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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on:

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect 
the safety of commercial and private vessels and personnel 
ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil conflict 
are directly impacting on maritime operations; and

• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and 
other related criminal activity.
 
MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, 
accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is entrenched 
and committed in continuing to support
and promote the awareness of the very real risks that
seafarers and other stakeholders face.
 
This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of
MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence
specialises in providing clients with a suite of products and 
services, including; political and economic risk analysis, de-
tailed port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, 
threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management.
 
Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts,
MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertain-
ing to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter  to keep abreast 
with these insightful weekly reports and more —  
including real time security updates.

Editor: David Rider
www.mast-security.com
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+44 (0) 1202 045 833 (Maritime)
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Issue 290 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the fragile and conflict 
affected coastal states Libya, Somalia and Yemen. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, 
incidents affecting maritime security and influencing maritime news are also report-
ed and analysed, focusing on the keys theatres of maritime instability.  

Coronavirus Port and Terminal Restrictions
The situation remains extremely fluid. For the most recent updates on closures and re-openings, MAST Security 
recommends using the Wilhemsen Covid-19 Global Port Restrictions Map. Please Click Here to visit their site. 

https://twitter.com/MAST_Security
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2987168?trk=tyah
https://www.facebook.com/Maritime-Asset-Security-and-Training-Ltd-MAST-362993160565911/timeline/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2987168?trk=tyah
https://twitter.com/MAST_Security
http://www.mast-security.com/
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.wilhelmsen.com/ships-agency/campaigns/coronavirus/coronavirus-map/
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Gulf of Guinea
The Ghana Tuna Association is warning that rising pirate attacks on vessels in Ghana’s territo-
rial waters is likely to ward off investors interested in tuna and deep-sea fishing in the country’s 
waters and beyond. According to the ECOWAS Parliament, Ghana’s high seas are increasingly 
serving as an attractive destination for maritime pirates targeting commercial cargo and fishing 
vessels using the Gulf of Guinea. Reports also indicate that from the beginning of last year till 
now, Ghana has recorded about 10 pirate attacks in its territorial waters, Business Ghana reported 
on July 15th.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

IMO Vows To Stop Piracy In GoG
The IMO has reportedly ‘vowed’ to stop piracy and maritime 
crime in the Gulf of Guinea, Nigeria’s Tide newspaper reported 
on July 19th. The Secretary-General of IMO, Kitack Lim, who 
stated this during the inaugural meeting of the Gulf of Guin-
ea Maritime Collaboration Forum and Shared Awareness and 
De-confliction conference (GoG-MCF/SHADE, said, he was 
encouraged by the establishment of the forum. “This situation 
has continued for several years and these illegal acts must be 
stopped. Now is the time to make real progress”, he said

Impounded Liberian boat sinks after evading port
A cargo vessel has sunk after managing to sail out of the port in 
Liberia’s capital, Monrovia, despite being impounded for safety 
reasons. The Liberian-registered Niko Ivanka got into distress 
after sailing about six nautical miles off the coast of Monrovia, 
according to a statement from the Liberia Maritime Authority. 
11 people were rescued, although as many as 30 may have 
been on board, the BBC reported on July 19th.

Ghana: Collaborate to protect our coasts, economies against 
piracy
International Maritime Defence Exhibition and Conference (IM-
DEC ‘21) has opened with the Vice President of Ghana, Dr Ma-
hamudu Bawumia, calling for countries bordering the Gulf of 
Guinea and stakeholders in the international maritime industry 
to collaborate and develop a regional and international frame-
work to address the rising scourge of piracy along the coast, 
Myjoyonline reported on July 18th.

IMB applauds Nigeria’s Deep Blue project
In its latest piracy report, the  International Maritime Bureau, 
(IMB), has acknowledged Nigeria’s ongoing efforts to combat 

piracy in the Gulf of Guinea, including the Integrated National 
Security and Waterways Protection Infrastructure also called 
the Deep Blue Project of the Federal Government. While as-
cribing the feat to the concerted efforts put in place by the 
GoG countries, the NIMASA DG called for a more holistic ap-
proach in quelling the incidences of piracy in the region.

Navy releases 2 vessels to owners in Delta
The Nigerian Navy Ship Delta has handed over MT De-Praise 
and MV Deborah vessels to their owners. The Commander, 
NNS Delta, Commodore Abdulhamid Baba-Inna, released the 
vessels to the owners on Friday 16th. The vessels, owned by 
Seadove Nigeria Limited and Ian Faje International Limited, 
were confiscated by the Navy in February 2020 and Septem-
ber 2018 respectively, The Eagle reported.

To see MAST Services in the region, please click here. 

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures:

2021:
Incidents reported: 34 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew kidnapped: 45 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)

2020: 
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)

2019: 
Incidents reported: 111 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew kidnapped: 121 (IMB)
Vessels hijacked: 4 (IMB)

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
https://mast-security.com/africa/
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Incidents: 
1. Unnoticed, robbers boarded a berthed Singapore-flagged 
bulk carrier in early hours in position 22:02.48N - 088:05.28E, 
Haldia Port, India. Duty engine crew noticed the padlock of the 
entrance door to the engine room broken and spares miss-
ing. Alarm raised, crew mustered and a search was carried out. 
The incident was reported to the local agent. Reported (IMB) 
14th July. (Not shown on chart)

Mozambique Formally Seeks Help From Neighbors to Stem 
Insurgency
The Defense Post reported on July 16th that Mozambique had 
at last lodged an official request for military intervention from 
neighbouring countries, as the nation continues to battle an 
insurgency. The “request for the intervention of SADC in Cabo 
Delgado has been formally finalized,” Mozambique’s Defense 
Minister Jaime Neto told AFP via telephone. The government 
had sent a signed “status of forces” agreement to the 16-state 
Southern African Development Community (SADC)’s secre-
tariat in Botswana’s capital on Wednesday 14th, The Defensce 
Post reported. 

Bahrain starts joint drills with Britain, US in Persian Gulf
Iran’s Mehr News Agency reported on July 17th that the United 
States Navy 5th fleet along with the British and Bahraini navies 
launched a joint naval drill in the Persian Gulf on Saturday. The 
military exercise, which began today July 17 will last until July 
22, and as claimed, the military forces of the three countries 
will practices how to maintain the security of maritime trans-
portation and how to deal with shared threats.

Command of CTf-150 handed over to New Zealand
Commodore Dan Charlebois of the Royal Canadian Navy 

turned over command of Combined Task Force 150 (CTF-150) 
to Capt. Brendon Clark of the Royal New Zealand Navy in a 
ceremony at Naval Support Activity Bahrain, on July 15th. The 
ceremony marked the end of a highly successful tour for Char-
lebois and the Royal Canadian Navy since taking command of 
the task force in January, 2020. During that time, CTF-150 in-
terdicted 55,605 kg of illicit narcotics, worth an estimated $160 
million. Commodore Edward Ahlgren, Deputy Commander 
CMF, congratulated Charlebois and his crew for their success.

Sri Lanka moves to protect Indian Ocean submarine cables
Sri Lanka has kicked off a Submarine Cable Protection and Re-
silience Framework in partnering with the International Cable 
Protection Committee (ICPC), an industry body, and the United 
Nations, EconomyNext reported on July 18th. Director General, 
Ocean Affairs, Environment and Climate Change of the Foreign 
Ministry Hasanthi Urugodawatte Dissanayake said Submarine 
Cables should be declared as ‘critical infrastructure’.

India, Sri Lanka and Maldives hold virtual trilateral exercise 
on maritime security
A two-day, virtual table top exercise has been held by defence 
officials from India, Sri Lanka and Maldives, regional media 
report. The aim of the exercise was to increase collaboration 
against ongoing maritime threats, such as piracy and transna-
tional crimes including drug smuggling. TTX-2021, held from 
July 14th to 15th, was coordinated by the Maritime Warfare 
Centre, Mumbai.

To see MAST’s services in the Indian Ocean Region, please 
click here.

Indian Ocean Region
The Indian Navy has announced that since 2019, 23 warships have been deployed so far as part 
of Operation Sankalp in the Gulf of Oman and Arabian Gulf. Since security incidents involving 
two oil tankers, an Indian Navy warship has been continuously deployed to the region in order to 
provide sage passage for merchant vessels in the region. 

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
https://mast-security.com/indian-ocean/
https://mast-security.com/indian-ocean/
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Control of Somali territory (Jan 2021) Source: Wikimedia 
Commons

Analysis
On 8th February 2021, the Council of Presidential Candidates an-
nounced that they no longer recognise Mohamed as the President of 
Somalia since his constitutional term in office expired on 8th Febru-
ary without any agreement on the path toward elections to replace 
him. James Swan, the Special Representative and Head of the UN 
Assistance Mission in Somalia, confirmed that the electoral imple-
mentation tensions had been compounded by questions over the  
legitimacy of Mohamed’s mandate following the expiry of his con-
stitutional term in office, and that the growing political tensions 
threatened Somalia’s State-building progress and even security. He 
encouraged Somalia’s political leaders to “pull back from confronta-
tion and avoid risky winner-take-all tactics”. Over the past 6 weeks 
there have been numerous attacks against politicians, including for-
mer high ranking ministers and leaders, and attacks on journalists in 
Somalia. Specifically, Amnesty International has called on the Somali 
authorities to bring an end to the arbitrary arrest and persecution of 
journalists in Puntland.
Given the blatant disregard for the constitution by the current Presi-
dent, Somalia’s political future as a nation state remains uncertain. 
Indeed, regional fragmentation may once again be on the cards, and 
this can only be to the benefit of Al Shabaab terrorists as well as crimi-
nal organisations who may be interested at some point in  a return to 
piracy in the Indian Ocean.
Threat Assessment
There is a risk that complacency in some quarters has seen a reduc-
tion in PMSC presence in these waters that could result in a piracy 
success. A lack of adherence to BMP5 protocol, particularly not main-
taining a safe distance off the coast, has increased risks to shipping. 
Merchant vessels would be wise to maintain the same distance from 
the coast, particularly ensuring that the Socotra Gap isn’t taken. All 
vessels are advised to update risk assessments and register with 
UKMTO/MSCHOA prior to entering the Indian Ocean High Risk Area 
(HRA).

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

 Under control of Al Shabaab and allies
 Under control of neutral forces
 Under control of Government and allies
 Somaliland Government
 Territory disputed by Puntland and Somaliland

Somalia
The Somali National Army (SNA) said on Saturday 17th that its forces killed a senior Al Shabaab 
terrorist in Middle Shabelle, central part of the country. The SNA said Nuh Dhagool, who was 
leading the operation to extort the local populace to fund the group’s activities in town, was killed 
on Friday night. “The terrorist was the head of extortion in the coastal area,” the military said in a 
brief statement, China’s Xinhau reported.

Somalia’s army retakes key town from Al Shabaab terrorists
The Daily Sabah reported on July 18th that Somali security 
forces had retaken a town in the country’s Mudug region which 
had been occupied by Al Shabaab fighters. “The Gorgor com-
mandos of the national army today attacked al-Shabab terror-
ists in the Qodqod area of Mudug region, where the terrorists 
suffered casualties including deaths, injuries, and destruction,” 
the Somali military said in a statement.

Only Female Presidential Candidate Says Time for Women to 
Lead
Somalia’s top leaders, all men, have struggled for years to tame 
the Horn of Africa nation’s insecurity and corruption. Lawmak-
er Fawzia Yusuf Haji Adam says it’s time for a woman’s touch 
and has announced her candidacy for president. But getting 
enough support from Somalia’s lawmakers, the vast majority 
of them men, will be a challenge. Fawzia says she will bring a 
new lease on life to the country, if elected, by prioritizing secu-
rity, economic empowerment and education. Her male coun-
terparts, she says, have failed to do so, VOA reported.

KDF kills 11 Al Shabaab terrorists in Jubaland
Garowe Online reported on July 15th that a firefight between 
Kenya Defence Forces (KDF) and Al Shabaab terrorists on July 
15th went badly for the terror group, who lost at least 11 fight-
ers in the confrontation. Reportedly, the militants were target-
ing Jubaland Security Forces, who work alongside the KDF, 
and attacked a patrol as it returned to base. The KDF was sup-

ported by a helicopter gunship as well as ground troops from 
another patrol.

Puntland: foreign ISIS fighters killed in operation
Puntland security officials have reported that a number of for-
eigners fighting on behalf of ISIS have been killed in an anti-
terrorism operation called Operation Combing Bosaso Area. 
The action, intended to neutralise ISIS bases in a key area of 
the region, saw Puntland forces take on ISIS fighters and take 
over areas which had been controlled by the group. 

UN says 2021 humanitarian funding in Somalia worst in 6 
years
The United Nations relief agency said Wednesday the cur-
rent funding to respond to humanitarian needs in Somalia is 
the worst in six years. The UN Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said at mid-year, humanitarian 
agencies can barely meet the basic needs of nearly half of 
Somalia’s total population. “While an average of 1.52 million 
people received food assistance monthly from March to May, 
the current and anticipated levels of food assistance are inad-
equate to prevent crisis in many areas,” OCHA said in its latest 
humanitarian bulletin issued in Mogadishu, Xinhau reported 
on July 15th.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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Control of Yemen territory (September 2020)

Source:  Wikimedia Commons

Houthi 

Pro Hadi Government Forces

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP)
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Controlled by Southern Transitional Council

Yemen
Reuters reported on July 18th that Yemen is in line to receive a new delivery of Covid-19 vaccines 
before the end of July, via the COVAX global sharing scheme, according to the country’s Health 
Ministry. There are hopes that some 150,000 doses of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine will be 
delivered, as the country continues to experience cases of the virus. 

Swedish diplomat Hans Grundberg to lead UN Yemen peace 
talks
Middle East Eye reported on July 16th that the UN was ex-
pected to announce Swedish diplomat, Hans Grundberg, to 
be the next envoy to Yemen. Grundberg will replace Martin 
Griffiths who is leaving his post to assume his role as the UN’s 
next head of global humanitarian affairs. The new appointment 
comes as fighting for Marib region remains ongoing and the 
Houthi rejection of seveal peace plans. Despite the continued 
fighting, it is hoped that a political negotiation to the conflict 
can still be found.

Houthis Double Customs Duties, Tariffs
The Houthi militia is preparing to increase customs duties 
rates on goods, increase tariffs and raise the exchange dollar 
rate from YR250 to YR600. Arab News reported on July 18th. 
Conflicts between the group’s wings have intensified, accord-
ing to reports claiming that the factions argue over funds and 
the recruitment of new fighters.

Yemen government blames rebels for prisoner swap standoff
After recent discussions surrounding prisoner swaps, the Yem-
eni government has, according to Gulf News, blamed Houthi 
rebels for blocking a potential deal to exchange more prison-
ers. “Al Houthi militia continues to hamper implementation of 
the agreement without any attention to humanitarian consid-
erations and deteriorating health of hundreds of kidnapped 
persons due to their dismal detention conditions in its illegal 
prisons,” Yemeni Information Minister Moammar Al Eryani said, 
the paper reported on July 18th.

Tanker sinks off Aden
Maritime Bulletin reported on July 19th that a small tanker, 
owned locally by a business in Yemen, had sunk off Aden. The 
tanker, apparently abandoned around seven years ago, has 
leaked some oil into the local waters and may present a navi-
gation hazard to other vessels. 

Fears Of Red Sea Environmental Disaster Grow As UN-Hou-
this Talks On Safer Tanker Fail
A collapse in talks about the future of the FSO Safer, currently 
off Yemen, is causing concern within the UN, Eurasia Review 
reported on July 17th. “We are continuing our efforts to send a 
team to the FSO Safer,” UN spokesman Farhan Haq told Arab 
News, adding that the primary goal of the UN salvage expe-
dition was to assess the damage and conduct “light” mainte-
nance to prevent the tanker from crumbling, Eurasia Review 
reported. 

Saudi project clears 1,581 more mines in Yemen
Arab News reported on July 18th that the Saudi Project for 
Landmine Clearance (Masam) dismantled 1,581 mines in 
Yemen between July 10th-16th. The figure comprised seven 
antipersonnel mines, 1,013 anti-tank mines, 558 unexploded 
ordnances, and three explosive devices.

Yemenis build siege-defying highway to safety
France 24 reported on July 16th that locals in Taez have taken 
extreme measures in order to flee the beseiged city and capi-
tal, Aden. The media outlet reports that locals have been hiring 
bulldozers and creating a new road to allow locals to escape 
the conflict, as the current route to safety is virtually impass-
able due to damage from fighting and heavy traffic.

Security Council extends UN political mission in Yemen for 
12 months
The Security Council adopted a resolution on Wednesday  
14th to renew the mandate of the UN Mission to Support the 
Hodeidah Agreement (UNMHA) for 12 months, till July 15, 
2022. Resolution 2586, which won the unanimous support of 
the 15-member council, decides that UNMHA shall continue 
to facilitate and coordinate UN support to assist the parties 
to fully implement the Hodeidah agreement as set out in the 
December 2018 Stockholm Agreement between the Yemeni 
government and Houthi rebels.

MAST recommends BMP measures be enforced and watches 
strengthened during transits in the region.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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South East Asia
Modern Dimplomacy has reported on concerns that piracy and armed robbery in the Singapore 
Strait is increasing. Citing ReCAAP statistics, they reported that from January to May 2021, the 15 
cases that occurred along the Singapore Strait accounted more than 50% of cases in Asia (28 
cases). In July 2021, the IMB highlighted the Singapore Strait as an area of concern. The perpe-
trators remain at large, and there are concerns that the prolonged COVID-19 pandemic affects 
economies of coastal communities, hence creating conditions for maritime crime to thrive, they 
wrote on July 19th. There were 37 incidents in the region, ReCAAP reported.

Incidents: 
1. Duty officer onboard a bulk carrier underway noticed a sus-
picious boat alongside the ship and notified the Master who in-
structed the crew to check and secure the accommodation at 
1615 UTC in position 01:16.02N – 104:12.39E, Singapore Straits. 
Engine room crew reported five robbers armed with a knife 
outside of the steering room. Alarm was raised, resulting in the 
robbers escaping without stealing anything. Incident reported 
to VTS. Reported (IMB) 16th July.
2. Late report: Duty crew making rounds sighted two robbers 
carrying a knife and a rod on board anchored Singapore-
flagged chemical tanker, Ocean Moray at 0218 LT in position 
03:55N - 098:44E, Belawan Anchorage, Indonesia (Malacca 
Strait). Robbers suspected to have boarded via the hawse 
pipe. Ship’s general alarm was sounded and the incident was 
reported to Port Authority. Robbers escaped via fire hoses at-
tached to the bollards. No damage to the ship reported and 
no crew injured. Two fire hose couplings were stolen. Follow-
ing the incident, crew increased deck watch and continued to 
blow the ship’s horn every 30 to 45 min. Reported (ReCAAP) 
8th July.

France plans IUU fishing force in South Pacific
French President Macron said on Monday 19th that the country 
would create a South Pacific coastguard network to counter 
“predatory” behaviour, Euronews reported. An adviser said was 
aimed at illegal fishing, as China expands its maritime reach. 
“To better cope with the predatory logic we are all victims of, I 
want to boost our maritime cooperation in the South Pacific,” 
Macron said.

Philippine Coast Guard Challenges Chinese Warship in South 
China Sea
Tensions remain high in the region, after a report on Monday 

19th that the Philippine CG had challenged a Chinese warship 
that entered the country’s territorial waters in the South China 
Sea on July 13th. The BRP Cabra was patrolling near Marie 
Louis Bank when the ship was spotted and challenged. The 
vessel moved away. 

4 Abu Sayyaf bandits killed, 1 nabbed in Basilan
Four suspected members of the Abu Sayyaf Group were killed 
while another one was arrested after they allegedly resisted 
lawmen who tried to serve arrest warrants, the Inquirer report-
ed on July 17th. The terror group continues to pose a threat in 
the region, due to its scattered nature. On Monday 19th, five 
Abu Sayyaf members surrendered to Philippine authorities in 
Lamitan City, Basilan.

South China Sea code of conduct talks ‘may end in stale-
mate’ as tensions rise
Negotiations between China and its regional neighbours in an 
attempt to create a binding code of conduct on activities in 
the South China Sea are facing increasing uncertainty as ten-
sions continue to rise over the contested waterway, with one 
observer saying the process “could even end in a stalemate”, 
the South China Morning Post reported on July 17th.

Five Vietnamese fishermen break out of MMEA detention fa-
cility, manhunt launched
The authorities in Miri have launched a manhunt, after five fish-
ermen, detained for illegal fishing, reportedly broke out of their 
detention facility on July 15th. Preliminary investigations found 
that the detainees had escaped by cutting several iron bars.

.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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    Migrant crossings 2017-2021. Source:  UNHRC
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European Waters
At least 430 migrants crossed the English Channel to the UK on Monday - a new record for a 
single day - the Home Office has said. The department said it was taking “substantial steps to 
tackle the unacceptable problem of illegal migration”. Around 50 people were seen landing on 
the beach at Dungeness in Kent after crossing in one dinghy, BBC News reported on July 20th. So 
far this year, nearly 8,000 people have reached the UK in about 345 boats. On Wednesday 21st, 
BBC News reported that France and the UK had struck a deal to increase French police patrols in 
an attempt to clamp down on migrant boat departures.

‘They just left us’: Greece is accused of setting migrants 
adrift at sea
The New York Times reported on Monday 19th that 20 mi-
grants rescued at sea by a Turkish patrol boat had been left 
to fend for themselves by Greek police officers. The report 
stated that the group had been in a forest on the island of 
Lesbos, when police arrived who confiscated their docu-
ments, money and phones and ‘ferried them out to sea’. 
Turkish coast guard officials described it as a clear case — 
rarely witnessed by journalists — of the illegal pushbacks, 
the paper said.

French authorities rescue migrants off Calais
On Sunday 18th, some 65 migrants were rescued by the 
French Coast Guard off Calais, as they attempted to cross 
the Channel in four small boats. According to the Prefecture, 
the Regional Center for Operational Surveillance and Recov-
ery (CROSS) has received a distress call from migrants off the 
coast of Cravelins, a few kilometers north of Calais. 

Turkish Navy saves 80 irregular migrants in Mediterranean
Turkish media reported on July 18th that at least 80 migrants 
had been rescued by the country’s Navy off the coast of Lib-
ya. A Turkish frigate was on patrol in the area when it received 
reports of a migrant boat drifting towards the Turkish coast. 
They responded by sending a helicopter to overfly the area 
and mounted a rescue operation in coordindation with Malta.  

Two Iranian Warships Spotted Near English Channel
Two Iranian warships are nearing the English Channel, ac-
cording to satellite photographs reviewed by USNI News. 
The ships are thought to be headed to the Baltic Sea to 
represent Iran in a July 25 naval parade off the coast of St. 
Petersburg to commemorate the 325th anniversary of the 
Russian Navy. The pair, the frigate IRINS Sahand and former 
oil-tanker-turned warship IRINS Makran, sailed up the West 
coast of Africa and past Spain and France before approach-
ing the southern coast of England. Leaving Iran in April with 
arms and likely refined fuel, the duo was first thought to be 
headed to Venezuela before lingering off the coast of Sen-
egal and then heading toward the North Atlantic, USNI News 
reported on July 18th.

IOM: Migrant deaths at sea towards Europe doubled
n the first six months of 2021, the number of migrants who 
died at sea in an attempt to reach Europe more than doubled 
compared to the same period in 2020, according to UN mi-
gration agency IOM. Most migrants died on the central Medi-
terranean route or en route to Spain’s Canaries, InfoMigrants 
reported on July 16th. Between January and June, at least 
1,146 people lost their lives in the Mediterranean, compared 
with 513 known fatalities for the same period in 2020. 

The current migrant smuggling situation

UNHCR reports an increase of 1,000 migrants in the last week, 
although this may be lower, as it can take time for UNHCR figures 
to be updated. Clearly, the numbers continue to rise and are now 
causing tension in the West Mediterranean, as Morocco has now 
rescued over 500 migrants in the space of a week. This comes as 
the UK sees a further increase in Channel crossing attempts, de-
spite efforts by French Coast Guards to intercept migrant vessels 
at sea off the coast of France. It’s going to be a long, hot summer 
for Coast Guards in Europe, with little sign of any breakthrough 
which might reduce numbers. 

Moroccan Royal Navy Assists 204 Irregular Migrants Stuck at 
Sea
Moroccan media report that the country’s Royal Navy rescued 
over 200 migrants at sea over the weekend of July 17th-18th. The 
migrants were travelling via “kayak and traditionally made boats,” 
according to the report. Following the rescue operation, the mi-
grants were taken to local ports for health checks before being 
placed in the custody of the Royal Gendarmerie.

Frontex Scrutiny Working Group Report Says the Agency Is Not 
Involved in Human Rights Violations
News website, SchengenVisaInfo.com, reported on July 18th 
that the The Frontex Scrutiny Working Group report didn’t find 
evidence that the European Border and Coast Guard Agency – 
Frontex was involved in human rights violations such as illegal 
pushbacks of asylum seekers at EU’s borders, despite frequent 
claims in the media. 

Moroccan navy intercepts more than 300 migrants
Morocco’s Royal Navy said that it had rescued 344 migrants af-
ter their boats ran into difficulty in the Mediterranean and Atlan-
tic. The Moroccan MAP news agency reported on Thursday 15th 
that the migrants, most of whom hailed from sub-Saharan Africa, 
were rescued in several operations between Saturday 10th and 
Wednesday 14th, InfoMigrants reported. 

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
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Control of Northern Libyan territory (June  2020)

Source: Wikimedia Commons

Controlled by the Tobruk led government

Controlled by the Government of National Accord

Controlled by ISIS

Controlled by local forces

Controlled by Tuareg forces
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Libya
The interdependent tracks of implementing Libya’s ceasefire agreement, political progress and 
economic reform, are in danger of going into reverse, UN Special Envoy Ján Kubiš warned the 
Security Council on Thursday 15th. “Positive steps are now needed to avoid backsliding”, he told 
the ministerial-level meeting. To avoid a return to conflict, violence and chaos, Mr. Kubiš, who 
also heads the UN Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL), underscored the “overwhelming demand 
and expectations” of both Libya’s citizens and the international community for timely elections 
that are necessary to complete the country’s democratic transition.

UNICEF alarmed at the surge of COVID-19 cases amid low 
vaccination rates in Libya
Libya is witnessing an alarming surge in COVID-19 cases in the 
last 2 weeks where infections area at their peak. The National 
Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) recorded 6,061 new COVID 
cases on the 18th of July, the highest daily rate since the onset 
of the pandemic. Libya has surpassed 221,495 new COVID-19 
cases since the beginning of the pandemic as the highly con-
tagious Delta variant persists in the neighbouring countries 
and most likely is in Libya. The virus is rapidly spreading across 
Libya with a 270% increase in COVID-19 cases in the West, 
480% in the South and 50% in the East of the country. These 
numbers are terrifying enough but the actual number of cases 
is likely to be much higher due to acute shortages of tests and 
laboratory capacity, UNICEF warned on July 20th.

UN calls for investigation into kidnapping of Libyan parlia-
ment member
The UN Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL) on Saturday 17th 
called on the Libyan authorities to investigate the kidnapping 
of Siham Sergewa, a member of the Libyan House of Repre-
sentatives. “Today marks 2 years of the violent abduction and 
enforced disappearance of Member of Parliament, Siham 
Sergewa, from her home in Benghazi. UNSMIL renews its calls 
on national authorities to conduct a thorough investigation 
into this matter to establish her fate and whereabouts and to 
bring the perpetrators to justice,” UNSMIL said in a statement, 
China’s Xinhau agency reported.

Libya’s Haftar, Saleh Hold Reconciliation Meeting
Asharq Al-Aswat reported on July 17th that east-based parlia-
ment Speaker Aquila Saleh held surprise talks with Libyan Na-
tional Army (LNA) commander Khalifa Haftar at Benina Inter-
national Airport in Benghazi. The report said that Saleh vowed 
to Haftar that he “would not hold negotiations with the govern-
ment or Presidential Council without first consulting him.” Haf-
tar has been politically sidelined since the successful peace 
process, and analysts continue to believe that he has pinned 
his hopes on the presidential and parliamentary elections set 
for December.

Libya PM unaware of Russia, Turkey deal on foreign fighters
Reuters reported on July 17th that Libya’s unity government 
Prime Minister Abdulhamid Dbeibah was not aware of any 
agreements or understandings between Turkey and Russia 
on the possible removal of their troops from Libya, but that 
he would welcome such a move. ”We are talking with all par-
ties regarding the withdrawal of foreign forces from Libya,” 
Dbeibah told Reuters.

Italy: Lower house approves renewed funding for Libya’s 
coast guard
InfoMigrants reported on July 16th that the Italian parliament 
had approved a renewal of funding for a training mission for 
Libyan Coast Guard personnel. The vote came the day after 
a report detailing the violence experienced by migrants in 
detention centres after they had been rescued by the Coast 
Guard. The resolution, if greenlighted by the Senate, will in-
crease Italy’s engagement in the EU naval force Mediterrane-
an operation (IRINI) that involves the training of Libyan coast 
guards and navy as well as operations against human smug-
gling and trafficking networks, InfoMigrants said.

Amnesty says migrants in Libyan camps forced to trade sex 
for clean water
France 24 reported on June 15th that migrants being held in 
detention centres in Libya face significant levels of sexual vio-
lence, according to a report from Amnesty International. The 
group said that conditions in the camps were becoming in-
creasingly worse for migrants, some of who were forced to 
trade sex for clean water and food.

To read MAST’s Libyan Country report on MASTOPEDIA, 
please click here.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
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Suspicious Activity

Theft

Central and South America 
Nothing significant to report.

Incidents: 
1. Five robbers armed with a gun and knives boarded an an-
chored bulk carrier via long ladders at 0130 UTC in position 
18:34.10N – 072:24.05W, Port Au Prince Anchorage, Haiti. Gen-
eral alarm sounded and crew proceeded into the accommo-
dation. Upon hearing the alarm and seeing the crew alertness, 
the robbers escaped without stealing anything. The incident 
was reported to the Port Authorities. Reported (IMB) 16th July. 
2. Five robbers boarded an anchored Denmark-flagged tanker 
using ropes at 0020 UTC in position 12:01.4S – 077:12.6W, Cal-
lao Anchorage, Peru. Duty crew on routine rounds noticed the 
robbers and raised the alarm. Hearing the alarm and seeing 
the crew alertness, the robbers escaped in an old motorboat. 
Crew mustered and a search was carried out. Padlock to bo-
sun store found cut. Nothing reported stolen. TRAMAR port 
control informed. Patrol boat in the vicinity notified. Reported 
(IMB) 13th July (Not shown on chart).

Standing advice: 
The repercussions of a vessel being caught acting as a mule 
with drugs stowed will depend on the type, amount and na-
tional laws, but may be disruptive and costly. When and if 

operating in these areas, especially Columbia and Peru, it is 
advised that: 
• Potential stowage areas such as rudder shafts are denied as 
far as possible, and/or routinely searched. 
• Access points are closely monitored by a vigilant watch for 
the duration of the vessel’s call at port. 

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
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Note: The forecasts are correct as of the day before publication. For latest updates please follow the provided links. 
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Nothing significant to report.

Severe Weather Warnings 
Warnings detailed on this page are from the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) and are 
issued by respective Regional Specialised Metrological Centres, Tropical Cyclone Centres or Na-
tional Meteorological Services. For further information on severe weather warnings please click 
here.   
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