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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on:

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect 
the safety of commercial and private vessels and personnel 
ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil conflict 
are directly impacting on maritime operations; and

• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and 
other related criminal activity.
 
MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, 
accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is entrenched 
and committed in continuing to support
and promote the awareness of the very real risks that
seafarers and other stakeholders face.
 
This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of
MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence
specialises in providing clients with a suite of products and 
services, including; political and economic risk analysis, de-
tailed port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, 
threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management.
 
Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts,
MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertain-
ing to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter  to keep abreast 
with these insightful weekly reports and more —  
including real time security updates.

Editor: David Rider
www.mast-security.com
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Issue 312 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the fragile and conflict 
affected coastal states Libya, Somalia and Yemen. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, 
incidents affecting maritime security and influencing maritime news are also report-
ed and analysed, focusing on the keys theatres of maritime instability.  

MAST would like to wish all of our clients a very Merry Christmas to those who mark the occasion, and a very restful 
festive season to all. We hope that the difficulties presented by 2021 will ease as we enter 2022.

https://twitter.com/MAST_Security
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2987168?trk=tyah
https://www.facebook.com/Maritime-Asset-Security-and-Training-Ltd-MAST-362993160565911/timeline/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2987168?trk=tyah
https://twitter.com/MAST_Security
http://www.mast-security.com/
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
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Gulf of Guinea
Nigerian media report that Chief of Naval Staff, Vice Admiral Awwal Gambo, has completed dis-
cussions with his counterparts in the Ghana Navy on greater collaboration. They report that con-
versations were held about ways of further reducing the threat to shipping in the region, and that 
a further discussion about a standing multinational task force is underway. 

Incidents: 
1. On the 15th December at 2030 UTC, MDAT-GOG received 
a report that a cargo ship had been attacked by an unknown 
number of persons in position 01°59’N – 009°40’E (approxi-
mately 10NM from Bata, Equatorial Guinea). Investigation still 
ongoing at time of report. Reported by MDAT-GoG.
2. On Dec. 13th at 1427 UTC, a MV was boarded by an unknown 
number of persons in position 03°11’41N-007°49’02E. A Naval 
asset was dispatched to assist and secure the vessel. No fur-
ther details. Reported by MDAT-GoG.
3. On the 13th December at 0100UTC, five armed persons 
boarded a MV (NAME WITHHELD) whilst at Owendo anchor-
agem, position 00°17’04N-009°30’40E. The Gabonese local 
authorities dispatched reinforcements in order to secure the 
area.
4. On the 13th December at 0135 UTC, While at Owendo an-
chorage in position 00°17.15N-009°25.00E a MT reported a 
suspicious approach by a small boat with 12 persons onboard, 
ladders could be seen. The security team and the OOW raised 
the alarm causing the small boat to retreat. The Gabonese lo-
cal authorities dispatched reinforcements in order to secure 
the area.

NIMASA records 27 pirate attacks in Q3 2021
Nigerian media report that NIMASA’s figures for Q3 show 27 
attacks made by pirates in the country’s waters. Director Gen-
eral, NIMASA, Bashir Jamoh, disclosed this at the International 
Maritime Week 2021 with the theme: ‘Seafarers and Maritime 
Capacity at the Core of Africa’s Shipping Future’. “Crew kidnap-
pings in the region have dropped with only one crew member 
kidnapped in Q3 2021, compared to 31 crew members taken in 
five separate incidents during Q3 2020,” he said.

NSCDC arrests 40 suspected oil thieves in Rivers 
The Nigeria Security and Civil Defence Corps has said its op-

eratives arrested 40 suspected oil thieves from different parts 
of Rivers State, Nigerian media reported on Dec. 17th. A total 
of 10 tankers, nine boats, jerrcans and pipes were also con-
fiscated during the operation against oil theft. Outboard en-
gines were also seized by the agency, it was reported. as well 
as minibuses used by the thieves to transport themselves and 
stolen product.

Reps Order Probe Of Navy’s $195.3m Equipment Contract  
Despite its scope in terms of securing the country’s waters, 
questions are again being asked about Nigeria’s Deep Blue 
project, with the House of Representatives suggesting that 
money was taken from the Cabotage Fund. The Committee 
on Navy is to investigate whether the agreement is in line with 
the country’s laws and determine the actual amount of money 
spent.

For further information and to see MAST Services in the region, 
please click here. 

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures:

2021:
Incidents reported: 54 (MDAT-GoG/Others)
Crew kidnapped: 46 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)

2020: 
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)

2019: 
Incidents reported: 111 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew kidnapped: 121 (IMB)
Vessels hijacked: 4 (IMB)

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
https://mast-nigeria.com/
https://mast-security.com/africa/
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Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

IRGC Stages Massive Drill in Southern Iran
The Islamic Revolution Guards Corps launched a large-scale 
war game along the southern coasts of Iran on Monday 20th. 
The exercise, codenamed “Payambar-e Azam 17 (The Great 
Prophet)”, involves various IRGC units such as the ground force, 
the aerospace force, and the cyber-electronic division.The war 
game covers the coastlines of the southern provinces of Hor-
mozgan, Bushehr and Khuzestan. Tasnim News reported. The 
units taking part in the drill carry out offense operations at the 
strategic level to practice action against the origins of the hy-
pothetical enemy’s attack.

Sri Lankan navy arrests 55 Indian fishermen
The Hindu reports that on Sunday 19th, some 55 Indian fisher-
men and six vessels were sezied by the Sri Lankan Navy over 
claims that they had been fishing illegally in Sri Lankan waters. 
The incident took place near Delft Island and is one of a num-
ber of similar arrests this year in the IOR. This follows a report 
from Dec. 15th in which a Sri Lankan fishing boat was damaged 
during a collision with an Indian fishing boat suspected to be 
involved in illegal fishing. 

Iranian Navy Gets New Gear
A number of overhauled military aircraft, swimmer delivery ve-
hicles, and a destroyer that have been modernized by local 
experts joined the Iranian Navy’s fleet on Sunday 19th, Tasnim 
News reported. The equipment was handed over to Iranian na-
val forces during a ceremony joined by Deputy Chief of Iranian 
Army for Coordination Rear Admiral Habibollah Sayyari, Iranian 
Navy Commander Rear Admiral Shahram Irani and other sen-

ior military figures in Iran’s southern port city of Bandar Abbas.

Iran, Oman hold joint military exercises in Strait of Hormuz, 
Sea of Oman
Iran’s Press TV reported on Dec. 16th that the Iranian Navy and 
Royal Navy of Oman had held joint drills in the Sea of Oman 
and Strait of Hormuz. This was the ninth exercise the two 
countries have held and took place on Thursday. Iranian UAVs 
and helicopters joined naval vessels in the drills, which were 
intended to improve operations between the two navies.

EU NAVFOR signs MoU with regional states
On Dec. 16th, EU NAVFOR ATALANTA, the Regional Maritime 
Information Fusion Centre (RMIFC) in Madagascar and Region-
al Centre for Operational Coordination (RCOC) in Seychelles 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding to cooperate and 
contribute to the coordination of maritime security operations 
and to foster the sharing and exchange of maritime informa-
tion. “I am glad to witness this great landmark for all of us. I am 
confident that we will develop synergies that will help us to 
fulfil our missions in the most efficient way with a better under-
standing on how we can support each other both, now and in 
the future.” Vice Admiral José M. Núñez Torrente told the me-
dia.

To see MAST’s services in the Indian Ocean Region, please 
click here.

Indian Ocean Region
The USS Sirocco came to the aid of a burning vessel in the Gulf of Oman on Dec. 15th, rescuing 
five Iranian seafarers. The ship, operating as part of a counter-narcotics patrol, then discovered 
that the dhow was engaged in drugs smuggling at the time of the fire, Maritime Executive report-
ed. Prior to the fire, the boat had been identified as suspicious and was believed to be engaged in 
smuggling activities. Surveillance footage suggests that the crew set the fire themselves, when 
they realised they had been spotted. However, rather than burn the drugs, it set fire to the entire 
vessel.

MAST Note: This chart will be replaced as soon as Admiralty UK releases the updated version.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
https://mast-security.com/indian-ocean/
https://mast-security.com/indian-ocean/
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Control of Somali territory (Jan 2021) Source: Wikimedia 
Commons

Threat Assessment
There is a risk that complacency in some quarters has seen a reduc-
tion in PMSC presence in these waters that could result in a piracy 
success. A lack of adherence to BMP5 protocol, particularly not main-
taining a safe distance off the coast, has increased risks to shipping. 
Merchant vessels would be wise to maintain the same distance from 
the coast, particularly ensuring that the Socotra Gap isn’t taken. All 
vessels are advised to update risk assessments and register with 
UKMTO/MSCHOA prior to entering the Indian Ocean High Risk Area 
(HRA).
Analysis
The ongoing political spat between the Somali president and prime 
mininster once again threatens the country’s election process. The 
stalled elections are widely seen as a crucial step to a more stable 
Somalia, but have been seized upon by terror group, Al Shabaab, as 
an opportunity to strengthen its hold on parts of the country. In South-
west state, the group appears to operate with little resistance locally, 
installing its own governors in areas occupied by both AMISOM and 
SNA forces. 
In Galmudug state, the previously moderate Ahlu Sunna militia 
(ASWJ) has reportedly taken control of Guri’el town, with the backing 
of local clan elders, and are demanding a share of political power in a 
new headache for the country’s administration. Previously, the group 
had been influential in forcing Al Shabaab fighters out of major areas 
of Galmudug, so maintaining good political relations with the group 
is key for Somalia as it struggles to control Al Shabaab in the country. 
Hopes that the country could unite behind the elections continue to 
fade, and it may take much greater international pressure to resolve 
the current political deadlock in the country. 

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

 Under control of Al Shabaab and allies
 Under control of neutral forces
 Under control of Government and allies
 Somaliland Government
 Territory disputed by Puntland and Somaliland

Somalia
Al Shabaab terrorists have claimed responsibility for a deadly attack in Kenya, against a military 
base in Mandera region, Kenyan media reported on Dec. 17th. Reports of a fight at the base were 
carried by Somali Dispatch, which said that Al Shabaab’s radio channel reported several Kenyan 
casualties. However, Kenyan warplanes reportedly shelled known Al Shabaab hideouts after the 
incident, although it is additionally reported that civilian cattle herders may have been hit by mis-
take. Seven Kenyan soldiers are reported to have been killed in the attack on the base.

UN and partners launch 2022 humanitarian plan for Somalia
Roughly 7.7 million people in Somalia will need assistance and 
protection in 2022, a 30 per cent rise in just one year, the UN 
and partners said on Monday 20th, launching a nearly $1.5 bil-
lion Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) for the country.  The 
funding will support 5.5 million of the most vulnerable as So-
malia faces its third failed rainy season in a row, for the first 
time in 30 years. The UN has also released $17 million from 
its Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) to meet the im-
mediate needs of drought-affected communities, the UN re-
ported.

SPF, AMISOM secure parliamentary elections in Mogadishu
The police component of the African Union Mission in Somalia 
(AMISOM) and the Somali Police Force (SPF) on Sunday 19th 
secured the election of the first four members of the Somali 
federal Parliament representing clans from Somaliland. The 
election, which took place at General Kaahiye Police Academy 
in the capital Mogadishu, was jointly secured by SPF and AMI-
SOM Police. The two forces are tasked with providing security 
in the ongoing elections in Somalia.

PM to convene council to discuss election
Critical Threats reported on Dec. 17th that Somali PM, Mo-
hamed Hussein Roble, is to convene the country’s National 
Consultative Council to address election concerns. There have 
been claims of fraud and vote rigging, and Roble and Federal 
Member State presidents are reportedly due to discuss the 

process and its security arrangements. It is believed the group 
will meet this week. However, on Dec. 18th, it was reported that 
he had also sacked and quickly replaced seven members of 
the Dispute Resolution Committee, amid ongoing electoral 
chaos, according to a report by Garowe Online. 

Germany Grants 12 Million Euro Top Up for the Somalia Hu-
manitarian Fund
Dalsan Radion reported that Germany is to provide 12 million 
Euros to the Somalia Humanitarian Fund, doubling their initial 
contribution to the fund. The money will be used for humani-
tarian aid during the ongoing drought, All Africa reported. The 
announcement follows another top up of 7 million Euro for ac-
tivities of the World Food Program (WFP) last week. Together 
with other additional funding Germany’s total contribution for 
humanitarian assistance in Somalia in 2021 amounts to over 64 
million Euros.

Somalia accused to sending troops to Ethiopia
Garowe Online reported on Dec. 19th that accusations that 
Somalia and Eritrea have deployed troops to Ethiopia to help 
the country’s fight against the Tigray Defense Forces have in-
creased in recent days. It said that the UN is now “questioning” 
the decision by both countries not to support an investigation 
into the ongoing war in Ethiopia.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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Control of Yemen territory (September 2020)

Source:  Wikimedia Commons
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Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP)

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

Controlled by Southern Transitional Council

Yemen
Critical Threats report that Houthi rebels fired at least six ballistic missiles at targets in Saudi 
Arabia on Dec. 15th-16th. Five were fired toward King Khalid Airbase, with two destroyed by air 
defence systems. Houthis claimed that at least one had hit a ‘warplane hangar’, although there is 
no confirmation of any damage from Saudi sources. Additional reports said that a ‘projectile’ was 
also fired at an industrial area in Jizan.

Coalition forces target Yemeni airport in air strike
Saudi-led coalition forces have carried out an air strike on an 
airport in the Yemeni capital of Sanaa on Monday 20th. The 
coalition claimed that the airport’s facilities were being used to 
launch cross-border attacks. The strikes hit six targets, spokes-
man Brigadier General Turki al-Malki said, including areas used 
for launching attacks by drones, training drone personnel, 
housing trainers and trainees, and storing drones. “Destroying 
these targets will not have any effect on the operational ca-
pacity of the airport, and will not affect managing the airspace, 
the air traffic, and ground handling operations,” Gen Malki said 
in a statement. BBC News reported.

Iran, Sweden Review Plans for Settling Yemen Crisis 
Ranking diplomats from Iran and Sweden discussed ways to 
resolve the crisis in Yemen and ensure the establishment of 
ceasefire and peace in the Arab country. Sweden’s Special En-
voy for Yemen Peter Semneby and Ali Asghar Khaji, the Iranian 
Foreign Minister’s senior adviser in special political affairs, held 
a meeting in Tehran on Saturday. The two diplomats discussed 
Yemen’s latest domestic developments and the areas where 
Iran and Sweden can cooperate regarding the Yemen crisis, 
Tasnim News reported on Dec. 19th.

UN Mission appeals for calm in Hodeidah
The UN Mission to Support the Hodeidah Agreement (UNM-
HA) has called for a de-escalation in fighting in order to pre-
serve and protect civilian life, Middle East Monitor reported on 
Dec. 19th. “UNMHA appeals to the parties to de-escalate the 
situation and take all measures to avoid incidental loss of civil-
ian life, injury to civilians, and damage to civilian objects,” the 
UN mission said in a statement on Twitter. The UN estimates 
that more than 25,000 Yemenis have been displaced in Hu-
daydah last month, after coalition forces left their positions in 
the area and fighting increased.

Saudi allows medical evacuation of Iran Yemen envoy
AFP reported on Dec. 18th that Saudi coalition forces had 
agreed to allow Iran’s ambassador to the Houthi movement 
to leave the country to receive medical attention. Reports had 

suggested that the ambassador was suffering from Covid-19. 
He was evacuated out on an Iraqi aircraft and was believed to 
be in Baghdad, reports stated. Iran is the only government in 
the region which recognises the Houthi rebel movement.

Houthi rebels kill 14 Sudanese soldiers
AFP reported pon Dec. 17th that as many as 14 Sudanese sol-
diers, fighting with the Saudi coalition, were killed in action by 
Houthi forces near Yemen’s northwest border with Saudi Ara-
bia. Houthi forces attacked coalition sites in Haradh on Thurs-
day, where the Sudanese forces were supporting the coalition.

US Navy ship test fires laser weapon off Yemen coast
The Daily Sabah reported on Dec. 16th that the US Navy had 
conducted its first regional test of a laser weapon at sea on 
Wednesday 15th. According to reports, the USS Portland test-
fired a Laser Weapon System Demonstrator at a target in the 
Gulf of Aden. The Navy’s Mideast-based 5th Fleet described 
the laser as having “successfully engaged” the target in a 
statement.

UN agency begins Covid vaccine rollout for 7,500 stranded 
migrants
The IOM has begun a programme of vaccination for migrants 
trapped in Aden and Marib, the Saudi Gazette reported on Dec. 
16th. IOM’s Chief of Mission, Christa Rottensteiner, explained 
that “immunizing people on the move is key to combatting the 
spread of the disease.” An estimated 36,000 migrants have 
been stranded on their journeys due to mobility restrictions, 
nearly 3,500 in Ma’rib alone. Many are sleeping in overcrowded 
and unsanitary conditions where the virus can easily spread, 
the paper reported.

MAST recommends BMP measures be enforced and watches 
strengthened during transits in the region.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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South East Asia
The German Navy entered the South China Sea for the first time in 20 years last week, as the 
frigate Bayern transited the region, using what the German government described as ‘common 
trade routes’. The ship is en route for Singapore, media reports said, although the move will un-
doubtedly cause annoyance in Beijing. The news comes as the PLA Navy conducts several live 
fire tests in the South China Sea.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

MMEA on the hunt for 12 tanker crew after RM4.86m diesel 
robbery
The MMEA in Johor is hunting for 12 suspects following a si-
phoning robbery in the waters off Kota Tinggi, Malaysian me-
dia reported on Dec. 21st. 12 men, crew on an Indonesian car-
go ship, are believed to have been involved in the theft. The 
MMEA director has received a red notice from Interpol regard-
ing the theft of diesel from the MT Ocean Pride in October this 
year. The vessel was found without its crew and an estimated 
1,800,305 litres of diesel missing. The suspect’s identities are 
known to the authorities, media said.

Indonesia faces rising Chinese pressure at sea
Indonesia may be looking at increased friction at sea with Chi-
na, media reports suggested on Dec. 20th. The cause is a joint 
British-Russian consortium who hope to develop a natural gas 
discovery and lay a pipe across the North Natuna Sea to link 
with a network in Vietnam. This follows drilling done 10km 
from Indonesia’s EEZ boundary, but within the nine-dash line 
China claim as its own territory.

Hundreds dead in typhoon-hit Philippines
At least 375 people are now known to have died after a power-
ful storm struck the Philippines on Thursday, police say. Super 
Typhoon Rai - with winds of about 195km/h (120mph) - sent 
some 400,000 people running for safety when it hit the coun-
try’s south-eastern islands. At least 500 people were injured 
and 56 others have been reported missing by local police. 
Rescue teams have described scenes of “complete carnage”, 
BBC News reported on Dec. 20th. The Philippines Coast Guard 
and Navy have been heavily involved in rescue operations.

MMEA to strengthen surveillance in eastern Johor
The MMEA is to step up surveillance off Johor, after identifying 
it as a key route for people smugglers. Since May last year, the 
MMEA’s Sea Surveillance System has logged 1,110 suspicious 
activities at sea, the MMEA reported. MMEA director-general 
Maritime Admiral Datuk Mohd Zubil Mat Som said the agency 
would strengthen its presence at the country’s maritime bor-
der.

Reservists boost Sulu community defense
300 Tausug tribe members have finished a 45-day Basic Citi-
zen Military Training course run by the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines and will now bolster the country’s defences against 
the Abu Sayyaf Group terror organisation, Philippine media 
reported on Dec. 18th. The reservists will become part of the 
Army’s future structure, a regular force supported by a strong 
reservist force, in the fight against the terror group. The plan is 
to train as many as 600 civilians to support the country’s mili-
tary efforts in Sulu and keep Abu Sayyaf at bay.

Philippines Customs destroys smuggled cigarettes
The Bureau of Customs at Zamboanga port has destroyed over 
8,000 containers of cigarettes, valued locally at P300  million, 
Philippine media reported on Dec. 17th. The smuggled items 
were seized in anti-smuggling operations in the Zamboangan 
peninsula and Sulu region this year. Smuggling of goods and 
narcotics remains a significant issue in the region, due to the 
number of small islands and waterways.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
https://www.mast-security.com/
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    Migrant crossings 2017-2021. Source:  UNHRC
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European Waters
More than 900 people have crossed the English Channel in small boats over two days, the UK 
Home Office has confirmed. On Thursday 16th, 559 people were picked up off the Kent coast after 
making the crossing in 19 boats, and on Friday 358 people crossed in 10 boats. Over the two days 
the French authorities stopped 564 people from setting off. More than 27,700 people have made 
the crossing in small boats so far this year, compared to 8,400 in 2020.

France, UK authorities face manslaughter lawsuit over 
deaths of migrants in Channel boat tragedy
The humanitarian organisation, Utopia 56, has launched legal 
action to determine whether French or UK authorities were in 
some way responsible for the deaths at sea of 27 migrants in 
the English Channel in November. The Paris prosecutor’s of-
fice confirmed that they had received a manslaughter lawsuit 
from the group. 

Empty migrant boat recovered from the sea in Shoreham
The Argus reports that the RNLI recovered a large, unoc-
cupied boat from the Channel on Sunday, raising fears that 
people may have lost their lives at sea. The large inflatable 
boat was seen in photos, partially deflated. The paper further 
reported that two kayaks were found adrift off Calais on the 
same day. 

RNLI rescue migrants in Channel
The UK’s Daily Mail reported on Dec. 19th that an RNLI life-
boat crew located a migrant boat in poor weather conditions. 
Fog had reduced visibility in the Channel, making the route 
even more dangerous for small boats. The RNLI rescued 45 
people and brought them ashore, where they were met by 
Border Force officials for processing. 

French Navy rescues migrants at sea
Two French Navy vessels and two lifeboats were used on 
Thursday 16th to rescue 138 people in the Channel whose 
boats had got into difficulties, media reported. They were re-
turned to France and met by Police and French authorities 
after the rescue. 

German rescue ship picks up 223 migrants near Malta
Sea-Eye, the German NGO which conducts rescue opera-
tions in the Mediterranean, reported that they had picked up 
223 people from vessels in distress off Malta. The rescues 
were conducted in four operations from Thursday 16th con-
ducted in the Malta SAR zone. The group said: “Malta has 
again failed to fulfil its obligation to coordinate and solve 
maritime emergencies,” Arab News reported.

Tunisia navy rescues 78 migrants, one dead
Arab News reported on Dec. 17th that the Tunisian Navy had 
rescued 78 people whose boat sank off the coast of Tunisia 
last week. They also recovered one body from the water. The 
migrants had set off from Zawara, Libya, it was reported, be-
fore getting into difficulty some 20km off the coast of Sfax, 
Tunisia. The rescued migrants were taken to the port of El-
Ketef for processing.

One-year-old migrant crosses Mediterranean ‘alone’
Highlighting the desperation felt by people who become mi-
grants, TRT World reported on Dec. 19th that a one-year-old 
boy made the Mediterranean crossing without his parents, 
on a boat along with adults which landed at Lampedusa, 
Italy on Friday 17th. The other passengers had no idea who 
the child was, saying only that his parents had begged them 
to take him. 

The current migrant smuggling situation

No updates for December so far by UNHCR, although media 
reports suggest that the past week has once again seen a surge 
in crossings in both the English Channel and Mediterranean 
regions. The discovery of empty watercraft in the Channel are 
particularly disturbing, given November’s tragic loss of life. The 
situation in Libya remains unchanged, with people smugglers 
and militia still able to operate with apparent will from areas 
such as Zawara. It is possible that the elections in Libya - if held 
this month - may lead to a clampdown, but it remains unlikely 
at this stage unless there is political will and, possibly, some as-
sistance from the EU.

Frontex: Migrant arrivals in EU up 60%
Frontex has reported that the route between Italy and Malta on 
the European side, along with Tunisia and Libya, saw a significant 
increase in arrivals this year. Figures for Jan-Nov show 64,000 
arrivals in the Central Mediterranean, which is an increase of 89 
percent on 2020 and a huge 380 percent more than 2019, In-
foMigrants reported on Dec. 20th. In the month of November 
alone, there were 8,337 arrivals on this route, 55% more than in 
November 2020 and 492% more than in November 2019. How-
ever, the make up of migrants has also changed over the years, 
with Frontex saying that the largest national groups came from 
Tunisia, Egypt and Bangladesh. 

IOM: 466 migrants rescued off Libyan coast in past week
The IOM reported on Monday 20th that 466 people had been 
rescued off the coast of Libya in the last seven days. “In the peri-
od of December 12-18, 466 migrants were rescued/intercepted 
at sea and returned to Libya,” IOM said, according to a report 
by China’s Xinhau news agency. So far in 2021, a total of 31,456 
migrants, including women and children, have been rescued, 
while 509 died and 831 went missing off the Libyan coast on the 
Central Mediterranean route, according to the organization. On 
Tuesday 21st, Associated Press reported that 160 migrants had 
drowned in separate shipwrecks off Libya in the past week.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
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Control of Northern Libyan territory (June  2020)

Source: Wikimedia Commons

Controlled by the Tobruk led government

Controlled by the Government of National Accord

Controlled by ISIS

Controlled by local forces

Controlled by Tuareg forces
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Libya
After reporting high revenue results last week, the NOC has announced that production at four 
Liyban oil fields have been shut down, leading the organisation to declare force majeure on 
crude exports from two of the country’s ports. No crude will leave Zawai and Mellitah ports, Up-
stream Online reported on Dec. 20th. This is a result of the Petroleum Fuel Guards (PFG) closing 
down operations at the fields, it was reported. The reasons for their actions are unclear, although 
it is thought that it may be part of ongoing political infighting between elements within the NOC 
and government. 

Libya candidates ask commission to reveal reasons for elec-
tion delay
Despite no official announcement of a delay to the country’s 
election process, Africa News reported on Dec. 20th that a 
group of candidates have already said that they expect the 
polls to be delayed. 17 potential candidates issued a joint 
statement on Monday, where they said that they believed a 
delay was now inevitable. The group urged the electoral com-
mission to “reveal the reasons why there will be no election 
on the date set”, and called on it to “publish a final list of can-
didates”.

Tensions in Fezzan reported
Africa Report said on Dec. 20th that tensions in Sebha, the 
capital of Fezzan, were increasing. The strategic southern cap-
ital is reportedly the sight of a power struggle between pro-
Haftar forces and the government of national unity, all while 
forces loyal to Gaddafi reportedly ‘reshuffle’ their tribal alli-
ances. Clashes have been reported between pro-government 
and Haftar’s Madkhalist Tariq Bin Ziyad forces, suggesting the 
ceasefire in the country remains extremely tenuous. 

Libyan Navy personnel receive training from Turkey
Almost 900 Libyan Navy personnel have now received train-
ing from their counterparts in the Turkish Armed Forces, the 
Libya Observer reported on Dec. 19th. Colonel of the Turkish 
Armed Forces (TAF) and Commander of Al-khums Joint Mari-
time Training Center, Tanar Vural, said that “The TAF contin-
ues its training, cooperation and consultancy activities in Libya 
within the scope of the Memorandum of Understanding on 
Security and Military Cooperation signed between Turkey and 
the legitimate Libyan government at the United Nations (UN) 
in November 2019.”

Pro-Haftar delegation meets architect of Libyan-Turkish 
maritime agreement
Members of Libya’s House of Representatives met with the 
former Chief of Staff of Turkey’s Navy, Admiral Cihat Yayci, on 
Saturday 18th, the Libya Observer reported. Yayci informed 
the Libyan delegation of the maritime space that their country 

gained under the agreement, saying that it is in the framework 
of the “win” approach between the two neighboring countries. 
The group included some Haftar supporters who had been 
opposed to the agreement at the time, other sources reported. 

Al-Mishri: International pressure behind efforts to postpone 
Libya elections
While there has been at the time of writing, no official word on 
postponing the elections in Libya, the Libya Observer reported 
on Dec. 18th that the Head of the High Council of State, Khalid 
Al-Mishri, accused ‘foreign parties and ambassadors’ of med-
dling in the election process and of attempting to pressure the 
elections commission and other bodies to hold elections with 
“flawed laws”. He added that the elections could not be held 
on time, during an interview on Libyan TV. 

UNSMIL denies preparing a new Libya roadmap
The Libya Observer reported on Dec. 19th that a spokesman 
for UNSMIL, the UN Support Mission in Libya, had denied so-
cial media news about statements attributed to the Advisor of 
the UN Secretary General on Libya, Stephanie Williams, pre-
paring a new roadmap for Libya elections. Jean Alam said the 
news is misleading and untrue as part of fake news to derail 
the mediation efforts.

Libyan Joint Military Committee Meets With UN Envoy  
A militia blockade of the interim government’s headquarters 
in Tripoli appears to have ended Thursday, amid strong ten-
sions in the Libyan capital just over a week before scheduled 
presidential elections. U.N. envoy Stephanie Williams met with 
key military leaders to try to prevent any violence which might 
jeopardize the elections. U.N. special envoy to Libya Steph-
anie Williams met with rival political and military forces from 
eastern and western Libya in the port city of Sirte Thursday 
afternoon, hours after an Islamist militia group ended its siege 
of interim government headquarters in the capital Tripoli, VOA 
reported on Dec. 16th.

To read MAST’s Libyan Country report on MASTOPEDIA, 
please click here.
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Hijack

Kidnap

Approach/Attack

Suspicious Activity

Theft

Central and South America 
Nothing significant to report.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Standing advice: 
The repercussions of a vessel being caught acting as a mule 
with drugs stowed will depend on the type, amount and na-
tional laws, but may be disruptive and costly. When and if 
operating in these areas, especially Columbia and Peru, it is 
advised that: 
• Potential stowage areas such as rudder shafts are denied as 
far as possible, and/or routinely searched. 
• Access points are closely monitored by a vigilant watch for 
the duration of the vessel’s call at port. 

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
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Note: The forecasts are correct as of the day before publication. For latest updates please follow the provided links. 
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Nothing significant to report.

Severe Weather Warnings 
Warnings detailed on this page are from the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) and are 
issued by respective Regional Specialised Metrological Centres, Tropical Cyclone Centres or Na-
tional Meteorological Services. For further information on severe weather warnings please click 
here.   
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