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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on:

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect 
the safety of commercial and private vessels and personnel 
ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil conflict 
are directly impacting on maritime operations; and

• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and 
other related criminal activity.
 
MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, 
accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is entrenched 
and committed in continuing to support
and promote the awareness of the very real risks that
seafarers and other stakeholders face.
 
This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of
MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence
specialises in providing clients with a suite of products and 
services, including; political and economic risk analysis, de-
tailed port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, 
threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management.
 
Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts,
MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertain-
ing to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter  to keep abreast 
with these insightful weekly reports and more —  
including real time security updates.

Editor: David Rider
www.mast-security.com
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Issue 303 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the fragile and conflict 
affected coastal states Libya, Somalia and Yemen. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, 
incidents affecting maritime security and influencing maritime news are also report-
ed and analysed, focusing on the keys theatres of maritime instability.  

https://twitter.com/MAST_Security
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2987168?trk=tyah
https://www.facebook.com/Maritime-Asset-Security-and-Training-Ltd-MAST-362993160565911/timeline/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2987168?trk=tyah
https://twitter.com/MAST_Security
http://www.mast-security.com/
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Gulf of Guinea
Ghana’s navy has foiled an attack on a fishing vessel in the Gulf of Guinea, a statement from the 
armed forces said. It took place about 170km (105 miles) from the Ghanaian coast where pirates in 
two speedboats attempted to board a tuna fishing boat. The navy patrol successfully intervened 
and there were no casualties, the authorities said. In the statement, the armed forces also said 
that the navy had decided to deploy armed personnel on fishing vessels that operate off its coast 
in an effort to curb piracy, BBC News reported on Oct. 14th.

Incidents: 
1. Suspicious tug reported at 0930 UTC in position 01:50N - 
001:11E, around 240nm South of Tema, Ghana. Mariners are ad-
vised to exercise caution when transiting this area. Reported 
(MDAT) 19th Oct.
2. Fishing vessel approached by 2 skiffs with unknown num-
ber of POB, at 0200 UTC in position 04:20N - 001:10E, around 
106nm SE of Accra, Ghana. Ghanaian Navy intervened result-
ing in the unsuccessful approach. FV and the crew reported 
safe. Reported (MDAT) 11th Oct.

Japanese government earmarks $260,000 to combat piracy
The UN Development Programme (UNDP) Team Lead on 
Governance, Peace and Security, Mr Matthew Alao, has said 
that Japan has set aside funds to assist with the fight against 
maritime crime in the Gulf of Guinea, The Guardian Nigeria re-
ported on Oct. 18th. Some $98,000 will be used to improve 
maritime security training in the region. 

Nigerian navy seizes 32.9 kg cocaine from vessel
The Nigerian Navy announed on Oct. 14th that it had seized 
some 32.9kg of cocaine and arrested 22 suspects on board a 
Thai bulk carrier off Lagos. “Upon entering Nigerian waters, 
the vessel was intercepted by Nigerian Navy ship Ekulu, and 
escorted to NPA’s port where she was directed to berth on Oc-
tober 9th and taken into custody by the navy,” the Navy said 
in a statement. However, the drugs may be another part of 
a smuggled consignment which was found by authorities in 
September in Brazil. The owners, Precious Shipping, have re-
leased a statement which lays out additional detail. Nigerian 
media stated that the UK’s Border Force had provided addi-
tional intelligence to aid with their operation.

39 pirate attacks recorded between Jan-Oct – Ghana Navy
Ghana’s Navy has revealed that the country recorded 39 pirate 

attacks between January and October 2021; MAST has record-
ed 43 officially reported incidents in the entire region for 2021, 
using data from official sources such as MDAT-GoG. The switch 
from attacking oil tankers to kidnapping crew has meant that 
pirates have a far larger pool of potential targets in the region, 
the navy said. 

Nigeria’s oil sector looks to a hopeful future
After issues with Covid restrictions and OPEC cuts, the Nige-
rian government has announced that it expects the country to 
produce 1.88 million barrels per day of crude oil in 2022, as-
suming a benchmark price of $57 per barrel, The Tide reported 
on Oct. 15th. The Nigerian economy contracted 1.92 percent in 
2020, after a growth of 2.92 percent in 2019.

For further information and to see MAST Services in the region, 
please click here. 

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures:

2021:
Incidents reported: 43 (MDAT-GoG/Others)
Crew kidnapped: 46 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)

2020: 
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)

2019: 
Incidents reported: 111 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew kidnapped: 121 (IMB)
Vessels hijacked: 4 (IMB)

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
https://mast-nigeria.com/
https://mast-security.com/africa/
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Incidents: 
1, Underway MV reported approached by one small craft at 
0745 UTC in position 12:43N - 043:16E, approx 13nm SW of 
Mocha, Yemen (Bab el Mandeb Strait). Master reports 6 POB, 
ladders sighted and craft approached in aggressive manner. 
Embarked AST displayed weapons resulting the small craft 
leaving the vicinity. Vessel and crew Safe. Reported (UKMTO) 
19th Oct.

Iran Navy Foils Pirate Attack on Iranian Tanker in Gulf of Aden
Iran’s Tasnim News reported on Oct. 17th that Iranian naval 
forces prevented pirates from attacking one of the country’s oil 
tankers in the Gulf of Aden. Iranian Navy Rear Admiral Shahram 
Irani said in an interview that the pirates, aboard five speed-
boats, attacked the Iranian oil vessel early Saturday to hijack 
it but they were forced to escape following a heavy exchange 
of fire with the Navy’s 78th flotilla of warships. “The 78th naval 
fleet of the Islamic Republic of Iran, consisting of the Alborz 
destroyer, was attacked by five pirate boats this morning while 
escorting two Iranian tankers,” the commander said. The inci-
dent has not been reported by official agencies or confirmed 
by independent bodies.

Mozambique Islamists linked to narcotics trade
An official in Mozambique’s gas-rich northern province of Cabo 
Delgado has linked Islamic militants operating there to drug 
trafficking following reported seizure of narcotics in their for-
mer bases. Government forces recently seized 250kg of nar-
cotics, including 28kg of heroin and 24kg of cocaine, in areas 
previously controlled by the militants, BBC News reported.

Navy commanders to hold five-day conclave to review mari-
time security
Senior staff in the Indian Navy will conduct what media is call-
ing a comprehensive review of the country’s maritime secu-
rity measures this week. The Chief of Defence Staff, Gen. Bipin 
Rawat, will meet with senior leaders to discuss the country’s 
maritime security, particularly as China continues to make its 
presence felt in the region. 

Eyes on Navy as Kenya takes tough stance on Somalia
The Nation newspaper reported on Oct. 15th that all eyes 
are now on Kenya’s Navy, as the country’s president decides 
whether to ignore last week’s decision on its maritime border 
with Somalia. The navy currently patrols the disputed area and 
there are concerns that a sudden withdrawal could be seen by 
pirates as an opportunity to target shipping or make Mombasa 
and Lamu ports more vulnerable and less attractive to foreign 
ships. 

Malabar drills end in Bay of Bengal
The second phase of the annual Malabar naval exercise, which 
include the ‘Quad’ nations, ended last week. To conclude the 
event, Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Mike Gilday, the U.S. 
Navy’s top commander, hosted 12 senior Indian Navy officers 
aboard the USS Carl Vinson aircraft carrier. The Malabar ex-
ercise were initially bilateral drills held between the U.S. and 
Indian navies. Japan joined the framework in 2015, and Aus-
tralia rejoined last year. The drills are seen as a way to improve 
interopability at sea among the four navies.

To see MAST’s services in the Indian Ocean Region, please 
click here.

Indian Ocean Region
SADC troops will remain in Mozambique indefinitely, in order to continue to ensure security for 
the country, regional media reported on Oct. 15th. The SADC had originally extended the mission 
last week by 90 days, but Mpho Molomo, head of the Southern African Development Commu-
nity’s mission in Mozambique said that despite the recent military gains, southern African troops 
will remain for an “undetermined period until the situation on the ground is under control.”

MAST Note: This chart will be replaced as soon as Admiralty UK releases the updated version.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
https://mast-security.com/indian-ocean/
https://mast-security.com/indian-ocean/
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Control of Somali territory (Jan 2021) Source: Wikimedia 
Commons

Threat Assessment
There is a risk that complacency in some quarters has seen a reduc-
tion in PMSC presence in these waters that could result in a piracy 
success. A lack of adherence to BMP5 protocol, particularly not main-
taining a safe distance off the coast, has increased risks to shipping. 
Merchant vessels would be wise to maintain the same distance from 
the coast, particularly ensuring that the Socotra Gap isn’t taken. All 
vessels are advised to update risk assessments and register with 
UKMTO/MSCHOA prior to entering the Indian Ocean High Risk Area 
(HRA).
Analysis
The ongoing political spat between the Somali president and prime 
mininster once again threatens the country’s election process. The 
stalled elections are widely seen as a crucial step to a more stable 
Somalia, but have been seized upon by terror group, Al Shabaab, as 
an opportunity to strengthen its hold on parts of the country. In South-
west state, the group appears to operate with little resistance locally, 
installing its own governors in areas occupied by both AMISOM and 
SNA forces. 
In Galmudug state, the previously moderate Ahlu Sunna militia 
(ASWJ) has reportedly taken control of Guri’el town, with the backing 
of local clan elders, and are demanding a share of political power in a 
new headache for the country’s administration. Previously, the group 
had been influential in forcing Al Shabaab fighters out of major areas 
of Galmudug, so maintaining good political relations with the group 
is key for Somalia as it struggles to control Al Shabaab in the country. 
Hopes that the country could unite behind the elections continue to 
fade, and it may take much greater international pressure to resolve 
the current political deadlock in the country. 

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

 Under control of Al Shabaab and allies
 Under control of neutral forces
 Under control of Government and allies
 Somaliland Government
 Territory disputed by Puntland and Somaliland

Somalia
Xinhau reported on Oct. 16th that two people had died and several others were wounded, fol-
lowing a IED attack on a restaurant in the town of Baledweyne, close to a local police station. The 
attack took place as two senior government officials were believed to be visiting the restaurant, 
Xinhau reported.

Lower House polls to be held soon
Somalia’s PM, Mohamed Roble, has said that the country will 
begin Lower House elections “soonest”, according to a report 
by Garowe Online on Oct. 19th. Roble, who is in charge of the 
process, said: “I was tasked with the mandate and my legacy 
squarely lies on what I am able to do in the coming weeks. My 
intention is to have elections within the stipulated time so that 
I can confidently leave the government in peace.”

Al Shabaab commander surrenders
Garowe Online reported on Oct. 17th that Mohamed Kulow Ali, 
a senior Al Shabaab commander in Bakool region, had sur-
rendered to the Somali National Army. He was reportedly in 
charge of the group’s operations in the southern region and 
surrendered at an army base in Wajid town.

Uganda to Deploy 160 Police Officers
The East Afrcan reported on Oct. 14th that Uganda plans to 
deploy another 160 police officers to Somalia to assist with 
peacekeeping operations in December. Officers have under-
taken a six-month training course to prepare them for their 
duties, and will be deployed as part of ongoing AMISOM 
operations. “In Somalia, the officers will provide public order 
management, protection of African Union (AU) personnel and 
facilities within means and capabilities, and support police op-
erations that require a formed response,” a spokesperson said.

Somalia Marks Anniversary of Deadliest Terror Attack
On October 14, 2017, a truck bomb exploded at a busy intersec-
tion in Mogadishu, killing 587 people and almost 1,000 more. 
Four years later, the scars of the attack are still seen and felt in 
the Somali capital. Today, the intersection is known as the Oc-
tober 14 junction, and a monument marks the spot where the 
bomb blew apart buildings and ended so many lives. A state-
ment on Thursday 14th from the president’s office appealed to 
citizens to support efforts by security agencies to help eradi-
cate terrorist activities, VOA reported.

Solve your differences quickly, US tells Somalia’s leaders
Garowe Online reported on Oct. 14th that the US has again 
pressed Somalia’s leaders to solve their problems and move 
ahead with planned elections in the country. US Assistant Sec-
retary of State of African Affairs, Mary Catherine Phee, spoke 
with Somalia’s Foreign Affairs Minister, Abdirizak Mohamed, 
where she stressed that Somalia must complete elections this 
year. 

CDC to Invest U.S.$320 Million Into Berbera Port Infrastruc-
ture
DP World and the UK’s CDC are planning an investment of 
$1.7 billion in Africa’s infrastructure, with the port of Berbera 
reportedly in line for a $320 million overhaul, Dalsan Radio in 
Mogadishu reported on Oct. 13th. ”We have a common vision 
with DP World, which is to invest in as many ports across the 
continent as possible,” CDC CEO Tenbite Ermias told Reuters.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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Control of Yemen territory (September 2020)

Source:  Wikimedia Commons
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Controlled by Southern Transitional Council

Yemen
Al Jazeera reported on Oct. 17th that fighting in Marib region had led to the deaths of at least 160 
Houthi rebels, according to a statement from the Saudi-led coalition. A series of 32 air strikes in 
Abdiya over a 24-hour period had killed 160 fighters and destroyed 11 military vehicles, the Saudi 
Press Agency said. The coalition further said that since last Monday, over 700 Houthi rebels had 
been killed in the area.

KSrelief rolling out Yemen water, sanitation program
Arab News reported on Oct. 19th that despite the ongoing 
conflict, the KSRelief programme was carrying out water and 
environmental sanitation projects, including one in Hodeidah 
governate. From Sept. 30 to Oct. 6, KSrelief provided 301,000 
liters of drinking water and 287,000 liters of non-potable water, 
they reported. 

Yemeni government takes new measures to curb devalua-
tion of riyal
Yemen’s Central Bank has clamped down on currency traders 
in the country, as it tries to prevent further devaluation of the 
local currency. Six exchange firms and shops have been shut 
down for failing to adhere to the bank’s anti-speculation meas-
ures, Arab News reported on Oct. 19th. Black market currency 
trading has been an ongoing issue in the country. 

Yemen: Dialogue and compromise ‘only way forward’
A comprehensive negotiated political settlement is needed 
to end the violence in Yemen “once and for all”, UN Special 
Envoy Hans Grundberg told the Security Council on Thursday 
14th. “Yemenis, without exception, stressed the necessity to 
end the war”, he said, highlighting the urgent need to stabi-
lize the economy, improve basic services and facilitate free 
movement both inside the country and across its borders. The 
UN official upheld that Yemenis also acknowledged that their 
country cannot be effectively ruled by one group alone and 
that “a durable peace will require pluralism”.

Iran Urges Political Settlement of Yemen Crisis
A senior adviser to the Iranian foreign minister for special po-
litical affairs stressed that the crisis in Yemen needs to be re-
solved politically and without any foreign interference. Ali As-
ghar Khaji held a meeting with Yemen’s ambassador to Tehran, 
Ibrahim Mohammed al-Dailami, on Sunday. The two diplomats 
talked about the latest developments in Yemen and the politi-
cal and international developments relating to the crisis in the 
Arab country, Iran’s Tasnim News reported on Oct. 17th.

Yemen faces a new war in the oil-rich south
Middle East Eye hightlighted concerns of a new front opening 
up in Yemen on Oct. 15th. In an opinion article, Fernando Carva-
jal discussed the current threat of conflict in Yemen’s Shabwah 
province, as the STC and al-Islah Party becomes more appar-
ent. The withdrawal and redeployment of pro-government 
troops into central Shabwah, which has several oil fields and 
the country’s sole liquified natural gas (LNG) terminal, to coun-
ter Houthi pressure is seen by the Southern Transitional Coun-
cil (STC) and its allies as an escalation in violation of the Riyadh 
Agreement, renegotiated in December 2020, he wrote.

Yemen’s humanitarian crisis growing as economy collapses: 
UN
In remarks to the UN Security Council on Thursday 14th, As-
sistant Secretary-General Ramesh Rajasingham has warned 
that Yemen’s economy is collapsing, its humanitarian crisis is 
worsening, and the conflict in the Arab world’s poorest nation 
is growing more violent, Al Jazeera reported. Aid agencies are 
again beginning to run out of money, he further stated, while 
they continue to help some 13 million people in Yemen.

Russia supports inter-Yemeni talks under UN auspices, UN 
envoy says
Russia’s TASS media outlet reported on Oct. 14th that Russia: 
“intends to assist Yemen’s authorities and Houthis in finding 
compromise and supports the launch of talks under the UN 
auspices,” quoting Russia’s First Deputy Permanent Repre-
sentative of Russia to the UN Россия Dmitry Polyanskiy at the 
UN.

MAST recommends BMP measures be enforced and watches 
strengthened during transits in the region.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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South East Asia
Russia and China have begun joint naval drills in the Sea of Japan, scheduled to run between 
Oct. 14th to 17th. The exercises, called Joint Sea 2021, will invole joint anti-air and anti-submarine 
operations, as well as surface drills. Joint Sea 2021 will mark the first time that the Chinese mili-
tary has sent anti-submarine warfare aircraft and heavy destroyers for exercises abroad, National 
Interest reported.

Incidents: 
1. Underway bulk carrier boarded by five unauthorised per-
sons. Duty crew noticed the intruders and closed all doors 
and reported to the bridge at 1445 UTC in position 01:17.02N 
– 104:13.85E, Singapore Straits. Alarm was raised and crew 
mustered, resulting in all intruders escaping without stealing 
anything. Incident was reported to the port authorities and 
MMEA through local agent. MMEA responded and intercepted 
the ship to provide assistance. The ship was then escorted and 
instructed to anchor to allow MMEA to board and investigate. 
Reported (IMB) 15th Oct.
2. Alert crew onboard a tanker underway noticed three unau-
thorised persons onboard at 1552 UTC in position 01:15.10N 
– 104:03.65E, Singapore Straits. Alarm raised, resulting in the 
persons escaping without stealing anything. Incident reported 
Singapore VTIS. Reported (IMB) 14th Oct.

MMEA arrests Port Klang registered oil tanker with diesel 
cargo onboard
The MMEA has arrested a Port Klang-registered tanker car-
rying a cargo of diesel around 8.3 nautical miles from Kuala 
Kemaman, regional media reported on Oct. 19th. The MMEA 
investigation found no paperwork or legal documents pertain-
ing to the cargo and the crew has been arrested while investi-
gations continue.

Australian police make record $104m heroin seizure
Australian police have announced the seizure of the largest 
heroin shipment ever recorded in the country, worth around 
A$140 million (£76m; $104m). Authorities said the shipment, 
which weighed 450kg, included 1,290 packages of heroin with 
unique red branding. The seizure was made at the Port of Mel-
bourne - Australia’s largest port - on September 29th. Offices 
said they arrested a Malaysian man after the huge haul was 

discovered in a container of ceramic tiles, BBC News reported 
on Oct. 17th.

Collaboration needed to manage challenges in South China 
Sea
Mahendra Siregar, Indonesia’s Deputy Foreign Minister, has 
stressed the need for cooperation and collaboration in the the 
region in order to manages the challenges posed by the South 
China Sea. “It is important for participating parties to cooperate 
and collaborate in discussing and managing challenges in the 
South China Sea,” he said while opening the 30th South China 
Sea virtual workshop on Thursday 14th, Antara reported.

ReCAAP ISC 3rd Quarter Report 2021
ReCAAP reports that a total of 55 incidents of armed robbery 
against ships (comprising 52 actual incidents and three at-
tempted incidents) were reported in Asia during January-Sep-
tember 2021. This accounts for a 27% decrease, compared to 
75 incidents (comprising 73 actual incidents and two attempt-
ed incidents) reported during the same period in 2020. All 
the incidents reported during January-September 2021 were 
armed robbery against ships. No piracy incident was reported.  

Abu Sayyaf member involved in Samal Island kidnapping ar-
rested
A man wanted in connection with the kidnap and murder of 
two Canadian hostages in 2016 has been arrested by a joint 
police-military operation in Zamboanga, Philippines. The ar-
rested suspect was identified as Adzrimar Sali Ammat, known 
with for aliases as “Adz”, “Abu Omar” and “Guru Adin”, 30, a na-
tive of Tabu Batu, Maimbung town, Sulu.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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    Migrant crossings 2017-2021. Source:  UNHRC
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European Waters
 An Italian court has given a ship’s captain a one-year jail sentence because he returned migrants 
to Libya after rescuing them in the Mediterranean. The skipper of the Italian-flagged Asso 28 
was convicted of violating international law, which forbids sending anyone to a place where their 
human rights are at risk. The verdict is at odds with the policy of Italy’s government and the Euro-
pean Union, BBC News reported on Oct. 15th.

France rescues 213 migrants from Channel
French authorities said on Oct. 19th that 213 migrants had 
been rescued off the coast of France and returned to the 
country, The National reported. After “many” boats were re-
ported in distress overnight, rescue operations continued 
into the day on Monday, the prefecture for the Channel and 
North Sea said. One French Navy patrol vessel rescued 82 
migrants in four separate operations at sea, they added. 
French prefect, Philippe Dutrieux, said about 15,400 migrants 
attempted the crossing between January 1st and August 31st 
this year, 3,500 of whom were rescued “in difficulty” before 
being taken to France.

Moroccan Royal Navy Assists 310 Irregular Migrants in Res-
cue Operations
Over 300 migrants were reportedly rescued by the Royal 
Navy of Morocco over the weekend, according to Morocco 
World News on Oct. 18th. Working with coastal radar stations 
and surveillance teams, the Navy located a series of make-
shift vessels and inflatables, and took the migrants to various 
Moroccan ports for medical checks and processing. 

Dozens of migrants feared dead, hundreds rescued in Med-
iterranean and Atlantic
InfoMigrants reported on Oct. 18th that over a four-day pe-
riod, 14 migrants had been confirmed to have drowned and 
another 47 were missing in four separate incidents in the 
Mediterranean and Atlantic. 230 were rescued off the Balear-
ic Islands, it added. 

‘Seabird’ plane to help rescue migrants in Mediterranean
German NGO, Sea Watch International, has launched a twin-
engine plane to assit with migrant surveillance in the Medi-
terranean, The National reported on Oct. 18th. Seabird’s crew 
witnessed two cases of migrants being illegally pushed back 
by the controversial but EU-funded Libyan coastguard dur-
ing its flight on Sunday, the paper reported. 

Dozens of migrants land on beach in Kent
The UK’s Daily Mail reported on Oct. 16th that some 60 mi-
grants had arrived on beaches in Kent, after being resued 
by the RNLI in the English Channel. The police were waiting 
for them to disembark, and detained the migrants as they 
arrived ashore. 

Channel migration: Border boat staff don’t need immunity 
from prosecution, says union
Border force staff do not need immunity from prosecution 
if a refugee crossing the Channel dies, their union has said. 
Home Secretary Priti Patel is reported to be considering 
such a move to give legal protection to staff ordered to “push 
back” migrant boats. But the ISU union said seafaring staff 
already complied with international laws on the protection of 
life. They acted ethically because it was the right thing to do 
- not out of fear of prosecution, the union added, BBC News 
reported on Oct. 15th.

The current migrant smuggling situation

While the UK media has been discussing plans by the UK Home 
Office to provide Border Force staff with immunity from pros-
ecution during ‘push back’ operations in the English Channel, 
crossing numbers for the week remain relatively low compared 
to September. Sadly, deaths in the Mediterranean continue, with 
a number of fatalities reported on crossing routes over the last 
week. It would seem logical to expect this situation to persist untl 
sea states begin to worsen. Whether that will deter people smug-
gling gangs remains to be seen, however. 

Four migrants dead, 13 rescued off Algeria
AFP reported on Oct. 18th that the Algerian Coast Guard had re-
covered the bodies of four migrants at sea and rescued 13 others 
after their boat capsized in the Mediterranean. “Algerian coast-
guards and a rescue helicopter… saved 13 illegal migrants and 
recovered the bodies of four other migrants who drowned after 
their boat capsized 16 nautical miles north” of the capital Algiers, 
the ministry said in a statement.

Another 50 migrants rescued off Libyan coast in past two days
Arab News reported on Oct. 18th that the Sea Watch 3 vessel had 
rescued 50 migrants off the coast of Libya on Sunday 17th and 
Monday 18th. The vessel now holds some 400 migrants who were 
hoping to reach the island of Lamedusa. On Monday, three ves-
sels with 52 Tunisians onboard reportedly landed, while another 
140 migrants reached Lampedusa on Sunday night. The pressure 
on the island and its rescue services and humanitarian aid cen-
tres is clearly increasing, as more migrants attempt to cross the 
Mediterranean while weather conditions allow.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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Control of Northern Libyan territory (June  2020)

Source: Wikimedia Commons

Controlled by the Tobruk led government

Controlled by the Government of National Accord

Controlled by ISIS

Controlled by local forces

Controlled by Tuareg forces
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Libya
The Libya Observer reported on Oct. 16th that UN inspectors had completed an examination of 
a small plane suspected of violating the UN arms embargo. Reports in the Libyan media had 
suggested that the aircraft had been suspected of smuggling weapons in to the country, Libya 
Observer said, citing a report by Associated Press. The examination took place in Cyprus, accord-
ing to the report. 

Libyan oil output has risen to 1.3 million bpd
In promising news for the economy, Libya’s oil output has ris-
en to some 1.3 million barrels per day, according to Libyan TV 
channel, 218 news. The increase of some 100,000 bpd is due 
to improved security and ongoing repairs to infrastructure in 
the country. The figure has yet to be confirmed by the govern-
ment, according to a report. 

3 million Sinopharm doses arrive in Libya
Three million doses of Chinese Covid vaccine, Sinopharm, 
have arrived in Libya, the country’s head of the National Center 
for Disease Control (NCDC/CDC) Hayder Al-Sayeh announced 
on Oct. 18th. The total number of doses in the country has now 
hit over 7 million, he said. However, he also warned that the 
country could see a fourth wave of Covid infections at the be-
ginning of next year, highlighting the urgent need to vaccinate 
the population. 

African Union says mercenaries’ presence in Libya threatens 
neighbor states
The Chairman of the African Union’s (AU) Commission, Mous-
sa Faki, said the continued presence of foreign mercenaries 
in Libya threatens its territory and its neighboring states, the 
Libya Observer reported on Oct. 17th. There is growing con-
cern within the AU that they could pose a security threat.

Security raid in Tripoli frees kidnapped migrants
The Libya Observer reported on Oct. 17th that a ‘large group’ of 
migrants had been rescued from a group of kidnappers by the 
444th Brigade of the Libyan Army on Saturday 16th. A special 
force from the 444 Brigade raided a criminal gang den during 
a sweep operation south of Tripoli and found a large group of 
African migrants detained in the place, the 444 Brigade stated.

Libya’s NOC says improved security leads to resumption of 
Tatneft’s exploration drilling 
S&P Global reported on Oct. 15th that Russia’s Tatneft had re-
sumed its upstream operations in Libya, according to Libya’s 
National Oil Company. An improvement in overall security has 
allowed the operations to restart, after a series of closures 

over the last decade due to instability. “What Tatneft is doing 
today by resuming its exploration programs is a clear indica-
tion of the improvement in security conditions and that Libya 
has once again returned to the ranks of targeted countries for 
investment in the oil and gas sector,” NOC Chairman Mustafa 
Sanalla said in a statement.

Martyrs’ families call for continuing lawsuits against Haftar’s 
militia
While Khalifa Haftar continues to harbour political ambitions, 
the Association of the Families of the Martyrs of the Burkan 
of Al-Ghadab in Libya (AFMBA) has called for continued legal 
pressure on him to answer a number of lawsuits filed against 
him in the US. The association’s president said in a video: “I ap-
peal to you to hurry up and not hesitate to submit notifications 
to the judicial and executive authorities, asking them to initiate 
a public lawsuit and follow up on your complaints.”

Libya’s Internal Security Service reveals capture of IS mem-
ber involved in Corinthia hotel terror attack
The Libya Herald reported on Oct. 15th that the country’s In-
ternal Security Service had captured a Tunisian national and 
member of Islamic State. Omar Bashir Omar Izadeen is sus-
pected of being involved in the 2015 Corinthia hotel terror at-
tack. Izadeen admitted he was responsible for infiltrating the 
Libyan-Tunisian border smuggling IS members in both direc-
tions. This included the smuggling of Idris Abdalgader Al-Am-
rousi who he said was the person responsible for the Corinthia 
Hotel terror attack, the paper reported.

To read MAST’s Libyan Country report on MASTOPEDIA, 
please click here.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
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Central and South America 
Nothing significant to report.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Standing advice: 
The repercussions of a vessel being caught acting as a mule 
with drugs stowed will depend on the type, amount and na-
tional laws, but may be disruptive and costly. When and if 
operating in these areas, especially Columbia and Peru, it is 
advised that: 
• Potential stowage areas such as rudder shafts are denied as 
far as possible, and/or routinely searched. 
• Access points are closely monitored by a vigilant watch for 
the duration of the vessel’s call at port. 

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
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Note: The forecasts are correct as of the day before publication. For latest updates please follow the provided links. 
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Nothing significant to report.

Severe Weather Warnings 
Warnings detailed on this page are from the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) and are 
issued by respective Regional Specialised Metrological Centres, Tropical Cyclone Centres or Na-
tional Meteorological Services. For further information on severe weather warnings please click 
here.   
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