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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on:

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect 
the safety of commercial and private vessels and personnel 
ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil conflict 
are directly impacting on maritime operations; and

• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and 
other related criminal activity.
 
MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, 
accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is entrenched 
and committed in continuing to support
and promote the awareness of the very real risks that
seafarers and other stakeholders face.
 
This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of
MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence
specialises in providing clients with a suite of products and 
services, including; political and economic risk analysis, de-
tailed port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, 
threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management.
 
Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts,
MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertain-
ing to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter  to keep abreast 
with these insightful weekly reports and more —  
including real time security updates.

Editor: David Rider
www.mast-security.com
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Issue 289 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the fragile and conflict 
affected coastal states Libya, Somalia and Yemen. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, 
incidents affecting maritime security and influencing maritime news are also report-
ed and analysed, focusing on the keys theatres of maritime instability.  

Coronavirus Port and Terminal Restrictions
The situation remains extremely fluid. For the most recent updates on closures and re-openings, MAST Security 
recommends using the Wilhemsen Covid-19 Global Port Restrictions Map. Please Click Here to visit their site. 

https://twitter.com/MAST_Security
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2987168?trk=tyah
https://www.facebook.com/Maritime-Asset-Security-and-Training-Ltd-MAST-362993160565911/timeline/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2987168?trk=tyah
https://twitter.com/MAST_Security
http://www.mast-security.com/
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.wilhelmsen.com/ships-agency/campaigns/coronavirus/coronavirus-map/
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Gulf of Guinea
On Wednesday July 7th, regional media reported that Togo had sentenced nine pirates up to 20 
years in prison for their involvement in a hijacking of MT G-Dona 1 in the country’s waters in May 
2019. The tanker was boarded and hijacked at Lome anchorage before later being intercepted by 
the Togo Navy. Reports suggest that the ruling is one of the first successful piracy prosecutions 
in the country. 

Incidents: 
1. On the 09th July at 0033UTC, an MV (NAME WITHHELD) 
reported a robbery whilst at Conakry anchorage in position 
09°18’00’’N – 013°49’00’’W. Seven armed intruders managed 
to climb onboard and steal crew belongings, before leaving. 
Crew is reported safe. Reported by MDAT-GoG. (Not shown on 
chart)
2. On the 06 th July at 2230UTC, an MV (NAME WITHHELD) re-
ported a suspicious activity in position 03°23’43”N - 009°05’40”E. 
Vessel was followed by two skiffs crossing her position at high 
speed (22 knots).One skiff approached the MV (NAME WITH-
HELD) to within 2.5 NM. The approach was aborted due to the 
close proximity of a FPSO. Reported by MDAT-GoG.

MDAT-GoG issues piracy threat alert on July 9th
MDAT-GoG is aware of an increased threat of piracy within an 
area bounded by : -
a.    022335N 0095021E
b.    022502N 0035745E
c.    025702S 0040011E
d.    025514S 0100212E

Ghanaian VP calls for joint fight against piracy in Gulf 
Ghanaian Vice President Mahamudu Bawumia on Wednesday 
7th called for effective cooperation and collaboration within 
the region to curb a recent surge in attacks by pirates in the 
Gulf of Guinea. He made the remarks at this year’s Interna-
tional Maritime Defence Conference and Exhibition held in Ac-
cra, which brought together regional and international chiefs 
of naval staff, regional air forces, and other stakeholders in the 
maritime industry from 70 countries and regions.

Ghana to Roll Out Comprehensive National Integrated Mari-
time Strategy to Address Piracy, Kidnappings
The government of Ghana Government is poised to endorse 

a National Integrated Maritime Strategy which will improve in-
teragency cooperation and boost collaboration among Land, 
Sea and Air Forces and key stakeholders in the country, Vice 
President Bawumia has disclosed. The move is being made to 
address piracy and kidnapping threats in the country’s waters 
and wider Gulf of Guinea, media reports said on July 7th.

To see MAST Services in the region, please click here. 

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures:

2021:
Incidents reported: 34 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew kidnapped: 45 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)

2020: 
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)

2019: 
Incidents reported: 111 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew kidnapped: 121 (IMB)
Vessels hijacked: 4 (IMB)

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
https://mast-security.com/africa/
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Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

EU approves military training mission in Mozambique
The European Union (EU) has approved a military training mis-
sion in Mozambique to support armed forces there to protect 
the civilian population. The mission will involve “military train-
ing, including operational preparation, specialised training in 
counter-terrorism, and training and education in the protec-
tion of civilians”, the BBC reported on July 12th.

Iran’s Navy Chief Says Vessels In The Atlantic Are A Message 
To the US
The commander of Iranian army’s navy, Hossein Khanzadi, has 
said that the presence of its vessels in the Atlantic Ocean “is a 
response to US claims that Iran would never be able to have 
a presence in the Atlantic,” Iran International reported on July 
11th.

Royal Navy and Japanese MSDF to hold joint drills
Japanese media reported on July 8th that plans have been 
finalised for both navies to take part in drills scheduled for 
September in the Gulf of Aden in the near future. The JMSDF 
is currently deployed in the Gulf and the Royal Navy carrier 
strike group led by HMS Queen Elizabeth will be involved in 
the exercise. It is hoped that US and Dutch naval assets may 
also be invited to join. 

Kenya launches Maritime Single Window System to improve 
ship turnaround time, reduce costs
Kenya has automated and standardised its electronic mari-
time system  to enhance information flow at the Mombasa 
port. The system will facilitate end-to-end information flow 
between shipping agents, ports authority and other maritime 

stakeholders and government agencies, the Star newspaper 
reported on July 8th. 

Iran to establish center for intl. maritime security coopera-
tion
Iranian plans for a comprehensive maritime security coordi-
nation centre are continuing. Iran Army’s Navy Commander 
Rear Admiral Hossein Khanzadi informed that the Coordina-
tion Center for International Maritime Security Cooperation will 
be established soon, Iranian media reported on July 7th. In his 
trip to the southeastern province of Sistan and Balouchestan, 
Khanzadi paid a visit to the prepared building for the named 
center and announced that the center will be inaugurated 
soon in the presence of high-ranking Iranian officials in Chaba-
har.

US Carrier Strike Group conducts exercise with Egyptian 
Navy
The Egyptian Navy guided-missile frigate ENS Taba (FFG 
916) and Dwight D. Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group (IKE 
CSG) conducted a passing exercise (PASSEX) in the Red Sea, 
June 29th-30th, the US Navy reported on July 5th. “Our strike 
group’s transit through the Red Sea with the Egyptian Navy 
is a great example of our continued commitment to regional 
partners,” said Rear Adm. Scott F. Robertson, commander, Car-
rier Strike Group 2. “We look forward to future opportunities 
with our Egyptian counterparts to enhance trust, cooperation 
and mutual respect. In short, we are more ready and stronger 
together.”

To see MAST’s services in the Indian Ocean Region, please 
click here.

Indian Ocean Region
Following news reports that Rwanda was depl0ying 1,000 troops to Mozambique, South Africa 
have expressed surprise at the move. South Africa’s Defence Minister Nosiviwe Mapisa-Nqakula 
has said the Rwandan troops were not supposed to arrive in Mozambique before the region-
al ones. The minister said it was not agreed by the Southern African Development Community 
(Sadc) heads of state that Rwandan troops would arrive first. To further complicate the security 
situation, on Friday 9th, Mozambican health authorities have declared that there is no longer any 
space to admit patients with Covid-19 at the country’s largest medical facility. 

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
https://mast-security.com/indian-ocean/
https://mast-security.com/indian-ocean/
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Control of Somali territory (Jan 2021) Source: Wikimedia 
Commons

Analysis
On 8th February 2021, the Council of Presidential Candidates an-
nounced that they no longer recognise Mohamed as the President of 
Somalia since his constitutional term in office expired on 8th Febru-
ary without any agreement on the path toward elections to replace 
him. James Swan, the Special Representative and Head of the UN 
Assistance Mission in Somalia, confirmed that the electoral imple-
mentation tensions had been compounded by questions over the  
legitimacy of Mohamed’s mandate following the expiry of his con-
stitutional term in office, and that the growing political tensions 
threatened Somalia’s State-building progress and even security. He 
encouraged Somalia’s political leaders to “pull back from confronta-
tion and avoid risky winner-take-all tactics”. Over the past 6 weeks 
there have been numerous attacks against politicians, including for-
mer high ranking ministers and leaders, and attacks on journalists in 
Somalia. Specifically, Amnesty International has called on the Somali 
authorities to bring an end to the arbitrary arrest and persecution of 
journalists in Puntland.
Given the blatant disregard for the constitution by the current Presi-
dent, Somalia’s political future as a nation state remains uncertain. 
Indeed, regional fragmentation may once again be on the cards, and 
this can only be to the benefit of Al Shabaab terrorists as well as crimi-
nal organisations who may be interested at some point in  a return to 
piracy in the Indian Ocean.
Threat Assessment
There is a risk that complacency in some quarters has seen a reduc-
tion in PMSC presence in these waters that could result in a piracy 
success. A lack of adherence to BMP5 protocol, particularly not main-
taining a safe distance off the coast, has increased risks to shipping. 
Merchant vessels would be wise to maintain the same distance from 
the coast, particularly ensuring that the Socotra Gap isn’t taken. All 
vessels are advised to update risk assessments and register with 
UKMTO/MSCHOA prior to entering the Indian Ocean High Risk Area 
(HRA).

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

 Under control of Al Shabaab and allies
 Under control of neutral forces
 Under control of Government and allies
 Somaliland Government
 Territory disputed by Puntland and Somaliland

Somalia
Somalia has vowed to sustain ongoing fight against Al Shabaab militants despite increased at-
tacks in the country by the group. Osman Dubbe, Minister for Information, Culture and Tourism 
said Saturday 11th’s attack in which a convoy of Banadir regional police commander Farhan Qa-
roleh was targeted, failed. “The Somali people will not let them (Al Shabaab militants) destroy 
what we have worked so hard to create,” Dubbe warned in a statement on Saturday 10th. At least 
nine people died during Saturday’s incident involving a VBIED, Xinhau reported.

First batch of Somali women police unit to train in Turkey
Somali Affairs reported on July 13th that the first group of So-
mali female police officers flew to Turkey for training on Mon-
day, in a bid to strengthen the Somalia’s security sector and 
increase women’s participation.

FAO intensifies aerial survey to contain desert locusts in So-
malia 
The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO) said it has scaled up intensive aerial control operations 
against numerous immature swarms in northwest Somalia. In 
its latest update released on Thursday evening, the UN food 
agency said there was no locust seen during surveys in the 
northeast state of Puntland. “Mainly aerial control operations 
continue against immature swarms and the few remaining late 
instar hopper bands on the escarpment and plateau in the 
northwest (Somaliland),” FAO said.

Roadside bomb leaves 2 citizens dead in Mufug
MenaFN reported on July 10th that a roadside bomb detonat-
ed on July 9th in Mudug killed at least two civilians on board a 
bus and wounded several others. The driver and his assistant 
both died in the blast, which is believed to have been caused 
by an IED deployed by Al Shabaab terrorists.

EU and FAO provide new fishing boat to Somalia
The European Union and the Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation of the United Nations (FAO) said on Thursday 8th they 

have delivered a new inshore fishing vessel to the Somalia’s 
Jubaland State to help keep fishers safer at sea. The 10.3-me-
ter vessel designed and built-in Somalia will provide a flexible 
arrangement suitable for both fishing and training. The ves-
sel is just one improvement in the fish supply chain aiming to 
deliver fresh, safe and nutritious fish to consumers in Somalia 
and abroad, the EU and FAO said in a joint statement issued in 
Mogadishu.

ISIS militants killed in Puntland
Puntland Security Forces [PSF] continued their fight against 
ISIS extremists who have been pushing to control the north-
ern state. On Friday 9th, PSF dislodged ISIS militants from their 
base in Timirse village, with officials hailing the gain as an “im-
portant achievement” in the operations to make Puntland a 
terrorists-free region in Somalia, Garowe Online reported. Four 
terrorists were reportedly killed during the action.

Somali Special Forces receive new vehicles 
The US military has donated a number armoured vehicles to 
the Danab Special Forces, who are leading the fight against Al 
Shabaab in the country. The new vehicles will give the force 
additional capability and training by US forces will continue, 
media reports stated on July 7th.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/


 7

Control of Yemen territory (September 2020)

Source:  Wikimedia Commons

Houthi 

Pro Hadi Government Forces

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP)
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Controlled by Southern Transitional Council

Yemen
Prince Khalid bin Salman bin Abdulaziz, Saudi Arabia’s Deputy Defence Minister, arrived in Wash-
ington last week for meetings with senior US officials on Yemen and other regional matters, me-
dia reports stated on July 7th. A White House statement said the Saudi minister met with national 
security adviser Jake Sullivan. The prince also met with Colin Kahl, the US defence undersecre-
tary for policy, and the two discussed “efforts to end the war in Yemen and the shared US-Saudi 
commitment to counter Iran’s destabilising activities” and other issues, the Pentagon said, Arab 
News reported.

Saudi aid agency continues water, food projects in Yemen
The King Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief Center (KSrelief) 
continued the implementation of its water supply and environ-
mental projects in Yemen’s Hodeidah governorate. Yemen On-
line reported on July 11th. In one week, 315,000 liters of drink-
ing water and 315,000 liters of water for other purposes were 
pumped into tanks across the region.

Iran, Sweden Weigh Plans for Settlement of Yemen Crisis
Ranking diplomats from Iran and Sweden discussed ways 
to resolve the crisis in Yemen and lift the blockade that has 
caused humanitarian problems in the Arab country. Sweden’s 
Special Envoy for Yemen Peter Semneby and Ali Asghar Khaji, 
the Iranian Foreign Minister’s senior adviser in special political 
affairs, held a meeting in Tehran on Monday 12th, Iran’s Tasnim 
News reported.

Suspected al Qaeda attack on police
Two Yemeni policemen were killed in the south-eastern prov-
ince of Hadramout on Saturday by unidentified gunmen, ac-
cording to an official of the internationally-recognised govern-
ment, Middle East Memo reported on July 12th. “The unknown 
gunmen opened fire and engaged in an armed confrontation 
with a police patrol near the airport in Seiyun, Hadramout’s 
second-largest city,” a source told the website. Three officers 
were injured in the incident.

Houthis take strategic areas on Bayda province
Iranian state media outlet, Tasnim, reported on July 10th that 
Houthi forces conducted a large-scale anti-Saudi military op-
eration in the central province of al-Bayda, and established 
control over several regions there. The report has not been 
verified independently. 

British army ‘secretly operating’ in Yemen
Middle East Monitor cites a report from website ‘Declassified’ 
which has stated that the UK has a team of military trainers in 
Yemen, working with Saudi forces. The website claimed that 
the UK troops were seen at Al-Ghaydah airport, in the east of 
the country and quoted a local journalist who was embedded 

with the Saudi forces, claiming: “They are a fully-fledged force. 
We can’t say they are minor.”

Conflict in Yemen has displaced nearly 41,000 people since 
January
The Andolu Agency reported on July 7th that the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM) had revealed that as many 
as 41,000 people had been displaced by ongoing fighting in 
Yemen so far this year. According to the UN Office for the Coor-
dination of Humanitarian Affairs, the conflict has claimed more 
than 233,000 lives.

Houthi Authorities Still Hinder Vaccination of Medical Staff
Health workers in Houthi-controlled areas in Yemen have re-
cently reported that they face significant barriers to obtain-
ing vaccines, and existing vaccines may expire before they 
are used. By failing to take all available measures to address 
the Covid-19 pandemic, Houthi authorities are subjecting the 
country’s medical workers to unnecessary risk, which could 
further devastate the country’s healthcare system. Human 
Rights Watch and others have previously criticized Houthi au-
thorities’ disinformation about the pandemic and their under-
mining international efforts to distribute vaccines.

Same Houthi Intransience to Face UN’s Fourth Special Envoy 
to Yemen
The UN’s Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs 
and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Martin Griffiths, will end his 
three-year tenure as the international body’s special envoy for 
Yemen without achieving any real breakthrough in the security 
crisis ravaging the war-torn country, Asharq Al-Awsat reported 
on July 7th. The newspaper was particularly downbeat on the 
hopes for a political breakthrough in the conflict, noting that 
the Houthis have already turned down two comprehensive so-
lution settlements. 

MAST recommends BMP measures be enforced and watches 
strengthened during transits in the region.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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South East Asia
US Secretary of State, Antony Blinken, reaffirmed America’s commitment to defend the Philip-
pines’ armed forces from attack in the South China Sea, under a 70-year-old mutual defense 
treaty, CNN reported on July 12th. The comments were made on Sunday 11th, in a statement 
which marked the anniversary of a tribunal ruling which rejected China’s claims over the water-
way.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

China Says it ‘Drove US Navy Ship Out of Disputed Waterway’
China said on Monday 12th that it drove a United States Navy 
ship out of a disputed area of the South China Sea. The Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army (PLA) said it sent ships and planes to the 
area around the Paracel Islands, a group of small islands and 
reefs. The PLA said it acted after the U.S.S. Benfold destroyer 
ship entered the waters. Chinese forces “warned them and 
drove them away,” the PLA said in a statement posted on social 
media, VOA reported.

IMB releases latest figures
The Singapore Straits recorded 16 incidents in the first six 
months of 2021, in comparison to 11 during the same period 
in 2020. These attacks are considered opportunistic in nature, 
but IMB warns that in seven incidents the perpetrators were 
armed with knives. In three separate incidents, seafarers were 
reported to have been either threatened, assaulted or injured, 
the IMB reported on July 12th.

Abu Sayyaf bomber killed in Sulu
A suspected Abu Sayyaf bomber was killed while two other 
bandits were wounded in a military offensive in Patikul, Sulu on 
Friday 9th. “A tracking unit was locating the fleeing Abu Sayyaf 
group… We believed two other terrorists were wounded in the 
assault,” a spokesman told PhilStar news.

Nearly 300 terrorists in Mindanao killed in last 6 months
To highlight the scale of the terrorism problem the Philip-
pines faces, the Western Mindanao Command (Wesmincom) 
has revealed that close to 300 members of terrorist groups in 
central and western Mindanao were killed during military op-
erations over the past six months.  114 Abu Sayyaf Group mem-

bers (ASG), 104 members of the Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom 
Fighters (BIFF), 11 high-valued targets and 64 members of the 
New People’s Army (NPA) were all killed by Philippine security 
forces, GMA News reported.

Oil spill off Manila after cargo ship collides with dredger
The Philippine Coast Guard is currently investigating the 
cause of a collision between a dredger and cargo ship which 
has spilled around 3,000 litres of oil into the waters off Manila 
South Harbour on July 8th. No crew members from either ves-
sel were reported injured in the incident.

ReCAAP ISC Capacity Building Virtual Lecture
60 officers from 19 ReCAAP Member States participated virtu-
ally in the first Capacity Building Virtual Lecture for 2021, or-
ganised by ReCAAP ISC, on 7th–8th July 2021. The main aim of 
this lecture was to deepen the understanding on legal aspects 
of piracy and armed robbery against ships so as to assist Fo-
cal Points/Contact Point (FP/CP) to fulfill their responsibilities. 
FPs/CP are the government agencies designated by ReCAAP 
Member States to be the primary points-of-contact for the Re-
CAAP information sharing network.

Malaysian Marine police seize more than RM220m of smug-
gled items from January to June
The Sun Daily reported on July 7th that an increase in patrols 
and surveillance in Malaysian waters had led to a three-fold in-
crease in the seizure of contraband goods and drugs since the 
beginning of the year. Federal marine police commander DCP 
Mohd Yusoff Mamat today said between January and June this 
year, the seizures were worth RM220.44 million compared with 
RM55.75 million for the same period last year. He said more 
than 70% of the seizures were illegal cigarettes and liquor fol-
lowed by drugs, the paper reported.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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    Migrant crossings 2017-2021. Source:  UNHRC
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European Waters
A top EU official has told the BBC that the Greek government must stop the illegal deportation of 
migrants arriving on the country’s borders. The Commissioner for Home Affairs, Ylva Johansonn, 
said that the “very well founded” reports of ‘pushbacks’ at sea and on land were “violations of 
fundamental European values”. Human rights groups allege that thousands of people seeking 
asylum in Europe have been pushed back from Greece to Turkey before being given a chance to 
apply for asylum, BBC News reported on July 13th.

Nearly 70 migrants arrive in Dungeness after crossing Eng-
lish Channel
The UK’s Daily Mail newspaper reported on July 12th that 70 
migrants were brought ashore by Border Force officers after 
they made the perilous crossing across the English Channel. 
Around 10 boats are thought to have attempted the treach-
erous trip across the world’s busiest shipping route on Mon-
day 12th.

Two migrants are rescued by the RNLI after falling over-
board
The Daily Mail reported on Sunday 11th that the RNLI were 
called out to rescue two migrants overboard, who had to be 
pulled out of the sea after falling into the water from their 
inflatable boat, as dozens of other migrants were detained 
by Border Force. The migrants were both luckily wearing life 
jackets. The crew of the Ramsgate RNLI lifeboat towed the 
migrant’s boat into Ramsgate harbour in Kent where Border 
Force officers were waiting for them.

Migrants who steer dinghies across English Channel to 
claim asylum will no longer be prosecuted
Amid ongoing concern over the UK’s new border control 
laws and their possible application in the merchant sector, 
the Independent newspaper reported that migrants who 
steer dinghies across the English Channel with the sole in-
tention of claiming asylum in port will no longer be prosecut-
ed, the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) has said. This could 
lead to a conflict with the Home Office, which has labelled 
small-boat pilots “people smugglers” and threatened to jail 
them for life.

Suspected boss of ‘international people smuggling net-
work’ arrested in north London
The i Newspaper reported on July 11th that the National 
Crime Agency (NCA) had detained a man they believed to be 
the boss of a transnational people smuggling gang. Gul Wali 
Jabarkhel, 32, was detained by NCA officers in Colindale, in 
Barnet, on Thursday 8th evening, the paper reported. He is 
alleged to be a high-ranking member of an organised crime 
group which smuggles migrants on the back of lorries across 
the Channel.

Migrant-boat rescue sparks inquiry into organised traffick-
ing
The Jersey Evening Post reported on July 1oth that French 
police were investigating a possible smuggling ring, after a 
man was accused of trying to smuggle 27 migrants into Jer-
sey on Thursday 8th. It was then that a boat was stopped off 
Minquiers, a reef around nine miles south of the island. Mi-
grants were discovered on board by French authorities. Ber-
trand Leclerc, the prosecutor for St Brieuc – the area from 
which the migrants are thought to have set sail, told local 
media in France that We must identify the port of departure 
but also the owner of the boat, registered in France.’

The current migrant smuggling situation
UNHCR has updated its figures for July, showing over 4,000 
crossings this month. In 2020, over 10,000 crossed in July, sug-
gesting that we may see another significant rise in the coming 
weeks. For contrast, June 2021 saw more than double the cross-
ings of the previous year. The move by Italy to push for an in-
vestigation into the incident involving the Libyan Coast Guard is 
welcome, although unlikely to offer any real clarity. 
In the English Channel, crossings continue on a daily basis, with 
UK Border Force and the RNLI called upon to rescue migrant ves-
sels in distress. New legislation proposed by the UK government 
is causing some concern among maritime lawyers, however, as 
there is a possibility that it could impact rescues conducted by 
commercial vessels under UNCLOS.

Spain sees 50% increase in migrant arrivals in 2021
Spanish media outlet, Murcia Today, reported on July 12th that 
the country has seen some 13,000 migrant arrivals so far this year, 
and that figure does not include some 10,000 who entered Ceuta 
overland in a mass crossing attempt earlier this year. The rise rep-
resents an increase of 57.7% year on year and the government 
repot that 93.6% of all illegal entries into the country were via the 
sea.

Ocean Viking arrives in Italy to disembark 572 migrants
InfoMigrants reported on July 9th that Italy had finally agreed to 
allow the Ocean Viking to disembark some 572 migrants who 
had been onboard for a week at sea. After some political wran-
gling, the vessel was finally allowed to dock at the Sicilian port of 
Augusta on Friday 9th. The organization that runs the ship, SOS 
Mediterranee, said on Twitter that migrants started disembarking 
from the ship at 11:30am.

Libyan gunshot attack on migrant boat – Italy seeks investiga-
tion
Italian prosecutors said they are seeking government permis-
sion to investigate footage purportedly showing the Libyan coast 
guard firing shots at a migrant boat in the Mediterranean Sea. The 
video was filmed by rescue organization Sea-Watch, who also 
filed the complaint, InfoMigrants reported on July 8th.
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Control of Northern Libyan territory (June  2020)

Source: Wikimedia Commons

Controlled by the Tobruk led government

Controlled by the Government of National Accord
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Controlled by Tuareg forces
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Libya
The Libyan government on Thursday 8th announced that it was closing its border with neighbor-
ing Tunisia over concern about the spread of the COVID-19 Delta variant. Due to the deteriorating 
pandemic situation in Tunisia amid the rise in infections with the Delta variant, as well as the an-
nouncement of the collapse of Tunisia’s health system, the Libyan government decided to close 
the air and land borders with Tunisia for a week starting from 00:00 local time Friday (2200 GMT 
Thursday), Xinhau reported on July 9th.

Port city of Zouara threatens to expel migrants
The Libyan port city of Zouara has issued a deadline for mi-
grants, InfoMigrants reported on July 12th. Migrants are called 
upon to “officially regularize their situation” or they will be at 
risk of expulsion from the city. The Libyan municipality justified 
its decision by blaming it on a “raised crime rate”. This order by 
the city of Zouara raises issues for Ahmad Hamza, president of 
the National Committee for Human Rights in Libya. Speaking 
with InfoMigrants, he emphasizes that security is the respon-
sibility of the Ministry of Interior and not of the municipalities, 
InfoMigrants reported.

Libyan army, UN mull evacuating foreign forces, dismantling 
militias
Egypt Today reported on July 12th that the Military Commit-
tee of the Libyan General Command held a meeting in Beng-
hazi Saturday with Special Envoy of the Secretary-General and 
Head of the United Nations Support Mission in Libya Jan Kubis. 
During the meeting, the discussion turned to ways to imple-
ment their provisions by focusing on evacuating foreign forces 
and expediting the expulsion of mercenaries, the paper re-
ported. They also discussed mechanisms for dismantling the 
various militia groups operating as the Libyan National Army. 

Covid-19 infections in Libya are on the rise again
UNICEF has warned that Covid infections are increasing in 
Libya. In a statement on Friday 9th, UNICEF said that positive 
coronavirus cases in the country exceeded 200,000, among 
them 3,200 fatalities. It is likely that this figure is lower than the 
reality, given the security issues remaining in the country, and 
the conditions facing medical staff.

US official: Libyan elections must be held on time
Acting Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern Affairs at 
the US Department of State, Joey Hood, has said Washing-
ton urges Libyans to hold elections on time and calls for the 
withdrawal of mercenaries from the country, the Libya Ob-
server reported on July 1oth. During an interview with a Saudi 
TV channel, Mr Hood said, ““Then, with the support of the US, 
European Union, and the UN as well as other allies, Libya can 

be stable again. We are hopeful that Libya can fund recon-
struction projects and that’s why we are stressing the need for 
all foreign forces to leave and for elections to be held on time.”

Pro-Haftar brigade attacked in Libya’s Jufra
The spokesman for the forces of Khalifa Haftar, Ahmed Al-Mis-
mari, said “Brigade 128” was attacked by four armed vehicles 
in north Soukna in Jufra at dawn on Thursday 8th, the Libya 
Observer reported. The spokesman said that the Brigade was 
attacked by a ‘terrorist gang’ which withdrew after the militia 
returned fire. He said that the incident was a provocation and 
aimed at damaging the ceasefire. No official or local sources 
have reported the incident and its damage reports, whether 
material or human losses, the Libya Observer noted. 

More bodies found ni Tarhuna
After 140 bodies were found in mass graves in Tarhuna in June, 
Libyan media report that last week, two more bodies were 
exhumed by the Public Authority for Search and Identification 
of Missing Persons. Previously, corpses had been found with 
their wrists bound and wearing blindfolds. It would appear 
from news reports that there are several further areas which 
may be investigated for additional graves. 

Maltese man faces smuggling charges in Libya
The Times of Malta reported on July 8th that Maltese citizen, 
Jesmond Vella, 45, known as Il-Bulgaru, who was arrested in 
Zuwarah in April, will be charged this week for his alleged in-
volvement in crimes including human trafficking, organised 
crime and drug smuggling. Vella is understood to be well 
known to Maltese law enforcement and is believed to be in-
volved in smuggling drugs using the same methods as those 
employed by human traffickers. 

To read MAST’s Libyan Country report on MASTOPEDIA, 
please click here.
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Hijack

Kidnap

Approach/Attack

Suspicious Activity

Theft

Central and South America 
Nothing significant to report.

Incidents: 
1. Late report: Duty AB on berthed Singapore-flagged bulk 
carrier making rounds sighted 4 to 6 robbers climbing up the 
anchor chain cable on the starboard side of the vessel at 2112 
LT in 12:00S - 077:07W, Callao Inner Anchorage, Peru. Upon 
discovery, AB informed the Duty Officer on the bridge who 
sounded the ship’s horn and the general alarm, followed by an 
announcement through the intercom to inform the ship’s crew. 
Master reported the incident to the coastal state. Crew then 
conducted a search and checked the ship but the robbers had 
escaped. Crew increased deck watch after confirming the ship 
was safe. No damage reported and nothing stolen. Reported 
(ReCAAP) 2nd Jul. (Not shown on chart)

Standing advice: 
The repercussions of a vessel being caught acting as a mule 
with drugs stowed will depend on the type, amount and na-
tional laws, but may be disruptive and costly. When and if 
operating in these areas, especially Columbia and Peru, it is 
advised that: 
• Potential stowage areas such as rudder shafts are denied as 
far as possible, and/or routinely searched. 

• Access points are closely monitored by a vigilant watch for 
the duration of the vessel’s call at port. 
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Note: The forecasts are correct as of the day before publication. For latest updates please follow the provided links. 
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Nothing significant to report.

Severe Weather Warnings 
Warnings detailed on this page are from the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) and are 
issued by respective Regional Specialised Metrological Centres, Tropical Cyclone Centres or Na-
tional Meteorological Services. For further information on severe weather warnings please click 
here.   
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