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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on:

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect 
the safety of commercial and private vessels and personnel 
ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil conflict 
are directly impacting on maritime operations; and

• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and 
other related criminal activity.
 
MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, 
accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is entrenched 
and committed in continuing to support
and promote the awareness of the very real risks that
seafarers and other stakeholders face.
 
This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of
MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence
specialises in providing clients with a suite of products and 
services, including; political and economic risk analysis, de-
tailed port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, 
threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management.
 
Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts,
MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertain-
ing to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter  to keep abreast 
with these insightful weekly reports and more —  
including real time security updates.

Editor: David Rider
www.mast-security.com
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Issue 298 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the fragile and conflict 
affected coastal states Libya, Somalia and Yemen. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, 
incidents affecting maritime security and influencing maritime news are also report-
ed and analysed, focusing on the keys theatres of maritime instability.  

https://twitter.com/MAST_Security
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2987168?trk=tyah
https://www.facebook.com/Maritime-Asset-Security-and-Training-Ltd-MAST-362993160565911/timeline/
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Gulf of Guinea
Regional media reported on Sept. 10th that NIMASA Director General, Dr. Bashir Jamoh, had re-
stated the need for enhanced stakeholder collaboration in tackling maritime security challenges 
in Nigeria and the Gulf of Guinea. Jamoh made the remarks in a paper presentation called, “En-
hancing Collaboration amongst Stakeholders for Improved Maritime Security in Nigeria,” at the 
recently held Chief of the Naval Staff Annual Conference (CONSAC) in Kano State.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report

Navy arrests 16 suspected pipeline vandals in Lagos
Vanguard reported on Tuesday 14th that NNS Beecroft had ar-
rested 16 men suspected of pipeline vandalism on Friday  10th 
at Apapa, Lagos. The suspects were arrested with 73 kegs of 
50 litres and 18 kegs of 25 litres, each filled with products sus-
pected to be Premium Motor Spirit (PMS) and two glassfibre 
boats with 175 HP engines.

Police rescue 8 kidnap victims, parade sea pirate in Rivers 
Tribune Online reported on Sept. 9th that the Rivers State 
Command of the Nigerian Police had rescued a group of peo-
ple kidnapped by sea pirates in two separate incidents on 
Sept. 6th and 7th and arrested one suspect. The hostages had 
been taken on the Bodo/Bonny waterways and included three 
women. According to the Nnamdi Omoni, the Police Public Re-
lations Officer PPRO the victims were rescued Thursday night 
at Bolo creek in Ogu/Bolo LGA of the state.

Pirates Kidnap Five Persons in Rivers
Despite the news that several hostages had been rescued, 
This Day reported on Sept. 9th that another group of five had 
been kidnapped by pirates from Bonny/Onne waterways on 
Sept. 8th. A boat carrying 18 passengers had been stopped 
by pirates, according to the Maritime Workers of Nigeria, and 
five were taken by armed men. Rivers Police has not yet com-
mented on the incident, but the remaining passengers were 
later returned to a safe port. Incidents which occur in Niger 
Delta waterways are not reported by maritime security agen-
cies and are not included in MAST’s figures as a result. 

USS Hershel “Woody” Williams arrives in Angola
The US Navy’s USS Hershel ‘Woody’ Williams arrived in Luan-
da, Anglola on Sept. 7th for a port visit, DefenceWeb reported 

on Sept. 9th. During the visit, Hershel “Woody” Williams will 
participate in a Women, Peace, and Security conference with 
Angolan government and military leaders to discuss oppor-
tunities for women leaders through peacekeeping capability 
building activities and exercises, the US Navy said.

Ghana hosts West African Police Information System (WAPIS) 
workshop
45 security professionals recently attended the WAPIS work-
shop in Accra to enhance law enforcement in the region, 
Ghana Times reported on Sept. 9th. The WAPIS system allows 
information to be shared more quickly and with a greater num-
ber of agencies, which will aid in stopping transnational crimes 
int he region, including smuggling, piracy and other maritime 
crimes. 

For further information and to see MAST Services in the region, 
please click here. 

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures:

2021:
Incidents reported: 39 (MDAT-GoG/Others)
Crew kidnapped: 46 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)

2020: 
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)

2019: 
Incidents reported: 111 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew kidnapped: 121 (IMB)
Vessels hijacked: 4 (IMB)

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
https://mast-nigeria.com/
https://mast-security.com/africa/
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Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

India leases Dornier aircraft to Mauritius
India’s High Commission to Maurtius handed over a Dornier 
aircraft on Monday 13th. The aircraft, supplied to assist Mauri-
tius’s maritime security efforts, is part of Vision SAGAR, part of 
India’s programme of security and growth in the region. 

INS Tabar Participates In Maritime Exercise With Sudanese 
Navy Ships In Red Sea
The Indian Navy’s INS Tabar has conducted the country’s first 
maritime partnership exercise with the Sudanese Navy in the 
Red Sea, Indian media reported on Sept. 12th. Joining Suda-
nese Navy ships Almazz and Nimer, the Tabar undertook a 
range of operations off the coast of Sudan on Sept. 10th. 

Iran’s Navy to Keep Presence in Oceans: Commander
Commander of the Iranian Navy Rear Admiral Shahram Irani 
unveiled plans to maintain the country’s naval presence in the 
international waters and broaden interaction with the world 
countries. The top commander on Friday met with the service-
men on board the Iranian Navy’s 75th flotilla of warships which 
has returned home after a mission that lasted 133 days, Tasnim 
News reported on Sept. 10th.

U.S. 5th Fleet Launches New Task Force to Integrate Un-
manned Systems
U.S. Naval Forces Central Command (NAVCENT) established 
a new task force, Sept. 9, to rapidly integrate unmanned sys-
tems and artificial intelligence with maritime operations in the 
5th Fleet area of operations. Task Force 59 is the first U.S. Navy 
task force of its kind. “The bottom line on why we’re doing this is 
so that we can develop and integrate unmanned systems and 

AI as a means to do two things,” said Vice Adm. Brad Cooper, 
commander of NAVCENT, U.S. 5th Fleet and Combined Mari-
time Forces. “One, enhance our maritime domain awareness, 
and two, increase deterrence.” AI is already used by several 
prviate intelligence companies to predict where maritime se-
curity issues may occur. 

HMCS Calgary returns home after a challenging yet success-
ful deployment
After a seven-month deployment, HMCS Calgary has returned 
to Canada. The Calgary was part of the Combined Maritime 
Forces CTF-150, and had a crucial role in a number of the Task 
Force’s drug smuggling interdictions. The ship was more suc-
cessful in the counter-terrorism mission than any other ship in 
the operation’s history, Canada’s Lookout newspaper reported 
on Sept. 8th. 

Malabar to continue in October
The second phase of the Malabar naval exercise is expected 
to take place from October 11th to 14th in the Bay of Bengal, 
according to regional media reports on Sept. 9th. The exercise 
will again feature naval assets from the US, Australia, Japan 
and India, although Australia and the UK are also expected to 
take part in a secondary exercise at the conclusion of Malabar 
itself. 

To see MAST’s services in the Indian Ocean Region, please 
click here.

Indian Ocean Region
The IMO has announced that Kenya is no longer part of the piracy red list, now that it has been 
removed from the High Risk Area (HRA). The move will save companies operating in the region a 
significant amount in insurance costs and potentially signal a new era for Kenyan ports. 

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
https://mast-security.com/indian-ocean/
https://mast-security.com/indian-ocean/
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Control of Somali territory (Jan 2021) Source: Wikimedia 
Commons

Analysis
On 8th February 2021, the Council of Presidential Candidates an-
nounced that they no longer recognise Mohamed as the President of 
Somalia since his constitutional term in office expired on 8th Febru-
ary without any agreement on the path toward elections to replace 
him. James Swan, the Special Representative and Head of the UN 
Assistance Mission in Somalia, confirmed that the electoral imple-
mentation tensions had been compounded by questions over the  
legitimacy of Mohamed’s mandate following the expiry of his con-
stitutional term in office, and that the growing political tensions 
threatened Somalia’s State-building progress and even security. He 
encouraged Somalia’s political leaders to “pull back from confronta-
tion and avoid risky winner-take-all tactics”. Over the past 6 weeks 
there have been numerous attacks against politicians, including for-
mer high ranking ministers and leaders, and attacks on journalists in 
Somalia. Specifically, Amnesty International has called on the Somali 
authorities to bring an end to the arbitrary arrest and persecution of 
journalists in Puntland.
Given the blatant disregard for the constitution by the current Presi-
dent, Somalia’s political future as a nation state remains uncertain. 
Indeed, regional fragmentation may once again be on the cards, and 
this can only be to the benefit of Al Shabaab terrorists as well as crimi-
nal organisations who may be interested at some point in  a return to 
piracy in the Indian Ocean.
Threat Assessment
There is a risk that complacency in some quarters has seen a reduc-
tion in PMSC presence in these waters that could result in a piracy 
success. A lack of adherence to BMP5 protocol, particularly not main-
taining a safe distance off the coast, has increased risks to shipping. 
Merchant vessels would be wise to maintain the same distance from 
the coast, particularly ensuring that the Socotra Gap isn’t taken. All 
vessels are advised to update risk assessments and register with 
UKMTO/MSCHOA prior to entering the Indian Ocean High Risk Area 
(HRA).

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

 Under control of Al Shabaab and allies
 Under control of neutral forces
 Under control of Government and allies
 Somaliland Government
 Territory disputed by Puntland and Somaliland

Somalia
Somali PM, Mohamed Roble, has told the United Nations that Somalia’s frequently delayed elec-
tions will proceed ‘as planned’. Roble confirmed this to UN diplomats visiting the country on Sept. 
12th, as the news of a fued between him and the country’s President over cabinet positions made 
headlines and sparked fresh concerns that the proposed elections will actually take place. 

Top US spy says Somalia represents greater terrorist threat 
than Afghanistan
CNN reported on Sept. 14th that Avril Haines, US Director of 
National Intelligence, had said that terror threats emanat-
ing from Somalia, Yemen, Syria and Iraq - in particular ISIS 
- pose a greater danger than those that might emerge from 
Afghanistan during a conference call on Monday, highlighting 
America’s ongoing concern at the spread of both ISIS and Al 
Shabaab in the country.

Deputy UN chief encourages progress on women’s political 
participation, and peaceful elections
The United Nations Deputy Secretary-General, Amina J. Mo-
hammed, visited Somalia on Sunday 12th, to express her 
solidarity with Somali women’s calls for full and equal partici-
pation in political life, and the support of the international com-
munity for timely, inclusive, peaceful and credible elections. In 
her various meetings in the capital, Mogadishu, Ms. Moham-
med highlighted the country’s parliamentary elections as an 
opportunity to build on the progress made in women’s political 
participation.

Puntland forces carry out operations ahead of Lower House 
elections
Puntland security forces have carried out a series of opera-
tions in Galdogob and Jariban districts ahead of the planned 
Lower House elections in the autonomous state. Although pri-
marily aimed at deterring any possible terrorist activities, the 

operations did include the disruption of a drug dealing net-
work, Puntland officials said on Sunday 12th. In recent weeks, 
Puntland has significantly increased security operations in the 
Mudug region of the country. 

AMISOM and Security Forces Establish Joint Operations Cen-
tres Across the Country
Shabelle Media reported on Sept. 8th that the Somali secu-
rity forces had undergone an extensive training course at Ba-
nadir Joint Operations Centre, as part of the preparation for 
the country’s elections. Members of the Somalia Police Force 
(SPF), the National Intelligence Agency (NISA) and the Somalia 
National Army (SNA), will receive training in forensic investiga-
tions and intelligence-led policing.

Al Shabaab say Kenyan played pivotal role in suicide attack
Al Shabaab has stated that a Kenyan played a key role in an un-
successful attack on the Amaara military base in August 2020. 
The statement from Al Shabaab named Abdirahman Zeynudin 
as the commander who led the attack which left a number of 
soldiers dead but failed to achieve its objective. The news has 
caused rumblings in the press, who are now asking pointed 
questions about the country’s counterterrorism strategy. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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Control of Yemen territory (September 2020)

Source:  Wikimedia Commons

Houthi 

Pro Hadi Government Forces

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP)
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Controlled by Southern Transitional Council

Yemen
Al Jazeera reported on Sept. 11th that the Yemen government blamed Houthi rebels for an ap-
parent missile and drone attack on the port of Al-Makha, which destroyed warehouses contain-
ing food aid supplies. While no casualties were reported, the ‘huge destruction’ at the port has 
affected aid agency storehouses and damaged port infrastructure. The port only reopened for 
business a month ago, Al Jazeera stated.  

15 injured in landmine explosion in Yemen’s Hodeidah
MENAFN reported on Tuesday 14th that at least 15 people had 
been injured in a landmine explosion in Hodeidah on Monday, 
according to a report from Xinhau. “An explosion of a landmine 
previously laid by the Houthi militia struck a vehicle with 15 
people on board including women and children in Hodeidah,” 
the local government source said on condition of anonymity.

Yemeni government forces again on the backfoot
Al Jazeera reported on Tuesday 14th that Houthi rebels had re-
taken the Rahabah district in the south of Marib on Sept. 8th, in 
heavy fighting. Thousands of civilians have been displaced by 
the fighting, Al Jazeera reported. Rahabah had been a bright 
spark for government forces in a year that has been punctu-
ated by military setbacks. However, the Houthi capture marks 
their latest reversal.

Anti-government riots caused fires in Yemen’s Mukalla as 
public services collapse
The New Arab reported on Monday 13th that riots had taken 
place in the city of Mukalla, as people protested against the in-
ternationally recognised government. It was claimed that fires 
were started by rioters, protesting against the deterioration of 
public services in the wake of a currency crash. Power cuts 
have been an increasing problem in the area, and tensions 
have been rising.

Saudi-led airstrikes kill 20 Houthis in Yemen’s Marib
Xinhau reported on Sunday 12th that airstrikes conducted by 
Saudi coalition forces had killed at least 20 Houthis in Yemen’s 
Marib province, a government military source said. ”The air-
strikes targeted the reinforcements on Saturday evening at the 
frontline of Rahabah district, destroying four pick-up vehicles 
and killing more than 20 people,” the source told Xinhua.

As conflict drags on, ‘no quick wins’ – UN envoy
The complexities of the years-long war in Yemen “multiply as 
the conflict drags on”, the country’s new UN envoy told the 
Security Council on Friday 10th, adding that he was “under no 
illusions about the difficulty of the task” at hand. “Enabling a 

resumption of a peaceful, inclusive, orderly and Yemeni-led 
political transition process that meets the legitimate demands 
and aspirations of the Yemeni people, as mandated by this 
Council, will not be easy. There are no quick wins”, Special En-
voy Hans Grundberg said in his inaugural briefing.

Saudi ambassador, UN Yemen envoy discuss peace efforts
Arab News reported on Sept. 9th that UN Special Envoy Hans 
Grundberg met to discuss the situation in Yemen with Saudi 
Arabia’s permanent representative to the UN, Abdullah Al-
Mouallimi on Thursday 9th. The pair discussed the latest de-
velopments in Yemen as well as ongoing international efforts 
to achieve peace in the country. 

$4.6 Million in Medical Supplies Distributed in Yemen
Baitulmaal, a Dallas-based international humanitarian relief 
agency, recently completed the distribution of $4.6 million 
worth of medical supplies to support the struggling health-
care system in Yemen. More than 50 hospitals serving a popu-
lation of roughly 985,356 Yemenis in areas such as Saada, Al 
Jawf and Hajjah received 200 pallets of medical supplies that 
include essential clinical, surgical, emergency, airway, ortho-
pedic, IV therapy and personal care kits.

Houthis Impose Restrictions on Goods from Gov’t-Run Areas
Asharq Al-Awsat reported on Sept. 9th that Houthis were trying 
to pressure traders into moving their businesses to Hodeidah 
by imposing levies and restrictions on items entering Houthi-
controlled territory. The move comes after Houthis having 
failed to block the entry of goods transited via the port of Aden 
to areas under their control and in an effort to boost funds col-
lected by the militia for its war effort, the media outlet reported. 

MAST recommends BMP measures be enforced and watches 
strengthened during transits in the region.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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South East Asia
The US Embassy in Thailand released a statement following the recent CARAT exercises: 
Demonstrating the strength of our partnership and our shared commitment to ensuring a free 
and open maritime security environment, the United States and the Kingdom of Thailand con-
ducted joint naval training during the 27th annual Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training 
(CARAT) exercise, which took place from September 6th-10th. In order to mitigate the risk of 
COVID-19, CARAT included virtual exercises and at-sea training in the Gulf of Thailand that mini-
mized direct contact between participating forces.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Philippines vows to ignore China maritime law, seeks US help
Philippines’ Defence Secretary, Delfin Lorenzana, has said that 
the country will ignore China’s recently amended maritiem 
law, Al Jazeera reported on Sept. 10th. “Our stand on that is we 
do not honour those laws by the Chinese within the West Phil-
ippine Sea because we consider that we have the sovereign 
right within this waters. So we will not recognise this law of the 
Chinese,” Lorenzana said.

US Coast Guard modernises fleet, expands presence in Indo-
Pacific to counter ‘bad actors in the region’
The South China Morning Post reported on Sept. 10th that 
the US Coast Guard is carrying out its largest shipbuilding 
programme since WWII, modernising its fleet and building 
up its presence in the Indo-Pacific. Admiral Linda Fagan, the 
vice-commandant of the US Coast Guard told the Indo-Pacific 
Maritime Security Exchange in Hawaii that, “Presence mat-
ters. Having ships on the sea matters. But having a regulatory 
regime, having the enforcement capacity and capability mat-
ters,” SCMP reported. 

Japanese Military Spots Chinese Sub Near Southern Islands
The Japanese Ministry of Defense detected a Chinese sub-
marine operating in the contiguous zone of Japan’s southern 
islands, they announced in a Sept. 12 press release, and the 
Japan Maritime Self Defense Force (JMSDF) air and naval units 
are maintaining surveillance on the submarine, USNI reported 
on Sept. 13th. 

MMEA detains two tankers for anchoring illegally off Johor
As part of their ongoing efforts to prevent illegal anchoring and 
ensure that vessels adhere to local laws, the MMEA in Johor 

has arrested two tankers for anchoring illegally in east Johor. 
The ships, registered in Vietnam and Liberia, were detained 
between the 7th and 12th of September and their captains told 
the MMEA that they were unaware that they had been in Ma-
laysian waters. 

What to Expect as China Sends Another Survey Ship Into a 
Disputed Asian Sea
A Chinese scientific research ship that set out last week to ex-
plore parts of the South China Sea will flex Beijing’s muscle in 
a six-way sovereignty dispute without getting other countries 
riled up enough to chase the vessel away, experts believe.   The 
Shiyan 6 set off from Guangdong province near Hong Kong 
toward the northern area of the South China Sea for “multi-
disciplinary scientific tasks,” the Chinese state-run CGTN news 
website reported. The Global Times, another Chinese news 
website, said the ship would “carry out an important scientific 
mission of multidisciplinary comprehensive observation,” VOA 
reported on Sept. 9th. 

2 Abu Sayyaf members surrender in Basilan
The Philippine News Agency reported on Sept. 9th that two 
members of the Abu Sayyaf Group had handed themselves 
into security forces on Sept. 8th. The two were involved in the 
Ipil, Zamboanga Sibugay attack in 1995, Sipadan kidnapping in 
2000, Lamitan siege in 2001, and other atrocities in Basilan, the 
agency reported. 

Smugglers fake ship identities to evade N. Korea sanctions
Reuters reported on Sept. 9th that smugglers attempting to 
dodge UN sanctions on North Korea are creating fraudulent 
identities for ships, according to a report from a NGO called 
C4ADS. The changes also include physical alterations to the 
ships. 

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/


 9

    Migrant crossings 2017-2021. Source:  UNHRC
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European Waters
BBC News reported on Sept. 10th that boats carrying migrants across the English Channel could 
be turned back from the UK, if personally approved by Home Secretary Priti Patel. The govern-
ment has authorised Border Force officials to use the new tactic - but only in limited circum-
stances. However France is strongly against the plan, saying it breaks maritime law and accusing 
the UK of blackmail. Government sources have confirmed to the BBC that a Border Force team 
has been training for months to begin the operation.

‘Pushback’ training footage and images emerge from 
Channel
Several media outlets carried images and videos of what is 
believed to be training being undertaken by UK Border Force 
personnel in the English Channel on Monday 13th. Men on 
jet skis were seen attempting to ‘nudge’ inflatables in videos. 
Human rights monitoring group, Channel Rescue, posted im-
ages of the training on social media. The Home Office did not 
deny the claims. 

Nearly 2,000 more migrants crossed the Channel last week 
in small boats
Metro reported on Sept. 13th that nearly 2,000 people 
crossed the English Channel last week, a new record for a 
seven-day period, the paper said. Good weather condi-
tions and calm seas may have prompted the large num-
bers, which again suggests a significant effort by organised 
criminal gangs to not only secure vessels but also deploy 
them without interference from law enforcement agencies in 
France. Some 14,400 people have made the crossing so far 
this year, Metro said. 

France rescues 126 migrants attempting Channel boat 
crossing to the UK
French authorities reported on Saturday 11th that several ves-
sels containing migrants had been interdicted in the English 
Channel. The first vessel, carring 43 persons, was rescued by 
a patrol boat after it ran into engine difficulties. Forty migrants 
were rescued in another operation and a response to a dis-
tress call saw a further 43 migrants rescued. 

Second suspected migrant dies during Channel crossing
The UK’s Daily Mail newspaper reporte don Sept. 12th that 
the body of a suspcted migrant had been recovered from 
the English Channel. Sussex Police said that the remains of a 
man had been recovered by the Coast Guard in the Channel 
on Saturday 11th and transported to Eastbourne as efforts to 
identify the man continued. The death is the second since 
August. 

Boat used to cross the Channel traced to shipyard near Rot-
terdam
Sky News reported on Sept. 10th that a boat used by 13 mi-
grants to cross the Channel had been traced back to a boat-
yard near Rotterdam. The owner of the boatyard told report-
ers that he had sold it to a couple in their 30s in June or July 
and were thought to be from Belgium. He was unaware of 
the use the boat had been put to, but was now in fear of his 
safety following the revelations. 

Italian coast guard rescues 125 people stranded on unin-
habited island
InfoMigrants reported on Sept. 9th that Italian authorities had 
rescued 125 people from a tiny, uninhabited island on Thurs-
day 9th. A group of 125 migrants, 20 of them minors, were 
“in a clear state of shock” when they were picked up by the 
Italian coast guard on Isola dei Conigli, close to Lampedusa 
island, early on Thursday morning, InfoMigrants said.

The current migrant smuggling situation

Only a slight increase to UNHCR figures for last week, with a fur-
ther 300 migrants recorded as crossing the Med. However, atten-
tion this week remains focused on the English Channel, where 
UK government policy risks running into legal challenges from 
NGO groups. Efforts to ‘pushback’ migrant boats in the Channel 
have been widely criticised by humanitarian groups and it is likely 
that they will be challenged in court. However, with such large 
numbers of people crossing the extremely busy and dangerous 
Channel, it is clear that more needs to be done by the govern-
ments of the UK and France to find a better solution to the prob-
lem, particularly in France, where the migrants depart.

Libya arrests suspected people smugglers
The Associated Press reported on Sept. 13th that authorities in 
Libya had returned some 53 Egyptian migrants and arrested two 
men believed to be people smugglers in an operation in Tripoli. 
One of the suspects is a Somali accused of torturing and murder-
ing migrants, as well as extorting ransoms from victim’s families. 
Both suspects are being held in custody while investigations con-
tinue. 

Indian and Egyptian navies conduct exercise
DefenceWeb reported on Sept. 10th that the Indian and Egyp-
tian navies had conducted joint maritime exercises in the Medi-
terranean on Sept. 5th. According to the Indian Navy, the drills 
involved multiple activities covering a wide range of naval opera-
tions. These included drills for transit through asymmetric threat 
environment, operations for interdicting suspect vessels at sea, 
communication procedures, joint development of maritime do-
main picture and replenishment at sea drills, DefenceWeb re-
ported. 

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
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Control of Northern Libyan territory (June  2020)

Source: Wikimedia Commons

Controlled by the Tobruk led government

Controlled by the Government of National Accord
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Libya
With just over 100 days until landmark elections in Libya, political leaders must join forces to 
ensure the vote is free, fair and inclusive, the UN envoy for the country told the Security Council 
on Friday 10th. Ján Kubiš, Special Representative of the Secretary-General and Head of the UN 
Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL) briefed ambassadors on developments ahead of presidential 
and parliamentary elections due to take place on 24th December. 

Libya, Malta sign agreement on medical cooperation
China’s CTGN news agency reported on Sept. 13th that Malta 
and Libya had signed an agreement on medical cooperation. 
The agreement includes training medical and paramedical 
personnel and treating Libyan patients in Maltese hospitals, 
the Ministry said in a statement. Both sides will also cooper-
ate in managing Libyan hospitals and a number of Maltese 
medical experts will be sent to major Libyan cities to perform 
complex surgeries, as Libya attempts to rebuild after years of 
fighting. 

Power struggle over oil threatens Libya’s fragile transition 
process
Al Monitor reported on Sept. 10th that the political spat over 
the NOC in Libya continues to rumble on, threatening the 
country’s economic recovery. The media outlet reported that 
National Oil Corporation (NOC) chairman Mustafa Sanallah, 
accused Oil and Gas Minister Mohammed Aoun of seeking to 
destabilize the NOC. On Sept. 8th, protestors blocked tankers 
at the terminals of Sidra and Ras Lanuf from loading crude. 
Another group has threatened to close the Sharara oil field 
unless Sanallah is dismissed. On Monday 13th, S&P Global re-
ported that crude loading at Ed Sider terminal had been sus-
pended following further protests. 

Libya reconstruction will cost $111bn, says Minister
The price tag for rebuilding Libya could be more than $110 bil-
lion, according to Salama Al-Ghwail, the Minister for Economic 
Affairs, Arab News reported on Sept. 9th. The main sources 
of funding will be the Libyan government and development 
partners from international institutions, as well as the private 
sector, he said during an interview with Asharq.

Libyan parliament speaker says election plan approved
Reuters reported on Sept. 9th that Libya’s Eastern-based par-
tliament had signed a law allowing the country’s presidential 
election to take place on December 24th, despite a different 
state body rejecting it and stating that the legislation was 
‘flawed’. The HCS, the equivalent of Libya’s senate based in 
Tripoli, decried Saleh’s “unilateral” decision and accused him 

of trying to ‘grab powers he does not have’, the New Arab also 
reported. 

Haftar builds up his team with US advisers
Middle East Eye reported on Sept. 9th that Khalifa Haftar has 
hired a former Republican congressman and a former aide 
to President Clinton in his efforts to build up political support 
ahead of the Libyan elections later this year. It has long been 
suspected that Haftar would try to run for president, but this 
is the clearest signal yet. According to the US Justice Dept., 
the two men have secured six-month contracts worth almost 
$1 million and will see Haftar visit Washington and meet with 
officials from President Biden’s administration. Defense de-
partment spokesperson Cindi King told Middle East Eye in an 
email, however, that the Pentagon has “no plans for hosting 
Khalifa Haftar”.

Flights between Malta and Libya to resume
In a further sign of normalisation, flights between Libya and 
Malta are set to resume, after the two countries signed a deal 
on Friday 10th, Malta Today reported. There are hopes that this 
will also lead to the reopening of Malta’s embassy to Libya in 
Tripoli. 

Germany reopens embassy in Libya
On Thursday 9th, Germany formally announced the reopening 
of its embassy in Tripoli. “In the presence of German Foreign 
Minister Heiko Maas, accompanied by German Ambassador 
Michael Ohnmacht, the Undersecretary of the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs for Political Affairs Mohamed Khalil, and a number 
of Libyan officials, the headquarters of the German Embassy 
in Tripoli was reopened today,” said the German Embassy in 
Tripoli, CTGN reported. 

To read MAST’s Libyan Country report on MASTOPEDIA, 
please click here.
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Hijack

Kidnap

Approach/Attack

Suspicious Activity

Theft

Central and South America 
Nothing significant to report.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Standing advice: 
The repercussions of a vessel being caught acting as a mule 
with drugs stowed will depend on the type, amount and na-
tional laws, but may be disruptive and costly. When and if 
operating in these areas, especially Columbia and Peru, it is 
advised that: 
• Potential stowage areas such as rudder shafts are denied as 
far as possible, and/or routinely searched. 
• Access points are closely monitored by a vigilant watch for 
the duration of the vessel’s call at port. 
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Note: The forecasts are correct as of the day before publication. For latest updates please follow the provided links. 
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Western North Pacific Ocean and South China Sea

Severe Weather Warnings 
Warnings detailed on this page are from the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) and are 
issued by respective Regional Specialised Metrological Centres, Tropical Cyclone Centres or Na-
tional Meteorological Services. For further information on severe weather warnings please click 
here.   
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