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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on:

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect 
the safety of commercial and private vessels and personnel 
ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil conflict 
are directly impacting on maritime operations; and

• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and 
other related criminal activity.
 
MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, 
accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is entrenched 
and committed in continuing to support
and promote the awareness of the very real risks that
seafarers and other stakeholders face.
 
This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of
MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence
specialises in providing clients with a suite of products and 
services, including; political and economic risk analysis, de-
tailed port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, 
threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management.
 
Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts,
MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertain-
ing to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter  to keep abreast 
with these insightful weekly reports and more —  
including real time security updates.

Editor: David Rider
www.mast-security.com
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Issue 287 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the fragile and conflict 
affected coastal states Libya, Somalia and Yemen. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, 
incidents affecting maritime security and influencing maritime news are also report-
ed and analysed, focusing on the keys theatres of maritime instability.  

Coronavirus Port and Terminal Restrictions
The situation remains extremely fluid. For the most recent updates on closures and re-openings, MAST Security 
recommends using the Wilhemsen Covid-19 Global Port Restrictions Map. Please Click Here to visit their site. 

https://twitter.com/MAST_Security
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2987168?trk=tyah
https://www.facebook.com/Maritime-Asset-Security-and-Training-Ltd-MAST-362993160565911/timeline/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2987168?trk=tyah
https://twitter.com/MAST_Security
http://www.mast-security.com/
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.wilhelmsen.com/ships-agency/campaigns/coronavirus/coronavirus-map/
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Gulf of Guinea
Maritime experts have highlighted some steps the government can take in order to tackle piracy 
attacks on Nigerian waters, Nigeria’s Punch newspaper reported on June 27th. Prof. Ayodeji Olu-
koju of the University of Lagos emphasised a ‘hardware’ and ‘software’ approach to security man-
agement. “The hardware is acquiring weapons, boats, and aircraft. But there is also the software; 
you talk to the people, engage them because an idle hand is the devil’s workshop. There has to 
be an integrated approach to maritime security management.”

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Nigerian Navy: we’re not aware of any threat to attack oil fa-
cilities
Nigeria’s National Online reported on June 26th that the Ni-
gerian Navy has said it is battle-ready for groups threatening 
to carry out attacks against critical oil installations in the Niger 
Delta region or any other part of the country. A militant group, 
the Niger Delta Avengers had threatened to launch ‘Operation 
Humble’ in the creeks of the Niger Delta against oil installa-
tions. The militants released a statement on June 26th, stat-
ing: “This operation shall be coded ‘Operation Humble’ aimed 
at bringing down targeted oil installations in the Niger Delta 
capable of humbling the economy into permanent recession.”

NIMASA Moves to End War Risk Insurance Liability in Gulf of 
Guinea
Speaking after the recent official flag-off of the DBP, Dr Jamoh 
said: “Since the deployment of the Deep Blue Project assets in 
February, there had been a steady decline in piracy attacks in 
Nigerian waters on a monthly basis. We, therefore, invite the 
international shipping community to rethink the issue of war 
risk insurance on cargo bound for our ports. Nigeria has dem-
onstrated enough commitment towards tackling maritime in-
security to avert such premium burden.”

Navy to acquire more survey vessels
The Nigerian Navy (NN) has said it is planning to acquire more 
hydrographic vessels for effective charting of the country’s 
maritime space and ensure safer sea routes and channels. 
There have been a number of incidents over the years, involv-
ing wrecks and other obstacles, and Nigeria is gradually taking 
charge of the charting and mapping of its maritime space, a 
role the UK performed for more than 100 years. Nigeria estim-
ages that there are around 3,000 shipwrecks in its waters and 

has vowed to clear them.

Nigeria, French Navies Strengthen Partnership to Tackle 
Maritime Crime in Gulf of Guinea
In a bid to curb maritime crimes and insecurity, particularly 
around the Gulf of Guinea (GoG) waters, the Nigerian Navy 
(NN) and its French counterpart recently strengthened its 
partnership. The Commanding Officer, French Navy Ship Com-
mandant Bouan, Lieutenant General Commander Benoit Re-
nie said the essence of the collaboration was to enhance bilat-
eral relations which would in turn improve economic value in 
the country, local media reported on June 25th.

To see MAST Services in the region, please click here. 

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures:

2021:
Incidents reported: 32 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew kidnapped: 45 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)

2020: 
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)

2019: 
Incidents reported: 111 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew kidnapped: 121 (IMB)
Vessels hijacked: 4 (IMB)

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
https://mast-security.com/africa/
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Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Terror threat makes seafarer crew change impossible in 
northern Mozambique: ITF
Ship owners should stop attempting to perform crew changes 
in northern Mozambique while seafarers are at risk of attack or 
kidnapping by violent terrorist groups operating in the region, 
SeaNews reported on June 29th. The call came from the Inter-
national Transport Workers’ Federation (ITF), in support of calls 
by the Norwegian Maritime Union, amid rising concern over 
security in the country.

Iran Navy Chief Goes to Reunion Island for IONS Meeting 
Commander of the Iranian Navy Rear Admiral Hossein Khan-
zadi traveled to Reunion Island, a French department in the 
Indian Ocean, to take part in the 7th edition of the Indian Ocean 
Naval Symposium (IONS). The commander of Iran’s Navy, 
which holds the rotating presidency of the IONS, has gone to 
Reunion Island, located in the Indian Ocean near Madagascar, 
southeast of Africa, Iran’s Tasnim News reported on June 27th.

Mozambique: ‘Military ready to crush rebels’
The Southern Times reported on June 27th that President 
Nyusi of Mozambique had said on Friday 25th that the coun-
try was ready to root out Islamic State-linked terrorists in the 
North, with the assistance of allies in the region. On Wednes-
day, the SADC, a 16-nation bloc, agreed to deploy forces to 
combat the ongoing insurgency in the country. 

Navy Deploying Warships in Indian Ocean Amid Tensions
Russian news outlet, Sputnik, reported on June 25th that amid 
rising border tensions between China and India over Ladakh, 
the Indian Navy had shifted naval assets to send a message to 

China. They quoted Indian Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on 
Friday, saying: “Navy’s proactive forward deployment during 
the Galwan standoff signalled our intent that we seek peace 
but are ready for any eventuality,” Rajnath Singh said after visit-
ing the Indigenous Aircraft Carrier (IAC) at Ernakulam wharf of 
the Cochin port.

India, U.S. Navies Hold Complex Air and Sea Drills in the In-
dian Ocean
USNI reported on June 24th that the U.S. Navy had carried out 
a high-tempo exercise in the Indian Ocean involving the Ron-
ald Reagan Carrier Strike Group along with the Indian Navy and 
Indian Air Force. The drills come at the start of the 27th annual 
Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training (CARAT) exercise 
series with CARAT Sri Lanka on June 24th, which will include 
USS Charleston (LCS-18) and the first official participation of 
the Japanese Maritime Self Defense Force (JMSDF) destroyer 
JS Yugiri (DD-153).

Russian Navy to hold drills with India and Pakistan this year
Tass, the Russian news agency, reported on June 24th that 
the Russian Navy will hold naval drills with both the Indian 
and Pakistan navies later this year. “Our foreign partners have 
had to reduce their participation in international drills over the 
pandemic. Traditionally, we will hold drills with our Indian and 
Pakistani partners. As part of IMDS-2021, we will discuss these 
drills with our colleagues today,” the agenct quoted Russian 
Navy Commander-in-Chief Admiral Nikolai Yevmenov as say-
ing. 

To see MAST’s services in the Indian Ocean Region, please 
click here.

Indian Ocean Region
Indian media outlets report that Royal Navy officer, (ILO) Lieutenant Commander Stephen Smith, 
has now joined Indian colleagues as part of a team to coordinate surveillance and monitoring 
of the Indian Ocean by the Information Fusion Centre – Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR). The IFC-
IOR, which was established in April 2019, has liaison officers from five countries – the US, France, 
Japan, Australia and now the UK.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
https://mast-security.com/indian-ocean/
https://mast-security.com/indian-ocean/
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Control of Somali territory (Jan 2021) Source: Wikimedia 
Commons

Analysis
On 8th February 2021, the Council of Presidential Candidates an-
nounced that they no longer recognise Mohamed as the President of 
Somalia since his constitutional term in office expired on 8th Febru-
ary without any agreement on the path toward elections to replace 
him. James Swan, the Special Representative and Head of the UN 
Assistance Mission in Somalia, confirmed that the electoral imple-
mentation tensions had been compounded by questions over the  
legitimacy of Mohamed’s mandate following the expiry of his con-
stitutional term in office, and that the growing political tensions 
threatened Somalia’s State-building progress and even security. He 
encouraged Somalia’s political leaders to “pull back from confronta-
tion and avoid risky winner-take-all tactics”. Over the past 6 weeks 
there have been numerous attacks against politicians, including for-
mer high ranking ministers and leaders, and attacks on journalists in 
Somalia. Specifically, Amnesty International has called on the Somali 
authorities to bring an end to the arbitrary arrest and persecution of 
journalists in Puntland.
Given the blatant disregard for the constitution by the current Presi-
dent, Somalia’s political future as a nation state remains uncertain. 
Indeed, regional fragmentation may once again be on the cards, and 
this can only be to the benefit of Al Shabaab terrorists as well as crimi-
nal organisations who may be interested at some point in  a return to 
piracy in the Indian Ocean.
Threat Assessment
There is a risk that complacency in some quarters has seen a reduc-
tion in PMSC presence in these waters that could result in a piracy 
success. A lack of adherence to BMP5 protocol, particularly not main-
taining a safe distance off the coast, has increased risks to shipping. 
Merchant vessels would be wise to maintain the same distance from 
the coast, particularly ensuring that the Socotra Gap isn’t taken. All 
vessels are advised to update risk assessments and register with 
UKMTO/MSCHOA prior to entering the Indian Ocean High Risk Area 
(HRA).

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

 Under control of Al Shabaab and allies
 Under control of neutral forces
 Under control of Government and allies
 Somaliland Government
 Territory disputed by Puntland and Somaliland

Somalia
Twenty-one men have been executed in Somalia’s semi-autonomous state of Puntland after 
they were convicted of being members of the Islamist militant group Al Shabab. They were sen-
tenced by a military court in Galkayo and shot by a firing squad. State radio said 18 of the men 
had carried out assassinations and bombings over more than a decade, BBC News reported on 
June 27th.

IED Materials Recovered as Police Kill Militant
Somali police reportedly shot and killed a suspected Al 
Shabaab terrorist on Monday 28th, who was intercepted by lo-
cal security teams while transporting guns and bomb making 
materials in Garissa county, near the border with Kenya. 

41 militants killed in attack
The Somali National Army (SNA) report that they killed 41 Al 
Shabaab terrorists and injured several others during an at-
tempted attack in Galmudug state. A SNA commander told 
media outlets that at least eight soldiers were also killed dur-
ing Sunday 27th’s incident close to an army base in Wisil. The 
military said some of the civilians and soldiers wounded in 
the fighting were taken to the country’s capital Mogadishu for 
medical treatment, according to reporting by Xinhau.

Roadside blast kills soldier in northeast Somalia
Xinhau reported that at least one soldier was killed and three 
others wounded on Saturday 26th in a roadside blast targeting 
Puntland region’s security minister. The state-owned televi-
sion reported that the explosion targeted a convoy of Puntland 
State Security Minister, Abdisamad Galan near Bali Dhidin vil-
lage in Bari region on the outskirts of Bosaso, northeast Soma-
lia. The minister survived the attack.

Fewer Kenyan Youths Joining Al Shabaab 
Kenyan authorities say at least 350 young people who joined 
the Somali Islamist militant group Al Shabaab have surren-

dered this year and will be reintegrated into society. Security 
agencies in Kenya’s coast region say fewer youth are crossing 
to Somalia to fight for the group in a sign that counterterror-
ism measures are working. Kenyan counterterrorism officials 
are in the county of Mombasa this week to help sensitize the 
community against violent extremism and to assist former Al 
Shabaab fighters.

Modern Terminal Opens At Somaliland’s Berbera Port
Port operator DP World opened a new container terminal at the 
port of Berbera last week. The new shipping facility became 
operational on Thursday 24th during ceremonies attended by 
a high-level Ethiopian delegation led by Ahmed Shide, Ethio-
pia’s minister of finance, and by Mustafa Mohammed Omar, 
the president of Ethiopia’s Somali region. The development is 
a part of a $101 million project to expand the port on the south-
ern coast of the Gulf of Aden.

3 Indonesians Abandoned Chinese Ship in Somalia
The Indonesian Ministry of Foreign Affairs together with the 
Indonesian Embassy in Nairobi and in Beijing are seeking the 
repatriation of three abandoned indonesians in Somalia by the 
Chinese ship they work on. In a written statement received 
in Jakarta on Thursday 24th, it was said that in March, the Di-
rectorate of Protection of Indonesian Citizens and Legal Enti-
ties had received complaints from three Indonesian citizens 
of Liao Dong Yu 571 ship. They claimed to be abandoned and 
asked to be repatriated to the country.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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Control of Yemen territory (September 2020)

Source:  Wikimedia Commons
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Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP)
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Controlled by Southern Transitional Council

Yemen
Intense fighting has continued in Yemen’s Marib region, with media outlets reporting on June 
27th that at least 111 had been killed in a three-day period, according to pro-government sources. 
The fighting between Thursday and Sunday killed 29 pro-government personnel and at least 82 
rebels, three pro-government sources told AFP. Rebel forces have not confirmed the toll.

Saudi project clears 1,501 more mines in Yemen
The Saudi Project for Landmine Clearance (Masam) disman-
tled 1,501 mines in Yemen during the fourth week of June, the 
Saudi Press Agency reported on Tuesday, Arab News said in an 
article. The recovered mines comprised nine anti-personnel 
mines, 655 anti-tank mines, 835 unexploded ordnances and 
two explosive devices.

Yemenis tell UK defence secretary of ‘immense loss’ to drone 
strikes
The Guardian newspaper reported on Monday 28th that rela-
tives of Yemenis killed in drone strikes had written to UK De-
fence Minister, Ben Wallace, to ask him about possible UK 
involvement in drone strikes in the country. The family mem-
bers said they have suffered “immense loss” of loved ones – 
including children – at the hands of US targeted drone strikes 
and are demanding to know what part the UK has played, The 
Guardian said.

Saudi aid agency continues health projects in Yemen
With the help of the King Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief 
Center (KSrelief), the project to support nutrition for children 
under five, pregnant women and nursing mothers provided 
medical and nutritional services to 10,794 beneficiaries in one 
week in Yemen’s governorates of Aden, Lahij, Taiz, Hodeidah, 
Hadramout, Hajjah and Marib, Yemen Online reported on Mon-
day 28th.

Yemen FM to Asharq Al-Awsat: Yemen is on the brink
Asharq Al-Awsat reported on Sunday 27th that Yemen’s For-
eign Minister Ahmed Awad bin Mubarak admitted that Yemen 
is on the brink of collapse. The Minister, however, also said that 
he believed that there were several opportunities for peace 
and stressed that ending the conflict was paramount. 

US asks Houthis to end stockpiling of relief aid
US Special Envoy to Yemen, Tim Lenderking, urged the Hou-
this and Yemeni government to engage in the ceasefire pro-
cess and end the crisis of delivering aid and fuel. “We also urge 
the Houthis to avoid stockpiling and manipulating fuel prices 

which we fear has kept prices artificially high even as fuel has 
arrived through Hodeidah and over land through southern 
ports,” Asharq Al-Awsat reported on June 25th.

Fighting between STC brigades kills two in Yemen’s Aden
The New Arab reported on June 24th that clashes between 
two brigades of the STC had seen two soldiers killed and at 
least 15 wounded in the city of Aden. As the interim seat of 
government, Aden has seen tensions rise in recent weeks be-
tween STC representatives and the internationally recognised 
government. 

Yemen migrant death toll could be much higher
The Daily Sabah reported on June 24th that casualty figures 
from a recent migrant shipwreck off Yemen could be signifi-
cantly higher than first thought. According to an official with 
UN, David Gressly, as many as 300 migrants may have lost 
their life during the capsizing of their vessel. Gressly made his 
comments during a webinar sponsored by the National Coun-
cil on the U.S.-Arab relations. It came just a week after resi-
dents reported seeing a number of human bodies washed in 
Ras al-Arah, on Yemen’s Red Sea coast, the paper reported.

Saudi air defenses intercepts five drones
As part of its ongoing campaign against Saudi Arabia, Houthi 
rebels reportedly deployed five drones against Jazan prov-
ince on June 24th. Saudi Arabian air defences stated that the 
explosive-laden drones were destroyed without incident. On 
Sunday 27th, Saudi coalition forces added that they had also 
destroyed two ballistic missiles and another drone which had 
been fired towards Saudi Arabia. 

MAST recommends BMP measures be enforced and watches 
strengthened during transits in the region.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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South East Asia
The naval incident in the sea off the Crimean peninsula on June 23rd highlights the resurgence of 
British sea power. Accounts of what actually happened differ. Russia’s defence ministry claimed 
that warning shots were fired at the British destroyer HMS Defender within their territorial waters 
off Sevastopol. The UK Ministry of Defence denied that this happened and added that: “The Royal 
Navy ship is conducting innocent passage through Ukrainian territorial waters in accordance with 
international law,” Basil Germond wrote for The Conversation.

Incidents: 
1. Two persons boarded Marshall Islands-flagged container 
ship during anchoring operations at 2136 UTC in position Ja-
karta Anchorage, Indonesia. Duty AB noticed the unauthorised 
persons and raised the alarm. Seeing the alerted crew the 
persons escaped in a waiting boat with a further four persons. 
Incident reported to the coast guard who boarded for investi-
gation. Nothing reported stolen. Reported (IMB) 24th Jun.

2. Late Report: Second Officer onboard anchored Singapore-
flagged container ship spotted about four or five unauthor-
ised persons onboard from an unidentified motorised banca 
leaving the container ship at 0030 LT in position 14:33.87N 
- 120:55.33E, South Harbour Anchorage, Manila, Philippines. 
Crew immediately informed the duty officer. Master reported 
incident to VTMS Manila and conducted an assessment to de-
termine the missing items on board the ship. After conducting 
inventory of the ship stores, some cans of paint were stolen. 
Reported (ReCAAP) 16th Jun.

3. Late report: Unnoticed, robbers boarded an anchored Mar-
shall Islands-flagged container ship and escaped with ship’s 
stores. The theft was noticed by the duty crew during routine 
rounds 1530 UTC in position 14:33.4N – 120:55.2E, Manila An-
chorage, Philippines. Coast guard informed. Reported (IMB) 
9th Jun.

Official says cross-border criminals, including Abu Sayyaf, 
hiding in islands bordering Sabah
The State Police Commissioner for Sabah, Datuk Hazani Ghaz-
ali, warned on June 29th that cross-border criminal gangs and 
Abu Sayyaf Group terrorists are hiding on islands which border 
Malaysia and international waters and are believed to be wait-
ing for an opportunity to return to Sabah itself. He told media 

outlets that the latest intelligence suggested that this was the 
case despite security patrols and anti-terror operations in the 
region.

Indonesia and US building maritime training centre
CNN reported on June 28th that the US and Indonesia have 
broken ground on a new $3.5 million maritime training center 
in the strategic area of Batam, in the Riau Islands, according 
to Indonesia’s maritime security agency, Bakamla. The training 
center, located at the strategic meeting point of the Malacca 
Strait and the South China Sea, will be run by Bakamla and 
houses classrooms, barracks and a launch pad, CNN said.

PCG activates new base in Eastern Sulu
The Manila Bulletin reported on June 25th that the Philippines 
Coast Guard had activated a new base station in Luuk, Sulu on 
Wednesday 23rd. The base is intended to step up their pres-
ence in eastern Sulu and Tawi-Tawi, as intelligence about pos-
sible Abu Sayyaf activities is announced by Malaysia.

Indonesian Navy begins receiving ScanEagle UAVs from US
Janes reported on June 24th that Indonesia had begun to 
receive ScanEagle UAVs from the US, as part of a donation 
programme. Janes reported that the US had donated at least 
eight ScanEagles to the country, as part of a capacity building 
programme for Southeast Asian navies.

3

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
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    Migrant crossings 2017-2021. Source:  UNHRC
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European Waters
The UK’s Daily Mail reports that people smugglers have begun to use much larger inflatable 
boats to transport migrants across the Channel. In an article on June 28th, the paper carried im-
ages of rubber boats up to 36m in length which had been spotted in Dover. The paper further 
reported that some 5,000 migrants had so far made the crossing this year. 

Two migrants dead, 178 rescued by Tunisian navy
InfoMigrants reports that the Tunisian Navy engaged in sig-
nificant rescue missions on Sunday 27th, rescuing some 178 
migrants in the Mediterranean after their craft broke down. 
An oil rig in the area had raised the alarm and the migrants, 
who left the Libyan port of Zuwara on Friday, were picked up. 
This was the second major rescue operation in as many days. 
On Thursday 24th, the Tunisian Navy rescued 267 migrants 
en route to Italy who had also got into difficulty.  

33 European cities sign ‘alliance of safe harbours’ declara-
tion
An international network of cities is advocating for the just 
distribution of refugees and migrants in the European Un-
ion. During a founding conference in Italy, they articulated 
their vision of a welcoming Europe, InfoMigrants reported on 
June 28th. On Friday (June 25), 33 European cities signed a 
declaration in the Italian city of Palermo to establish the “In-
ternational Alliance of Safe Harbours”. All signees are united 
in their willingness to take in more refugees and migrants.

EU agrees additional funding for Turkey
As part of an ongoing discussion on a customs union update 
with Turkey, the EU has agreed to funds of 3 billion Euros to 
be made available to Turkey. The money is intended to assist 
the country’s fight against irregular migration in the Mediter-
ranean as well as to improve the conditions for the more than 
3 million Syrian refugees currently in the country, media out-
lets reported on June 25th. 

Italy’s message to European Council: EU nations should 
take migrants to own ports
Italy is pushing for ships bearing flags of other nations to take 
rescued migrants to ‘their own ports’ in accordance with the 
safe port rule. “It is fundamental, pending an overall reform 
of immigration containment policies and the Dublin rule, to 
ensure that flag states of European ships carrying out rescue 
operations at sea cooperate in selecting a port of landing 
and take responsibility to host rescued people, in the respect 
of international conventions and sea law,” the motion before 
the Italian parliament read.

Frontex & Spanish Police Will Oversee Three Spanish Ports 
to Prevent Smuggling This Summer
Media outlets reported on June 25th that Frontex, in partner-
ship with the Spanish National Police, have launched an op-
eration called Minerva, which will be conducted at ports in 
Spain this summer as part of border control operations. The 
ports of Algeciras, Tarifa and Ceuta will see additional Fron-
text personnel deployed in order to assist security work and 
prevent illegal migration.

60 migrants picked up in the Channel
The Daily Mail reported on June 24th that Border Force as-
sets had intecepted a boat carrying 60 migrants in the Chan-
nel and transported them to a holding centre. Immigration 
officials are warning that Border Force agents are struggling 
to cope with the extraordinary surge, the paper said.

The current migrant smuggling situation

UNHCR reports an increase of around 1,000 arrivals since we 
updated our graph last week. Ongoing favourable conditions at 
sea, combined with the apparent ease people smugglers in Lib-
ya continue to enjoy seem to indicate the the situation in terms 
of prevention within Libya itself remain an aspiration rather than 
a reality. Much focus will remain on the English Channel, where 
crossing numbers remain high and challenge the UK’s border se-
curity, which remains a focus of the government. However, pre-
venting migrants reaching Europe initially remains the ultimate 
goal of EU states and the UK itself. 

Lebanon says it thwarted drug shipment intended for Saudi 
Arabia
Arab News reported on June 29th that Lebanese authorities have 
seized some 100,000 amphetamine pills that were hidden in a 
batch of sterilization equipment set to be shipped to Saudi Arabia. 
The news comes two days after Saudi authorities stopped a ship-
ment of 14.4 million pills being sent from Lebanon to the country. 
Three arrests have been made, but the incident has highlighted 
the scale of smuggling in the Mediterranean. 

Two dead on migrant boat off Spain’s Canary Islands
Spanish media reported on June 28th that two bodies had been 
found in a migrant boat intercepted overnight off the Canary Is-
lands. The boat was carrying 37 migrants at the time of the res-
cue operation and was intercepted by authorities off the coast 
of Grand Canaria, The Daily Times reported. A further seven mi-
grants required medical assistance. 

MSF Suspends Work in Libyan Detention Centers in Protest 
Over Violence
Medical charity Doctors Without Borders (MSF) announced it 
would suspend its medical care at two Libyan detention centres 
due to the unacceptable level of violence, and will not return until 
conditions improve, according to a statement on June 27th.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
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Control of Northern Libyan territory (June  2020)

Source: Wikimedia Commons

Controlled by the Tobruk led government

Controlled by the Government of National Accord

Controlled by ISIS

Controlled by local forces

Controlled by Tuareg forces
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Libya
Following a successful meeting in Berlin between Libya’s transitional leadership, foreign minis-
ters from Egypt, Turkey, Tunisia, Algeria, France and Italy, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, 
and senior officials from Russia, the United Arab Emirates and others, a gradual process of with-
drawal of foreign troops and mercenaries from Libya has now been agreed, media outlets re-
ported. 

Libya takes umbrage at US oil comments
Energy Voice reported on June 28th that the newly-formed 
Libyan Ministry of Oil and Gas had condemned statements 
from the US embassy for “interference” in its affairs. The em-
bassy had reportedly Tweeted that the NOC was “sole inde-
pendent and legitimate oil company”. The comments upset 
the ministry, which was quick to point out that the NOC was 
just one of the institutions within the ministry. 

Possible Presidential Run by Gadhafi’s Son
Saif al-Islam Gadhafi, son of the late Libyan autocrat Moam-
mar Gadhafi, hasn’t been seen in public since his rebel captors 
released him from detention in 2017. But he appears now to be 
mulling a run for the presidency of the war-torn north African 
country in elections the United Nations and Western powers 
are pressing for in December. The prospect of Saif figuring in 
the elections is unnerving Western diplomats and internation-
al democracy advisers, who say Libya’s troubled peace pro-
cess has enough major obstacles to overcome without Gad-
hafi’s son, a highly polarizing figure, getting involved, Voice of 
America reported on June 28th.

Clashes in Benghazi kill at least five
Tribal violence broke out on Saturday 26th between two fami-
lies in Benghazi, leading to the deaths of five people, Libyan 
media reported, as rival militias attacked one another. The Lib-
yan Observer states that the security situation in Benghazi de-
teriorated sharply since 2014 after it fell under Haftar’s control

Italy denies plans to expand its military presence in Libya
The Italian General Defence Staff has denied its intention to 
build its presence in Libya, stressing that media reports in this 
regard are false, Libya Observer reported on June 26th. Ac-
cording to the Italian General Defence Staff, the troops present 
now in Libya amount to 250 units while the agreement with 
the Libyan side allows up to 400 units, the Italian magazine 
Formica reported.

Our experts in Libya cannot be equated with mercenaries
The Turkish Foreign Ministry said on Friday 25th that it had re-

fused during Berlin 2 conference on Libya equating its trainers 
and advisors with mercenaries, Libya Observer reported. Turk-
ish Foreign Ministry Spokesman, Tango Bilgic, said that the 
country would not be questioned on its trainers and advisors 
within Libya.  

Operation IRINI confirms its commitment to training Libyan 
Coast Guard and Navy
The European military operation IRINI confirmed that a Liby-
an delegation, led by the head of the Libyan border guards 
and representatives of all Libyan border security institutions, 
visited the headquarters of the operation and was hosted by 
Admiral Fabio Agostini, Libyan media reported on June 26th. 
During the visit, IRINI confirmed its commitment to the ongo-
ing training programme for Libya, to enhance the country’s 
capacity-building. 

Potential terrorist attacks in the western region in Libya
Libyan security forces have warned of an increased threat in 
Libya posed by al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb. Chief of the 
Libyan Intelligence Service, Hussein Al-Aeb, is said to have 
raised the matter with the Prime Minister and other senior cab-
inet members, in which he confirmed the ‘very reliable intelli-
gence’ regarding the intention of Al-Qaeda to launch attacks in 
the western region, specifically, Tripoli, Al-Zawiya and Surman, 
according to news reports on June 25th.

UK PM meets with Libya’s interim Prime Minister
Boris Johnson, UK Prime Minister, welcomed Libya’s interim 
Prime Minister Abdulhamid Dabaiba to Downing Street on 
June 24th, to reaffirm the UK’s support for his efforts to stabi-
lise Libya and oversee the transition to democracy. They dis-
cussed the ongoing security concerns in Libya, including the 
destabilising presence of foreign fighters, and the importance 
of making progress towards holding national elections in De-
cember.

To read MAST’s Libyan Country report on MASTOPEDIA, 
please click here.
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Hijack

Kidnap

Approach/Attack

Suspicious Activity

Theft

Central and South America 
Nothing significant to report.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Standing advice: 
The repercussions of a vessel being caught acting as a mule 
with drugs stowed will depend on the type, amount and na-
tional laws, but may be disruptive and costly. When and if 
operating in these areas, especially Columbia and Peru, it is 
advised that: 
• Potential stowage areas such as rudder shafts are denied as 
far as possible, and/or routinely searched. 
• Access points are closely monitored by a vigilant watch for 
the duration of the vessel’s call at port. 
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Note: The forecasts are correct as of the day before publication. For latest updates please follow the provided links. 
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Nothing significant to report.

Severe Weather Warnings 
Warnings detailed on this page are from the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) and are 
issued by respective Regional Specialised Metrological Centres, Tropical Cyclone Centres or Na-
tional Meteorological Services. For further information on severe weather warnings please click 
here.   
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