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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on:

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect 
the safety of commercial and private vessels and personnel 
ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil conflict 
are directly impacting on maritime operations; and

• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and 
other related criminal activity.
 
MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, 
accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is entrenched 
and committed in continuing to support
and promote the awareness of the very real risks that
seafarers and other stakeholders face.
 
This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of
MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence
specialises in providing clients with a suite of products and 
services, including; political and economic risk analysis, de-
tailed port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, 
threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management.
 
Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts,
MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertain-
ing to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter  to keep abreast 
with these insightful weekly reports and more —  
including real time security updates.

Editor: David Rider
www.mast-security.com
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Issue 276 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the fragile and conflict 
affected coastal states Libya, Somalia and Yemen. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, 
incidents affecting maritime security and influencing maritime news are also report-
ed and analysed, focusing on the keys theatres of maritime instability.  

Coronavirus Port and Terminal Restrictions
The situation remains extremely fluid. For the most recent updates on closures and re-openings, MAST Security 
recommends using the Wilhemsen Covid-19 Global Port Restrictions Map. Please Click Here to visit their site. 

https://twitter.com/MAST_Security
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2987168?trk=tyah
https://www.facebook.com/Maritime-Asset-Security-and-Training-Ltd-MAST-362993160565911/timeline/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2987168?trk=tyah
https://twitter.com/MAST_Security
http://www.mast-security.com/
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.wilhelmsen.com/ships-agency/campaigns/coronavirus/coronavirus-map/
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Gulf of Guinea
The Nigerian Navy has made significant progress in the recapitalisation of its fleet, with dozens of 
vessels commissioned in 2020 and more on the way. Last week, France’s Ocea shipped the third 
and fourth C-Falcon interceptors (P273 and P274) to Nigeria, via cargo ship. The first two (P271 and 
P272) were delivered at the end of 2020. Over the last eight years Ocea has supplied one FPB 98 
Mk I patrol vessel, eight FPB 72 Mk II and two FPB 110 Mk II patrol vessels to Nigeria.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Italian warship crew to collaborate with Ghana Navy
Soldiers on an Italian warship, Luigi Rizzo, that berthed at the 
Tema Port are to train Ghanaian Navy personnel to fight the ris-
ing piracy cases on the Gulf of Guinea. The Italian crew are ex-
pected to undertake a midnight drill with their Ghanaian coun-
terparts in patrolling and surveillance methods in the combat 
of piracy.

Nigerian Customs Impounds Two Boats Laden With Canna-
bis
The Western Marine Command of the Nigeria Customs Ser-
vice (NCS) has intercepted and impounded two wooden boats 
laden with 147 sacks of Cannabis sativa. The service also ar-
rested six suspects in connection with the crime. It said the 
wooden boats were intercepted at Ibeche Beach along the 
Badagry lagoon, Lagos. Handing over the substances and 
six suspects to officials of the Nigeria Drug Law Enforcement 
Agency (NDLEA), Customs Area Controller, Comptroller Olug-
boyega Peters said, “We are today handing these items with 
the six suspects over to the representative of NDLEA in line 
with established corporation and national interest”.

Local ‘sea pirates’ arrested in Nigeria
Three suspected kidnappers were apprehended in connection 
with the abduction of one Blessing Ekpo, an indigene of Ukana 
Ikot Akpantia village in Essien Udim local government area of 
the state. Mrs Ekpo, a resident of Molyko-Buea community iin 
the Republic of Cameroon was said to have been abducted on 
Thursday, Mar. 18th, by armed sea pirates on her way to Oron 
local government area of the state. The statement revealed 
that the sum of N1,250,000 was recovered from her abductors 
namely Ezekiel Ogbodive, John Benimo from Bayelsa state 
and Christian Bassey from Akwa Ibom state respectively.

Nigerian authorities impound stolen crude products
The Ondo State Command of the Nigeria Security and Civil 
Defence Corps has said it has found an illegal surface Auto-
mated Gas Oil (AGO) depot in Ore, Odigbo LGA of the state, 
where thousands of litres of the product are thought to be sy-
phoned by vandals. The corps said it impounded about 35,000 
litres of adulterated AGO, also known as diesel, in its latest op-
eration in the town. State commandant, Edenabu Eweka, said 
the criminal elements and those he described as economic 
saboteurs used the arena as a storage base after engaging in 
oil pipeline vandalism on the high sea and the creeks in the 
Niger Delta region.

To see MAST Services in the region, please click here. And 
and to read Nigeria’s country report, please click here.

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures:

2021:
Incidents reported: 22 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew kidnapped: 39 (OCEANUSLive)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)

2020: 
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)

2019: 
Incidents reported: 111 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew kidnapped: 121 (IMB)
Vessels hijacked: 4 (IMB)

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
http://www.mast-security.com/maritime-security/west-africa/
https://www.mast-security.com/mastopedia/country-reports/nigeria/
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Incidents: 
1. Master on underway MV reported two small speedboats 
speeds up to 70knts with third speedboat in vicinity at 20knts 
in position 14:28.18N - 054:16E, approx 144nm SE of port of Ni-
shtun, Yemen. Reported (UKMTO) 7 Apr.

Beheadings in Mozambique town attack
Twelve people, possibly foreigners, have been found behead-
ed following an Islamic State-claimed attack on the northern 
Mozambique town of Palma, near natural gas projects worth 
$US60 billion, a local police commander said on Apr. 8th. The 
police commander Pedro da Silva told journalists visiting the 
town that he could not be sure of the nationalities of the 12 
people, but he believed they were foreigners because they 
were white.

Enrica Lexia/Italian Marine case rumbles on
The Indian Supreme Court on Friday 9th said that the case 
against two Italian marines who allegedly shot and killed two 
Indian fishermen off the coast of Kerala in February, 2012, will 
be closed only after Republic of Italy deposits with it Rs 10 
crore as compensation to victims. The compensation is a mu-
tually agreed amount between India and Italy in terms of the 
award by an international tribunal.

India “Concerned” As US Navy Holds Op Off Lakshwadeep 
“Without Consent”
India on Friday said it had conveyed its concerns to the US 
through diplomatic channels after the US Navy’s 7th Fleet 
announced it conducted Freedom of Navigation Operations 
within India’s exclusive economic zone or EEZ off the Lakshad-
weep Islands without India’s permission.

Naval exercise with Iran ‘unplanned’, part of ‘goodwill ges-
ture’, says Pak navy
After it was reported that the one-day naval exercise between 
Pakistan and Iran in the Arabian Gulf was based on a Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU), a spokesperson for the Pa-
kistani Navy said that the exercise was unplanned. “There was 
no planned execise between the two countries. This was a 
passage exercise as a goodwill gesture,” the spokesman told 
regional media outlets.

Iran vows to ‘definitely’ respond to attack on merchant ship 
in Red Sea
The senior spokesman of the Iranian Armed Forces says the 
country will “definitely” respond to a recent attack on one of 
its merchant ships in the strategic Red Sea. Brigadier General 
Abolfazl Shekarchi made the remarks in an interview with Rus-
sia’s Sputnik news agency on Thursday 8th, saying that Iran’s 
response to the attack on the Saviz ship will come once the 
source of the assault is uncovered.

PMSA seizes huge quantity smuggled diesel
Pakistan Maritime Security Agency (PMSA) foiled a smuggling 
bid of huge quantity diesel and arrested involved accused. 
The PMSA in an operation conducted at Pakistan side of inter-
national maritime boundary line (IMBL) between Pakistan and 
Iran have recovered 25,000 liters of smuggled diesel from a 
boat and arrested 9 crew members on Wednesday 7th.

To see MAST’s services in the Indian Ocean Region, please 
click here.

Indian Ocean Region
A South Korean-flagged tanker and its captain detained in Iran in January have been released, 
the foreign ministry in Seoul said on Apr. 9th. Iran seized the Hankuk Chemi near the strategic 
Strait of Hormuz, accusing it of violating pollution rules. All the 20 crew members were set free 
in February, apart from the captain. The release of the ship and the captain comes amid reports 
Seoul and Tehran have made some progress in unlocking the funds, which total $7bn (£5bn).

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
http://www.mast-security.com/maritime-security/indian-ocean/
http://www.mast-security.com/maritime-security/indian-ocean/
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Control of Somali territory (Jan 2021) Source: Wikimedia 
Commons

Analysis
On 8th February 2021, the Council of Presidential Candidates an-
nounced that they no longer recognise Mohamed as the President of 
Somalia since his constitutional term in office expired on 8th Febru-
ary without any agreement on the path toward elections to replace 
him. James Swan, the Special Representative and Head of the UN 
Assistance Mission in Somalia, confirmed that the electoral imple-
mentation tensions had been compounded by questions over the  
legitimacy of Mohamed’s mandate following the expiry of his con-
stitutional term in office, and that the growing political tensions 
threatened Somalia’s State-building progress and even security. He 
encouraged Somalia’s political leaders to “pull back from confronta-
tion and avoid risky winner-take-all tactics”. Over the past 6 weeks 
there have been numerous attacks against politicians, including for-
mer high ranking ministers and leaders, and attacks on journalists in 
Somalia. Specifically, Amnesty International has called on the Somali 
authorities to bring an end to the arbitrary arrest and persecution of 
journalists in Puntland.
Given the blatant disregard for the constitution by the current Presi-
dent, Somalia’s political future as a nation state remains uncertain. 
Indeed, regional fragmentation may once again be on the cards, and 
this can only be to the benefit of Al Shabaab terrorists as well as crimi-
nal organisations who may be interested at some point in  a return to 
piracy in the Indian Ocean.
Threat Assessment
There is a risk that complacency in some quarters has seen a reduc-
tion in PMSC presence in these waters that could result in a piracy 
success. A lack of adherence to BMP5 protocol, particularly not main-
taining a safe distance off the coast, has increased risks to shipping. 
Merchant vessels would be wise to maintain the same distance from 
the coast, particularly ensuring that the Socotra Gap isn’t taken. All 
vessels are advised to update risk assessments and register with 
UKMTO/MSCHOA prior to entering the Indian Ocean High Risk Area 
(HRA).

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

 Under control of Al Shabaab and allies
 Under control of neutral forces
 Under control of Government and allies
 Somaliland Government
 Territory disputed by Puntland and Somaliland

Somalia
Somalia on Sunday 11th received 200,000 doses of Sinopharm Covid-19 vaccine from China. 
Health Minister Fawziya Abikar received the doses from Chinese ambassador to Somalia Qin Jian. 
Somalia had last month received its first batch of 300,000 vaccine doses through the Covax ini-
tiative. Somalia has 12,406 confirmed coronavirus cases including 618 deaths, according to data 
from the health ministry, BBC News reported.

US puts Somalia’s spy agency on spot in latest State Depart-
ment report
Abuse of human rights prominently featured in the latest US 
State Department report as the United States of America 
poked holes to the misuse of the rule of law by the federal gov-
ernment of Somalia and to some extent, the Al Shabaab mili-
tants. In the report, the National Intelligence Security Agency 
[NISA], which is in charge of intelligence collection, has been 
adversely mentioned as one of the institutions behind deplor-
able human rights records in the Horn of Africa nation.

Millions face hunger in Somalia amid poor weather
An international charity says locust swarms, extreme weather 
and below average rainfall mean millions of people in Somalia 
will not have enough food. Save the Children says crop and 
vegetable production is expected to drop by up to 80% this 
season. Income from livestock sales, a mainstay of the Somali 
economy, is projected to fall by up to 55%. 

Governor escapes suicide attack, 3 dead
A regional governor in Somalia has escaped a suicide bomb-
ing that killed at least three people, including two of his body-
guards, officials said on Saturday 10th. Five more people were 
wounded when a suicide bomber detonated himself outside a 
hotel in Baidoa, the capital of Somalia’s Bay region and admin-
istrative capital of the South West State. “Ali Wardhere Dooy-
ow, the governor of Bay region, was the target. The governor 
was not hurt, but two of his guards and one more person have 

died,” Mohamud Adan Ibrahim, a police officer in Baidoa, told 
Anadolu Agency.

70 coastal fishers in Somalia are setting out to strengthen the 
fisheries sector
Much of the Somali coastline is likely to face acute food in-
security between April and June 2021, with long stretches in 
IPC Phase 3 (Crisis) or above, according to the latest technical 
release by FAO Somalia’s Food Security and Nutrition Analysis 
Unit (FSNAU). To help coastal communities increase their skills 
and boost incomes in the fisheries sector, FAO launched the 
project “Protecting, Improving and Sustaining Food Security in 
Rural Somalia” in January 2020. Since the project launch, three 
Coastal Fishers Schools (CFS) have been created in the vil-
lages of Zeylac, Lawyo Ado and Toqoshi within Zeylac District, 
Somalia.

Soldiers killed in army base ambush
At least two Somali soldiers were killed and several others 
wounded in an attack by Al Shabaab terrorists on an army base 
in the Middle Shabelle region on Thursday 8th, an official said. 
Terrorists attacked a military base and checkpoint on the out-
skirts of the Mahaday district, according to Abdirahman Mo-
hamed Osman, a police officer in the Middle Shabelle region.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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Control of Yemen territory (September 2020)

Source:  Wikimedia Commons
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Controlled by Southern Transitional Council

Yemen
Fierce fighting for Yemen’s strategic Marib city has killed 70 pro-government and Houthi rebel 
fighters over the past 24 hours, with battles raging on three fronts, loyalist military officials said on 
Sunday 11th. Two officials from pro-government forces told AFP that the rebels were mounting a 
concerted push that had left 26 loyalist soldiers dead as well as 44 from Houthi ranks. The rebels 
rarely disclose their losses.

34 migrants dead in Djibouti boat tragedy
At least 34 people have drowned after a boat capsized off the 
coast of Djibouti, the International Organisation for Migration 
(IOM) has said. The boat “operated by people smugglers” was 
carrying about 60 migrants escaping conflict in Yemen and 
who were on their way to Djibouti, according to the IOM, BBC 
News reported on Tuesday 13th.

Houthis Say Attacked Saudi Aramco Refineries in Jeddah and 
Jubail
The Houthi movement said on Monday 12th that it had fired 17 
drones at Saudi targets, including 10 launched towards Saudi 
Aramco refineries in Jubeil and Jeddah, according to Al Masir-
ah TV, the main television news outlet run by the Iran-aligned 
group. There has been no response from coalition forces, 
Haaretz reported.

US Democrats push Biden to act on Saudi ‘blockade’
Saudi Arabia is continuing its six-year air and sea blockade 
of Yemen, starving millions of Yemenis and deepening the 
world’s worst humanitarian crisis. Anger from Democrats and 
progressives in the US isn’t just directed at Riyadh, though. It’s 
also aimed at the Biden administration for failing to fully pres-
sure Saudi Arabia to lift the restrictions, according to a report 
on Vox.com. Saudi Arabia denies that it is blockading the coun-
try. 

Riyan International Airport reopens after 5 years
Yemeni authorities have reopened the country’s third biggest 
airport after a halt of nearly five years. A domestic flight from 
the state carrier Yemen Airways (Yemenia) Friday marked the 
reopening of the Riyan International Airport in the governorate 
of Hadhramaut, Gulf News reported on Apr. 10th.

Houthis warn Turkey against Yemen intervention
A member of the Supreme Political Council in Yemen, the ex-
ecutive body of the Houthi-led government based in Sanaa, 
has warned Turkey against any intervention in the country. 
Should it do so, said Abdul Wahab Al-Mahbashi, it will fare no 
better than Saudi Arabia, which has been leading a US-sup-

ported war in the country since 2015. Al-Mahbashi was quoted 
by Iran’s IRNA earlier today as saying, “If Turkish soldiers enter 
Yemen they will have a fate worse than that of the aggressors 
who preceded them.”

17 prisoners released in exchange in Yemen
Seventeen people were released as part of a prisoner exchange 
late on Friday 9th between Yemen’s government forces and a 
separatist council in the country supported by the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). Government forces and the Southern Transi-
tion Council (STC) exchanged prisoners through local media-
tors, according to a statement by the council. The statement 
said government forces released five prisoners while 12 were 
released by the council.

Houthis claim fresh drone attack at Saudi border airbase
Yemen’s Houthi group claimed responsibility for a fresh explo-
sive-laden drone attack at the King Khalid Airbase in south-
western Saudi Arabia on Thursday 8th early morning, Houthi-
run al-Masirah TV reported. “The attack on the airbase in the 
Saudi city of Khamis Mushait was precise,” the television said, 
citing a statement by Houthi military spokesman Yehya Sarea 
as saying.

Landmines kill 8k people in Yemen
Yemen’s state-run news agency Saba reported on Wednes-
day 7th that landmines planted by the Houthi group during the 
years-long civil war in Yemen killed nearly 8,000 people up 
to date. According to Saba, the mines and explosives planted 
by the Houthi militia caused a major humanitarian disaster in 
Yemen, killing more than 8,000 people, including children and 
women, since the beginning of the war in September 2014.

To see the latest threat analysis and Yemen port information in 
MASTOPDEIA, please click here.

MAST recommends BMP measures be enforced and watches 
strengthened during transits in the region.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
https://www.mast-security.com/mastopedia/country-reports/yemen/
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South East Asia
 Philippine and U.S. soldiers started two weeks of military exercises on Monday 12th against a 
backdrop of rising tensions in the South China Sea, though the drills were reduced in scale due 
to the coronavirus pandemic. The countries are proceeding with the exercises, which were post-
poned last year due to the pandemic, after Manila recently accused China of territorial incursions 
by hundreds of its vessels manned by militias in the South China Sea.

Incidents: 
1. Underway Liberia-flagged bulk carrier boarded at 0115 LT 
in position 10:16.32N -104:14.75E, approx 7.6nm NW of Tanjung 
Pergam, Bintan Island, Indonesia (Eastbound TSS). Four un-
authorised persons were sighted in the engine room. Alarm 
raised and crew mustered. Search was conducted. At 0255 LT, 
master updated Singapore Vessel Traffic Information System 
(VTIS) that the search on board was completed with no further 
sighting of the perpetrators. Some engine spares were stolen. 
All crew safe. Reported (ReCAAP) 11th Apr.

2. Two robbers boarded Singapore-flagged product tanker 
underway at 2150 UTC in position 01:16.13N – 104:15.56E, Sin-
gapore Straits. Master raised the alarm resulting in the robbers 
escaping empty handed. Reported (IMB) 7th Apr.

3. While underway, four robbers armed with knives entered 
into the engine room of Portugal-flagged bulk carrier at 1747 
UTC in position 01:16.5N – 104:16.1E, Singapore Straits. Duty 
motorman saw the robbers, who pushed and hit the motor-
man on the head before escaping. Alarm raised, crew mus-
tered and a search was carried out. Nothing reported stolen. 
Reported (IMB) 7th Apr.

Abu Sayyaf members surrender in Sulu
Ten members of the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) have peacefully 
surrendered to government authorities in the province of Sulu, 
military officials announced Monday 12th. Maj. Gen. William 
Gonzales, 11th Infantry Division commander, said they surren-
dered Saturday afternoon to the headquarters of the 1101st 
Infantry Brigade headed by Brig. Gen. Antonio Bautista in Ba-
rangay Samak, Talipao, Sulu.

Firefighters Struggle to Extinguish Container Ship Fire
Firefighters have been working for days to put out a container 
fire aboard the boxship Interasia Catalyst off Port Klang, Ma-
laysia. On April 7th, shortly after the Catalyst set sail from Port 
Klang to the port of Cochin, Kerala, her crew spotted smoke 
coming from several of the containers on deck. The ship re-
turned to an anchorage just off Port Klang, and local firefight-
ing teams responded to the scene. 

Chinese coast guard, navy boats chasing civilian boat in West 
Philippine Sea ‘unjustifiable’
The interception and pursuit of a Filipino civilian boat by Chi-
nese navy and coast guard in the West Philippine Sea are 
unjustified and illegitimate, a maritime law expert said. Last 
week, ABS-CBN News reported that their boat was chased 
by a China Coast Guard vessel and later on two Chinese navy 
Type 022 Houbei fast attack craft when the boat they were rid-
ing attempted to go near Ayungin or Second Thomas Shoal in 
the West Philippine Sea.

Oil tanker, cargo ship collide in waters off Philippines
An oil tanker and a cargo ship collided in waters off Cavite City, 
southwest of the Philippine capital of Manila, but no one was 
injured, the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) said on Thursday 8th. 
PCG spokesperson Commodore Armando Balilo said the Thai-
land-registered motor tanker Rich Rainbow was sailing from 
the Philippines to China when it collided with the incoming 
Marshall Islands-registered Ivy Alliance off the coast of Cavite 
City on Wednesday night.

To see MAST’s services in the region, please click here.

3

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
https://www.mast-security.com/maritime-security/sulu-sea/
http://www.mast-security.com/maritime-security/south-east-asia/
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    Migrant crossings 2017-2020. Source:  UNHRC
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European Waters
The maritime authorities of the English Channel and the North Sea announced in a statement the 
rescue of four boats carrying 84 migrants who were trying to cross to the British coast on Sat-
urday 10th off the coast in northern France. Three operations saw the rescue of migrants off the 
French coast, includng women accompanied by young children, media reported. 

Morocco’s Royal Navy Rescues 100 Irregular Migrants
A contingent of Morocco’s Royal Navy patrolling in the Medi-
terranean has rescued 100 Europe-bound irregular migrants. 
The operation took place between Apr. 10th-12th, a military 
source told Morocco’s state media. Most of those rescued 
are from sub-Saharan Africa. The group of migrants included 
women and children who were in difficulty aboard makeshift 
boats, the source explained to Morocco World News.

Several migrants found dead on boat off Spain’s Canary Is-
lands
At least four people were found dead on a migrant boat off 
the Canary Island of El Hierro on Sunday 11th, the Spanish 
Red Cross said. The vessel was spotted by a fishing boat 
around 193km (120 miles) to the south of El Hierro, one of 
the smallest of the Canary Islands, according to local media.

UK Border Force intercepts five migrants
A boat carrying five migrants arrived on UK shores after 44 
people made the dangerous journey across the Channel yes-
terday. Immigration Enforcement officials were seen bringing 
the men to shore at Dover, Kent, on Saturday. Stormy condi-
tions at sea have caused a lull in arrivals as several boats 
attempting to make the crossing from France turned back. 
On Friday 9th, authorities dealt with two events involving 44 
people who made the crossing to the UK.

Woman arrested in Glasgow over alleged supply of small 
boats
A woman has been arrested in Glasgow following an investi-
gation into the alleged supply of small boats to cross-chan-
nel people smugglers. The 33-year-old, from Hammersmith 
in West London, was arrested on Thursday 8th night.  She 
was taken to Carlisle police station where she was ques-
tioned by National Crime Agency investigators on suspicion 
of attempting to facilitate illegal immigration, the Glasgow 
Evening Times reported. Netherlands media reported that 
the arrest was linked to that of two UK nationals, arrested 
there as part of the same investigation. The arrests all relate 
to the investigation of the purchase of inflatable boats in the 
UK and Europe, which are then transported to the Nether-
lands. 

Police Detain 20 Members of Human Trafficking Organiza-
tion
Spain’s National Police arrested 20 individuals affiliated with 
a human trafficking organization near Campo de Gibraltar. 
The organization is responsible for the deaths of four irregu-
lar migrants after the sinking of a boat between Spain and 
Morocco in February. The boat was full of primarily Moroc-
can women and children. Moroccan minors were reportedly 
transported for €2,500 (MAD 26,700).

The current migrant smuggling situation

The latest figures from UNHCR show that March saw an increase 
in crossings, almost back to 2018 levels. A combination of calm-
er seas and the shifting political landscape in Libya may be to 
blame. It certainly suggests that despite the new regime in Libya, 
it’s very much business as usual for the criminals and militia in-
volved in human trafficking in the country, which the new leaders 
will be forced to address at some point, should they want support 
from the EU. 

Italian prosecutors secretly recorded human rights lawyers
Prosecutors in Italy have secretly recorded hundreds of conversa-
tions between human rights lawyers and their clients in cases re-
lated to allegations that NGOs operating rescue boats that saved 
thousands from drowning in the Mediterranean were complicit in 
people smuggling, The Guardian reported on Apr. 9th. The Italian 
justice ministry this week announced it was to “urgently carry out 
the necessary preliminary investigations” into the Trapani prose-
cutors following reports that journalists covering migration in the 
Mediterranean had been recorded in conversation with rescuers 
and confidential sources.

Quarantines on board ships are ‘discriminatory towards mi-
grants’
Migrants who arrive in Italy irreguarly have to spend a mandatory 
quarantine on board ships in the open sea. The Italian organiza-
tion ASGI calls these methods “discriminatory” and highly ques-
tionable from a health point of view. An interview. As a result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, migrants who arrive in Italy irregularly 
must undergo a period of isolation in the cabins of cruise ships. 
This procedure is, among other things, a way for the authorities 
to prevent migrants from absconding, as was the case last July 
when more than 200 people defied the quarantine imposed on 
them in Sicily under conditions of detention described as “inhu-
mane”.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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Control of Northern Libyan territory (June  2020)

Source: Wikimedia Commons

Controlled by the Tobruk led government

Controlled by the Government of National Accord

Controlled by ISIS

Controlled by local forces

Controlled by Tuareg forces
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Libya
Russia’s Wagner group is preparing to send 300 Syrian fighters from the Bashar Assad regime-
controlled Deir el-Zour to fight alongside Libyan putschist Gen. Khalifa Haftar, security sources 
on the ground stated on Monday 12th. Sources told Daily Sabah that the new Syrian mercenary 
group is comprised of fighters loyal to the regime, Iran-backed foreign groups and volunteers 
from Assad’s army.

Turkey, Libya committed to eastern Mediterranean maritime 
accord
 Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan said on Monday that Turkey 
and Libya were committed to a 2019 maritime demarcation ac-
cord in the eastern Mediterranean, after meeting Libya’s Prime 
Minister Abdulhamid Dbeibeh in Ankara. “The maritime accord 
signed between Turkey and Libya secures national interests 
and future of both countries...We confirmed our determination 
on this issue today,” Erdogan said in a news conference, Reu-
ters reported.

Khalifa Haftar announces mega housing project for martyrs’ 
families
Commander of the Libyan National Army (LNA) Field Marshal 
Khalifa Haftar confirmed that “three cities with full facilities will 
be built east, west and south of Benghazi, to accommodate 
at least 12 million people.” Haftar revealed the allocation of 
20,000 housing units to the families of the martyrs and injured 
people, as well as providing jobs for their children after their 
rehabilitation, stating that the General Command Forces will 
cover education fees for their children until university. Journal-
ists on social media questioned the move, noting that Libya 
only has a population of 7 million people, with some suggest-
ing that Haftar appears to ‘be on a campaign footing’.

Operation IRINI: Libyan coastguards didn’t commit human 
rights violations
The commander of the European Union’s (EU) Operation IRINI, 
Fabio Agostini, has confirmed to Italian newspaper, Corriere 
della Sera, that Libyan coastguards who were trained by the 
EU have not committed human rights violations against ille-
gal immigrants. Agostini said that the coastguards didn’t shoot 
anyone and that most of their EU training was based on re-
specting human rights and renouncing violence, according to 
the report cited by Aki news agency.

Putin and Erdogan reaffirm readiness to promote peace in 
Libya
The Kremlin confirmed that the Russian President, Vladimir 
Putin, along with his Turkish counterpart, Recep Tayyip Er-

dogan, discussed the Libyan file during a phone call on Friday 
9th. In a statement, the Kremlin added that Putin and Erdogan 
praised the end of hostilities and the recent formation of the 
Government of National Unity (GNU), confirming their readi-
ness to promote the peace process and restore the unity of 
Libya.

Libya’s ceasefire fragile and threatened by mercenaries, mi-
litias
The Italian Defense Minister, Lorenzo Guerini, said Libya’s 
ceasefire is fragile and threatened by foreign mercenaries 
and militias despite the developments achieved on the politi-
cal level and the endorsement of the Government of National 
Unity that is now governing all of the country. Italian news 
agency, Aki, said Guerini had told the Italian Senate and House 
of Representatives’ Defense Commissions of the delicate situ-
ation in Libya after political achievements following the fragile 
ceasefire, adding that Italy would give more attention to the 
southern flank of NATO and take the initiative in any efforts 
aimed at stability in the region.

Migrant shot dead in detention center, MSF
One person was killed and two others were injured in a shoot-
ing at a detention center in Tripoli last Thursday, Doctors With-
out Borders says. The medical charity has called for the im-
mediate release of migrants from Libya’s detention centers. A 
migrant died and two others aged 17 and 18 received gunshot 
wounds during a violent incident at the overcrowded Al-Mab-
ani Collection and Return Center on Thursday, April 8, Doctors 
Without Borders (MSF) said.

To read MAST’s Libyan Country report on MASTOPEDIA, 
please click here.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
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Hijack

Kidnap

Approach/Attack

Suspicious Activity

Theft

Central and South America 
Nothing significant to report.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Standing advice: 
The repercussions of a vessel being caught acting as a mule 
with drugs stowed will depend on the type, amount and na-
tional laws, but may be disruptive and costly. When and if 
operating in these areas, especially Columbia and Peru, it is 
advised that: 
• Potential stowage areas such as rudder shafts are denied as 
far as possible, and/or routinely searched. 
• Access points are closely monitored by a vigilant watch for 
the duration of the vessel’s call at port. 

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
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Note: The forecasts are correct as of the day before publication. For latest updates please follow the provided links. 
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Western North Pacific Ocean and South China Sea

Severe Weather Warnings 
Warnings detailed on this page are from the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) and are 
issued by respective Regional Specialised Metrological Centres, Tropical Cyclone Centres or Na-
tional Meteorological Services. For further information on severe weather warnings please click 
here.   
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