
 1

Date: 09th June 2021
Series 16/Issue 284

Weekly Security & Risk Report



 2MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

This report is copyright of Maritime Asset Security and Training (MAST) © 2021. All rights reserved.

This report is intended to provide general information about maritime intelligence topics but does not provide individual advice 
and the creators assume no liability for the accuracy, completeness or adequacy of any information contained herein, or though 
links you will find in it. Furthermore, using this report or sending MAST emails does not create a service provider- client relation-
ship. It is intended only as an introduction to ideas and concepts only. It should not be treated as a definitive guide, nor should it 
be considered to cover every area of concern or regarded as an advice.

If you copy from this report, you have to refer to Maritime Asset Security and Training (MAST) Ltd as the source of the copied 
material. You may not, except with our express written permission, commercially exploit the content.

Maritime

   Counter piracy 

   ISPS services

   Training

   K&R and Ship Arrest

Risk Consulting

   Due Diligence

   Risk management

   Crisis management

   Training

Technical Yacht Security 

   System Design, Installation and Maintenance

   Technical Consultancy

   Cyber Risk Consultancy

   TSCM Sweeping Services

Physical and Asset Protection 

   Close Protection

   Residential Security

   Security Chauffeurs

   Events and Clubs

   Training

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

MAST Services
MAST has the experience, capability and global presence to provide comprehensive  

support to our clients.
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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on:

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect 
the safety of commercial and private vessels and personnel 
ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil conflict 
are directly impacting on maritime operations; and

• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and 
other related criminal activity.
 
MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, 
accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is entrenched 
and committed in continuing to support
and promote the awareness of the very real risks that
seafarers and other stakeholders face.
 
This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of
MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence
specialises in providing clients with a suite of products and 
services, including; political and economic risk analysis, de-
tailed port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, 
threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management.
 
Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts,
MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertain-
ing to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter  to keep abreast 
with these insightful weekly reports and more —  
including real time security updates.

Editor: David Rider
www.mast-security.com
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24/7 Emergency Telephone
+44 (0) 1202 045 833 (Maritime)

MAST UK
+44 (0)1279 216 726 
operations@mast-security.com

Issue 284 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the fragile and conflict 
affected coastal states Libya, Somalia and Yemen. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, 
incidents affecting maritime security and influencing maritime news are also report-
ed and analysed, focusing on the keys theatres of maritime instability.  

Coronavirus Port and Terminal Restrictions
The situation remains extremely fluid. For the most recent updates on closures and re-openings, MAST Security 
recommends using the Wilhemsen Covid-19 Global Port Restrictions Map. Please Click Here to visit their site. 

https://twitter.com/MAST_Security
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2987168?trk=tyah
https://www.facebook.com/Maritime-Asset-Security-and-Training-Ltd-MAST-362993160565911/timeline/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2987168?trk=tyah
https://twitter.com/MAST_Security
http://www.mast-security.com/
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.wilhelmsen.com/ships-agency/campaigns/coronavirus/coronavirus-map/
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Gulf of Guinea
Pirates kidnapped four Koreans and one Filipino crew member from a tuna-fishing vessel close to 
Benin in the Gulf of Guinea earlier this week, AFP reported quoting Ghanaian police. The Ghana-
registered boat was attacked on May 31st although the Ghana navy recovered the vessel and 
rescued some crew members, Felix Charles Asare, crime officer for the Marine Police Unit told 
AFP late on Wednesday June 2nd. “Efforts are under way to rescue the abducted crew members,” 
he said.

Incidents: 
1. Underway bulk carrier approached by skiff with six pirates 
armed with weapons and attempted to board at 1600 UTC in 
position 02:57.82N - 002:44.18E, around 208nm SSW of Lagos, 
Nigeria. Alarm raised and crew mustered. Master sent distress 
message, increased speed and commenced evasive manoeu-
vres. Ladders with hook sighted on the skiff. Pirates showed 
weapons to the Master. After 40 mins of attempting to board, 
pirates aborted and moved away due to hardening measures 
taken. Vessel and crew safe. Reported (IMB/MDAT) 6th Jun. 
2. Underway MV reported an attempted boarding at 1700 UTC 
in position 02:49N - 002:31E, approx 210nm South of Cotonou, 
Benin. Vessel and crew reported Safe Reported (MDAT) 6th 
Jun.
3. MV Master reported suspicious approach by small craft with 
10 POB at 0940 UTC in position 05:29.65N - 000:44.36E, around 
44nm ESE of Tema, Ghana. Vessel and crew safe. Reported 
(MDAT) 4th Jun.

Spanish operators ask for Gulf of Guinea military presence
Spanish tuna operators have added their voices to the grow-
ing calls for the deployment of military forces to combat pi-
racy in the Gulf of Guinea, Fisker Forum reported on June 4th. 
The Spanish tuna fleet represented by OPAGAC has signed the 
Declaration of the Gulf of Guinea on the Suppression of Piracy, 
an initiative through which more than a hundred maritime and 
fishing companies and organisations, as well as flag states are 
urging for measures to be put into place to end piracy in the 
Gulf of Guinea.

A-G’s office calls for stronger regional maritime ties to com-
bat piracy
Alarmed at the recent rise in piracy cases in the Gulf, a Chief 
State Attorney with Ghana’s Office of the Attorney-General, has 
called for greater collaboration between the country’s mari-

time security agencies. Frances Ansah Mullen also called for 
littoral states in the region to ‘coalesce’ their efforts against pi-
racy in the Gulf of Guinea, Ghana Web reported on June 4th.

Study: In Nigeria, Illegal Fishing is Linked With Crime and Pi-
racy
Recently, the Nigerian House of Representatives noted that 
the country loses $70 million each year to illegal fishing. This 
includes loss of licence fees, revenue from taxation and the 
value that could have been accrued from legitimate fishing by 
local vessels. Other sources estimate the cost of illegal fishing 
in Nigeria as much higher, citing anywhere between $600 mil-
lion and $800 million each year. Fisheries crime denotes a vast 
and diverse category of illegality and criminality that aids or 
accompanies illegal fishing. Such crimes can include corrup-
tion, customs fraud, human and drugs trafficking and piracy. 
Illegal fishing and fisheries crime also threaten human rights.

To see MAST Services in the region, please click here. 

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures:

2021:
Incidents reported: 30 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew kidnapped: 45 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)

2020: 
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)

2019: 
Incidents reported: 111 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew kidnapped: 121 (IMB)
Vessels hijacked: 4 (IMB)

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
http://www.mast-security.com/maritime-security/west-africa/
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Incidents: 
1. Late report: Two robbers armed with knives boarded an-
chored Saudi Arabia-flagged product tanker at 2220 UTC in 
position 14:21.80S - 040:42.70E, Fernao Veloso Bay Anchorage, 
Mozambique. Duty AB noticed the two robbers and informed 
the OOW. Alarm raised and crew mustered. Seeing the alerted 
crew, the robbers escaped without stealing anything. Incident 
reported to the Port Authorities via the local agent. Reported 
(IMB) 31st May (Not shown on chart).

VDR recovered from fire-stricken ship sinking off Sri Lanka
Experts have recovered the Voyage Data Recorder (VDR) be-
longing to the fire-ravaged MV X-Press Pearl carrying chemi-
cals that is slowly sinking off Sri Lanka’s capital, officials said on 
Sunday, as investigators probe what caused the fire, Al Jazeera 
reported on June 6th. 

Russia says Sudan has not pulled out of agreement on Rus-
sian navy
Sudan has not pulled out of an agreement with Russia to set 
up a Russian naval facility in the country, Interfax news agency 
reported, citing deputy foreign minister Mikhail Bogdanov. “I 
think a compromise can always be found,” Interfax quoted 
Bogdanov as saying on Friday 4th. “They have not denounced 
the agreement, have not withdrawn their signature, they said 
some questions have emerged,” he said, Arab News reported.

SADC offers assistance to fight off Mozambique insurgents
South Africa’s President Cyril Ramaphosa has said that South-
ern African Development Community (SADC) countries are 
prepared to assist Mozambique to fight the insurgency that 
has destabilized the north of that country. He says leaders of 
the region are dealing with the situation because if they don’t, 

the conflict could spill over into their own countries. CTGN also 
reported on June 4th that South Africa has deployed ‘technical 
experts’ to the region. 

Kenya’s Maritime Single Window system goes live
Shipping lines and agents operating in Kenya will now be man-
dated to use the Maritime Single Window System as the coun-
try moves to comply with the International Maritime Organiza-
tion rules. The system will be used to electronically prepare 
and submit vessel pre-arrival and pre-departure declarations 
to the government agencies at the Port of Mombasa, Kenya’s 
Star reported on June 3rd.

US to deliver two MH-60R choppers to Indian Navy in July
The US is to deliver three new MH-60R helicopters to the In-
dian Navy. Two of the multi-role helicopters (MRH) will be de-
livered to the navy next month, with the third delivery planned 
around the year-end. Armed with AGM-114 Hellfire missiles, 
MK 54 torpedoes and advanced precision weapons, the twin-
engine helicopters can operate from frigates, destroyers and 
aircraft carriers.

Ambrey purchased by Ocean Infinity
On June 8th, Ambrey announced that Ocean Infinity, a marine 
robotics and technology company, had acquired the compa-
ny. The acquisition combines Ocean Infinity’s robotic vessels, 
data, cyber, artificial intelligence, and low emission operations 
with one of the leading brands in the maritime security sector, 
the company said in a statement.

To see MAST’s services in the Indian Ocean Region, please 
click here.

Indian Ocean Region
The Iran Navy oiler replenishment ship IRIS Kharg caught fire near the port of Jask in the early 
hours of Wednesday 2nd. An Iranian navy statement said firefighters had fought the blaze for 
more than 20 hours in an effort to save the vessel before it went down. The ship’s crew were 
safely evacuated and no casualties were reported. The cause of the fire was not immediately 
clear. In its statement, Iran’s navy said the fire started in one of the ship’s systems, without giving 
further details.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
http://www.mast-security.com/maritime-security/indian-ocean/
http://www.mast-security.com/maritime-security/indian-ocean/
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Control of Somali territory (Jan 2021) Source: Wikimedia 
Commons

Analysis
On 8th February 2021, the Council of Presidential Candidates an-
nounced that they no longer recognise Mohamed as the President of 
Somalia since his constitutional term in office expired on 8th Febru-
ary without any agreement on the path toward elections to replace 
him. James Swan, the Special Representative and Head of the UN 
Assistance Mission in Somalia, confirmed that the electoral imple-
mentation tensions had been compounded by questions over the  
legitimacy of Mohamed’s mandate following the expiry of his con-
stitutional term in office, and that the growing political tensions 
threatened Somalia’s State-building progress and even security. He 
encouraged Somalia’s political leaders to “pull back from confronta-
tion and avoid risky winner-take-all tactics”. Over the past 6 weeks 
there have been numerous attacks against politicians, including for-
mer high ranking ministers and leaders, and attacks on journalists in 
Somalia. Specifically, Amnesty International has called on the Somali 
authorities to bring an end to the arbitrary arrest and persecution of 
journalists in Puntland.
Given the blatant disregard for the constitution by the current Presi-
dent, Somalia’s political future as a nation state remains uncertain. 
Indeed, regional fragmentation may once again be on the cards, and 
this can only be to the benefit of Al Shabaab terrorists as well as crimi-
nal organisations who may be interested at some point in  a return to 
piracy in the Indian Ocean.
Threat Assessment
There is a risk that complacency in some quarters has seen a reduc-
tion in PMSC presence in these waters that could result in a piracy 
success. A lack of adherence to BMP5 protocol, particularly not main-
taining a safe distance off the coast, has increased risks to shipping. 
Merchant vessels would be wise to maintain the same distance from 
the coast, particularly ensuring that the Socotra Gap isn’t taken. All 
vessels are advised to update risk assessments and register with 
UKMTO/MSCHOA prior to entering the Indian Ocean High Risk Area 
(HRA).

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

 Under control of Al Shabaab and allies
 Under control of neutral forces
 Under control of Government and allies
 Somaliland Government
 Territory disputed by Puntland and Somaliland

Somalia
The Somali government has accused Kenya of conducting airstrikes in the country’s Gedo region 
that killed one person and injured five other civilians. In a statement released on Friday, Somalia 
said that the “indiscriminate” airstrikes have become “standard operating procedure.” “These KDF 
operations cloaked under a claim of carrying out operations against extremism are undoubtedly 
conducted in a manner that is bereft of its obligations under the UNSC’s AMISOM mandate,” part 
of the statement reads. The AU is to investigate the airstrikes.

Al Shabaab ‘captures’ four towns
Militants from the radical Islamist Al Shabaab group seized 
four towns in Somalia over the weekend, the national Halgan 
Media portal reported on Monday 7th, according to Sputnik 
News. The militants reportedly captured four towns — War-
ciise, Qoordheere, Wararaxleey and Warmaxan. The latter is 
considered to be the biggest loss, as it is located not far from 
the capital of Mogadishu and a US military base. The loss of 
major transport hubs severely crippled the movement of gov-
ernment forces and allied foreign troops between the districts 
of Afgooye and Wanlaweyn, the news portal said.

UK trains more SNA soldiers as Al-Shabaab war intensifies in 
Somalia
The UK has intensified training of the Somali National Army 
[SNA] within Baidoa, the regional administrative capital of 
Southwest, ahead of the planned exit of African Union Mission 
Forces [AMISOM] from the Horn of Africa nation, Garowe On-
line reported. The move is intended to support the SNA ahead 
of the planned withdrawal of AMISOM forces, who will hand 
the country’s security back to its army. According to a state-
ment from the UK embassy in Mogadishu, the British army is 
reinforcing its support to SNA through three different training 
programs to deliver effective operations and promote long-
term stability.

IED injures at least eight in Mogadishu
Regional media report that a landmine detonated in Moga-

dishu on Saturday 5th, The blast, near a busy juntion in Afgoye, 
injured at least eight civilians. Witnesses stated that the blast 
occurred as a military vehicle passed the area. 

Somalia’s opposition decries ‘assassination attempt’ on ex-
President Mohamud
Opposition groups in Somalia have condemned an incident 
last week, where prison guards reportedly opened fire on a 
convoy carrying former President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud in 
Mogadishu. on Wednesday 2nd They have called for a full in-
vestigation into the incident, The East African reported on June 
3rd.

Flooding affects 400,000 people in Somalia: UN
Flooding caused by recent torrential rains across Somalia have 
affected an estimated 400,000 people in 14 districts since late 
April, the United Nations humanitarian agency said. Some 
101,300 people out of those affected have been displaced 
from their homes, the UN Office for the Coordination of Hu-
manitarian Affairs (OCHA) said in a statement issued Thursday 
evening, Xinhau reported.

Somaliland opposition win majority in first parliamentary 
vote since 2005
Two opposition parties in Somalia’s breakaway Somaliland re-
gion won a majority of seats in the region’s first parliamentary 
election in 16 years, the National Electoral Commission said on 
Sunday 6th.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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Control of Yemen territory (September 2020)

Source:  Wikimedia Commons
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Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP)
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Controlled by Southern Transitional Council

Yemen
The UN Security Council has called on Yemen’s Houthi rebels to quickly allow UN experts to ex-
amine an oil tanker moored off the country’s coast loaded with more than one million barrels of 
crude oil, warning there is a growing risk it could rupture or explode “causing an environmental, 
economic, maritime and humanitarian catastrophe for Yemen and the region”. The UN’s most 
powerful body reiterated the Houthi rebels are responsible for delaying a technical assessment 
of the tanker, the FSO Safer, that the United Nations had hoped to deploy in March, Al Jazeera 
reported on June 4th.

Civilians seeking Covid-19 vaccine killed by Houthi explo-
sives
The National reported that Houthi rebels detonated IEDs at a 
checkpoint they controlled in the southern Damt district on 
Monday 7th. Houthis apparently rounded up people who were 
travelling to be vaccinated. “While people were heading to-
wards the building, three explosive devices detonated, killing 
three and injured more than 20, among them eight women.” 
Capt Fuad Jubari, spokesman for Al Dhalea Military Region, 
told The National.

Houthis should cast aside pride, enter peace talks
In a press briefing attended by Arab News, Gen. Kenneth Mc-
Kenzie Jr., commander of the US Central Command, urged the 
Iran-backed Houthis to cast aside their pride and desire for a 
military solution in Yemen, and instead enter political negotia-
tions with the internationally recognized government and Sau-
di-led coalition to end the country’s crisis, Arab News repored 
on June 7th.

European Union provides support for WFP’s famine relief ef-
forts in Yemen
The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) has wel-
comed EUR 37 million from the European Union (EU) to sup-
port the humanitarian response in Yemen and provide emer-
gency food assistance in response to an alarming rise in food 
insecurity which has left millions on the brink of famine. The 
EU funds will allow WFP to continue to address the urgent 
food needs of nearly 13 million people in the country through 
food distributions or cash assistance. Over half of all Yemenis 
are unable to afford basic food items as over six years of con-
flict has displaced millions, destroyed livelihoods and left the 
economy in tatters.

‘Houthi missile attack’ kills at least 17 in Yemen’s Marib
Al Jazeera reported on June 6th that at least 17 people were 
killed after a Houthi ballistic missile struck a petrol station in 
the Rawdha neighbourhood of Marib. Information Minister 
Moammar al-Eryani said the attack on Sunday wounded at 
least five others and all casualties were civilians. He said the 

attack amounted to a war crime. The Houthis claimed to have 
struck a military camp. Senior Houthi official, Mohammed Ali 
al-Houthi, said the group welcomed an independent investi-
gation into civilian casualties.
Hadramaut receives nearly 3,300 tons of diesel from Saudi 
Arabia
Nearly 3,300 tons of diesel, sent from Saudi Arabia through the 
Saudi Development and Reconstruction Program for Yemen 
(SDRPY), reached Hadramaut to help the Yemeni governorate 
meet its energy demands, Arab News reported on June 5th. 
Fuel remains an issue in Yemen, with both sides claiming that 
the other is preventing deliveries.

U.S. says Yemen’s Houthis bear “major responsibility” in con-
flict
Reuters on Friday 5th reported that the US blamed Houthi re-
bels for the failure of ceasefire efforts in the country, accusing 
them of not taking steps to end the ongoing conflict. “While 
there are numerous problematic actors inside of Yemen, the 
Houthis bear major responsibility for refusing to engage mean-
ingfully on a ceasefire and to take steps to resolve a nearly 
seven-year conflict that has brought unimaginable suffering to 
the Yemeni people,” the State Department said.

Gunmen seize headquarters of Yemen News Agency in Aden
Middle East Monitor reports that Armed men affiliated with the 
UAE-backed Southern Transitional Council (STC) seized the 
headquarters of the official Yemen News Agency (SABA) in the 
provisional capital, Aden, storming it and expelling its employ-
ees on Tuesday 1st. The news agency’s management in Aden 
said in a statement on Wednesday evening that “an armed 
group affiliated with the STC stormed the SABA headquarters 
in Aden and threw out the security guards and employees pre-
sent in the building.”

MAST recommends BMP measures be enforced and watches 
strengthened during transits in the region.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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South East Asia
The European Union has reiterated its support to the ASEAN-led crafting of the Code of Conduct 
for the South China Sea, which aims to prevent territorial disputes from escalating into an armed 
conflict with China. “We support the ASEAN-led process towards an effective and legally bind-
ing Code of Conduct for the South China Sea, which should not prejudice the interests of third 
parties,” High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, and Vice-President of the 
European Commission Josep Borrell said in a speech in Jakarta Indonesia. GMA News reported 
on June 4th.

Incidents: 
1. While underway, the duty oiler onboard Singapore-flagged 
bulk carrier spotted three perpetrators in the engine room and 
they were heading out to the poop deck at 0130 LT in position 
01:15.87N - 104:13.72e, NW of Tanjung Pergam, Bintan Island, 
Indonesia (Eastbound lane of TSS). 2nd Officer activated ship’s 
alarms, turned on all deck lights and conducted a thorough 
search of the ship. Three perpetrators were last spotted on the 
poop deck via CCTV, but they were nowhere to be found dur-
ing the search by the ship’s crew. Ship spares were reported 
to be stolen, but the specific items and value are to be con-
firmed. No damage to the ship and no crew were injured. Port 
Operations Control Centre (POCC) issued a navigational safety 
advisory. Reported (ReCAAP) 5th Jun.
2. While underway, four perpetrators armed with knives were 
sighted in the vicinity of the steering gear room of Liberia-
flagged bulk carrier at 0035 LT in position 01:16.20N - 104:14.59E, 
approx 7.4nm NW of Tanjung Pergam, Bintan Island, Indonesia 
(Eastbound lane of TSS). The ship’s alarm was raised and crew 
mustered. Search conducted and no further sighting of the 
four perpetrators. Master deviated the ship back to Singapore 
to ensure the safety of crew and ship were being addressed. 
Upon arrival at the port of Singapore, Singapore Police Coast 
Guard boarded the ship and conducted a search onboard. At 
1000 hrs, the ship was cleared with no sighting of the perpe-
trators onboard. Crew safe and nothing declared stolen. Ship 
had departed from Singapore earlier and was bound for Fu-
zhou, China. Reported (ReCAAP) 2nd Jun.

Vietnam, Indonesia step up naval cooperation
Rear Admiral Tran Thanh Nghiem, Commander of the Vietnam 
People’s Navy, on June 8th, had phone talks with Indonesian 
Navy Chief of Staff Admiral Yudo Margono. During their discus-
sion, Nghiem highlighted the two nations’ increasingly forti-

fied naval cooperation, saying their bilateral naval consultation 
mechanism, which is alternately hosted by the two sides, has 
been highly effective, Vietnam Plus reported.

Indonesia, PH hold meeting on maritime and ocean concerns
Indonesia and the Philippines held the 11th Meeting of the Joint 
Permanent Working Group on Maritime and Ocean Concerns 
(JPWG-MOC) via video conference towards the end of May. 
The JPWG-MOC is the primary forum for exchange of views 
on maritime issues for the Philippines and Indonesia, led in this 
meeting by Department of Foreign Affairs Maritime and Ocean 
Affairs Assistant Secretary Maria Angela Ponce and Director for 
Legal Affairs and Territorial Treaties of the Indonesian Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs Bebeb A.K.N. Djundjunan. the Manilla Times 
reported on June 7th.

Human trafficking attempt foiled at Manila North Harbor
A total of 303 indigenous people (IPs) were rescued from a 
human trafficking attempt in the Philippines, the Inter-Agen-
cy Council Against Trafficking (IACAT) reported. According to 
IACAT, the indigenous people, all Badjaos, were rescued on 
Friday morning at the Manila North Harbor Seaport, in Tondo, 
Manila, Inquirer reported on June 6th.

MMEA confirms encroachment by Chinese vessel
Malaysia’s maritime enforcement agency, MMEA, reported 
that a China Coast Guard (CCG) vessel had been detected en-
croaching Malaysian waters near Beting Patinggi Ali, located 
just 84 nautical miles off the coast of Miri. Captain Md Fauzi 
Othman of the MMEA said a report on the encroachment was 
received on June 4th.

To see MAST’s services in the region, please click here.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
https://www.mast-security.com/maritime-security/sulu-sea/
http://www.mast-security.com/maritime-security/south-east-asia/
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    Migrant crossings 2017-2021. Source:  UNHRC
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European Waters
As weather conditions continue to improve in the Channel, UK Border Force has reported that 
almost 600 migrants attempted to cross to England from France from lasat week. French au-
thorities dealt with eight incidents involving 130 people on Friday with the UK dealing with four 
boats involving 83 people. 201 people were stopped by Border Force officers in eight incidents on 
Thursday 3rd, according to the Press Association. HM Coastguard had to deploy and rescue one 
vessel off Hastings on Thursday 3rd, BBC News reported.

557 illegal migrants rescued off Libyan coast in past week
The International Organization for Migration (IOM) said on 
Monday that 557 illegal migrants were rescued off the Libyan 
coast and returned to Libya in the past week. In 2021, a to-
tal of 10,771 illegal migrants, including women and children, 
have been rescued, while 188 died and 487 went missing 
off the Libyan coast on the Central Mediterranean route, ac-
cording to the IOM, Xinhau reported on June 8th.

Local council under severe pressure
Kent County Council has threatened legal action against the 
Home Office, UK media reported on June 7th, as they face 
significant pressure in dealing with unaccompanied child mi-
grants. Charities have called on the Home Office to increase 
funding for children who arrive in the UK “completely alone 
and incredibly vulnerable”. The Council says it may no longer 
be able to accept new unaccompanied asylum-seeking chil-
dren (UASC) within days.

Migrant rescue ship Sea-Eye 4 impounded by Italian coast 
guard
A NGO rescue ship, the Sea-Eye 4, has been detained in 
Sicily for violating safety rules, InfoMigrants reported on 
June 7th. The Sea-Eye organization says the real reason is 
that it rescued “too many people.” A statement by the Italian 
coast guard on Saturday 5th said that inspectors identified 
23 “irregularities” on the Sea-Eye 4, including some serious 
enough to warrant its impoundment in Palermo until the 
problems are corrected.

Europe must tackle criminals that encourage illegal migra-
tion, says Tunisia’s president
More must be done to tackle the criminal networks in Europe 
that encourage illegal migration, Tunisia’s president told Eu-
ronews on June 5th. President Kaïs Saïed said the issue is a 
complicated one but that the problem doesn’t just lie within 
his country, arguing that European gangs involved in human 
trafficking are incentivising people to risk their lives and cross 
the Mediterranean and must therefore be addressed.

Italy expects 30,000 migrant arrivals from Libya this year
Arab News reported on June 3rd that the Italian Ministry of 
the Interior expects some 30,000 migrants to arrive from 
Libya before the end of the year. As of June 1, the turnstile 
counter on the ministry’s dashboard read 14,412 arrivals from 
North Africa. The number is almost three times greater than 
the number of arrivals in the same period in 2020. the outlet 
reported.

On migration pact, EU may finally try ‘break-it to make-it’ 
strategy
Politico reported on June 8th that efforts to get the EU’s elu-
sive “migration pact” back on track may require it to be bro-
ken into parts - and national capitals might finally be willing 
to let that happen, the media outlet claimed. At a meeting 
of a Home Affairs Council meeting on Tuesday 8th, ministers 
were hoping to create a series of mini deals, beginning with a 
proposal to strengthen the EU’s asylum agency.

The current migrant smuggling situation

Updated figures for May from the UNHCR make for grim read-
ing, with a hufe spike in crossing numbers in May. UNHCR state 
that some 9193 people crossed to Europe in May, making it the 
busiest month of the year so far for NGO rescue agencies, border 
forces, Frontex and regional Coast Guards. Sadly, fatalities con-
tinue to occur, as reported this week. 
With EU moves to broker political agreements on migrants, it is 
possible that we may see some movement in the coming weeks, 
although this will be matched by increased crossing numbers. 

Migrant in Libya: ‘The coast guard is complicit with the traffick-
ers’
InfoMigrants spoke with a migrant (name changed) about his ex-
periences: Salif has attempted to cross the Mediterranean Sea six 
times in the past four years in the hope of reaching Europe from 
Libya. The 19-year-old Sub-Saharan migrant told InfoMigrants 
how the departures from the Libyan coast work. He says traffick-
ers and Libyan coast guard officers are sometimes the same peo-
ple. A few hours after leaving Libya, migrants are often stopped 
by the Libyan coast guard. When we are intercepted, it often hap-
pens that one or two of the men who had launched us into the 
sea a few days earlier appear on board their ship. This happened 
to me twice. If we tell them that we recognize them, they hit us. 
The Libyan coast guards are in league with the traffickers, some 
work directly with them. They know that by intercepting us at sea, 
they will receive money from the prisons.

Tunisia: 2 Migrants Dead, More Than 100 Rescued Off Tunisian 
Coast
Associated Press reported on June 3rd that despite the efforts of 
the Tunisian Navy, two migrants died at sea and another 20 were 
missing, after they rescued 109 people from two sinking boats in 
the Mediterranean. 

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
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Control of Northern Libyan territory (June  2020)

Source: Wikimedia Commons
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Controlled by the Government of National Accord
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Libya
The Islamic state group, ISIS, claimed responsibility for a car bomb attack that killed two Libyan 
security forces the same day at a checkpoint in the southern city of Sebha, around 750 kilometers 
south of capital Tripoli, media outlet The National reported on Sunday 6th. Reports state that a 
car laden with explosives detonated as it passed through a security checkpoint in the city, in the 
southern Fezzan province. Five other personnel were reportedly injured by the blast. 

France, Turkey call for respecting Libya’s political roadmap
French Foreign Minister, Jean-Yves Le Drian and his Turkish 
counterpart, Mevlut Cavusoglu, have reiterated the need for 
respecting the political transition’s roadmap in Libya that will 
lead the country to stability and elections, the Libya Observ-
er reported on June 7th. The comments were made during a 
meeting between the two in Paris, where the two Ministers 
called for translating the ceasefire in Libya to actions, accord-
ing to a statement by the French Foreign Ministry.

Menfi reiterates call for reconciliation and removal of all mer-
cenaries from Libya
The President of the Presidential Council (PC), Mohammed 
Menfi, stressed the relevance of comprehensive national rec-
onciliation, in a meeting with members of the High Committee 
of the Libyan Stability Forum, according to the Libya Observer 
on June 7th. Menfi stressed his strife in achieving national sov-
ereignty and expelling all foreign fighters and mercenaries, 
but also the unification of all state institutions, along with sup-
porting the ceasefire, to follow up on the decisions of the 5+5 
Joint Military Committee.

Libya and Tunisia discuss inaugurating shipping lines
The Deputy Transport Ministers of Libya and Tunisia met yes-
terday at the Ministry in Tripoli within the framework of com-
pleting economic integration between the two countries and 
to open a new economic page. This comes on the back of re-
cent bilateral visits by high profile politicians, the Libya Her-
ald reported on June 7th. The meeting confirmed that work 
was underway to inaugurate a marine line between the two 
countries and operating buses between the two countries, the 
paper wrote.

Russian mercenaries left Libya lethally booby-trapped
Russian mercenaries have booby-trapped everything in Libya, 
from streets, houses to even dolls, according to a report in  
The Independent on Monday 7th. “Russian mercenaries fled 
the Libyan capital last summer, leaving behind booby-trapped 
houses and yards,” the newspaper quoted Libyan demining 
experts as saying. “They [Russian mercenaries] attached ex-

plosives to toilet seats, doors, and teddy bears, designed to 
detonate upon touch.”

Libya: Red Crescent official kidnapped in Ajdabiya
The Libyan Red Crescent said Sunday that unidentified assail-
ants abducted one of its local officials several days ago in the 
eastern city of Ajdabiya, North Africa.com reported on June 
7th. Mansour Ati al-Maghrabi, head of the Red Crescent’s Ajda-
biya branch, was kidnapped on Thursday 3rd, and the United 
Nations Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL) expressed concern 
for Maghrabi’s safety.

Haftar’s military courts continue to sentence civilians
The military court of Qirnada in eastern Libya has sentenced 
the former director of the public service company in Darna, 
Talal Al-Hanshiri, to 16 years in prison, the Victims for Human 
Rights Organization said on Saturday 5th. Residents from 
Darna signed a memorandum demanding the release of Al-
Hanshiri, praising his highly moral stances, according to the 
organization.

Libya to increase oil production to 1.5 million by year end
Libya’s Oil Minister Mohamed Aoun said Libya’s oil production 
before the 2011 revolution had reached an estimated at 1.7 mil-
lion barrels per day (bpd), and that the National Oil Corporation 
(NOC) plans to reach 1.5 bpd by the end of this year. the Libya 
Herald reported on June 3rd. The Oil Minister said the sector, 
in light of the severe damage to the infrastructure, needs huge 
funds, as there are fields that have been completely damaged, 
such as the Mabrouk, Zella, Al-Ghani and Al-Sabah fields, and 
they need investment and not operational expenses to restore 
them.

To read MAST’s Libyan Country report on MASTOPEDIA, 
please click here.
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Central and South America 
Nothing significant to report.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Standing advice: 
The repercussions of a vessel being caught acting as a mule 
with drugs stowed will depend on the type, amount and na-
tional laws, but may be disruptive and costly. When and if 
operating in these areas, especially Columbia and Peru, it is 
advised that: 
• Potential stowage areas such as rudder shafts are denied as 
far as possible, and/or routinely searched. 
• Access points are closely monitored by a vigilant watch for 
the duration of the vessel’s call at port. 
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Note: The forecasts are correct as of the day before publication. For latest updates please follow the provided links. 
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Nothing significant to report.

Severe Weather Warnings 
Warnings detailed on this page are from the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) and are 
issued by respective Regional Specialised Metrological Centres, Tropical Cyclone Centres or Na-
tional Meteorological Services. For further information on severe weather warnings please click 
here.   
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