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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on:

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect 
the safety of commercial and private vessels and personnel 
ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil conflict 
are directly impacting on maritime operations; and

• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and 
other related criminal activity.
 
MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, 
accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is entrenched 
and committed in continuing to support
and promote the awareness of the very real risks that
seafarers and other stakeholders face.
 
This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of
MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence
specialises in providing clients with a suite of products and 
services, including; political and economic risk analysis, de-
tailed port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, 
threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management.
 
Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts,
MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertain-
ing to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter  to keep abreast 
with these insightful weekly reports and more —  
including real time security updates.

Editor: David Rider
www.mast-security.com
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Issue 296 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the fragile and conflict 
affected coastal states Libya, Somalia and Yemen. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, 
incidents affecting maritime security and influencing maritime news are also report-
ed and analysed, focusing on the keys theatres of maritime instability.  

Coronavirus Port and Terminal Restrictions
The situation remains extremely fluid. For the most recent updates on closures and re-openings, MAST Security 
recommends using the Wilhemsen Covid-19 Global Port Restrictions Map. Please Click Here to visit their site. 

https://twitter.com/MAST_Security
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2987168?trk=tyah
https://www.facebook.com/Maritime-Asset-Security-and-Training-Ltd-MAST-362993160565911/timeline/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2987168?trk=tyah
https://twitter.com/MAST_Security
http://www.mast-security.com/
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.wilhelmsen.com/ships-agency/campaigns/coronavirus/coronavirus-map/
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Gulf of Guinea
Ghana is working on a new maritime bill which, if passed, would see the maximum sentence for 
piracy in the country’s waters set at 15 years in prison. Media in Ghana says that the move is re-
quired since piracy continues to pose a significant threat to the country and the current laws are 
inadequate in dealing with the issue. 

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Ghana Navy to establish new base
Madam Sarah Dugbakie Pobee, Ada East District Chief Execu-
tive, has said that discussions are underway about a perma-
nent naval base at Ada to provide defence against pirate at-
tacs and other maritime crime. She said that illegal operations 
on the high seas were on the increase, Ghana Web reported 
on Sept. 1st. She added that the arrest of maritme criminals 
remained a major challenge.  

Helicopter Attack On Bonny Passenger Boat
Marine Police sources have confirmed to Nigerian media out-
lets that a helicopter did attack a passenger/cargo vessel 
transiting the Port Harcourt-Bonny sea route on Thursday 26th. 
An unknown number of passengers were injured when the air-
craft fired on the wooden boat, carrying cargo and passengers. 
It is not known whether the helicopter was being operated by 
the Air Force or Navy. Eyewitnesses say an unidentified military 
chopper descended to about 500 meters and opened fire on 
the passengers, who were mainly deckhands working on the 
boat, and injuring several people on board. 

NIMASA targets piracy-free waters to reduce shipping costs 
insurance premiums
A sustained reduction in reported cases of piracy and other 
maritime crimes in Nigerian waters would end the War Risk 
Insurance premium on Nigeria-bound cargoes, the Director-
General of the Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safety 
Agency (NIMASA), Dr. Bashir Jamoh, has said, Hellenic Ship-
ping News wrote on August 31st. War Risk premiums continue 
to be a source of irritation for Nigeria. 

US Navy joins Operation Guinex exercise
Defence Web reported on August 26th that the USS Hershel 

Williams took part in the recent Operation Guinex exercise, 
held in the Gulf of Guinea in conjunction with the Brazilian 
Navy. Guinex is the first exercise off of Africa’s Atlantic coast 
to have participation by both US and Brazilian naval vessels. 
While at sea, Hershel “Woody” Williams conducted small boat 
and Visit, Board, Search, and Seizure (VBSS) drills, as well as 
manoeuvring exercises. The exercise will continue this week. 

Piracy War: NIMASA on Track
Margreth Orakwusi, chair of the Nigerian Shipowners’ Forum, 
has stated that the Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safe-
ty Agency (NIMASA) is track as far as the war against piracy is 
concerned, This Day Live reported on August 27th. She told re-
porters at a recent event that there has been cooperation be-
tween the Federal Ministry of Transportation through NIMASA 
and the military on the fight against piracy, adding that this is 
what stakeholders have been advocating for.

For further information and to see MAST Services in the region, 
please click here. 

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures:

2021:
Incidents reported: 37 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew kidnapped: 45 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)

2020: 
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)

2019: 
Incidents reported: 111 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew kidnapped: 121 (IMB)
Vessels hijacked: 4 (IMB)

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
https://mast-nigeria.com/
https://mast-security.com/africa/
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Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Israeli Navy holds joint security patrol with US 5th fleet
The Jerusalem Post reported on Sept. 1st that the Israeli Navy 
had conducted its first ever maritime security partol with the 
US Navy’s 5th Fleet in the Red Sea. Three ships from the Israeli 
Navy took part in the exercise, the paper reported. 

Concern over lack of Mozambique marsec planning
Francois Vrey, Emeritus Professor of Military Science, Stellen-
bosch University, has written an article for The Conversation, 
where he expresses concern at the absence of maritime se-
curity planning around the Mozambique insurgency. He warns 
that the focus on land-based security ignores the fact that in-
surgents stormed and held the port of Mocímboa da Praia in 
August 2020 and attacked communities on nearby islands off 
Palma. He says: “The intervention forces currently fighting the 
insurgents should extend their role offshore to prevent a col-
lapse of security at sea off Mozambique or at the minimum, 
any such perception among the international maritime com-
munity.”

Indian and German navies conduct maritime exercise
The Indian Navy’s INS Trikand took part in a drill with Germa-
ny’s Bayern frigate in the Gulf of Aden, media reported. The 
exercise, held on Thursday 26th, included cross-deck heli-
copter landings and VBSS drills. The INS Trikand is currently 
deployed on anti-piracy duties in the region. 

Russia, Iran & China to Hold Joint Military Exercise
China, Russia and Iran will hold joint maritime exercises called 
‘Chiru’ in the Persian Gulf at the end of 2021 or early in 2022, re-
gional media reported on August 26th. “In the end of this year 

or the beginning of the next year, the annual joint naval exer-
cises, CHIRU, will be held in the Persian Gulf region. Russian, 
Iranian and Chinese warships are taking part in it. The main aim 
is to practice actions on ensuring international shipping safety, 
and combating sea pirates,” Levan Dzhagaryan told Sputnik.

IMO supports maritime security activities in East Africa
The IMO has assisted in the strengthening of maritime secu-
rity governance in East Africa by participating in two regional 
events during August: the Strategic Maritime Security and 
Blue Economy course (held 9th-13th August) held in Kenya, 
and also the annual Cutlass Express event (26th July–6th Au-
gust) a United States Naval Forces Africa led, maritime secu-
rity exercise conducted in the Western Indian Ocean.

India: Augmentation of security has ensured no sea-based 
terrorist attacks since 2008
India commissioned its sevent Offshore Patrol Vessel, the ICGS 
Vigraha, last week, with the country’s Defence Minister, Ra-
jnath Singh, saying that the augmentation of India’s security 
capabilities has ensured that the country has not suffered any 
terrorist attacks by sea routes since the 2008 Mumbai terror-
ist attack. Lauding the Indian Coast Guard for its service, Mr. 
Singh said in the last two years, in cooperation with the neigh-
bouring nations, the force had recovered goods worth more 
than ₹10,000 crore in anti-smuggling operations, The Hindu 
reported. 

To see MAST’s services in the Indian Ocean Region, please 
click here.

Indian Ocean Region
A continued downward trend in Somali piracy has prompted leading shipping organisations to 
reduce the geographic boundaries of the ‘High Risk Area’ (HRA) for piracy in the Indian Ocean, 
which will apply from 1 September 2021. Robert Drysdale, OCIMF Managing Director said: “This 
adjustment to the HRA better reflects the reality of the piracy threat but given the breadth of 
maritime security threats faced by seafarers, a more intuitive and dynamic system for highlight-
ing threats will be most welcome.” MAST will make use of the new chart as soon as it is published. 

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
https://mast-security.com/indian-ocean/
https://mast-security.com/indian-ocean/
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Control of Somali territory (Jan 2021) Source: Wikimedia 
Commons

Analysis
On 8th February 2021, the Council of Presidential Candidates an-
nounced that they no longer recognise Mohamed as the President of 
Somalia since his constitutional term in office expired on 8th Febru-
ary without any agreement on the path toward elections to replace 
him. James Swan, the Special Representative and Head of the UN 
Assistance Mission in Somalia, confirmed that the electoral imple-
mentation tensions had been compounded by questions over the  
legitimacy of Mohamed’s mandate following the expiry of his con-
stitutional term in office, and that the growing political tensions 
threatened Somalia’s State-building progress and even security. He 
encouraged Somalia’s political leaders to “pull back from confronta-
tion and avoid risky winner-take-all tactics”. Over the past 6 weeks 
there have been numerous attacks against politicians, including for-
mer high ranking ministers and leaders, and attacks on journalists in 
Somalia. Specifically, Amnesty International has called on the Somali 
authorities to bring an end to the arbitrary arrest and persecution of 
journalists in Puntland.
Given the blatant disregard for the constitution by the current Presi-
dent, Somalia’s political future as a nation state remains uncertain. 
Indeed, regional fragmentation may once again be on the cards, and 
this can only be to the benefit of Al Shabaab terrorists as well as crimi-
nal organisations who may be interested at some point in  a return to 
piracy in the Indian Ocean.
Threat Assessment
There is a risk that complacency in some quarters has seen a reduc-
tion in PMSC presence in these waters that could result in a piracy 
success. A lack of adherence to BMP5 protocol, particularly not main-
taining a safe distance off the coast, has increased risks to shipping. 
Merchant vessels would be wise to maintain the same distance from 
the coast, particularly ensuring that the Socotra Gap isn’t taken. All 
vessels are advised to update risk assessments and register with 
UKMTO/MSCHOA prior to entering the Indian Ocean High Risk Area 
(HRA).

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

 Under control of Al Shabaab and allies
 Under control of neutral forces
 Under control of Government and allies
 Somaliland Government
 Territory disputed by Puntland and Somaliland

Somalia
The East African reported on August 28th that, with funding issues making themselves felt, the 
AU will deploy a reconfigured mission to Somalia for a proposed period of five years at the end 
of this year, when its current mandate to operate in the country expires. The EastAfrican reported 
that so far, the African Union, the Federal Government of Somalia and key donors have agreed on 
the agenda to “begin working towards determining the reconfigured force” of the African Union 
Mission in Somalia (Amisom).

Arson attack destroys Red Crescent clinic
The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the 
Somalia Red Crescent Society (SRCS) are dismayed by Sat-
urday’s (28th) arson attack on the Bardere clinic in Somalia’s 
Gedo region. The fire, instigated by protestors, destroyed the 
SRCS clinic while three staff were also injured in the incident. 
“Our three colleagues are recovering from their injuries. We 
are assessing the damage to the clinic but the destruction is 
massive. The fire consumed the entire clinic and it took hours 
to put it out.“ said Ahmed Mohamed Adale, the Director of the 
SRCS.

Somali court sentences ISIS fighter to 10 years
A miltary court in Mogadishu has sentenced a ISIS terrorist to 
10 years in prison, local media reported on August 30th. The 
court heard that Abu Ali joined the group in Bari region, Punt-
land in 2016 and was convicted for his part in actions against 
Puntland security forces. He was arrested at Mogadishu air-
port after arriving from Puntland. 

Uganda: CDF Mbadi Warns Somalia Bound Troops Against 
Recklessness
A group of 1848 officers and men of the Uganda People’s De-
fence Forces (UPDF) set off for deployment in Somalia at the 
weekend, The Monitor reported on August 29th. The Chief of 
Defence Forces, General Wilson Mbasu Mbadi, warned his 
troops: “You have undergone the required training and orien-
tation on the peace keeping mission in Somalia. The Somali 

people have their own culture and this is the reason why you 
undergo a vigorous training before you step foot in Somalia. 
When you sell food and weapons, you are acting as a mad 
person because these very items will be used against you.” 

Turkey trains first female officers for Somalia’s police force
Garowe Online reported on August 29th that 49 female police 
officers have now completed their training in Turkey. On Sat-
urday 28th, they graduated in a ceremony overseen by Police 
Commander General, Abdi Hassan Mohamed Hijar. Somalia 
has been moving towards better gender balance in recent 
years, despite the ongoing battle against hardline Islamic ter-
rorsts. 

Turkey Donates More Armoured Personnel Carriers to Soma-
lia
MenaFN reported on August 26th that Turkey has donated a 
further eight Kirpi armoured personnel carriers and 14 Aktan 
military trucks to Somalia’s armed forces. The vehicles arrived 
in mid-August and will be used in deployments by Somalia’s 
elite Gorgor Commandos who are engaged in the fight against 
the Al Shabaab terror group in the country. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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Control of Yemen territory (September 2020)

Source:  Wikimedia Commons

Houthi 

Pro Hadi Government Forces

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP)
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Controlled by Southern Transitional Council

Yemen
A series of missile strikes and a drone attack on Sunday 29th at Yemen’s Al-Anad airbase, some 
60 kilometers (40 miles) north of Aden has reportedly killed as many as 30 government troops, 
media reported on Monday 30th. “More than 30 have been killed and at least 56 were injured” at 
the military facility in the government-held southern province of Lahij, armed forces spokesman 
Mohammed al-Naqib said in a Defense Post report. Houthi rebels were blamed for the attacks. 

Arab Coalition Destroys Drones Platform in Yemen’s Sanaa
Asharq Al-Awsat reported on Sept. 1st that coalition forces 
had destroyed a platform used to launch drones in Sanaa. It 
released footage of its operation that showed Iran-backed 
Houthi militants preparing and launching the drones.

Several wounded in a drone attack on Saudi airport: Coalition
Al Jazeera reported on August 31st that a Houthi drone attack 
on Abha airport in Saudi Arabia had wounded at least eight 
people. A second drone was reported to have been shot down 
by coalition forces. The coalition said the second attack on the 
airport “constitutes a war crime” after it intercepted a booby-
trapped drone earlier in the day, Al Jazeera wrote. One victim 
remains in critical condition, according to reports. 

Marib heats up again 
Xinhua reported a series of attacks in the Marib region on Mon-
day 31st, as Houthi rebels stepped up activities against gov-
ernment and coalition forces. At least 11 soldiers have been 
killed so far in what Xinhau said were ‘coordinated and inten-
sified’ armed attacks in the province. Local officials clarified 
that the intense and simultaneous attacks targeted the pro-
government forces stationed in Marib’s southern and western 
areas, particularly in the Sirwah district.

Yemen fishermen return home
118 Yemeni fishermen have returned to the ports of Hodeidah 
and al-Khouba on Saturday 28th, after being detained in pris-
ons in Eritrea. The General Authority for Fisheries in the Red 
Sea received the fishermen in the fishing ports of Hodeida and 
al-Khuba, news outlet alkhabaralyemeni reported. 

Yemeni government sentences Abdulmalik Al-Houthi to 
death
In a strange move, the Yemen government’s military court has 
reportedly sentenced Houthi leader Abdelmalik Al-Houthi and 
173 of his followers to death, for ‘committing crimes against the 
nation’. Saba News reported that the group had all been found 
guilty of staging a military coup against the Hadi government 
in 2014, committing military offences and war crimes in the 

process. The court branded the Houthi movement a ‘terrorist 
criminal group’. 

Saudi project clears 1,352 more mines in Yemen
The Saudi Project for Landmine Clearance dismantled 1,352 
mines in Yemen during the fourth week of August, Arab News 
reported on August 30th. The figure comprised 45 antiperson-
nel mines, 159 anti-tank mines, 1,147 unexploded ordnances, 
and one explosive device. A total of 271,275 mines have been 
cleared since the start of the project, highlighting the extreme 
risk to civilians in the country. 

Yemen Gets First Batch of J&J COVID-19 Vaccines
Asharq Al-Awsat reported on August 29th that the first batch 
of Johnson & Johnson’s Covid-19 vaccine had arrived in the 
country. Some 151,000 doses had been delivered, adding to 
the 360,000 AstraZeneca vaccines received by the country in 
March through the Covax scheme. Finding exact figures for the 
pandemic in Yemen remain extremely problematic, given the 
fractious situation within the country and the regions held by 
Houthi rebels. The UN has warned that Yemen faces a third 
wave of Covid cases, which makes the arrival of the one-shot 
vaccine more important. It is part of an order for 504,000 dos-
es, the media outlet reported. 

20 Houthis killed in Saudi-led airstrikes in Yemen
ANI repored on August 28th that at least 20 Houthi rebels had 
been killed during coalition airistrikes on Friday 27th, accord-
ing to a report by Xinhau. The airstrikes were conducted in the 
country’s northeastern al-Jawf province and also destroyed 
Houthi armoured vehicles and transport trucks, the govern-
ment reported. 

MAST recommends BMP measures be enforced and watches 
strengthened during transits in the region.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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South East Asia
Six task groups from the U.S, U.K., Australian, Japanese and Indian navies are currently on op-
erational deployments in the Indo-Pacific region amidst an intense fall and early winter period of 
multilateral exercises. Currently operating in the region are the Navy’s Carl Vinson Carrier Strike 
Group and Japan-based America Expeditionary Strike Group, the U.K. Royal Navy’s Queen Eliza-
beth Carrier Strike Group 21 (CSG 21), Australian Defense Force Indo-Pacific Endeavour 21 (IPE 21) 
task group, Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF) Indo-Pacific Deployment 2021 (IPD21) 
force and the Indian Navy Eastern Fleet task group, USNI News reported.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Philippines, US hold joint coast guard drills in Subic
Philstar Global reported on Sept. 1st that the Philippines Coast 
Guard had conducted maritime security exercises with the US 
Coast Guard near Subic Bay, Zambales. The two Coast Guards 
performed VBSS and small boat operations, as well as SAR 
drills. Philstar Global quoted Captain Blake Novak, command-
ing officer of USCG Cutter Munro, who said: “As the maritime 
security challenges in the Indo-Pacific region become increas-
ingly complex, partnering with our Coast Guard counterparts is 
vital to our shared interest in a free and open maritime environ-
ment.”

India and Philippines conduct maritime exercises
The Indian and Philippine navies conducted joint exercises in 
the West Philippine Sea on August 23rd, The Manila Times re-
ported on August 30th. The Maritime Partnership Exercise was 
intended to strengthen maritime security collaboration with 
these partner nations, and saw the INS Ranvijay and INS Kora 
operate alongside the BRP Antonio Luna. 

Philippines takes a harder stance on IUU fishing
The Philippine Department of Agriculture’s Bureau of Fisher-
ies said on Friday 27th that it remained committed to stopping 
illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing (IUU) activities in 
the country’s waters, particularly in the West Philippine Sea. 
Agriculture Undersecretary, Cheryl Marie Natividad-Caballe-
ro, said: ”This is a concerted effort to support and protect our 
Philippine waters. Furthermore, we take concerted effort to 
improve our action to conserve our marine and ecological bal-
ance within the Philippine’s maritime domain.”

Australia, India, Japan, and U.S. kick off exercise MALABAR 
2021
Maritime forces from Australia, Japan, India, and the United 
States began phase 1 of cooperative maritime exercise MA-
LABAR 2021 in the Philippine Sea, on Aug. 26th. This year the 
exercise includes Naval Special Warfare forces during phase 1 
to address irregular maritime threats and enhance integration 
with traditional naval forces.

MMEA seizes Indonesian-registered tanker over illegal an-
choring
The MMEA has continued its crack down on illegal anchoring 
in the waters around Joho, seizing an Indonesian-registered 
tanker on Friday 27th off Tanjung Penawar for anchoring with-
out permission or the required paperwork. In recent weeks, 
the MMEA has arrested several vessels, prompting Norwegian 
insurer Gard to issue an advisory warning that unauthorised 
anchoring in Malaysian waters is likely to result in detention. 

Six Abu Sayyaf Group terrorists surrender to authorities
The New Straits Times reported on August 28th that six Abu 
Sayyaf members had handed themselves in to security forces 
in Sulu, where the Philippine Armed Forces continue to hunt 
the group down. Col. Giovanni Franza, commander of the 
1102nd Infantry Brigade, said the terrorists, who belonged to 
different commanders, surrendered on August 24 in Indanan 
town, but this was only made public on Friday.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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    Migrant crossings 2017-2021. Source:  UNHRC
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European Waters
More than 500 migrants arrived on the southern Italian island of Lampedusa at the weekend, 
InfoMigrants reported on August 30th. A nurse from the medical charity MSF said many were 
injured and some had scars from torture. Early on Saturday 28th, three small boats with around 
50 people on board arrived on the small southern Italian island of Lampedusa from Tunisia. Later 
that day, 539 people were discovered drifting in an overcrowded fishing boat around 15 kilom-
eters off the island’s coast.

30 migrants missing off Canary Islands
It’s thought that as many as 30 migrants may be lost at sea, 
following a rescue off the island of Fuerteventura on Tuesday 
1st. Rescuers from Salvamento Maritimo said that they had 
found 32 migrants on board a dinghy, as well as one body. 
The survivors told rescuers that there had been around 60 
people onboard when the vessel set sail. Spanish NGO, 
Caminando Fronteras, said that two boats had gone missing; 
one carrying 42 people and the other carrying 59, suggesting 
the scale of the tragedy could be even larger. 

Over 1,000 migrants intercepted off Libya last week
IANS reported on August 31st that over 1,000 migrants had 
been intercepted in Libyan waters by the country’s Coast 
Guard and Navy last week. “In the period of August 22-28, 
1,131 migrants were rescued/intercepted at sea and re-
turned to Libya,” IOM said. The Organization said that a to-
tal of 23,550 illegal migrants, including women and children, 
were rescued and returned to Libya, Xinhua news agency 
reported. It added that 446 illegal migrants have died and 
648 others gone missing off the Libyan coast on the Central 
Mediterranean route so far this year.

23 rescued from boat off Lampedusa
Reuters reported on Sept. 1st that the Spanish NGO, Proac-
tiva Open Arms, had rescued 23 people from a small boat 
some 21 miles off Lamedusa on Tuesday morning. The mi-
grants were reportedly from Tunisia and included four chil-
dren. 

Senegal migrant shipwreck: 1 dead, 48 missing
InfoMigrants reported on August 30th that some 48 migrants 
were still missing after their wooden boat capsized off Sen-
egal last week. The craft was believed to be heading for 
the Canary Islands, in an attempt to reach Europe, a popu-
lar route for Senegalese migrants. One body was recovered 
from the water and 11 migrants were rescued, but there are 
fears that the remaining 48 may also have perished. 

130 illegal migrants rescued off Libyan coast
Xinhau reported on August 29th that the UNHCR had said 
that some 130 migrants had been rescued from two cap-
sized boats off the coast of Libya and returned to the coun-
try. “Four persons were reported missing. UNHCR & IRC (the 
International Red Cross) provided medical assistance, food 
and water to all survivors. Most of them suffered from burns, 
dehydration and severe fatigue,” UNHCR said.

Royal Moroccan Navy rescues more than 400 migrants
The Royal Morroco Navy said on August 26th that it had res-
cued more than 400 migrants between Thursday (August 
19) and Monday (August 23) after their makeshift boats ran 
into trouble on the sea crossing to Europe. The 438 migrants, 
were given first aid before being transferred to the nearest 
Moroccan port, an officer told Moroccan state media, ac-
cording to a report by InfoMigrants. Earlier this month, a mer-
chant ship rescued 33 migrants who had spent two weeks 
adrift in the Atlantic Ocean en route for the Canary Islands.

The current migrant smuggling situation

Another week with significant loss of life at sea, as UNHCR fig-
ures for August show that the month has seen the largest number 
of successful crossings so far in 2021. According to their figures, 
some 12,844 migrants made the crossing in August, a figure likely 
to be adjusted over the next week or so, as new data comes in. 
It is clear that the problem of illegal migration is not going away 
and is far from over, yet the week has seen very little mention of 
political action, with  migration politics largely overshadowed by 
events in Afghanistan. It can only be hoped that calm seas prevail 
in the region, as there is little sign of the current crossing num-
bers slowing before winter. 

Egypt: Security forces arrest migration broker over deaths of 11 
migrants
Middle East Monitor reported on August 30th that security forces 
in Egypt had arrested a man believed to be a ‘migrant broker’ 
who aided migration by sea and in connection with the deaths by 
drowning of 11 migrants from the country. The dead are reported 
to all come from the village of Talbana and had hoped to reach 
Italy. The village was told that 11 residents had died at sea and is 
currently in mourning, media outlets report. 

Spain stops 350 migrants from scaling Melilla fence
Spanish border guards have stopped 350 migrants from sub-Sa-
haran Africa from entering the enclave of Melilla from neighbor-
ing Morocco, InfoMigrants reported on August 30th. On Saturday 
28th, Moroccan Spanish border forces were alerted by Spain that 
a large number of migrants were trying to scale the border fence 
near a border post at Barrio Chino, AFP reported. A helicopter 
was deployed by Spain’s Guardia Civil in an attempt to repel the 
group. A spokesperson told AFP that the operation was success-
ful and that no migrants were able to cross the border. 

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
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Control of Northern Libyan territory (June  2020)

Source: Wikimedia Commons

Controlled by the Tobruk led government

Controlled by the Government of National Accord

Controlled by ISIS

Controlled by local forces

Controlled by Tuareg forces
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Libya
Arab News reported on August 31st that Egypt had again called on foreign fighters to leave 
Libya in order for the country to continue its push for internal security and stability. Addressing a 
conference on Monday attended by Libya’s neighboring countries and hosted by Algeria, Sameh 
Shoukry, Egypt’s foreign minister, emphasized Cairo’s “firm position toward strengthening the 
structure of security and stability in Libya,” Arab News wrote.

New concers grow over Libyan elections
While the ceasefire holds in the country, the political fights are 
very much ongoing. On Sept. 1st, Libya’s Foreign Minister, Na-
jla al-Mangoush, told a news conference that a delay to the 
proposed elections in December could not be ruled out. The 
news comes just a day after the UN warned Libya that time 
was running out for it to prepare for the polls. Politcal in-fight-
ing in the Libyan parliament and the deep divisions remaining 
in the country could well lead to deadlock in parliament and a 
delay or block to the process. 

Firefight at Libyan government building shows continued in-
security
Reuters reported on August 31st that fighting had taken place 
at a government building in Tripoli, underlining the fragile na-
ture of the current ceasefire in the country. The fight was re-
portedly over the leadership of ‘a state instituton’, Reuters said. 
Technicals carrying fighters appeared near the Administrative 
Control Agency (ACA) is based, and gunfire was heard. The 
fighting was apparently between groups loyal to the ACA head 
and his deputy, with both men appointed to their roles by dif-
ferent political groups. 

Egypt, Algeria pledge to continue pushing for Libya resolu-
tion
The Egypt Independent reported on August 31st that Egyptian 
Foreign Minister, Sameh Shoukry, and his his Algerian counter-
part, Ramtane Lamamra, had held talks on the need to restore 
stability, security, and safety to Libya. The meetings, which are 
being held on Monday and Tuesday in Algeria, seek to assist 
Libya in continuing on the path of political reconciliation and 
eventual elections, which will take place on December 24th, 
the paper reported.

Libya ratchets up tone towards Tunisia in unprovoked esca-
lation 
The Arab Weekly reported on August 29th that there was a po-
tential political fallout between Libya and Tunisia, after Libyan 
Prime Minister Abdulhamid Dbeibah rejected Tunisia’s fears of 
terrorists infiltrating its border with Libya. The concerns were 

reportedly raised by the media, rather than any Tunisian politi-
cians. Dbeibah said: “Libya fought terrorism in Sirte and every-
where. Libyans are a free people and we cannot accept being 
accused of terrorism.”

Libya’s Dbeibah hits back at parliament over no-confidence 
threat
Al Jazeera reported on August 29th that Libya’s interim PM, 
Abdul Hamid Dbeibah, was facing threats that parliament 
might withdraw confidence from his unity government, as a 
new rift threatens not only the current ceasefire but also the 
future of the country’s elections, set for December. Dbeibah 
has blamed the eastern-based parliament for supposedly 
hindering the election process, while they are blocking his 
budget requests. Parliament Speaker Aguila Saleh last week 
demanded that Dbeibeh appear before the chamber, elected 
in 2014, to be questioned about the performance of his gov-
ernment or face a no-confidence vote, Al Jazeera wrote. 

Libyan crude output at risk as Agoco threatens to halt opera-
tions amid lack of funds
There are growing concerns that Libya’s economic recovery, 
which relies in part on its oil production, could be at risk as 
some of the country’s oil fields may be shut down. The Arabian 
Gulf Oil Company (AGOCO) has said that unless it receives ad-
equate funds from the country’s government, it may be forced 
to shut down operations, according to reports on August 
27th. AGOCO operates eight oil fields in Libya, with a capacity 
of around 280,000 barrels per day. These feed in to the key 
Libyan crude grade Sarir/Mesla, which is exported from the 
250,000 b/d Marsa el-Hariga terminal, according to a report 
by Platts. The lack of current funding has meant that opera-
tions have been placed at risk, due to a lack of spare parts and 
equipment, AGOCO say. 

To read MAST’s Libyan Country report on MASTOPEDIA, 
please click here.
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Hijack

Kidnap

Approach/Attack

Suspicious Activity

Theft

Central and South America 
Nothing significant to report.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Standing advice: 
The repercussions of a vessel being caught acting as a mule 
with drugs stowed will depend on the type, amount and na-
tional laws, but may be disruptive and costly. When and if 
operating in these areas, especially Columbia and Peru, it is 
advised that: 
• Potential stowage areas such as rudder shafts are denied as 
far as possible, and/or routinely searched. 
• Access points are closely monitored by a vigilant watch for 
the duration of the vessel’s call at port. 

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
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Note: The forecasts are correct as of the day before publication. For latest updates please follow the provided links. 
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Nothing significant to report.

Severe Weather Warnings 
Warnings detailed on this page are from the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) and are 
issued by respective Regional Specialised Metrological Centres, Tropical Cyclone Centres or Na-
tional Meteorological Services. For further information on severe weather warnings please click 
here.   
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