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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on:

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect 
the safety of commercial and private vessels and personnel 
ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil conflict 
are directly impacting on maritime operations; and

• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and 
other related criminal activity.
 
MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, 
accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is entrenched 
and committed in continuing to support
and promote the awareness of the very real risks that
seafarers and other stakeholders face.
 
This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of
MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence
specialises in providing clients with a suite of products and 
services, including; political and economic risk analysis, de-
tailed port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, 
threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management.
 
Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts,
MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertain-
ing to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter  to keep abreast 
with these insightful weekly reports and more —  
including real time security updates.

Editor: David Rider
www.mast-security.com
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Issue 295 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the fragile and conflict 
affected coastal states Libya, Somalia and Yemen. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, 
incidents affecting maritime security and influencing maritime news are also report-
ed and analysed, focusing on the keys theatres of maritime instability.  

Coronavirus Port and Terminal Restrictions
The situation remains extremely fluid. For the most recent updates on closures and re-openings, MAST Security 
recommends using the Wilhemsen Covid-19 Global Port Restrictions Map. Please Click Here to visit their site. 

https://twitter.com/MAST_Security
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2987168?trk=tyah
https://www.facebook.com/Maritime-Asset-Security-and-Training-Ltd-MAST-362993160565911/timeline/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2987168?trk=tyah
https://twitter.com/MAST_Security
http://www.mast-security.com/
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.wilhelmsen.com/ships-agency/campaigns/coronavirus/coronavirus-map/
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Gulf of Guinea
The Nigerian Navy has dismantled an illegal refinery operation in Baruwa, Lagos State, local 
media reported on August 23rd. Acting on intelligence tips received, the Navy had been inves-
tigating for several days before finally securing and destroying the camp, seizing three ‘petrol 
trucks’ and other equipment during the operation. A fourth vehicle, reportedly laden with stolen 
oil product, was driven off by the suspects. 

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Attacks on vessels at quayside, waterways in Lagos on the 
rise
The Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA) acting MD, has urged the 
support and co-operation of the newly-appointed Assistant In-
spector-General Police in charge of Maritime and the Nigerian 
Navy to end the incessant cases of attacks on vessels, barge 
operators and other port facilities around the waterfronts and 
channels. Vanguard newspaper reported on August 19th that 
there has been an increase in attacks on anchored vessels 
by armed gangs who use speedboats and are often unchal-
lenged during their robberies. It would seem that if incidents 
are on the rise, these are not being reported to the relevant 
reporting agencies, which is an obvious concern for domain 
awareness. 

Navy arrests Nigerians fleeing to Europe inside vessel pro-
peller
The Nigerian Navy has apprehended four stowaways attempt-
ing to leave the country, hidden onboard MT River Shinger. The 
patrol team made the discovery during a routine harbout pa-
trol, finding four men inside the propeller housing of the ship. 
The suspects have been handed over to the Nigerian Immi-
gration Service (NIS) for further investigation and prosecution, 
the Daily Trust reported on August 19th.

Nigerian government works with South Korea on Deep Blue
The Federal government of Nigeria is to collaborate with the 
Republic of Korea on the Integrated National Security and Wa-
terways Protection Infrastructure also known as the Deep Blue 
Project, to protect the Gulf of Guinea from piracy and other 
maritime-related crimes. The announcement, made by Ni-
gerian Minister of Transportation, Rotimi Amaechi, was made 
during a visit by Choi Jong Kun, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Re-

public of Korea.

USS Hershel Williams visits Tema port and supports mari-
time security efforts
USS Hershel “Woody” Williams has finished a three day visit 
to Tema port, regional media reported on August 19th. USS 
Hershel “Woody” Williams is the first warship permanently as-
signed to the U.S. Africa Command area of responsibility. ”It 
was great having our Ghanaian embarkees aboard to interact 
with the crew, and to participate in the maritime security ca-
pabilities exercise we conducted,” Capt. Chad Graham, com-
manding officer, USS Hershel “Woody” Williams, said.

For further information and to see MAST Services in the region, 
please click here. 

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures:

2021:
Incidents reported: 37 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew kidnapped: 45 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)

2020: 
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)

2019: 
Incidents reported: 111 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew kidnapped: 121 (IMB)
Vessels hijacked: 4 (IMB)

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
https://mast-nigeria.com/
https://mast-security.com/africa/
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Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

EU NAVFOR SOMALIA – Attack of the MV ANATOLIA
On August 13th, EU NAVFOR ATALANTA Joint Operation Cen-
tre received an alert according to which the motor vessel (MV) 
ANATOLIA (IMO 9005869) was under attack by a skiff with 
4/5 armed persons on board. Reportedly, the skiff attempted 
to approach the vessel and opened fire with small arms and 
rocket-propelled grenades (RPG). One of these RPG caused 
damage in the vicinity of the bridge. After almost two hours 
of exchange of fire between the assailants and the Privately 
Contracted Armed Security Personnel on board, the attack-
ers returned to shore. There were no injuries on board the MV, 
which continued its route and arrived at the port of Mogadishu 
on August 14th, EU NAVFOR reported.

Mozambique ‘tuna bond’ scandal: Ex-President’s son on trial
The son of Mozambique’s ex-president and 18 others have 
gone on trial over the $2bn (£1.5bn) “tuna bonds” affair. Ndambi 
Guebuza, son of former President Armando Guebuza, and the 
others face charges of blackmail, embezzlement and money 
laundering. Mozambique’s biggest corruption scandal led do-
nors including the IMF to cut funding for the country and the 
economy to collapse, BBC News reported on August 24th.

Hezbollah Says Iranian Fuel Vessels Setting Off Soon
On Sunday 22nd, Reuters reported that the leader of Hezbol-
lah, Hassan Nasrallah, had said that Iranian tankers would 
soon set sail for Lebanon in order to ease the country’s fuel 
shortages. He said that Hezbollah was not trying to step in and 
replace state agencies by purchasing the fuel, Reuters stated. 

Iran, Pakistan Weigh Plans for Closer Naval Cooperation
Senior commanders from Iran and Pakistan at a meeting in 
Tehran discussed ways to promote naval cooperation be-
tween the two Muslim neighbors and maintain regional se-
curity. Heading a ranking military delegation, Chief of Naval 
Staff of Pakistan Admiral Amjad Khan Niazi arrived in Tehran on 
Saturday morning and held a meeting with Iranian Navy Com-
mander Rear Admiral Shahram Irani, Tasnim News reported on 
August 21st.

Security threats at sea need global response
Despite an overall decrease in maritime traffic due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, piracy and armed robbery of ships rose 
by 20 % in the first six months of last year, a senior UN official 
told the Security Council. Defence Web reported on August 
19th. Addressing a high-level debate on enhancing seafarer 
security, Maria Luiza Ribeiro Viotti, UN Secretary-General Chef 
de Cabinet, highlighted the need for stronger international co-
operation.

Russian warships arrive at Iranian port for military game
Two Russian Navy warships docked at Iran’s northern Cas-
pian Sea port of Bandar Anzali on Thursday 19th to take part 
in an international military exercise, the Tasnim news agency 
reported. The Russian warships, with a total of 106 crew mem-
bers on board, will take part in the 6th edition of the Sea Cup 
competition as a part of the 2021 International Army Games, 
Xinhau added

To see MAST’s services in the Indian Ocean Region, please 
click here.

Indian Ocean Region
From September 1st, the geographic boundaries of the ‘High Risk Area’ (HRA) for piracy in the 
Indian Ocean will be cut after changes were agreed by BIMCO, ICS, INTERCARGO, INTERTANKO, 
and OCIMF. The changes will reduce the HRA boundaries to the Yemeni and Somali Territorial 
Seas and Exclusive Economic Zones in its eastern and southern reaches.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
https://mast-security.com/indian-ocean/
https://mast-security.com/indian-ocean/
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Control of Somali territory (Jan 2021) Source: Wikimedia 
Commons

Analysis
On 8th February 2021, the Council of Presidential Candidates an-
nounced that they no longer recognise Mohamed as the President of 
Somalia since his constitutional term in office expired on 8th Febru-
ary without any agreement on the path toward elections to replace 
him. James Swan, the Special Representative and Head of the UN 
Assistance Mission in Somalia, confirmed that the electoral imple-
mentation tensions had been compounded by questions over the  
legitimacy of Mohamed’s mandate following the expiry of his con-
stitutional term in office, and that the growing political tensions 
threatened Somalia’s State-building progress and even security. He 
encouraged Somalia’s political leaders to “pull back from confronta-
tion and avoid risky winner-take-all tactics”. Over the past 6 weeks 
there have been numerous attacks against politicians, including for-
mer high ranking ministers and leaders, and attacks on journalists in 
Somalia. Specifically, Amnesty International has called on the Somali 
authorities to bring an end to the arbitrary arrest and persecution of 
journalists in Puntland.
Given the blatant disregard for the constitution by the current Presi-
dent, Somalia’s political future as a nation state remains uncertain. 
Indeed, regional fragmentation may once again be on the cards, and 
this can only be to the benefit of Al Shabaab terrorists as well as crimi-
nal organisations who may be interested at some point in  a return to 
piracy in the Indian Ocean.
Threat Assessment
There is a risk that complacency in some quarters has seen a reduc-
tion in PMSC presence in these waters that could result in a piracy 
success. A lack of adherence to BMP5 protocol, particularly not main-
taining a safe distance off the coast, has increased risks to shipping. 
Merchant vessels would be wise to maintain the same distance from 
the coast, particularly ensuring that the Socotra Gap isn’t taken. All 
vessels are advised to update risk assessments and register with 
UKMTO/MSCHOA prior to entering the Indian Ocean High Risk Area 
(HRA).

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

 Under control of Al Shabaab and allies
 Under control of neutral forces
 Under control of Government and allies
 Somaliland Government
 Territory disputed by Puntland and Somaliland

Somalia
Somali PM, Mohamed Roble, has visited Egypt, spending time in Cairo at the invitation of Egyp-
tian President, Abdel Fattah al-Sisi. Roble met several Egyptian officials, including Prime Minister 
Mustafa Madbouly on Aug.17, who told Roble the Egyptian government hopes to enhance eco-
nomic and trade ties with Somalia, Al-Monitor reported on August 21st. Madbouli said he has 
directives from Sisi to offer all types of support to Somalia.

Opposition Leaders Reject New Election Roadmap
A group of Somali opposition presidential candidates has re-
jected the government’s plan for upcoming elections.  The re-
jection could result in yet another delay for the Somali polls. 
The opposition Council of Presidential Candidates, or CPS, 
released a statement Monday 23rd saying they reject a new 
election roadmap proposed by the federal government and 
regional leaders, VOA reported.

‘Mutinous troops’ capture Somali town
Garowe Online reported on August 23rd that an alarming situ-
ation was developing in Hirshabelle state’s Baladwayn town. 
According to reports, ‘mutinous troops’ from the Hiran Salva-
tion Forces (HSF), led by Colonel Abdullahi Elmi Barre from 
the Somali Army’s 5th battalion, captured the town on Sunday 
night, in what the newspaper calls a, “move that could plunge 
the country into unprecedented chaos in the coming days.”

60 militants killed in Lower Shabelle region - SNA
The Horn Observer reported on August 21st that the Somali 
National Army had killed more than 60 Al Shabaab fighters, 
including two senior members, in fierce fighting in the Lower 
Shabelle region of the country. In in a statement, the Somali 
military said its forces foiled two attacks by the militant group 
on SNA bases in Sabiid and Anole towns. “These attempts 
were foiled by our brave troops stationed there,” it said in a 
statement. “In the process, we have killed numerous terrorists 
and seized equipment.”

Sudan vows to support peace efforts in Somalia
Sudan on Friday 20th vowed to support the efforts to achieve 
peace and stability in Somalia in cooperation with all Somali 
parties and the regional and international partners, Xinhau 
reported. Sudan welcomed the recent agreement reached 
between the African Union (AU) Commission and the federal 
government of Somalia to extend the mandate of the African 
Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM).

UN calls for protection of aid workers amid crisis
The United Nations on Thursday 19th called on all parties in 
Somalia to protect humanitarian workers who provide life-
saving assistance to vulnerable persons in the country, Xinhau 
reported. Adam Abdelmoula, UN resident coordinator and hu-
manitarian coordinator for Somalia, said 146 incidents impact-
ing humanitarian operations have been recorded in Somalia 
since the start of 2021 and in the first seven months of 2021, 
one humanitarian worker was killed, five more injured, one ab-
ducted and three detained or temporarily arrested.

Security Forces Kill 25 Shabaab Fighters
The East African reported on August 19th that a joint opera-
tion between the Somali National Army and local forces in 
the central region had resulted in the deaths of at least 25 Al 
Shabaab terrorists. According to a statement from the Ministry 
of Information, fighting on Tuesday 17th and Wednesday 18th, 
also saw the deaths of five Galmudug State combatants allied 
to the federal government.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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Control of Yemen territory (September 2020)

Source:  Wikimedia Commons
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Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP)
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Controlled by Southern Transitional Council

Yemen
Reuters reported on August 23rd that Yemen is to receive some $665 million worth of reserves 
from the IMF this week, which will reportedly ease the economic and humanitarian crisis in the 
country. An IMF spokesperson said that the funds would boost Yemen’s foreign exchange re-
serves by over 70 per cent.

No end to Yemen civil war on the horizon, senior UN official 
briefs Security Council
No progress has been made by parties in Yemen to reach a 
political agreement to settle the civil war, which is now in its 
seventh year, a senior UN official for the Middle East region 
told the Security Council on Monday 23rd. “It is imperative to 
resume an inclusive, Yemeni-led political process to reach a 
negotiated solution to the conflict,” said Khaled Khiari, Assis-
tant Secretary-General for Middle East, Asia and the Pacific, 
referring to a 2015 peace plan, which called for a nationwide 
ceasefire, the reopening of Sana’a airport, the easing of restric-
tions on fuel and goods flowing through Hodeidah port, and 
the resumption of face-to-face political negotiations.

Saudi project clears 1,589 more mines in Yemen
Arab News reported on August 23rd that the Saudi Project for 
Landmine Clearance (Masam) dismantled 1,589 mines in Yem-
en during the third week of August. The total was made up of 
14 anti-personnel mines, 485 anti-tank mines and 1116 items 
of unexlpoded ordnance. A total of 269,923 mines have been 
cleared since the start of the project, Arab News wrote. 

Tehran denies Iranian national killed in Yemen
The Tehran Times reported on August 22nd that Iran had dis-
missed reports that one of its military advisers had been killed 
in action in Yemen. In a statement on Saturday, Iranian Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Saeed Khatibzadeh said there is no Irani-
an military advisor in Yemen to be killed by the invaders’ bom-
bardments. The Yemen government had said that an Iranian 
military expert named Haidar Sirjan along with nine others, 
was killed during an airstrike by the Saudi-led coalition forces 
in Serwah, Marib.

Coalition forces intercept armed drone in Khamis Mushait
Saudi Arabia’s air force intercepted an armed Houthi drone 
which was launched towards the city of Khamis Mushait on 
Sunday 22nd, regional media reported. The drone was report-
edly tagetting civilian areas in the city and has been widely 
condemned by other Arab countries in the region. 

10 Houthis killed in Saudi-led airstrikes in Marib
Xinhau reported on August 21st that at least 10 Houthis were 
killed in airstrikes conducted by Saudi coalition forces in Yem-
en’s Marib region. “The ten, including three high-ranking lead-
ers, were hit while driving in two vehicles in Sirwah district, a 
few miles east of Al-Kasarah frontline,” the source in Marib said 
on condition of anonymity.

Pro-gov’t Yemeni forces launch military operation against 
Houthis in Taiz
Yemen government forces have launched a new operation in 
the province of Taiz, Xinhau reported on August 20th. Accord-
ing to the military official who asked to remain anonymous, 
“units of the 17th Infantry Brigade of the pro-government Yem-
eni army attacked a number of sites controlled by the Houthi 
militia in the northwestern part of Taiz.” The source said that 
the anti-Houthi military operation killed five rebels and injured 
several others following fierce armed confrontations.

Yemen’s al Qaeda leadership congratulates Taliban, vows to 
continue Jihad
In a report on August 19th, WION said that al Qaeda’s leader-
ship in Yemen had congratulated the Taliban on their success 
in Afghanistan and had vowed to continue its own military ac-
tion in Yemen. “This victory and empowerment reveals to us 
that jihad and fighting represent the (Islamic law)-based, legal, 
and realistic way to restore rights (and) expel the invaders and 
occupiers,” al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) said in a 
statement.

MAST recommends BMP measures be enforced and watches 
strengthened during transits in the region.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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South East Asia
U.S. Vice President Kamala Harris said on Tuesday 24th that China “continues to coerce, to intimi-
date, and to make claims to the vast majority of the South China Sea.”  Speaking during a visit to 
Singapore, Harris said China’s actions “continue to undermine the rules-based order and threaten 
the sovereignty of nations.”  U.S. President Joe Biden’s administration has made countering Chi-
nese influence a key part of its foreign policy, Voice of America reported.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

ReCAAP ISC issues alert on incidents at Manila Anchorage 
areas
ReCAAP ISC on Monday 23rd issued an Incident Alert on in-
cidents at Manila Anchorage Areas, the Philippines. During 
January-August 2021, a total of eight incidents of armed rob-
bery against ships occurred at Manila Anchorage areas in the 
Philippines. The location of all the eight incidents is at South 
Harbour Anchorage Area of Manila, leading ReCAAP to high-
light the potential threat to vessels transiting the region. 

20th SEACAT concludes, puts cooperative maritime security 
first
The 20th annual Southeast Asia Cooperation and Training 
(SEACAT) exercise concluded Aug. 20, following 10 days of in-
person and at-sea engagements that enhanced collaboration 
among Indo-Pacific partners and focused on shared maritime 
security challenges of the region. Ashore, the exercise involved 
a command post exercise at Singapore’s Changi Naval Base 
that served as a centralized hub for information sharing in the 
tracking of contracted merchant vessels simulating suspicious 
vessels of interests (VOIs) in seas throughout Southeast Asia.

India And Philippines Conduct Naval Drills In South China Sea
Following successful drills with the Vietnamese Navy, the Indi-
an Navy on Monday 23rd, conducted a naval exercise with the 
Philippine Navy in the South China Sea, NDTV reported on Au-
gust 24th. While the Indian Navy deployed its guided missile 
destroyer INS Ranvijay and guided missile corvette INS Kora in 
the exercise, the Philippine Navy was represented by its frigate 
BRP Antonio Luna, officials said.

MMEA finds RM350,000 worth of contraband cigarettes on 
uninhabited island
A patrol by the MMEA has disrupted a smuggling group oper-
ating in the Pulau Karah area, after they discovered packages 
containing 330,000 contraband cigarettes hidden on a beach 
on Saturday 21st, the Star reported. “Several packages of ciga-
rettes wrapped in plastic were discovered, believed to have 
been smuggled from a neighbouring country. We believe Pu-
lau Karah was being used as a transit point to bring the ciga-
rettes into the peninsula for sale,” Capt Muhammad Suffi Mohd 
Ramli told the media. “Criminals are now using sea routes be-
cause of Covid-19 checkpoints on land routes,” he said.

Norway-registered tanker detained for illegal anchoring off 
Sekinchan
On Saturday 21st, the MMEA detained the MT Clipper Hermod, 
a Norwegian-flagged tanker, after it illegally anchored off Sek-
inchan, Selangor. “The vessel will be investigated under Sec-
tion 491B(1)(L) of the Merchant Shipping Ordinance 1952, which 
carries a fine not more than RM100,000 or imprisonment not 
exceeding two years or both upon conviction,” MMEA Captain 
Mohd Rosli Kassim said.

2 Abu Sayyaf members killed in foiled kidnap attempt in Sa-
bah
On Friday 20th, two members of the Abu Sayyaf Group were 
shot and killed in Sandakan, Sabah. Security personnel believe 
that the men were part of a group of terrorists who had arrived 
in the area two kidnap the owners of two local plantations, as 
part of their K&R fund raising efforts. Sabah police commis-
sioner Datuk Hazani Ghazali told a press conference, “This was 
to fund the ASG eastern Sulu base at the Bud Bawis Complex 
in Panamao, Sulu, in Southern Philippines.”

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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    Migrant crossings 2017-2021. Source:  UNHRC
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European Waters
More than 800 migrants crossed the English Channel to the UK on Saturday 21st - setting a new 
record for crossings in a single day. The Home Office said nearly 200 people making the trip 
were also stopped by the French authorities. The Home Office said the UK authorities rescued 
or intercepted 828 people in 30 small boats on Saturday, while the French prevented 193 people 
in 10 boats from reaching Britain. It said there were no arrivals on Sunday 22nd or Monday 23rd, 
BBC News reported.

Migration Minister: Greece Will Not Become a Gateway for 
Illegal Migration
SchengenVisaInfo.com reported on August 24th that the 
Greek Migration and Asylum Minister, Notis Mitarachi, has 
stated that Greece is on “high alert at the sea and land bor-
ders” as fears grow that the Taliban takeover in Afghanistan 
could see a new, huge wave of migrants attempt to flee the 
region and cross the Mediterranean into Europe. Although 
realistically, any such movement of people would take time, 
governments in the region are bracing themselves for pos-
sible waves of migrants in a year that has already seen sig-
nificant numbers of crossings and fatalities in the Mediter-
ranean. The only sure thing is that in the face of a possible 
wave of migration, Greece will not be limited to the role of 
observer, but will play an active role in the European fora to 
deal with it effectively,” Minister Mitarachi stated, according 
to the report.

1 illegal migrant dead, 14 missing off Libyan coast: UNHCR
UNHCR on Monday 23rd said that an illegal migrant died 
while 14 others remain missing off the Libyan coast. “Be-
tween last night and today, 279 individuals were returned 
to the Tripoli Naval Base (95) and Azzawiya Oil Refinery Port 
(184) following three disembarkations,” UNHCR tweeted, Xin-
hau reported.

Around 100 migrants rescued in English Channel
French maritime authorities have rescued around 100 mi-
grants attempting to cross the Channel between Britain and 
France. The migrants were taken to the French port of Cal-
ais, InfoMigrants reported on August 23rd. The migrants were 
rescued as part of an ongoing operation on Saturday, which 
saw hundreds attempt to cross from France to the UK.

At least 17 presumed dead following capsize
Associated Press reported on Monday 23rd that the Libyan 
Navy’s Coast Guard had rescued 51 migrants off Zuwara, a 
well known migrant embarkation point, after their rubber 
boat capsized. It was believed that around 70 migrants were 
onboard at the time of the incident, a UN migration offcial 
told AP. 

Italian coast guard rescues 22 stranded off coast, reports 
one dead
On Monday 23rd, InfoMigrants reported that the Italian Coast 
Guard had rescued 22 people and found one person dead 
following reports of an incident on Saturday. The authorities 
were notified by a phone call from a Tunisian who claimed to 
be onboard a vessel off the Italian coast. Rescue crews said 
the call came from a point off the island of Levanzo and sent 
two rescue helicopters and two patrol boats. The number of 
people arriving in Italy by boat has passed 35,000 people this 
year, double the number of those who arrived in 2020, Info-
Migrants said.

The current migrant smuggling situation

UNHCR has once again tweaked its figures for 2021, and now 
shows that some 12,353 migrants crossed the Mediterranean in 
July, the highest figure since November 2020. So far in August, 
UNHCR reports that 7,365 have crossed but, as the news items 
on this page illustrate, the human cost has been significant. The 
events in Afghanistan will once again focus political attention 
on the region and will no doubt become an issue in the coming 
weeks and months. How the EU and nations bordering the Medi-
terranean will react remains to be seen, but it is likely that regard-
less of the rights and wrongs of the situation, we will see a rag tag 
response with further loss of life, given the complexities involved. 

172 illegal migrants rescued off Libyan coast
On Wednesday 18th, the Libyan Coast Guard rescued 172 mi-
grants at sea as they attempted to cross to Europe, Xinhau re-
ported. The migrant vessel ran into trouble and they called the 
authorities, who deployed a rescue vessel, Xinhau said. The mi-
grants were disembarked at the capital Tripoli’s Naval Base and 
then handed over to the anti-illegal immigration department.

Spain rescues lone migrant amid fears 40 others died
Arab News reported that at least 40 migrants were feared 
drowned on August 19th, after Spain’s Coast Guard rescued 
one woman at sea, after the vessel she was on overturned. The 
woman was found near the bodies of two other migrants around 
250km off the Canary Islands. Weather conditions at the time of 
the incident were reportedly bad, the media outlet added. In the 
first seven months of 2021, 7,531 migrants have arrived in the Ca-
naries, more than twice as many as in the same period in 2020.

61 illegal migrants rescued off Libyan coast: UN refugee agency
Xinhau reported on August 19th that the UNHCR said on Thurs-
day 19th that 61 illegal migrants were rescued off Libyan coast 
and returned to Libya. “Last night, a total (of) 61 individuals were 
rescued/intercepted by the Libyan Coast Guard,” the UNHCR 
tweeted. “They were disembarked at the Tripoli Commercial Port 
where UNHCR and partner IRC were on the ground to provide 
urgent humanitarian assistance,” it said.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/


 10

Control of Northern Libyan territory (June  2020)

Source: Wikimedia Commons

Controlled by the Tobruk led government

Controlled by the Government of National Accord

Controlled by ISIS

Controlled by local forces

Controlled by Tuareg forces

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

Libya
An Islamic State (IS) suicide bomber attacked on Sunday a security checkpoint belonging to 
the eastern-based army in the southeastern Libyan town Zalla, without causing any casualties, 
Xinhau reported on August 23rd. “An IS suicide bomber attacked the Zalla checkpoint with a 
car bomb, causing no human casualties,” the spokesman of the eastern-based army, Ahmad al-
Mismari, posted on his official Facebook page. Despite isolated incidents in recent months, IS has 
not been active in recent weeks. 

Libyan Central Banker Pins Revival Hopes on Higher Oil Out-
put
In order to ensure it meets spending requirements, Libya 
needs to significantly boost its oil output, by as much as 40 per 
cent, Bloomberg reported on August 22nd, citing the country’s 
cetral bank governor, Sadiq Al-Kabir. The country currently 
produces around 1.3 million barrels per day, but Kabir hopes 
that this will reach 1.8 million bpd by 2022.  

Haftar’s forces release 17 men from western Libya
The Libyan Army said on Saturday 21st that 17 civilian men 
from the western region were released by Khalifa Haftar’s forc-
es, who held them based only on their identity cards informa-
tion, the Libyan Observer reported. The release was overseen 
by personnel from the 5+5 Joint Military Commission, the paper 
wrote. The men were non-combatants who were arrested by 
Haftar’s forces for their political views. 

Libya reports 2,364 new COVID-19 cases 
Libya reported 2,364 new COVID-19 cases on Saturday, rais-
ing the national tally to 293,532, according to the Libyan Na-
tional Center for Disease Control. The center reported 16 new 
COVID-19-related deaths and 1,652 more recoveries during 
the same period, bringing the national death toll to 4,017 and 
total recoveries to 212,241, Xinhau reported on August 22nd.

Are Russia’s Wagner mercenaries in Libya on the way out?
Arab Weekly reported on August 20th that Russia’s top diplo-
mat, Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, had assured his Libyan 
counterpart that the Russian government supported the with-
drawal of all foreign fighters from Libya, and is prepared to 
help the country work out the details on how to achieve this. 
“We will be prepared to constructively take part in this work 
alongside other countries,” Lavrov told a press conference. 
How this will be received by Turkey was not reported. 

UNSMIL urges all Libyan parties to maintain calm, stability
The United Nations Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL) called 
in a statement Wednesday 18th on all parties in Libya to refrain 
from any mobilization or deployment of security elements and 

troops that may be perceived as an escalation and may un-
dermine the implementation of the 23 October 2020 ceasefire 
agreement, urging all parties to respect the lines of demarca-
tion as they were at the time of the signing of the ceasefire 
agreement, the Libya Observer wrote on August 19th. 

UN voices rising concern over water shortage in Libya
Concerns about water shortage in Libya are mounting due to 
climate change and vandalism of major supply systems, the 
United Nations Humanitarian Office (UNOCHA) said on Thurs-
day 19th. “Recent heatwaves across Libya, amidst acute power 
cuts and the rapid spread of COVID-19, as well as continuous 
damage to the water system and the drying of the Wadi Kaam 
Dam pose acute threats to people’s lives while time is running 
out to act,” the UN body said in a statement, Xinhau reported. 
Repeated attacks on the Great Man-Made River, a network of 
pipes supplying 60 percent of all fresh water used in Libya, 
are threatening national water security, the statement warned.

UK wants to invest in Libya
The UK ambassador to Libya, Nicholas Hopton, has expressed 
his hopes that UK energy firms can cooperate and sign deals 
with Libya’s NOC. He made the remarks during a trip to meet 
NOC Chairman, Mustafa Sanallah, at the organisation’s Tripoli 
headquarters. The British ambassador said the current stability 
in Libya owes a lot to the consolidation of work by the oil sec-
tor that is the main revenue source for Libya’s economy. Hop-
ton also spent time with the Libyan Minister of the Interior, and 
discussed security cooperation between the two countries. 

To read MAST’s Libyan Country report on MASTOPEDIA, 
please click here.
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Suspicious Activity
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Central and South America 
Nothing significant to report.

Incidents: 
1. Seven robbers armed with knives boarded an anchored 
bulk carrier at 0630 UTC in position 12:00.71S – 077:11.63W, 
Callao Anchorage, Peru. They took the duty AB hostage, tied 
his hands, stole ship’s stores and escaped. Incident reported 
to the local authorities. Reported (IMB) 18 Aug. (Not shown on 
chart).

Standing advice: 
The repercussions of a vessel being caught acting as a mule 
with drugs stowed will depend on the type, amount and na-
tional laws, but may be disruptive and costly. When and if 
operating in these areas, especially Columbia and Peru, it is 
advised that: 
• Potential stowage areas such as rudder shafts are denied as 
far as possible, and/or routinely searched. 
• Access points are closely monitored by a vigilant watch for 
the duration of the vessel’s call at port. 

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
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Note: The forecasts are correct as of the day before publication. For latest updates please follow the provided links. 
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Nothing significant to report.

Severe Weather Warnings 
Warnings detailed on this page are from the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) and are 
issued by respective Regional Specialised Metrological Centres, Tropical Cyclone Centres or Na-
tional Meteorological Services. For further information on severe weather warnings please click 
here.   
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