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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on:

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect 
the safety of commercial and private vessels and personnel 
ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil conflict 
are directly impacting on maritime operations; and

• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and 
other related criminal activity.
 
MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, 
accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is entrenched 
and committed in continuing to support
and promote the awareness of the very real risks that
seafarers and other stakeholders face.
 
This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of
MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence
specialises in providing clients with a suite of products and 
services, including; political and economic risk analysis, de-
tailed port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, 
threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management.
 
Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts,
MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertain-
ing to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter  to keep abreast 
with these insightful weekly reports and more —  
including real time security updates.

Editor: David Rider
www.mast-security.com
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Issue 305 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the fragile and conflict 
affected coastal states Libya, Somalia and Yemen. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, 
incidents affecting maritime security and influencing maritime news are also report-
ed and analysed, focusing on the keys theatres of maritime instability.  

https://twitter.com/MAST_Security
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2987168?trk=tyah
https://www.facebook.com/Maritime-Asset-Security-and-Training-Ltd-MAST-362993160565911/timeline/
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https://twitter.com/MAST_Security
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Gulf of Guinea
The Nigerian government is looking over plans to allow the country’s Navy to prosecute martime 
crimes, Nigerian media reported on Oct. 31st. This would mean the Navy would hold and main-
tain siezed vessels, and prosecute those they arrest themselves, rather than hand the process 
over to another government agency. 

Incidents: 
1. Underway Vanuatu-flagged OSV, Montet Tide, reported at-
tacked and boarded by unknown number of assailants at 2126 
UTC in position 02:35.12N - 007:59.12E, approx 119nm SSE of 
Bonny Island, Nigeria (approx 52nm SSW of Sao Tome, Princ-
ipe). Crew mustered in citadel. Vessel drifting with AIS still on. 
Initial reports state three crew abducted. Attackers departed 
0400 UTC (26 Oct). Reported (MDAT/Sources) 25th Oct. 

2. Underway Panama-flagged containership reported at-
tacked and boarded by unknown number of pirates at 0855 
UTC in position 02:13N - 004:50E, approx 150nm SSW of Brass, 
Nigeria. Vessel conducteRussian Navy warship and its helicop-
ter responded and proceeded to render assistance resulting 
in the crew and ship being safe. Pirates escaped with stolen 
ship’s properties. Reported (MDAT/IMB) 25th Oct. 

One killed as security operatives foil kidnap attempt on ex-
patriates
Bayelsa State Police and the Nigerian Navy have foiled a ma-
jor kidnapping effort over the weekend. On Saturday 30th, a 
‘large number’ of suspected kidnappers stormed a construc-
tion site in the area, hoping to kidnap foreign nationals. They 
were met by security operatives and a gun battle ensued, with 
at least one attacker left dead. One person was successfully 
kidnapped by the gang, who fled via local waterways. Howev-
er, they were intercepted by the Nigerian Navy on th Ogoinbiri 
waterway and a further gun fight took place. Several attackers 
were reportedly wounded but the kidnap victim was rescued 
unharmed. A search for the gang is ongoing.

Court Orders Detention Of Ship, 29 Suspects For Importing 
Cocaine To Nigeria
A High Court in Lagos last week ordered the detention of the 
MV Cha Yanee Naree, and 29 people, accusing them of at-

tempting to import 32.9kg of cocaine into Nigeria via Apapa 
Port, Lagos. The vessel’s Master, 21 crew and seven Nigerians 
all face charges. The initial operation to arrest the ship had led 
to more local arrests, according to Nigeria’s drug enforcement 
agency, the NDLEA. The case has been adjourned until No-
vember 25th, Nigerian media reported on Oct.31st.

MASPAN goes for public-private sector partnership for mari-
time security
Emmanuel Maiguwa, president of the Maritime Security Pro-
viders of Nigeria, MASPAN, has said that they hope to enter 
into partnerships with the private and public sector in order 
to improve maritime security in Nigerias’ waters. Maiguwa said 
the responsibility of securing the nation’s maritime should not 
be left to the government alone, he told Vanguard on Oct. 28th.

For further information and to see MAST Services in the region, 
please click here. 

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures:

2021:
Incidents reported: 46 (MDAT-GoG/Others)
Crew kidnapped: 46 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)

2020: 
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)

2019: 
Incidents reported: 111 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew kidnapped: 121 (IMB)
Vessels hijacked: 4 (IMB)

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
https://mast-nigeria.com/
https://mast-security.com/africa/


 5MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

Hijack

Kidnap 

Approach/Attack

Suspicious Activity 
Theft 

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Iran Naval Forces Repel Pirate Attack on Iranian Tanker near 
Gulf of Aden
Iran’s naval troops repulsed an attack by pirates on one of the 
country’s oil tankers en route to the Gulf of Aden on Monday 
Nov. 1st, according to state media outlet, Tasnim. An escort 
squad of the Iranian Navy aboard an oil tanker had an armed 
encounter with the pirates on Monday morning as the ship, 
sailing for the Gulf of Aden, was going to pass through the Bab 
al-Mandab Strait. Four boats, each carrying some 6 armed pi-
rates, had plans to attack and hijack the Iranian oil tanker, but 
were forced to flee after the naval forces fired warning shots. 
As with all reports of this nature from Iran, it has not been con-
firmed by official agencies.

EU NAVFOR Somalia returns to-person capacity building ac-
tivities with Somali Security Forces
On Oct. 27th, members of the Operation ATALANTA Force 
Headquarters and crew on flagship ESPS Victoria were in-
volved in a Local Maritime Capacity Building activity (LMCB) 
with the Somali Police and Maritime Police Units of Moga-
dishu. It was the first in-person activity since the #COVID19 
outbreak. The engagement intended to promote the profes-
sional growth of the Police forces, focusing on the improve-
ment of boarding and investigation skills and on enhancing 
maintenance capabilities for Overboard-Motors (OBM). The 
activity also included the manoeuvring of rigid-hulled inflat-
able boats and preparatory boarding procedures.

U.S. Navy Tests Unmanned-Vessel Teaming in Persian Gulf 
On Oct. 26th, U.S. Naval Forces Central Command (NAVCENT) 

completed exercise New Horizon, the first at-sea evolution for 
its new unmanned task force. During the two-day training ex-
ercise, Task Force 59 integrated and evaluated new MANTAS 
T-12 unmanned surface vessels (USV) that operated alongside 
manned U.S. patrol craft and Bahrain Defense Force maritime 
assets. This marked the first time NAVCENT integrated USVs 
with manned assets at sea in the U.S. 5th Fleet area of opera-
tions. New Horizon was also the first time for NAVCENT’s inte-
gration of USVs with manned assets at sea alongside partner 
forces.

UAE’s Foreign Policy: From Militias in the Rimland to Straits 
Diplomacy
The UAE has a renewed focus on maritime security in the re-
gion, as part of its efforts to boost its presence and promote its 
national goals. After repeated incidents in the Arabian Penin-
sula, the UAE is adopting a new diplomacy policy which com-
bines a maritime security presence with institutional dialogue 
and geo-economic investment around critical waterways such 
as the Strait of Hormuz, Bab al-Mandeb and Suez region, Car-
negie reported on Oct. 28th.

To see MAST’s services in the Indian Ocean Region, please 
click here.

Indian Ocean Region
HMS Queen Elizabeth and its Carrier Strike Group have taken part in large tri-service drills with 
the Indian Navy in the Arabian Sea. Billed as the ‘most ambitious exercises’ to be undertaken by 
the two nations, the Konkan Shakti exercise began on Oct. 21st and lasted a week. 

MAST Note: This chart will be replaced as soon as Admiralty UK releases the updated version.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
https://mast-security.com/indian-ocean/
https://mast-security.com/indian-ocean/
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Control of Somali territory (Jan 2021) Source: Wikimedia 
Commons

Threat Assessment
There is a risk that complacency in some quarters has seen a reduc-
tion in PMSC presence in these waters that could result in a piracy 
success. A lack of adherence to BMP5 protocol, particularly not main-
taining a safe distance off the coast, has increased risks to shipping. 
Merchant vessels would be wise to maintain the same distance from 
the coast, particularly ensuring that the Socotra Gap isn’t taken. All 
vessels are advised to update risk assessments and register with 
UKMTO/MSCHOA prior to entering the Indian Ocean High Risk Area 
(HRA).
Analysis
The ongoing political spat between the Somali president and prime 
mininster once again threatens the country’s election process. The 
stalled elections are widely seen as a crucial step to a more stable 
Somalia, but have been seized upon by terror group, Al Shabaab, as 
an opportunity to strengthen its hold on parts of the country. In South-
west state, the group appears to operate with little resistance locally, 
installing its own governors in areas occupied by both AMISOM and 
SNA forces. 
In Galmudug state, the previously moderate Ahlu Sunna militia 
(ASWJ) has reportedly taken control of Guri’el town, with the backing 
of local clan elders, and are demanding a share of political power in a 
new headache for the country’s administration. Previously, the group 
had been influential in forcing Al Shabaab fighters out of major areas 
of Galmudug, so maintaining good political relations with the group 
is key for Somalia as it struggles to control Al Shabaab in the country. 
Hopes that the country could unite behind the elections continue to 
fade, and it may take much greater international pressure to resolve 
the current political deadlock in the country. 

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

 Under control of Al Shabaab and allies
 Under control of neutral forces
 Under control of Government and allies
 Somaliland Government
 Territory disputed by Puntland and Somaliland

Somalia
Senior military and police officers of AMISOM on Thursday 28th visited AMISOM troops in Barawe, 
South West State, to assess troop morale, welfare and preparedness in securing the upcoming 
parliamentary elections. Led by the AMISOM Deputy Force Commander in charge Support and 
Logistics, Maj. Gen. Gerbi Kebede Regassa and AMISOM Police Commissioner, AIGP Augustine 
Magnus Kailie, the officials interacted with the troops protecting the local population and sup-
porting government installations and institutions in the region.

Al Shabaab court sentences men
In line with the terror group’s recent increase in executions, 
Al Shabaab recently sentenced to men to death and ampu-
tated the arm of one accused of theft, All Africa reported on 
Oct. 31st. One man was stoned to death after being accused 
of rape, while another was executed after being accused of 
spying. The incidents took place in the Lower Shabelle region, 
where Al Shabaab have a significant presence.  

Did Al Shabaab terrorists blow themselves up?
Iranian media reported on Oct. 31st that 10 Al Shabaab terror-
ists had been killed in a landmine explosion on the outskirts of 
Qeycad village, Mudug. It would appear from the reports that 
the men were killed by their own IED, although this has not 
been confirmed by the Somali National Army. 

Al Shabaab Profiting From Climate Change, UN Panel of Ex-
perts On Somalia Says
The UN Panel of Experts on Somalia has reportedly said that 
the Al Shabaab terror group could benefit from worsening cli-
mate change, the Daily National reported on Oct. 30th. In a re-
port submitted to the UN Security Council earlier in October, 
the Panel said the terrorist group was using people’s exposure 
to the bite of climate change to cement their influence in So-
malia and the region, by offering assistance to communities 
suffering the effects of flooding and other extreme weather 
events.

Dutch National Faces Charges for Participation in Terror Fi-
nancing Ring
After more than seven years of extradition proceedings in 
the Netherlands, a Dutch woman brought by the FBI to the 
United States yesterday made her initial appearance today in 
the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia to face 
charges stemming from her alleged participation in a terrorist 
financing ring in support of the Somalia-based terrorist group 
Al Shabaab. According to allegations in an indictment, Farhia 
Hassan, 38, was involved with a group of women from more 
than a dozen countries around the world who ran a fundraising 
ring to provide financial support to Al Shabaab, the US Dept. 
for Justice reported on Oct. 29th.

AMISOM denies role in Galmudug conflict
Garowe Online reported on Oct. 28th that AMISOM had denied 
taking part in the conflict in Galmudug, which has reportedly 
left hundreds dead. The denial was issued in response to al-
legations by Ahlu Sunna Wal Jama (ASWJ), who claimed that 
AMISOM had assisted Somali National Army Danab forces in 
the fighting, which has killed at least 120 people. The four-day 
battle in Guriel town is now reportedly the subject of a cease-
fire, which was brokered last week by local elders and leaders. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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Control of Yemen territory (September 2020)

Source:  Wikimedia Commons
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Controlled by Southern Transitional Council

Yemen
At least nine people have been killed in a car bombing near an airport in Yemen’s temporary capi-
tal, Aden, BBC News reported on Oct. 31st. Another 12 people are believed to have been injured 
in Saturday’s explosion - described as a “terrorist bombing” by Prime Minister Mueen Abdulmalek 
Saeed. Local media note the attack coincided with the arrival of Aden’s former governor at the 
airport. He is unhurt.

Saudi aid agency assesses Socotra’s humanitarian needs
Saudi Arabia’s King Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief Center 
has conducted an assessment of humanitarian needs for peo-
ple living in Yemen’s Socotra Archipeligo, Arab News reported 
on Nov. 2nd. A team monitored the arrival of aid to the regional 
centre and coordinated with local authorities to ensure distri-
bution to various regions. They met with the undersecretary of 
the governate and discussed basic needs in the area. 

UN Envoy Highlights Iran’s Role in Yemen Peace Process
Ali Asghar Khaji, a senior adviser to Iran’s foreign minister in 
special political affairs, and Hans Grundberg, the United Na-
tions Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Yemen held talks 
in Tehran on Monday Nov. 1st, Iran’s Tasnim News reported. 
Khaji and Grundberg discussed different aspects of the Yem-
eni crisis and the latest developments in the country. In the 
meeting, the senior adviser to Iran’s foreign minister noted that 
the final decision as to the fate of Yemen lies with the Yemeni 
people. He also spoke about the UN’s role in Yemen. He said 
the current mistrust is the missing link of progress in negotia-
tions aimed at ending the Yemen conflict.

Houthi missiles kill 29 at Yemen mosque and religious school
The National on Nov. 1st reported that a ballistic missile attack 
by Houthi rebels on a mosque and religious school had killed 
at least 29 civilians, including women and children, in Marib 
province. The Houthis have not claimed responsibility for the 
attack, but there is lttle doubt as to the cause according to the 
Yemen government. The attack took place on Sunday 31st Oct. 
and consisted of two missiles, the report said.

Saudi-led coalition says 218 rebels killed around Yemen’s 
Marib
AFP reported on Oct. 31st that Saudi coalition forces had said 
that as many as 218 Houthi rebels had been killed in airstrikes 
around the city of Marib in recent days. “Twenty-four military 
vehicles were destroyed and more than 218” insurgents were 
killed in strikes in the past 72 hours in Al-Jawba, about 50 
kilometers (30 miles) south of Marib, and Al-Kassara, 30 kilo-
meters northwest, the coalition said, according to the official 

Saudi Press Agency.

Houthis kidnap around 80 civilians in a week
Asharq Al-Awsat reported on Oct. 29th that Houthi forces had 
begun a sweeping operation to ‘arrest’ civilians in six Yemeni 
governments during the last week. At least 80 people were 
detained by the rebels, according to human rights groups. The 
detained include the eldery as well as women and children, 
while charges range from spying to treason, the media outlet 
reported. The campaign affected civilians in the capital, Sanaa, 
and its countryside, and the cities of Ibb, Dhamar, Hajjah, and 
Hodeidah.

STC demands withdrawal of government forces from south-
ern Yemen
In a further deterioration of relations, the Southern Transitional 
Council, an organisation reportedly backed by the UAE, has 
demanded the withdrawal of Yemeni government forces from 
the south of the country, according to a report on Oct. 28th by 
Alaraby. The move is a precondition to restart a unity agree-
ment backed by the Saudi coalition, the report said. Al-Zubaidi 
made his remarks during a meeting with a number of Europe-
an Union ambassadors who arrived in Aden, Yemen’s interim 
capital city, on Tuesday.

UN Special Envoy for Yemen concludes visit to the United 
Arab Emirates
The UN Special Envoy for Yemen, Hans Grundberg, concluded 
his first visit to the United Arab Emirates on Oct. 28th, where he 
held meetings with senior Emirati officials and Yemenis from 
various political components and the private sector. Mr. Grund-
berg exchanged views with the Diplomatic Adviser to the UAE 
President, Anwar Gargash, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, 
Khalifa Shaheen on the latest developments in Yemen and the 
ongoing UN efforts to resume a comprehensive and sustained 
political dialogue among Yemeni parties.

MAST recommends BMP measures be enforced and watches 
strengthened during transits in the region.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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South East Asia
Investigators have determined USS Connecticut (SSN-22) hit an uncharted seamount that 
grounded the nuclear attack submarine on the underwater feature in the South China Sea Navy, 
USNI News has learned. The results of the command investigation into the Oct. 2 incident, com-
pleted last week, have now been passed up to U.S. 7th Fleet commander Vice Adm. Karl Thomas 
for review and to determine if there will be any additional accountability actions over the incident, 
a legislative source and two defense officials that are familiar with the findings told USNI News 
on Monday Nov. 1st.

Incidents: 
1. Late report: Duty crew onboard a tanker underway noticed 
three robbers boarding using a ladder at 1518 UTC in position 
01:14.12N – 103:58.24E, Singapore Straits. Alarm raised and 
crew mustered. The robbers attempted to enter the steering 
gear room but escaped on hearing the alerted crew. Incident 
reported to VTIS. all crew safe. Nothing reported stolen. Re-
ported (IMB) 27th Oct
2. Late report: Master onboard underway Marshall Islands-
flagged bulk carrier reported to Singapore VTIS that four un-
authorised persons were sighted at the stern main deck at 
2250 LT in position 01:14.70N - 104:01.70E, around 3.9nm NW 
of Pulau Nongsa Lighthouse, Batam Island, Indonesia (East-
bound TSS). The ship alarm was raised and the crew conduct-
ed a search on board the ship. There was no further sighting 
of the perpetrators. The crew was safe and nothing was stolen. 
Safety navigational broadcast initiated. Republic of Singapore 
Navy (RSN) Maritime Security Task Force (MSTF) and Singa-
pore Police Coast Guard (PCG) notified. Information of the inci-
dent was shared with the Indonesian authorities. All crew safe. 
Reported (ReCAAP) 24 Oct. 

Malaysia considers moves to increase security in Sabah
The Malaysian government is considering new moves to im-
prove security measures in Sabah, media reported on Nov. 
2nd. A new Forward Operating Base in Sepmorna and de-
ployment of a General Operatons Force are among proposals 
being looked at. The new security measures are designed to 
deter illegal migration and the movement of local insurgents.

U.S., Indonesia begin bilateral exercise CARAT Indonesia
Military personnel from the U.S. and Indonesia kicked off Co-
operation Afloat Readiness and Training (CARAT) Indonesia vir-
tually, in Surabaya and in the waters and airspace of the Java 

Sea, on Nov. 1st. The 11-day engagement focuses on the full 
spectrum of naval capabilities and features cooperative evolu-
tions that highlight the ability of U.S. and Indonesia to work to-
gether towards the common goal of ensuring a free and open 
Indo-Pacific maritime security environment.

PH Navy concludes 5-day Exercise Pagsisikap 2021
The Philippine Navy has completed Exercise Pagsisikap 2021, 
media reported on Oct. 31st. The final drill included landing 
amphibious forces on White Beach, Bulangsi, an area formerly 
controlled by the Abu Sayyaf Group of terrorists. The exercise 
included both Marines and Navy SEALs, Philippine media re-
ported. 

Japan, U.S. form Surface Action Group in South China Sea
The US Navy and Japanese MSDF conducted a transit of the 
South China Sea last week and operated as a Surface Action 
Group, Sea Power reported on Oct. 29th. During the transit, the 
USS Jackson and JS Yudachi practiced a range of surface war-
fare tactics in the disputed region. On Monday Nov. 1st, the 
USS Carl Vincent conducted drills with MSDF vessel JS Kaga, 
the US Navy said.

10 ASG bandits surrender in Sulu
The Philippine News Agency reported on Oct 28th that 10 
members of the Abu Sayyaf Group had surrendered in Sulu. 
Talipao Municipal Task Force to End Local Armed Conflict 
(MTF-ELAC) told the media: “These ASG Returnees is a tan-
gible proof of our intensified campaign to free Sulu from ASG 
influence. This is a testament to our AFP’s commitment to win 
the peace. From a once lethal force, we have gone a long way 
to provide a non-lethal option to win the peace.”

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/


 9

    Migrant crossings 2017-2021. Source:  UNHRC
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European Waters
The Times reported on Nov. 2nd that the number of migrants crossing the English Channel in Oc-
tober this year was almost six times the number who crossed in 2020. As many as 2,669 migrants 
successfully crossed during October in small boats, despite unfavourable sea states. In 2020, just 
475 migrants made the crossing. 

92 illegal migrants rescued off Libyan coast: UN
Xinhau reported on Nov. 2nd that the UN had said that 92 mi-
grants had been rescued at sea and returned to Libya. UN-
HCR said that the migrants had embarked in Zuwara the pre-
vious day, and that almost 28,000 migrants had been picked 
up at sea and returned to Libya by the Coast Guard and Navy 
so far this year.

Tunisian authorities pick up 125 Europe-bound migrants
Around 125 migrants were rescued by Tunisian agencies over 
the weekend of Oct. 30th-31st, InfoMigrants reported on Nov. 
1st. At least six small boats were intercepted by Tunisian per-
sonnel from the National Guard, media reports said. 

Small cargo vessel located
A Turkish-flagged cargo vessel carrying migrants which ran 
into engine difficulties in the Mediterranean has been lo-
cated, according to Greek rescue services. The alarm was 
raised by Aegean Boat Report, a Norwegian NGO, which re-
ported last week that the vessel was drifting off Crete. On Fri-
day 29th, the Hellenic Coast Guard conducted a large-scale 
search for the ship, finally locating it. The vessel was towed to 
a safe anchorage in Greece, media reported, and some 382 
people disembarked. Greece has reported Turkey to the EU, 
accusing the country of refusing to take its vessel back. 

EMSA green light drone programme
The European Maritime Safety Agency has awarded a con-
tract worth €30 million to a drone programme for European 
waters. The contract will see UAVs patrol the Mediterranean 
and, when migrants in difficulty are sighted, could even drop 
life rafts into the water in order to save lives, New Scientist 
reported on Oct. 29th.

Migrants missing off Harwich
A rescue operation was launched last week after reports of 
a migrant vessel in difficulty off the Essex coast, media re-
ported on Oct. 28th. It is believed that at least two people 
drowned after trying to cross the Channel in a dinghy. UK 
Home Secretary, Priti Patel, described the incident as “an 
appalling tragedy”. Two Somali nationals were picked up by 
rescuers.

Migrants rescued off Belgian coast
Twenty-four migrants trying to reach England in a small boat 
were rescued off the Belgian coast on Wednesday 27th. An 
elderly woman was among those rescued. They had been 
at sea for two days, InfoMigrants reported on Oct. 28th. Two 
boats and a helicopter were deployed in the rescue opera-
tion, which required a wind farm to be shut down temporar-
ily, the governor of West Flanders, Carl Decaluwe, told the 
Belga news agency.

The current migrant smuggling situation

UNHCR figures show around 1300 more people successfully 
crossed the Mediterranean by sea last week, putting the figure 
for October at over 10,300. There have been no reports of fatali-
ties on the route in the past week, although the loss of life in the 
English Channel has once again highligthed the extreme risks mi-
grants face in attempting to cross. While there has been no news 
on when Border Force may deploy its push back operation, it is 
still assumed that the operation will go ahead.

Turkish Cyprus urges Greek side to cooperate on migrant crisis
The Daily Sabah reported on Nov. 2nd that the Turkish Republic 
of Northern Cyprus had urged the Greek Cypriot administration 
to cooperate on the issue of irregular migration. The issue should 
be addressed within the spirit of cooperation, the statement said. 
Adding that it required joint efforts and sesne of solidarity from 
the international community.

140 illegal Bangladeshi migrants deported from Libya
Xinhau reported on Oct. 30th that the IOM in Libya had repatriat-
ed 140 Bangladeshi migrants on Thursday 28th. This was the first 
Voluntary Humanitarian Return (VHR) from Benghazi since the 
operation resumed, the IOM said. Since the programme began in 
2015, over 53,000 migrants have been repatriated, the IOM said.

US sanctions Libyan official over human trafficking 
Middle East Monitor reported on Oct. 29th that the US had im-
posed sanctions against Osama Al-Kuni, the de facto head of a 
migrant detention centre in the NW of Libya. The sanctions were 
imposed following allegations of abuse and torture of migrants 
at the centre. “In view of sanctions imposed by the United Na-
tions, the Treasury is taking this action to promote accountability 
and expose the illicit activities of those abusing and exploiting 
migrants transiting Libya in pursuit of a better and more secure 
life,” said the Director of the Office of Foreign Assets Control, An-
drea M. Gacki.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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Control of Northern Libyan territory (June  2020)

Source: Wikimedia Commons

Controlled by the Tobruk led government

Controlled by the Government of National Accord

Controlled by ISIS

Controlled by local forces

Controlled by Tuareg forces
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Libya
Reuters reported on Oct. 30th that the UN Libya mission had once again said that the country 
should amend its election law to ensure that the presidential and parliamentary elections are 
both held on December 24th this year, as the original peace plan suggested. As things currently 
stand, a parliamentary election will not be held alongside the presidential one, but would take 
place at a later date. Critics believe this was done to ensure that the House of Representatives 
could hold on to power. 

Tunisia hosts Mediterranean Conference for rebuilding Libya
This week saw Tunisia hold a three-day conference on the role 
of the private sector in rebuilding and sustainable development 
in Libya, under the supervision of the Libyan National Planning 
Council. The member of the High Commission for Sustainable 
Development at the Libyan National Planning Council, Yaseen 
Abu Saryoul, said all Mediterranean states were invited to the 
conference which is organized by Libya in cooperation with 
Tunisia to make use of the countries’ expertise.

Libyan oil ministry proposes steps to boost IOC presence
As the security situation in Libya appears to be relatively sta-
ble, the country’s National Oil Company and Government of 
National Unity are looking at ways of increasing the presence 
of international oil companies in the country, according to a 
Nov. 1st report from S&P Global. Libya’s oil sector is desperate 
to generate more interest from IOCs as its recent production 
recovery has been stymied by a lack of funds, S&P said.

AFRICOM confirms the solution for Libya is through political 
solutions not militarily
The US Africa Command (AFRICOM) confirmed that a political, 
as opposed to military solution is the only way forward for a 
peaceful future for Libya, the Libya Observer said on Oct. 29th. 
According to AFRICOM’s Twitter account, it confirmed its sup-
port for the statement of the embassies of France, Germany, 
Italy, the United Kingdom and the United States regarding 
Libya, That statement essentially said that those found to be 
obstructing the peace and election process in Libya would be 
subject to a number of international sanctions.

PM accuses countries, including in Europe, of stealing Liby-
ans’ money
The Libyan Prime Minister Abdul-Hamid Dbeibah said several 
countries, “including Tunisia, Malta and Belgium, had stolen 
Libyans’ money”, the Libya Observer said on Oct. 28th. Speak-
ing at a workshop in Tripoli, Dbeibah said that assets frozen 
overseas were unlikely to be recovered, but that Libyans 
themselves had been smuggling their own money out of the 
country. He described those moves as “stupid”, and under-

lined the essential nature of the Libyan banking sector to the 
entire economy. 

Attack on Ministry of Sports, Attempt to Assassinate Military 
Commander
Asharq Al-Awsat reported on Oct. 29th on a series of militia  
incidents in Tripoli. The Ministry of Sports was reportedly at-
tacked by an armed group, who stormed the building and in-
timidated staff, while there were reports that a military com-
mander was the subject of an assassination attempt in the city.
The Ministry of the Interior has been called on to investigate 
the incidents, but so far there have been no claims of respon-
sibility. The issue of militia groups operating in both Tripoli and 
the wider country itself has yet to be fully addressed by the 
government. 

Libya welcomes back tourists after years of war
France 24 reported on Oct. 29th that Libya had welcomed its 
first group of foreign tourists, to the oasis town of Ghadames. A 
group of 100 tourists from France, Italy and Switzerland, visited 
the area, previously off limits due to the civil war in the country. 
They were accompanied by security detail and the trip was 
supervised, France 24 said. 

Libya COVID-19 Surveillance Weekly Bulletin
At the national level, Libya reported a declining trend in cases 
and lab testing in Week 42 with a rising trend in the number 
of deaths since the last five weeks, with a high incidence of 
community transmission and moderate lab testing capacity, 
ReliefWeb reported on Oct. 28th. Libya has not reported an 
official confirmation of the Delta variant. However, Delta circu-
lation has been detected in neighboring Egypt, Tunisia, and Al-
geria. In addition, neighbouring Sudan has reported a Gamma 
variant. 

To read MAST’s Libyan Country report on MASTOPEDIA, 
please click here.
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Hijack

Kidnap

Approach/Attack

Suspicious Activity

Theft

Central and South America 
Nothing significant to report.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Standing advice: 
The repercussions of a vessel being caught acting as a mule 
with drugs stowed will depend on the type, amount and na-
tional laws, but may be disruptive and costly. When and if 
operating in these areas, especially Columbia and Peru, it is 
advised that: 
• Potential stowage areas such as rudder shafts are denied as 
far as possible, and/or routinely searched. 
• Access points are closely monitored by a vigilant watch for 
the duration of the vessel’s call at port. 

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
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Note: The forecasts are correct as of the day before publication. For latest updates please follow the provided links. 
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Nothing significant to report.

Severe Weather Warnings 
Warnings detailed on this page are from the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) and are 
issued by respective Regional Specialised Metrological Centres, Tropical Cyclone Centres or Na-
tional Meteorological Services. For further information on severe weather warnings please click 
here.   
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