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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on:

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect 
the safety of commercial and private vessels and personnel 
ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil conflict 
are directly impacting on maritime operations; and

• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and 
other related criminal activity.
 
MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, 
accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is entrenched 
and committed in continuing to support
and promote the awareness of the very real risks that
seafarers and other stakeholders face.
 
This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of
MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence
specialises in providing clients with a suite of products and 
services, including; political and economic risk analysis, de-
tailed port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, 
threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management.
 
Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts,
MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertain-
ing to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter  to keep abreast 
with these insightful weekly reports and more —  
including real time security updates.

Editor: David Rider
www.mast-security.com
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Issue 309 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the fragile and conflict 
affected coastal states Libya, Somalia and Yemen. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, 
incidents affecting maritime security and influencing maritime news are also report-
ed and analysed, focusing on the keys theatres of maritime instability.  

https://twitter.com/MAST_Security
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2987168?trk=tyah
https://www.facebook.com/Maritime-Asset-Security-and-Training-Ltd-MAST-362993160565911/timeline/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2987168?trk=tyah
https://twitter.com/MAST_Security
http://www.mast-security.com/
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
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Gulf of Guinea
On Wednesday 24th, Danish frigate Esbern Snare, was involved in an incident with suspected 
pirates. Patrolling the Gulf of Guinea, the ship sighted a suspicious vessel and deployed a boat 
to investigate. The Navy personnel fired warning shots and were immediately engaged by the 
pirates. They returned fire, killing four of the suspects on board and injuring a fifth. The pirate boat 
then sank and the Danish team rescued eight others, returning them to the frigate.

Incidents: 
1. Late report: Unnoticed, robbers boarded an anchored off-
shore supply ship, stole ship’s stores and escaped. All crew 
safe. Incident reported to local agents at 0230 UTC in position 
06:04.6S – 012:18.7E, Soyo Anchorage, Angola. Reported (IMB) 
12th Nov.

Gunmen launch attacks on Eni/Agip workers
A report from Sunday 28th in Bayelsa State has said that gun-
men, believed locally to be sea pirates, attacked a Eni/Agip 
project in Okoroma. Some reports suggest the men were re-
pairing a flow station, with others saying that they were part of 
a mangrove restoration project. Gunmen attacked the workers, 
killing at least two and a driver. In a second incident, oil work-
ers in Brass were attacked by suspected pirates at at Ogbokiri-
Akassa and at least six were reported kidnapped, according to 
local media. 

NIMASA boss meets Danish ambassador over killing of pi-
rates
The Director General of NIMASA, Dr Bashir Jamoh, met with 
the Danish Ambassador to Nigeria on Nov. 28th. Jamoh met 
Sune Korgstrup to discuss the recent incident some 30nm off 
Nigeria, where Danish forces engaged with suspected pirates 
and killed four during a gun battle, Nigerian media reported. 

Association raises concerns over killing of alleged pirates in 
Nigeria by Danish military personnel
The Nigerian Maritime Law Association raised concerns on 
Saturday 27th over the killing at sea of suspected pirates by 
the Danish Navy. NMLA president Mrs Funke Agbor and the 
association’s Secretary, Dr Emeka Akabogu, issued a state-
ment in which they expressed worries about the sanctity of 
Nigeria’s sovereignty. While the incident took place in inter-
national waters, the association has said that it is: “concerned 

about the sanctity of Nigeria’s sovereignty, application of the 
rule of law and respect for protocols of engagement with re-
gard to the instant incident.” They have called for an inquiry 
to establish whether rules of engagement had been complied 
with, Nigerian media reported. 

Residents lament frequent illegal bunkering fire in Rivers
Rivers State residents have again expressed concern over 
the number of fires caused by illegal refinery operations in 
the State. Called ‘kpofire’ by locals, they occur during the pro-
cess of heating crude to extract petroleum products. Nigerian 
media report that one recent incident in Bonny left four dead. 
Three children were among the casualties. It was reported that 
another 20 had lost their lives in fires in October.

For further information and to see MAST Services in the region, 
please click here. 

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures:

2021:
Incidents reported: 48 (MDAT-GoG/Others)
Crew kidnapped: 46 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)

2020: 
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)

2019: 
Incidents reported: 111 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew kidnapped: 121 (IMB)
Vessels hijacked: 4 (IMB)

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
https://mast-nigeria.com/
https://mast-security.com/africa/
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Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Iranian Navy Equipped with New Air Defense Missiles 
The Iranian Navy has been furnished with new missiles fired 
by the air defense systems installed on warships, Navy Com-
mander Rear Admiral Shahram Irani said, Tasnim News report-
ed on Nov. 28th. In an interview with Tasnim, Rear Admiral Irani 
said the Navy employs its exclusive systems to launch naval 
surface-to-air missiles and has plans to upgrade the systems. 
The Navy is developing a training warship called ‘Loqman’, he 
noted, saying another homegrown military vessel, named ‘Ta-
laeiyeh’, will join the naval fleet within the next year. He also 
said the ‘Damavand-II’ warship is going to join the Navy’s fleet 
in the near future.

Iran Seeks to Return Oil Output to Pre-Sanction Levels
Asharq Al-Awsat reported on Nov. 28th that Iran hopes to 
produce more oil than before the previous US administration 
tightened sanctions against it. “Plans are in place to increase 
oil output to more than five million barrels a day,” said Mohs-
en Khojastehmehr, managing director of the National Iranian 
Oil Company, the state-run news agency IRNA reported. Iran 
hopes to produce four million barrels per day by March 2022.

India, Sri Lanka and Maldives to conduct maritime operations
Pgurus reported opn Nov. 27th that a two-day, trilateral mari-
time security operation took place over the weekend of Nov. 
27th-28th under the aegis of the Colombo Security Conclave. 
An Indian Navy patrol vessel and surveillance aircraft joined 
assets from the Sri Lanka Navy and Maldives National Defence 
Force as part of a coordinated effort to improve maritime sur-
veillance to counter narcotics trafficking and related maritime 

crimes, as well as enhancing SAR capabilities between the 
three naval forces.

Russia explores potential for multilateral security architec-
ture in Gulf
Modern Dimplomacy reported on Nov. 29th that Russia is ap-
parently looking again at a multilateral approach to security 
in the Gulf region with, the website states, the tacit approval 
of the US administration. One of Putin’s allies, Vitaly Naumkin, 
reportedly invited a number of scholars and former officials 
from feuding countries in the region to a meeting in Moscow 
to discuss the region’s disputes and potential ways of mitigat-
ing them. There are ongoing concerns in the West that Yemen 
could spin further out of control, with Houthi rebels continuing 
to take ground, leading many to worry that it could become a 
‘new Afghanistan’.

Task Force 151 Holds Change of Command
Royal Jordanian Navy Col. Mohammad Ismail Al-Tarawneh re-
lieved Brazilian Navy Rear Adm. André Luiz de Andrade Fe-
lix, as Commander of Combined Task Force (CTF) 151 during 
a ceremony presided over by Vice Adm. Brad Cooper, com-
mander of U.S. Naval Forces Central Command, U.S. 5th Fleet 
and Combined Maritime Forces (CMF), at Naval Support Activ-
ity Bahrain, Nov. 18th, the CMF reported on Nov. 25th.

To see MAST’s services in the Indian Ocean Region, please 
click here.

Indian Ocean Region
The US Navy rescued two drifting Iranian seamen on Sunday 28th, media reported. The pair were 
onboard a fishing vessel which had been adrift in the Gulf for around eight days before the US 
Navy cargo ship, Charles Drew, picked up their distress call and sent a team to rescue them. They 
were given medical treatment, food and water and then taken to an Omani Coast Guard vessel 
near Muscat.  

MAST Note: This chart will be replaced as soon as Admiralty UK releases the updated version.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
https://mast-security.com/indian-ocean/
https://mast-security.com/indian-ocean/
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Control of Somali territory (Jan 2021) Source: Wikimedia 
Commons

Threat Assessment
There is a risk that complacency in some quarters has seen a reduc-
tion in PMSC presence in these waters that could result in a piracy 
success. A lack of adherence to BMP5 protocol, particularly not main-
taining a safe distance off the coast, has increased risks to shipping. 
Merchant vessels would be wise to maintain the same distance from 
the coast, particularly ensuring that the Socotra Gap isn’t taken. All 
vessels are advised to update risk assessments and register with 
UKMTO/MSCHOA prior to entering the Indian Ocean High Risk Area 
(HRA).
Analysis
The ongoing political spat between the Somali president and prime 
mininster once again threatens the country’s election process. The 
stalled elections are widely seen as a crucial step to a more stable 
Somalia, but have been seized upon by terror group, Al Shabaab, as 
an opportunity to strengthen its hold on parts of the country. In South-
west state, the group appears to operate with little resistance locally, 
installing its own governors in areas occupied by both AMISOM and 
SNA forces. 
In Galmudug state, the previously moderate Ahlu Sunna militia 
(ASWJ) has reportedly taken control of Guri’el town, with the backing 
of local clan elders, and are demanding a share of political power in a 
new headache for the country’s administration. Previously, the group 
had been influential in forcing Al Shabaab fighters out of major areas 
of Galmudug, so maintaining good political relations with the group 
is key for Somalia as it struggles to control Al Shabaab in the country. 
Hopes that the country could unite behind the elections continue to 
fade, and it may take much greater international pressure to resolve 
the current political deadlock in the country. 

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

 Under control of Al Shabaab and allies
 Under control of neutral forces
 Under control of Government and allies
 Somaliland Government
 Territory disputed by Puntland and Somaliland

Somalia
A car bomb in the country’s capital, Mogadishu, killed at least eight civilians and wounded 17 
others on Thursday 25th, AFP reported. Al Shabaab claimed responsibility for the attack, which 
had targetted a AMISOM convoy which was in the area. The bomb caused significant damage to 
a school, reports said. It is believed a number of pupils are among the wounded.

Puntland celebrates first ever community-funded port
The first ship has docked at Gara’ad Port in Mudug province, 
Garowe Online reported on Nov. 29th. The Puntland port is 
the first to be solely funded by the local community and will 
become a key gateway for the autonomous region to ports in 
Ethiopia as well as Somalia itself, as well as Djibouti and Ber-
bera in Somaliland. 

Somalia’s Opposition Says It Will Not Recognize Recent Par-
liamentary Votes
The Somali Guardian reported on Nov. 28th that the coun-
try’s opposition party is refusing top recognise the results of 
a number of parliamentary votes held in some regional states, 
citing fraud and manipulation. In a statement, the Council of 
Presidential Candidates, a conglomerate of opposition parties 
said all of the procedures for the Lower House of Parliament 
elections had not been followed, risking the country to slide 
back to civil war.

Somali government donates $1 million to drought-hit areas
Somali PM, Mohamed Roble, has donated the money to help 
mitigate drought conditions and water shortages in the coun-
try. “Somali government donates $ 1 million to help drought 
victims. Business Community led by the Chamber of Com-
merce have also pledged $ 2 million of emergency aid to the 
drought-affected people in some parts of Somalia. Emergency 
assistance will soon be sent.” government spokesman Mo-
hamed Ibrahim Moalimu said.

Puntland Security Forces director defiant after dismissal
A war of words is currently going on in Puntland, Garowe On-
line reported on Nov. 27th. The head of the region’s PSF, Mo-
hamud Abdullahi Osman, was sacked by Puntland’s President. 
Following the dismissal, PSF soldiers reportedly abandoned 
their base in the Galgala mountains, where they have been 
fighting ISIS terrorists and Al Shabaab. It is believed that of-
ficials from AFRICOM will visit Puntland’s Bossaso soon, but it 
is not known whether this is linked to the unrest in the region. 
The PSF has been fighting both Al Shabaab and ISIS with some 
success in recent months, and the withdrawal could cede vital 
territory back to the terror groups.  

Somalia Declares Humanitarian Emergency as Drought 
Worsens
Somalia has declared a state of humanitarian emergency as 
drought ravages 80 percent of the country, leaving more than 
two million people short of food and water. Somali Prime Min-
ister Mohamed Hussein Roble, who declared the emergency, 
appealed for an urgent response. He said, “I am calling upon 
all Somalis, including the business community, religious lead-
ers, members of the diaspora community and international 
partners, to take part in aiding those affected by the famine,” 
VOA reported on Nov. 24th.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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Control of Yemen territory (September 2020)

Source:  Wikimedia Commons
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Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP)
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Controlled by Southern Transitional Council

Yemen
The Saudi coalition has again reported that it has successfully destroyed more naval mines in the 
country’s waters. Local media reported on Nov. 24th that the coalition had destroyed a further 
11 naval mines between Nov. 19th and 24th. taking the total of mines destroyed to 231. There ap-
pears to have been a significant increase in Houthi deployment of naval mines in recent weeks.

Yemeni governorates receive Saudi oil derivatives grant
Hadramout and Mahra governates have received further Saudi 
fuel derivates from Aden, Arab News reported on Nov. 29th. 
Hadramout received over 11,000 tons of diesel and Mahra 
4,000 tons which will be used in electricity substations, the 
paper reported. They are the fifth batches to be distributed. So 
far, 90,000 metric tons of fuel have been sent out from Aden. 

UNICEF provides aid to thousands of displaced Yemenis in 
Marib
UNICEF said on Sunday 28th that it has continued to pro-
vide aid to displaced Yemenis, Middle East Monitor reported. 
The Yemeni government says the Houthi military escalation 
in Marib caused the displacement of nearly 100,000 people 
since September 2021. UNICEF reported that it was currently 
supporting an additional 7,600 people in a new camp for dis-
placed persons within the country. 

At least 200 Houthis killed in fighting
Arab News reported on Nov. 28th that at least 200 Houthi 
fighters had been killed in airstrikes and combat against the 
coalition in the previous 24 hours. The fighting took place in 
Marib and Jouf provinces, which have been hotspots for the 
last several weeks. An official told Arab News that at least 100 
Houthis were killed when the militia launched a string of at-
tacks on government forces in Thana, west of Marib city, on 
Saturday.

Yemen joint forces make ‘crucial progress’ in driving Houthis 
from key areas
Despite recent claims in the region that coalition forces were 
somehow on the back foot, joint forces fighting Houthis in 
Yemen’s west have made significant gains in recent days, 
seizing areas and driving the rebel group from provinces in 
Taiz. The National reports ‘hundreds’ of Houthi fighters were 
killed in a second week of fierce fighting. “On Saturday (27th), 
Al Amalika troops, part of the joint forces, scored crucial pro-
gress when they passed the intersection of Jabal Ras, south-
east Hodeidah, and advanced deep in Maqbanah district in 
the south-west Taez province,” Al Amalikah spokesman Aseel 

Al Sakladi told The National.

Coalition Carries Out Airstrikes On Locations In Sanaa
Coalition warplanes carried out airstrikes on a number of lo-
cations in and around the country’s capital which ended on 
Saturday 27th, media reported. The coalition said they had hit 
drone workshops and weapons depots in the Dhahan neigh-
borhood and warned civilians from crowding around the tar-
geted areas. On Friday, the coalition release satellite images of 
the aftermath of airstrikes on Houthi camps in the presidential 
palace. The attacks are an attempt to degrade Houthi abilities 
to launch drone attacks on Saudi Arabia, media stated. 

UAE setting up base on Socotra, Iran claims 
Iranian media has claimed that the UAE, with support from 
Israel, is constructing a military base on an island in the So-
cotra archipelago. Press TV said that an Emirati ship laden 
with heavy military equipment and munitions has recently an-
chored off the coast of Abd al-Kuri island. Citing a report from 
a website it said is affiliated with the Yemen Defense Ministry, 
it said that Israeli experts are being airlifted on a daily basis to 
the island aboard military helicopters.

Houthi Recruitment Campaigns Target Youths, Children in 
Ibb
Asharq Al-Awsat reported on Nov. 26th that Houthis were 
attempting to recruit people into their movement in the Ibb 
governate, as their quest for new fighters continues. Speaking 
under the conditions of anonymity, a tribal source told the pa-
per that Houthi directives had prompted Houthi leaders in Ibb 
to conduct field trips and request meetings with several local 
tribal leaders to coordinate additional recruitment.

MAST recommends BMP measures be enforced and watches 
strengthened during transits in the region.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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South East Asia
The Philippines government has rejected a demand from China to remove one of its naval ves-
sels from Second Thomas shoal. The ship was deliberately grounded in 1999 in order to support 
the country’s claim to the Spratly archipelago, Reuters reported. Last week, China demanded 
the vessel be removed, but the Philippines government has said its position remains unchanged. 

Incidents: 
1. Unnoticed, robbers boarded an anchored container ship 
and escaped with stolen engine spares. All crew reported safe. 
Boarding occurred between 1700 - 2200 UTC in position Ja-
karta Anchorage, Indonesia. Reported (IMB) 24th Nov. 

Spike in incursions highlights joint Australian and Indonesian 
interests in combating illegal fishing
ASPI reported on Nov. 29th that illegal fishing in Australian 
northern waters, largely conducted by fishing vessels from 
Indonesia, has become an issue. In the last six months, Aus-
tralian authorities have confiscated significant quantities of il-
legally caught sea cucumbers, which is a delicacy in Indonesia 
and sells for up to $30 per kg. As a result of the incursions, 
Australia burnt three seized smugglers’ boats last month.

Philippines, Vietnam discuss bilateral naval ties
A virtual meeting between senior members of the Philippine 
and Vietnamese navies took place on Thursday 25th. Closer 
areas of cooperation and bilateral ties were discussed, GMA 
News reported. “The talks focused on broader strategic, or-
ganizational, decision-making, training, and operational issues 
of mutual interest to both navies and served as a forum to dis-
cuss future initiatives,” the Philippine Navy said in a statement.

One of Abu Sayyaf’s most wanted members, 3 others surren-
der in Sulu
GMA News reported on Nov. 28th that four Abu Sayyaf Group 
members had surrendered to Philippine authorities in Sulu 
on Thursday 25th. The group included Sikal Hussien Juhurim, 
one of the most wanted men in the organisation and who was 
involved in the kidnapping of two Germans in 2014 and two 
Canadians in 2015. 

Smuggled cigarette seizure exposes local smuggling routes
Rappler reported on Nov. 27th that Philippine authorities had 
seized nearly P22 million worth of smuggled cigarettes in three 
separate operations in Zamboanga City and Sulu in November. 
The operation has exposed the smuggling network operating 
in the Zamboanga Peninsula and the Bangsamoro Autono-
mous Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM). Additionally, it is 
believed that the consignments were brought into Mildanao 
by boats via Tawi-Tawi, an Abu Sayyaf stronghold. Several anti-
smuggling operations were launched at sea, with one seizing 
another smuggled consignment off Tumalutab Island, Rappler 
reported. 

Swire Pacific Offshore: Notice of Cyber Security Incident
Statement from Singapore-based Swire following a cyber in-
cident on Nov. 25th:
Swire Pacific Offshore (SPO) has discovered that it was the tar-
get of a cyberattack which involved unauthorised access to its 
IT systems. The unauthorised access has resulted in the loss of 
some confidential proprietary commercial information and has 
resulted in the loss of some personal data. The cyberattack 
has not materially affected SPO’s global operations. SPO has 
taken immediate actions to reinforce existing security meas-
ures and to mitigate the potential impact of the incident. It 
takes a serious view of any cyberattack or illegal accessing of 
data or any unlawful action that potentially compromises the 
privacy or confidentiality of data, and will not be threatened 
by such actions. SPO has reported the incident to the relevant 
authorities and will work closely with them in relation to the in-
cident. SPO is contacting potentially affected parties to inform 
them about the incident.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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    Migrant crossings 2017-2021. Source:  UNHRC
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European Waters
Urgent action is needed to avoid a repeat of tragedies like this week’s drowning of at least 27 
people in the English Channel, the United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR) said on Thursday 
25th.  The incident amounted to the largest single loss of life in the English Channel since the UN 
migration agency, IOM, started recording data in 2014.   Another 106 migrants were rescued in 
French waters on Wednesday alone.  Since the start of the year, well over 31,000 have attempted 
the dangerous crossing between France and the UK and 7,800 people have been rescued at sea, 
the French authorities have reportedly said. 

EU plane to keep eye on Channel migrants
Frontex has announced plans to operate surveillance flights 
over the English Channel ‘day and night’ to help spot small 
boats in trouble and prevent people attempting to cross the 
dangerous waters of the English Channel, EUObserver re-
ported on Nov. 29th. The news comes after discussions on 
Sunday between the EC, France, Belgium and the Nerther-
lands in Calais. 

Camped in Calais, migrants renew resolve to cross English 
channel
Despite last week’s tragic loss of life in the English Channel, 
people living in makeshift camps near Calais and Dunkirk 
say they are still ready to attempt to cross to the UK, The 
New Arab reported on Nov. 28th. While French police have 
increased their presence and patrols and weather conditions 
have worsened, migrants say this won’t stop them. People 
smugglers are currently charging around £2,500 per person 
to attempt the crossing, the paper reported.

UK migrant deaths: Priti Patel demands BBC drop ‘dehu-
manizing’ language
Arab News reported on Nov. 27th that UK Home Secretary, 
Priti Patel, has pledged to ask the BBC and other broadcast-
ers to drop the word ‘migrant’, claiming that it is dehuman-
ising. Patel made the pledge after being challenged by the 
Scottish National Party MP Brendan O’Hara on the BBC’s use 
of ‘migrants’ to describe the 27 men, women and children 
who died while crossing the English Channel earlier this 
week, Arab News said. 

First arrests made following tragic shipwreck off Calais
InfoMigrants reported on Nov. 25th that French authorities 
had arrested five suspected people smugglers following 
the tragic deaths of 27 people in the English Channel. Inte-
rior Minister, Gérald Darmanin said that the fifth man arrested 
had German registration plates on his car and that he had 
bought dinghies in Germany. Speaking on French radio on 
Thursday, Darmanin was eager to defend his record. “Since 
January 1, we have arrested 1,500 smugglers,” he said, add-
ing that the traffickers were operating as “mafia organiza-
tions” that “fall under the category of organized crime” with 
the use of “encrypted telephones”.

Body found on French coast
French media reported on Thursday 25th that a body had 
been discovered on a beach at Sangatte, west of Calais, but 
that no link between the dead person and the loss of life the 
day before had so far been established. The victim’s ID was 
not known and it is believed that the body had been in the 
water for some time, The Jerusalem Post reported with Reu-
ters on Nov. 25th,

Libyan Red Crescent retrieves bodies of 4 migrants
The Red Crescent in Libya reported on Nov. 25th that they 
had recovered the remains of four people from a beach near 
Sabratha, west of Tripoli, Africa News reported. 

The current migrant smuggling situation

Last week’s tragic loss of life in the English Channel has rightly 
focused media attention on the plight of people attempting to 
cross from France to the UK. Worsening sea states and weather 
conditions make the crossing even more dangerous than ever, 
and MAST welcomes news that Frontex is to offer surveillance 
in an attempt to prevent further tragedies at sea. However, in 
the Mediterranean, numbers have spiked significantly. In the last 
week, UNHCR statistics show that a further 4,500 people have 
made the crossing by sea, again illustrating that despite the time 
of year, people smugglers are pushing more and more boats out 
to sea. 

Italy rescues hundreds from boat drifting off Calabria region
Australia’s ABC News reported on Nov. 28th that the Italian Coast 
Guard had launched a major operation to rescue people trapped 
in a drifting vessel off the country’s coast on Saturday 27th-28th 
in challenging conditions. Some 244 persons were rescued, in-
cluding a baby who was born on the boat on Saturday, the media 
outlet reported. Some 41 children were among those rescued. A 
further 255 people were rescued by the Italian Coast Guard on 
Nov. 25th, ABC News added, while German NGO, Sea-Watch, had 
disembarked 461 people from one of its vessels in Aususta, Sicily, 
on Saturday.

IOM report at least 1600 lives lost in Mediterranean in 2021
While there has been much media focus on the tragic loss of life 
in the English Channel, the IOM has warned that the tragedy is 
not unusual in the Mediterranean. As readers of this report know, 
at least 1600 lives have been lost so far in 2021, with a further 
85 reported just last week. The IOM believes that 23,000 people 
have died since 2014 attempting to cross the Mediterranean, The 
Daily Sabah reported on Nov. 25th.

Dublin Port bust nets €10m of drugs
Drugs worth an estimated €9.8m (£8.25m) have been seized by 
customs officers at Dublin Port. The drugs were found concealed 
in furniture which arrived from the Netherlands on Wednesday 
24th, said revenue officials targeting transnational organised 
crime groups. Among the drugs were 60kg of cocaine and 22kg 
of heroin, BBC News reported on Nov. 27th.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
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Control of Northern Libyan territory (June  2020)

Source: Wikimedia Commons

Controlled by the Tobruk led government

Controlled by the Government of National Accord

Controlled by ISIS

Controlled by local forces

Controlled by Tuareg forces
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Libya
The UN has expressed alarm about a reported attack on a Libyan court where Saif al-Islam 
Gaddafi’s lawyer was trying to lodge an appeal against his ban from next month’s presidential 
election. The son of the late Libyan dictator was disqualified on Thursday 25th by Libya’s election 
commission, on the basis of a 2015 conviction for war crimes by a Tripoli court, the BBC reported 
on Nov. 26th. 

Libyan presidential hopefuls petition against PM’s candida-
cy: reports
France 24 reported on Nov. 28th that candidates for the presi-
dential election had petitioned a Tripoli court in an attempt 
to prevent interim orime minister, Abdulhamid Dbeibah, from 
standing for election. Former interior minister, Fathi Bashagha, 
was among those said to have filed appeals against the prime 
minister’s candidacy, France 24 reported. It was noted that 
Dbeibah did not resign his post three months before submit-
ting his candidacy, in accordance with Libya’s electoral law.

EU Parliament calls for sanctions against Wagner, demands 
Russia to withdraw mercenaries from Libya
The European Parliament has called on the EU to impose 
sanctions on Wagner, a paramilitary group linked to Kremlin, 
for committing human rights violations in several countries, in-
cluding Libya, the Libya Observer reported on Nov. 27th. The 
EU has issued sanctions against Wagner’s founder, Yevgeny 
Prigozhin, for his involvement in the Libya conflict, the paper 
reported. 

Militiamen stop Gaddafi son’s appeal in Libya - lawyer
Militiamen have stormed a Libyan court and prevented judges 
from looking into Saif al-Islam Gaddafi’s appeal against the 
decision to exclude him from the presidential race, according 
to his lawyer. Khaled Zaidi told reporters in the city of Sebha 
that the hearing could not take place because “the employ-
ees of the court and judges were forced out at gunpoint”. He 
described the move as “unacceptable and uncivilised” and 
warned it would have “implications on the election process”. 
The electoral commission had rejected the candidacy of sev-
eral applicants for the presidential race including Mr Gaddafi 
- the son of Libya’s late leader Muammar Gaddafi - citing legal 
reasons, BBC News reported on Nov. 26th. 

Turkey-Libya trade increases by 43% thanks to maritime deal
The Daily Sabah reported on Nov. 26th that the new bilateral 
deal between Turkey and Libya was already paying off, with 
trade up by 43 per cent, to $2.3 billion in the last two years, 

despite the pandemic. Much credit has been paid to the mari-
time deal between the two nations, which has boosted busi-
ness activities, the paper reported. 

Libya’s military prosecutor demands arrest of Haftar
In a further twist to Khalifa Haftar’s ambition to become Libyan 
president, the Military Prosecutor’s Office chaired by Moham-
med Gharouda conveyed a message to the Criminal Investi-
gation Agency demanding “implementation of arrest orders 
issued by the Public Prosecution by the competent judicial of-
ficer” for five cases in 2019-2020, The Daily Sabah reported on 
Nov. 25th. According to the report, Haftar violated miltary law 
by announcing his candidacy for president. The violation car-
ries a prison sentence of up to five years, the paper reported.  

Manchester bomber ‘probably’ fought in Libya, inquiry hears
Middle East Eye reported on Nov. 25th that the inquiry into the 
Manchester Arena bombing has been told that the bomber, 
Salman Adebi, may have fought in Libya’s civil war when he 
was aged 16. The inquiry this week saw photos of Salman Abe-
di in Libya in 2011 holding a heavy machine gun and dressed 
in combat fatigues. It also saw photos of his father, Ramadan 
Abedi, and brothers, Ismail and Hashem Abedi, posing with 
weapons. 

African Union ready to coordinate for exit of foreign fighters 
from Libya
The Libya Observer reported on Nov. 25th that the Libyan 5+5 
Joint Military Commission had worked with African Union rep-
resentatives and said that the AU was ready to aid in coordi-
nating the withdrawal of foreign fighters from the country. The 
JMC added in a statement following meetings in Tunisia that 
African Union representatives confirmed that they would en-
sure that African states would welcome back the fighters to be 
withdrawn from Libya.

To read MAST’s Libyan Country report on MASTOPEDIA, 
please click here.
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Central and South America 
Nothing significant to report.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Standing advice: 
The repercussions of a vessel being caught acting as a mule 
with drugs stowed will depend on the type, amount and na-
tional laws, but may be disruptive and costly. When and if 
operating in these areas, especially Columbia and Peru, it is 
advised that: 
• Potential stowage areas such as rudder shafts are denied as 
far as possible, and/or routinely searched. 
• Access points are closely monitored by a vigilant watch for 
the duration of the vessel’s call at port. 

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
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Note: The forecasts are correct as of the day before publication. For latest updates please follow the provided links. 
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Nothing significant to report.

Severe Weather Warnings 
Warnings detailed on this page are from the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) and are 
issued by respective Regional Specialised Metrological Centres, Tropical Cyclone Centres or Na-
tional Meteorological Services. For further information on severe weather warnings please click 
here.   
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