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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on:

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect 
the safety of commercial and private vessels and personnel 
ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil conflict 
are directly impacting on maritime operations; and

• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and 
other related criminal activity.
 
MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, 
accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is entrenched 
and committed in continuing to support
and promote the awareness of the very real risks that
seafarers and other stakeholders face.
 
This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of
MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence
specialises in providing clients with a suite of products and 
services, including; political and economic risk analysis, de-
tailed port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, 
threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management.
 
Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts,
MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertain-
ing to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter  to keep abreast 
with these insightful weekly reports and more —  
including real time security updates.

Editor: David Rider
www.mast-security.com
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Issue 311 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the fragile and conflict 
affected coastal states Libya, Somalia and Yemen. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, 
incidents affecting maritime security and influencing maritime news are also report-
ed and analysed, focusing on the keys theatres of maritime instability.  

https://twitter.com/MAST_Security
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2987168?trk=tyah
https://www.facebook.com/Maritime-Asset-Security-and-Training-Ltd-MAST-362993160565911/timeline/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2987168?trk=tyah
https://twitter.com/MAST_Security
http://www.mast-security.com/
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Gulf of Guinea
The Eastern Naval Command  of the Nigerian Navy has begun an operation called ‘Exercise Quiet 
Waters’, due to run for three days, Nigerian media reported on Dec. 13th. Two helicopters and 10 
gunships have been deployed, with four tactical operational bases to provide support to its per-
sonnel offshore during the operation.

Incidents: 
1. Container ship reported boarded at 1427 UTC in position 
03:11.41N - 007:49.02E around 46nm Southwest of Luba, Ma-
labo, Equatorial Guinea. Unconfirmed report states six crew 
kidnapped. Vessel Safe. Reported (MDAT/Source) 13th Dec.

Former NIMASA DG offers thoughts on preventing anchorage 
robberies
Temisan Omatseye, former head of NIMASA, has suggested 
the agency conducts more intelligence gathering operations 
as part of its efforts to prevent attacks on vessels at anchorag-
es. NIMASA recently reported some 27 incidents of that type, 
according to Ship & Ports on Dec. 13th. Omatseye has called 
for greater collaboration and information sharing between 
the Nigerian Navy, Army and Department of State Security, to 
target the criminal gangs known to conduct such crimes and 
who are known in their local communities.

Nigerian Navy commissions large number of new vessels
Defence Web reported on Dec. 10th that the Nigerian govern-
ment had commissioned “dozens” of new vessels and aircraft 
last week. The news came as the President attended a keel 
laying ceremony for the country’s locally built boats at the 
Naval Dockyard. The President also commended the Nigerian 
Navy’s effort in the fight against maritime crimes in Nigerian 
waters and the Gulf of Guinea region and noted the arrests of 
those involved in illegalities has yielded results as some pi-
rates, illegal bunkering syndicates, pipeline vandals and other 
criminals have been convicted during the year, Defence Web 
reported.

House Urges FG to Rescue Kidnaped Victims in Lagos, Other 
States
The Nigerian House of Representatives has urged the govern-
ment to do more to rescue people being held hostage by pi-

rates and other criminal groups in the country, media reported 
on Dec. 9th. They also requested that more Special Forces 
personnel be trained, as part of an additional effort to focus on 
piracy and maritime crime in the country’s creeks and water-
ways, Nigerian media reported. 

Ghana, Norway launch report on cost of piracy in Gulf of  
Guinea
Albert Kan-Dapaah, Ghana’s Minister of National Security, 
and Anniken Huitfieldt, the Foreign Affairs Minister of Norway, 
launched the Stable Seas Report on the Cost of Piracy in the 
Gulf of Guinea report last week. The event, held at the UN in 
New York, where Ghana will take a seat next year and hopes to 
improve maritime security during its two-year tenure, Ghana 
media reported. 

For further information and to see MAST Services in the region, 
please click here. 

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures:

2021:
Incidents reported: 50 (MDAT-GoG/Others)
Crew kidnapped: 46 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)

2020: 
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)

2019: 
Incidents reported: 111 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew kidnapped: 121 (IMB)
Vessels hijacked: 4 (IMB)

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
https://mast-nigeria.com/
https://mast-security.com/africa/
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Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

UN planning to end mission in Indian Ocean?
The UN Security Council may be planning to end its decade-
long mission in the Indian Ocean, Maritime Executive reported 
on Dec. 10th. After only extending the current mandate by 
three months, there are concerns in the region that the mis-
sion will end next year. The UN has called for ‘proper mecha-
nisms’ to be in place to prevent a resurgence in Somali piracy, 
which is agrees is still a threat. While some Somali representa-
tives have welcomed the idea, France and the US have both 
cautioned against leaving a security vacuum in the region, 
given that three months is a very short time to introduce a 
credible force to combat piracy in the Indian Ocean. Somalia, 
for its part, is proposing bilateral agreements starting in 2022 
to replace the broader U.N. Security Council resolutions, Mari-
time Executive said.

Total reopens office in restive Mozambique region
The Mozambique branch of the French oil and gas company, 
Total Energies, has returned to the violence-hit Cabo Delga-
do province, BBC News reported on Dec. 13th. It has opened 
an information office in the city of Pemba, nine months after 
suspending its activities over concerns about insecurity in the 
region - after a militant attack in the nearby town of Palma in 
March in which dozens of people were killed. The information 
office, launched on Saturday, is meant to ease communication 
between interested parties in the Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) 
exploration project in the Rovuma basin.

Iran Develops Its First Reconnaissance Vessel
A project to manufacture the first Iranian reconnaissance ves-

sel is in the final stage and the military ship will soon join the 
Navy’s fleet, Iranian Navy Commander Rear Admiral Shahram 
Irani said. In a radio interview on Monday 13th, Rear Admiral 
Irani said all systems installed on the homegrown reconnais-
sance vessel have been manufactured by local experts.

United States Prevails in Actions to Seize and Forfeit Iranian 
Terror Group’s Missiles and Petroleum
The Justice Department announced on Dec. 7th the success-
ful forfeiture of two large caches of Iranian arms, including 171 
surface-to-air missiles and eight anti-tank missiles, as well as 
approximately 1.1 million barrels of Iranian petroleum products. 
The U.S. Navy seized the weapons from two vessels in the Ara-
bian Sea while conducting routine maritime security opera-
tions. Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), a des-
ignated foreign terrorist organization, orchestrated the arms 
shipments, which were destined for Houthi militants in Yemen. 
The U.S. government similarly seized the Iranian petroleum 
products from four foreign-flagged tankers in or around the 
Arabian Sea while en route to Venezuela. The U.S. government 
sold the seized petroleum products pursuant to a court order. 
The net proceeds of that sale, $26,681,397.67 before interest, 
may be directed, in whole or in part, to the U.S. Victims of State 
Sponsored Terrorism Fund

To see MAST’s services in the Indian Ocean Region, please 
click here.

Indian Ocean Region
One of Combined Maritime Forces’ (CMF) three task forces has seized a record amount of illegal 
drugs in 2021, which included narcotics confiscated during eight successful interdictions in the 
Indian Ocean last month. Combined Task Force (CTF) 150 has seized more than $189 million 
worth of illegal drugs (at regional wholesale prices) during counter-narcotics operations at sea in 
2021. The drugs seized this year have a higher total value than the amount of drugs the task force 
interdicted in the previous four years combined, the CMF reported.

MAST Note: This chart will be replaced as soon as Admiralty UK releases the updated version.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
https://mast-security.com/indian-ocean/
https://mast-security.com/indian-ocean/
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Control of Somali territory (Jan 2021) Source: Wikimedia 
Commons

Threat Assessment
There is a risk that complacency in some quarters has seen a reduc-
tion in PMSC presence in these waters that could result in a piracy 
success. A lack of adherence to BMP5 protocol, particularly not main-
taining a safe distance off the coast, has increased risks to shipping. 
Merchant vessels would be wise to maintain the same distance from 
the coast, particularly ensuring that the Socotra Gap isn’t taken. All 
vessels are advised to update risk assessments and register with 
UKMTO/MSCHOA prior to entering the Indian Ocean High Risk Area 
(HRA).
Analysis
The ongoing political spat between the Somali president and prime 
mininster once again threatens the country’s election process. The 
stalled elections are widely seen as a crucial step to a more stable 
Somalia, but have been seized upon by terror group, Al Shabaab, as 
an opportunity to strengthen its hold on parts of the country. In South-
west state, the group appears to operate with little resistance locally, 
installing its own governors in areas occupied by both AMISOM and 
SNA forces. 
In Galmudug state, the previously moderate Ahlu Sunna militia 
(ASWJ) has reportedly taken control of Guri’el town, with the backing 
of local clan elders, and are demanding a share of political power in a 
new headache for the country’s administration. Previously, the group 
had been influential in forcing Al Shabaab fighters out of major areas 
of Galmudug, so maintaining good political relations with the group 
is key for Somalia as it struggles to control Al Shabaab in the country. 
Hopes that the country could unite behind the elections continue to 
fade, and it may take much greater international pressure to resolve 
the current political deadlock in the country. 

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

 Under control of Al Shabaab and allies
 Under control of neutral forces
 Under control of Government and allies
 Somaliland Government
 Territory disputed by Puntland and Somaliland

Somalia
The steering committee for the Somali Transition Plan met on Dec. 8th-9th. The Plan is an initia-
tive for Somalia to assume sole responsibility for security, and the Federal Government of Soma-
lia led the meeting, with Federal Member States, Benadir Regional Administration (Governorship 
of Mogadishu and surrounding areas), the Somali Security Forces and Somalia’s key partners 
supporting the security sector. The committee concluded that member state armed forces and 
federal armed forces needed to improve coordination and transparency.

Somali Army Kills Five Al Shabaab Militants in Southern Re-
gion
Dalsan Radio reported on Dec. 14th that the Somali National 
Army had killed at least five Al Shabaab terrorists in the south 
of the country over the last 24 hours. Two bases near Gam-
baley and Da’waalle villages in the Lower Shabelle were de-
stroyed by the army, the station reported. 

Clan fighting kills at least six in Galgadud
Dalsan Radio reported on Dec. 11th that at least six people had 
died during fighting between two clan militias in Gamudug 
State on Friday 10th. The cause of the fighting was not report-
ed. Local residents in the area say they are still in a tense situ-
tation and that there might be further clashes that could erupt 
at any time as ‘war preparation’ by both sides is underway.

World Bank grants Somalia 150 mln USD for electricity re-
covery project
Xinhau reported on Dec. 11th that the World Bank had agreed 
to grant Somalia $150 million for an electricity recovery project 
to help the country. They said that the funds were intended to 
increase access to cleaner, lower-cost electricity for 1.1 million 
households, or approximately seven million people, of which 
3.5 million are women.

EU pays Kenya 70pc of budget for KDF troops in Somalia
Business Daily reported on Dec. 10th that the EU and other 
international partners have paid Kenya over 70 per cent of the 

Kenyan Treasury’s year target for troops fighting Al Shabaab in 
Somalia. The funds came as the UN Security Council extended 
AMISIOM’s mandate in Somalia until May 2022, rather than De-
cember 2021. This is the third extension to the exit date and 
has seen the UN call on Somalia to ‘create a conducive politi-
cal and security climate for inclusive elections across Somalia’.

Puntland elders attempt to mediate standoff
Critical Threats reported on Dec. 10th that elders in Puntland 
were attempting to end the standoff between the Puntland 
President and Puntland Security Forces. The rift came after 
the President fired the PSF commander, and elders have at-
tempted to negotiate a peaceful resolution to the split, with 
various options on the table. The President rejected an initial 
offer, but it is hoped that negotiations will continue this week. 
The PSF has been heavily involved with fighting both ISIS and 
Al Shabaab terrorists in recent months. 

Al Shabaab targets airport in Somalia’s Jowhar city
Middle East Monitor reported on Dec. 10th that Al Shabaab 
had attacked Jowhar city airport with mortars on Thursday. 
Reports from AMISOM confirmed the attack had damaged 
some structures, but there were no casualty figures available. 
Al Shabaab claimed responsibility, stating they had targeted 
Burundian peacekeepers and “white” soldiers based at the air-
port, MEMO reported. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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Control of Yemen territory (September 2020)

Source:  Wikimedia Commons
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Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP)
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Controlled by Southern Transitional Council

Yemen
Fighting around Marib city saw al Balaq Mountain change hands twice last week, with al Houthi 
rebels initially capturing positions from Yemeni government forces on Dec. 8th, only to lose them 
again the following day. However, concerted fighting has now seen Houthis regain the territory, 
Critical Threats reported on Dec. 10th.

Jordan says hosted Saudi-Iran security dialogue
Middle East Monitor reported on Dec. 13th that Jordan had 
hosted a security meeting between Saudi Arabia and Iran, 
state media said on Monday. The meeting was held at the Arab 
Institute for Security Studies, where a number of issues were 
discussed, including regional security and stability. The media 
outlet also said that there were discussions on reducing the 
threat posed by missiles, but did not elaborate.

Military leader killed in Yemen’s Marib
TRT World reported on Dec. 13th that Houthi rebels had killed 
a senior Yemen Army officer in Marib. The media outlet report-
ed that Major General Nasser al-Zubiani was killed on the front 
lines in the Balaq Mountain range, scene of heavy fighting in 
the last week. He had been the head of military operations in 
the region and had been in the area to inspect troops. 

Saudi-led airstrikes target Houthis
As fighting in Marib continues to intensify, IANS reported on 
Dec. 13th that Saudi coalition warplanes had conducted a se-
ries of airstrikes on Houthi positions in the previous 24 hours. 
One official cited by Xinhau said that at least 200 Houthis had 
been killed and 21 military vehicles destroyed in the strikes. 
The planes attacked positions in and around Marib as well as 
those on the western coast, around Hodeidah. It was reported 
that some 35 aerial operations had taken place against Hou-
this around Marib. 

Landmine blast kills 3 in NE Yemen: gov’t official
Xinhau reported on Dec. 13th that a landmine blast in the prov-
ince of al-Jawf on Saturday 11th had killed three civilians. “A 
large landmine explosion struck a civilian vehicle carrying lo-
cal citizens in the turbulent province of al-Jawf, killing three 
people at the scene,” the local government source said on 
condition of anonymity. He confirmed that the explosion de-
stroyed the vehicle and critically injured five people who had 
been transferred to a nearby hospital for treatment, Xinhau 
said.

US-Made Saudi Spy Drone Downed by Yemen
Iranian media outlet, Tasnim News, reported on Dec. 11th that 
a Saudi surveillance drone was shot down by Houthi forces 
over Ma’rib on Friday 10th. The spokesman for the Houthis, 
Brigadier General Yahya Saree, said in a statement on Friday 
evening that his forces managed to shoot down a US-made 
Boeing Insitu ScanEagle as “it was carrying out hostile actions 
a while ago in the airspace of Sirwah district” in the northwest-
ern province.

Yemen army kills Hezbollah military expert in Marib
Arab News reported on Dec. 10th that a Hezbollah leader who 
had been fighting with Houthi forces had been killed in clashes 
with government forces in Marib. In a tweet, Moammar Al-Ery-
ani said that expert adviser Akram Al-Sayed died when Yemeni 
army troops shelled Houthi positions south of Marib, inflicting 
a blow to a Houthi militia push to seize control of Marib city.

IDP camp in Marib hit by Houthi missile
A Houthi missile strike hit a camp for internally displaced per-
sons in the province of Marib on Dec. 9th, Xinhau reported. At 
least 12 people were injured during the attack, a military of-
ficial told the media outlet. “The Houthis randomly fired mis-
siles that landed on Al-Hamah IDPs camp, which is located in 
the southern part of the government-controlled city of Marib,” 
the local military source said on condition of anonymity. The 
source confirmed the Houthi shelling resulted in seriously in-
juring 12 displaced people, mostly women and children.

Arab coalition destroys two drones in Yemeni airspace
The Saudi coalition destroyed more drones aimed by Houthi 
forces into Saudi territory last week, Arab News reported on 
Dec. 8th. “We are in the process of implementing strict opera-
tional measures to deal with the sources of the threat,” Saudi 
state TV reported citing the coalition.

MAST recommends BMP measures be enforced and watches 
strengthened during transits in the region.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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South East Asia
A US cybersecurity firm claimed on Dec. 9th that Chinese hackers, suspected to be working for 
the State, had engaged in cyber campaigns against countries bordering or with claims against 
the South China Sea throughout 2021, according to Benar News. navies and government depart-
ments in countries such as Malaysia, Indonesia and Vietnam, the report said. 

Incidents: 
1. LATE Report | Unnoticed, robbers boarded Singapore-
flagged product tanker underway and escaped with ship’s 
spares. Theft noticed by the 2/E during routine rounds at 1900 
UTC in position 01:15.80N - 104:12.68E, Malacca Strait. Further 
checks identified footprints on the steering flat floor. Reported 
(IMB) 24th Nov.
2. Underway Cyprus-flagged bulk carrier was boarded by 
three robbers who were sighted in the engine room 0015 UTC 
in position 01:14.60N - 104:02.86E, 3.1n NW of Nongsa Light-
house, Batam, Indonesia (Eastbound TSS). Alarm raised and 
crew mustered. Master reported to Singapore VTIS, and di-
verted ship back to the port of Singapore to ensure the safety 
of crew and vessel. Singapore Police Coast Guard boarded the 
ship to conduct a search upon her arrival. Ship cleared with no 
sighting of the robbers on board. Crew safe and nothing was 
stolen. Safety navigational broadcast initiated. RSN Maritime 
Security Task Force (MSTF) and Singapore PCG were notified. 
Information of the incident was shared with the Indonesian au-
thorities. Reported (ReCAAP) 25th Nov. 

Indonesia mulls over sending fishermen on patrol
The Straits Times reported on Dec. 11th that Indonesian au-
thorities were mulling plans to have fishing fleets report any 
unusual activity in the waters surrounding the Natuna Islands, 
after China demanded the country cease its oil and gas ex-
ploration work in the area. A spokesman for Indonesia’s Mari-
time Security Agency, known as Bakamla, said that they would 
train and pay fishermen to join patrols operated by them or 
the Navy.

Malaysia Heightens Sabah Security amid Report about Inva-
sion Plot
Benar News reported on Dec. 10th that Malaysia had put its 

security forces on Sabah on alert, after receiving news of a 
potential plot suggesting leaders from islands in the south-
ern Philippines were planning to “invade” the state. Diplomats 
were attempting to verify the claims, which the government 
had found no evidence for which was first discussed by re-
gional media, the report said. 

MMEA recover stimulants and drugs in two operations
On Friday 10th, Malaysian media reported that MMEA teams 
had caught two fishermen attempting to smuggle ampheta-
mines out of the country. Some 40kg of drugs were recovered 
in the incident off Muar on Thursday 9th. In a further report on 
Monday 13th, the MMEA stated that they had foiled an attempt 
on Sunday 12th to smuggle around 700kg of ketum leaves - a 
local stimulant banned in some countries - in Langkawi waters. 

Sulu-based 4th Marine Brigade has new commander
The 4th Marine Brigade of the Philippine Armed Forces re-
ceived a new commander on Dec. 11th, as they continue to 
fight Abu Sayyaf Group terrorists. Col. Vicente Mark Anthony 
Blanco III replaced Col. Hernanie Songano, who has overseen 
the capture or neutralisation of 148 Abu Sayyaf terrorists dur-
ing his tenure. 

Two Abu Sayyaf terrorists, soldier killed in Sulu clash
New Straits Times reported on Dec. 11th that two Abu Sayyaf 
terrorists had been killed in a gun battle with government 
forces. The incident took place in Sahiron, Sulu, where the AFP 
have been involved in an operation to clear the area of the ter-
ror group. One soldier was killed during the fighting, the media 
reported. 

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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    Migrant crossings 2017-2021. Source:  UNHRC

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

European Waters
A report by Le Monde has said that the 27 people who lost their lives in the English Channel on 
Nov. 24th had tried to contact both French and UK Coast Guards when it became clear their small 
boat was in difficulty. While France has denied receiving calls from the vessel, UK authorities said 
that a review was underway to discover whether an alert had been received, Arab News reported 
on Dec. 9th.

UK’s tough line on migrant boats challenged
China Daily reported on Dec. 14th that the UK faced a legal 
challenge over its attempts to prosecute asylum-seekers 
who cross the English Channel. The issue is whether the act 
of taking turn to steer a small boat or vessel makes that per-
son part of the people smuggling effort, the paper reported. 
The challenge follows a case where an Iranian was convicted 
of people smuggling in the UK, but had his case overturned 
on appeal, after he stated that he took control to prevent the 
vessel sinking. 

Home Office ‘push back’ policy challenged
The Independent reported on Dec. 12th that the UK Home 
Office was facing a legal challenge over its policy to ‘push 
back’ migrant boats in the English Channel. A claim lodged 
at the Administrative Court says that there is no legal basis 
for the policy and calls for the government to recognise the 
sanctity of human life. The Independent said that it had seen 
documents calling for a full judicial review of the policy. The 
Home Office, meanwhile, has refused to state whether any 
push backs have taken place so far. 

Body found in Channel off Calais
The remains of a suspected migrant were found on Friday 
10th in the water off Calais, media reported. An investigation 
to identify the remains has been opened in France, and it is 
thought that the body was recovered in the nets of a local 
fishing vessel. 

IOM fatality figures record increase in loss of life
InfoMigrants reported on Dec. 10th that the IOM had report-
ed that on migration routes to and within Europe, the 2,720 
deaths recorded make it the deadliest year in the region 
since 2018. The Central Mediterranean crossing has claimed 
at least 1,315 lives so far this year. At least 937 people died on 
the Atlantic route to the Spanish Canary Islands - more than 
any previous year for at least a decade. Boats often disap-
pear without a trace: invisible shipwrecks could account for 
hundreds of lives lost in addition to the deaths recorded on 
this route.

Macron says smugglers have made Med a shameful cem-
etery
France’s President Macron has discussed the EU’s battle 
againts human trafficking in a speech about the French presi-
dency of the EU. Macron said the EU was, “fighting against 
human smugglers who have made the Mediterranean a 
shameful cemetery”, AnsaMed reported on Dec. 9th. Macron 
added that there would be a summit for January 17th-18th 
to improve relations with African states which may also help 
to mitigate the issue of migrants leaving countries there to 
cross the Mediterranean via places such as Libya. 

The current migrant smuggling situation

A week with very little to report on the water. There have been 
no significant migrant crossing reports in the English Channel 
or Mediterranean in the period observed. However, IOM has re-
leased figures which state that at least 1315 people have lost 
their lives in attempts to cross the Mediterranean this year. UN-
HCR figures state that 1,598 people have been reported as dead 
or missing, so the true figure is likely to be higher still. News that 
the EU is to hold a summit with African nations is welcome, al-
though the key to preventing crossings remains in the hands of 
Libya and its neighbours.

Report documents shocking accounts of Libyan Coast Guard’s 
involvement in migrant killing, kidnapping
A report by Euro-Mediterranean Rights Monitor released on 
Monday 13th has made a series of claims about the Libyan 
Coast Guard and militias placed in charge of detention centres 
in the country. “Complex persecution: Complemented system 
of oppression and exploitation of migrants and asylum seekers 
in Libya,” lists violations by the Libyan authorities including inhu-
mane treatment, extortion and detention. One report included 
suggested that the Libyan Coast Guard had left six people on 
board a vessel after rescuing the other occupants. The fate of 
the six is not known, but it is thought that they perished. 

Two detained after UK boat’s fatal collision off Sweden
Two people have been detained after a UK cargo ship collided 
with a Danish boat in the Baltic Sea off the Swedish coast, killing 
at least one person. Prosecutors are investigating allegations of 
gross negligence and gross drunkenness at sea involving the 
UK-flagged Scot Carrier. Two crew members on the Scot Car-
rier were found to be over the limit. Rescue teams searched for 
hours by sea and air after the much smaller Danish boat, Karin 
Hoej, capsized, BBC News reported on Dec. 13th.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
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Control of Northern Libyan territory (June  2020)

Source: Wikimedia Commons

Controlled by the Tobruk led government

Controlled by the Government of National Accord

Controlled by ISIS

Controlled by local forces

Controlled by Tuareg forces
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Libya
Despite the efforts of the international community to ensure Libya’s planned elections on Dec. 
24th go ahead, the process now looks likely to be delayed. The UK’s Guardian described the 
process as “close to collapse” on Dec. 12th, as the body overseeing the process said that it was 
unable to release a candidate list due to ongoing legal concerns. The news is a huge blow for 
countries that have invested so much hope and effort into the process. There are also concerns 
that any postponement will result in further conflict in the country. 

NOC reports significant revenue transfers
Libya’s NOC reported on Dec. 14th that it had transferred some 
$16,883 billion in oil revenues to the country’s interim govern-
ment over the last seven months. The news is a significant 
boost to the country’s economy, rocked by several years of 
civil war and which left the country’s oil infrastructure in a sig-
nificantly run down state. The NOC director said that he was 
hopeful more funds would be transferred before the year’s 
end, DeviDiscourse reported.

Libyan General Staff releases details on military meeting
The Libya Observer reported on Dec. 13th that the Chief of 
Staff of the Libyan Army, Muhammad Al-Haddad, had met 
with the commander of Haftar’s forces, Abdel Razek Al-Nadori 
fdor the first time on Saturday. “The friendly consultive meet-
ing centered on seven main themes,” the General Staff said in 
a statement Sunday. The meeting’s outcomes underlined that 
shedding the Libyan blood and internal strife is prohibited. It 
also stressed the importance of respecting the territorial in-
tegrity of the homeland and covered border security issues, 
combating illegal immigration and organized crime.

UN Condemns Forced Expulsions of Asylum Seekers
The United Nations’ Office of the High Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights had condemned the forced expulsion of asylum 
seekers and migrants by Libyan authorities, warning of the 
risks many face when returned to the homes they fled to es-
cape persecution. Two large groups of Sudanese are among 
those forcibly deported from Libya over the past month. Unit-
ed Nations monitors say most have been summarily expelled 
from the Ganfouda and al-Kufra detention centers. Both cent-
ers are controlled by the Interior Ministry’s Department for 
Combatting illegal Migration. The monitors say the Sudanese 
apparently have been transported across the Sahara Desert to 
the Libya-Sudan border and dumped there, VOA reported on 
Dec. 12th.

UNSMIL says Stephanie Williams has arrived in Tripoli
The UN Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL) has announced 
the arrival of the Special Advisor of the Secretary General, 

Stephanie Williams, to Libyan capital, Tripoli, the Libya Ob-
server reported on Dec. 12th. Williams will lead the offices and 
mediation efforts and engagement with Libyan, regional, and 
international actors, in close coordination with UNSMIL, to 
pursue the implementation of the three intra-Libyan dialogue 
tracks and support the holding of presidential and parliamen-
tary elections, the paper reported. 

EU allocates €1 million to support WFP programs in Libya
The World Food Programme has received a €1 million contri-
bution from the EU as part of its efforts to provide aid to Libya, 
the Libya Observer reported on Dec. 12th. UN air transport ser-
vices can now reach Benghazi, Misrata, Tripoli and Sabha, al-
lowing WFP to ship life-saving medical treatments and food 
aid into those areas. 

Libya searches for Gaddafi’s missing billions
BusinessWire reported on Dec. 10th that the Libyan Asset Re-
covery and Management Office had filed an application in New 
York Federal Court to discovery the whereabouts of billions of 
dollars in missing assets traced to the regime of Col. Gaddafi. 
The agency is part of the interim government and it is believed 
that as much as $100 billion in assets are currently listed as 
“missing”. “LARMO was created to recover the significant as-
sets stolen from the Libyan people. LARMO is now working to 
recover the billions Gaddafi stole for the benefit of all Libyans,” 
explained Anwar Arif, president of LARMO.

Withdrawal of troops from Libya should be gradual
Mikhail Bogdanov, Russia’s Deputy Foreign Minister, has said 
that Moscow is ready to help Libya’s 5+5 Joint Military Com-
mission in its efforts. Bogdanov addressed the issue of foreign 
troops in Libya, saying that troop withdrawal should be done 
in stages and gradually, in order to preserve the balance of 
forces on the ground. The remarks were made during a meet-
ing in Libyan officials in Moscow, the Libya Observer reported 
on Dec. 9th.

To read MAST’s Libyan Country report on MASTOPEDIA, 
please click here.
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Hijack

Kidnap

Approach/Attack

Suspicious Activity

Theft

Central and South America 
Nothing significant to report.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Standing advice: 
The repercussions of a vessel being caught acting as a mule 
with drugs stowed will depend on the type, amount and na-
tional laws, but may be disruptive and costly. When and if 
operating in these areas, especially Columbia and Peru, it is 
advised that: 
• Potential stowage areas such as rudder shafts are denied as 
far as possible, and/or routinely searched. 
• Access points are closely monitored by a vigilant watch for 
the duration of the vessel’s call at port. 

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/


 12

Note: The forecasts are correct as of the day before publication. For latest updates please follow the provided links. 
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Western North Pacific Ocean and South China Sea

Severe Weather Warnings 
Warnings detailed on this page are from the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) and are 
issued by respective Regional Specialised Metrological Centres, Tropical Cyclone Centres or Na-
tional Meteorological Services. For further information on severe weather warnings please click 
here.   
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