
Making the world a safer place to live & work

Weekly Security & Risk Report
26th January 2022



MAST Intelligence

This report is copyright of Maritime Asset Security and Training (MAST) © 2022. All rights reserved.

This report is intended to provide general information about maritime intelligence topics but does not provide individual 

advice and the creators assume no liability for the accuracy, completeness or adequacy of any information contained herein, 

or though links you will find in it. Furthermore, using this report or sending MAST emails does not create a service provider- 

client relationship. It is intended only as an introduction to ideas and concepts only. It should not be treated as a definitive 

guide, nor should it be considered to cover every area of concern or regarded as an advice.

If you copy from this report, you have to refer to Maritime Asset Security and Training (MAST) Ltd as the source of the copied 

material. You may not, except with our express written permission, commercially exploit the content.

MAST UK +44 (0) 1279 216 726     operations@mast-security.com      mast-security.com

Maritime Asset Security and Training (MAST) Ltd, Thremhall Park, Start Hill, Bishop’s Stortford, Herts, CM22 7WE

West Africa

Indian Ocean  
Yemen, Somalia

European  Waters

UK Domestic

International Incidents

Industry and SIA Updates



Mast Services  2
Gulf of Guinea  4
Indian Ocean Region 5
European Waters 6
Somalia & Yemen 7
UK & London Security News 8
Global and Industry Security News 9
 
 
 

The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful weekly reports and more —
including real time security updates.
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Issue 316 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-affected coastal 
states of Somalia and Yemen and associated waters, as well as ongoing issues facing the 
maritime industry in West Africa. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, security issues facing the 
UK and incidents affecting maritime security are also reported and analysed.
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Gulf of Guinea

A Nigerian judge has expressed his dismay after a group of suspected oil thieves was handed a far softer 
sentence than he believed they deserved. The Miscellaneous Offences Act 2004 carries life imprisonment upon 
conviction but the arrested oil thieves are now going to walk free after paying N2,000 fine each, despite being 
caught with 4,000 metric tonnes of stolen crude oil, TSJ reported on Jan. 21st.

Incidents: 
1. MDAT-GoG reported on Jan. 25th that a vessel is 
believed to have been hijacked by armed pirates on 
Jan. 25th at 2021 UTC in position 0315N-0238W. It 
is believed that pirates hijacked the tanker before 
stealing cargo and fleeing. Ship and crew now 
reported safe. Reported by MDAT-GoG.

Pirates threaten hostages
Pirates in Nigeria released a group of hostages last 
week, the Daily Post reported on Jan. 21st. Their 
boat was hijacked on waterways between Calabar 
and Oron beach on Jan. 17th. The hostages were 
blindfolded on their release, but warned that the 
pirates’ other victims face the threat of death unless 
ransom money is raised this week. The driver of the 
boat has been taken into custody, but told the media 
that the pirate gang was heavily armed. It’s thought 
the pirates may be holding as many as 12 other 
hostages. 

NCDMB, Navy Collaborate to Enforce Oil 
and Gas Act
Nigeria’s Content Development and Monitoring 
Board (NCDMB) and the Navy have reached 
agreement on collaboration and enforcement of the 
Nigerian Oil and Gas Industry Content Development 
(NOGICD) Act. As a result, it is hoped that the use of 
non-compliant vessels will drop, and it will be easier 
for the Navy to intercept illegal vessels at sea and 

curb smuggling activities, Business Post said on Jan,. 
21st.

How onslaught against oil thieves 
increased illegal refining in Niger Delta
Oil thieves in Rivers State, who have seen significant 
pressure from authorities, are creating increased air 
pollution as they switch to refining product. Demand 
for crude is at a very low level, forcing the gangs to 
refine their stolen goods. The pollution this causes 
is now more widespread, The Guardian reported 
on Jan. 22nd. In a related story, the Premium Times 
reported on Jan. 20th that Rivers Police reportedly 
clashed with personnel from the Nigeria Security 
and Civil Defence Corps (NSCDC) at an alleged oil 
site. Around 20 NSCDC personnel prevented police 
from accessing the site. NSCDC report that the site is 
actually a holding marina for storing detained boats 
and oil bunkering equipment. Police later disarmed 
the NSCDC staff and entered the site.

For further information, please click here.

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures

2022
Incidents reported: 1 (MDAT-GoG/Others)

2021
Incidents reported: 56 (MDAT-GoG/Others) 

Crew kidnapped: 46 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)

2020
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG) 

Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)
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Indian Ocean Region

France 24 reported on Jan. 21st that China’s PLA Navy, along with assets from the Russian and Iranian navies, 
had taken part in anti-piracy drills in the Indian Ocean last week. France 24 reported that two Iranian tankers 
had been attacked by pirates in October and November last year.

Incidents
1.  Underway chemical tanker reported three 
suspicious small boats 1310 UTC in vicinity of 
position 12:09N - 044:19E, approx 53nm SW of Aden, 
Yemen. A larger vessel sighted within 3nm. Small 
craft passed tanker at CPA 1nm. Master alleged a 
ladder was sighted on one small boat. Reported 
(UKMTO) 20th Jan. 

Pakistan welcomes new vessel
The Pakistan Navy has taken delivery of PNS Tughril, 
one of the most advanced vessels in its surface 
fleet. Built in China, the new ship is the first of four 
planned by the Navy. Featuring the latest weapon 
systems, the 4000 ton vessel is multi-mission 
capable, the Pakistan Navy said. 

US Navy interdicts stateless vessel
US Navy 5th Fleet vessels have intercepted a 
stateless fishing vessel in the Gulf of Oman which 
was caught smuggling weapons in 2021. The dhow 
was leaving Iranian waters when US personnel 
conducted a VBSS. They found 40 tons of fertiliser, 
which could be used to make explosives. The dhow’s 
cargo and five Yemeni crew were handed over to the 
Yemen Coast Guard on Jan. 21st. 

Royal Navy seizes illegal narcotics in Gulf 
of Oman
The Combined Maritime Forces reported on Jan. 
23rd that HMS Montrose, operating as part of CTF 
150, had intercepted a dhow smuggling narcotics 
in the Gulf of Oman on Jan. 15th. Crew from HMS 
Montrose seized 663 kilograms of heroin, 87 
kilograms of methamphetamine and 291 kilograms 
of hashish and marijuana worth a combined U.S. 
street value estimated at $26 million. HMS Montrose 
has been operating in the region since 2019 from 
Bahrain and periodically rotates its crew.  Also 
reported was news that command of CTF 150 has 
now been handed over to the Pakistan Navy.

Indian Foreign Secretary Shringla calls 
for boosting India-German cooperation 
German Navy frigate, FGS Bayern arrived in Mumbai 
on Friday 21st, and will take part in a passing exercise 
with the Indian Navy, media reported. Indian Foreign 
Secretary, Harsh Vardhan Shringla, said that the 
efforts of the two countries to ensure maritime 
security in the region were shared and welcomed 
the commitment of the new coalition government in 
Germany. 

For further information, please click here.
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European Waters

The UK’s Daily Mail reported on Jan. 23rd that Border Force and Coast Guard personnel had rescued at least 
100 migrants who ran into ‘severe’ difficulties crossing the Channel. They also reported that there are concerns 
that the Home Office may reduce reporting on crossing numbers to four times per year.

Ireland raises concern about Russian 
naval exercises within its airspace
As tensions over Russia’s activities at the border 
with Ukraine continue, the Irish government has 
expressed concern about Russia’s planned live fire 
exercises some 240km off Ireland’s south-west coast, 
The Independent reported on Jan. 23rd. While the 
exercises are not illegal under UNCLOS, concerns 
over the location and timing remain.

German police on the lookout for 
migrant smugglers buying inflatable 
boats
The Brussels Times reported on Jan. 23rd that 
German police are working with their colleagues 
in France to track the purchase of inflatable boats 
and outboard engines, both used by traffickers 
to smuggle people across the Channel. The UK, 
France and Germany have come together to track 
and monitor sales in order to break up trafficking 
gangs. French police say that around 90 per cent of 
the equipment used by smugglers is now sourced in 
Germany, the paper reported.

UK drafting plan to detain male migrants 
found at sea
The Times reported on Jan. 22nd that the UK 
government is drawing up plans which would allow 
officials to detain male migrants who attempted to 
cross the Channel and place them in immigration 
detention centres after being intercepted at sea. 
Arab News reports that UK officials believe this will 
help to deter people from making the crossing. 
Currently, under international law, migrants cannot 
be lawfully detained. Those intercepted at sea fall 
into this category, while actually landing on British 
soil is illegal under UK law.

Belgian court jails trafficking gang 
leader over migrant lorry deaths
A court in Belgium has sentenced a Vietnamese man 
to 15 years in prison for his role in the smuggling of 
39 migrants who died in a lorry in 2019, France 24 

reported on Jan. 20th. Vo Van Hong was found guilty 
of leading a cross-Channel smuggling group. At least 
15 of those who died had been through the Belgian 
people smuggling network.

French police play cat and mouse with 
would-be stowaways
Despite new fencing and monitoring systems, French 
police continue to try to clamp down on people 
attempting to smuggle themselves into the UK by 
hiding in trucks. Sky News reported on attempts 
by the police in Calais to stop their efforts at the 
port on Jan. 21st. The low-cost method of crossing 
remains popular, particularly as smuggling gangs 
charge large amounts for boat crossings, which are 
far more risky. One French policeman said that the 
situation had worsened over the last four or five 
months, which suggests that last year’s tragedy in 
the Channel, where 27 people died, have had an 
impact on migrants in the area.

Italy rescues more than 300 migrants 
from boat in distress
Reuters reported on Jan. 21st that Italian rescue 
services had saved over 300 people from an 
overcrowded boat which experienced difficulties off 
Lampedusa. Two Italian Coast Guard vessels reached 
the boat and were able to disembark the passengers, 
despite fears their vessel could capsize.

Hundreds picked up by NGO rescuers
InfoMigrants reported on Jan. 20th that at least 200 
migrants had been rescued by NGO vessels between 
Jan. 20th and 21st. The Geo Barents and Mare Jonio 
had been involved in the rescues off the coast of 
Libya, it said.

For further information, please click here.

https://mast-security.com/maritime-security/
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Somalia & Yemen

The U.S. Embassy in Mogadishu is pleased to announce the arrival of Ambassador Larry E. André, Jr., the 
Embassy wrote on Jan. 24th. Ambassador André arrives at a crucial time for Somalia’s federal elections.  He 
welcomes the commitment of Somalia’s leaders to complete the House of the People elections by Feb. 25th.

AMISOM to become ATMIS
The Somali government and African Union agreed 
on Jan. 22nd to reconfigure AMISOM. It will become 
the African Union Transitional Mission and include 
personnel from Somalia’s police and government 
forces as the country prepares to manage its own 
security matters in Dec. 2023.

Uganda troops not paid for 10 months
In news that could damage the country’s fight 
against the Al Shabaab terror group, it has emerged 
that Ugandan troops serving with AMISOM have not 
received pay for 10 months, Garowe Online reported 
on Jan. 25th. Uganda’s MoD revealed the news on 
Jan. 24th. Uganda has around 4,500 soldiers serving 
with AMISOM in the Horn of Africa, Garowe Online 
wrote.

US still training Somali Special Forces
Despite the American withdrawal under former 
President Trump, US forces continue to train 
Somalia’s Danab Special Forces, Garowe Online 
wrote on Jan. 25th. They cited comments made 
by General Stephen Townsend of Africom. There 
are thought to be around 100 US trainers currently 
in Somalia. “If increased pressure is not applied to 
Al Shabaab, I’m concerned there’s going to be a 
significant Al Shabaab attack,” he told VOA.

An End to Somaliland-Somalia Faltering 
Talks
Talks between the governments of Somaliland 
and Somalia have been suspended by the former, 
MenaFN reported on Jan. 24th. Somaliland’s Foreign 
Affairs Minister, Esse Kayd, said that a lack of 
seriousness on the part of Somalia was the reason 
they had abandoned the talks, which have been 
ongoing for ten years. The talks have been held in 
London, Ankara and Djibouti with various mediators. 
However, progress appears to have been limited.

UN condemns deadly air strike on Yemen 
prison
The UN has condemned an air strike on a Yemen 
detention centre that has killed more than 70 
people. The facility in Saada, a stronghold of the 
rebel Houthi movement in north-western Yemen, 
was hit on Friday 21st. UN Secretary General Antonio 
Guterres said in a statement that the “escalation 
needs to stop”. In a statement on Saturday, the 
Saudi-led coalition fighting Houthi rebels in the 
country denied it had carried out the air strike. The 
coalition also said the site was not on a list of targets 
to avoid that had been agreed with the UN and had 
not been reported by the Red Cross.

UAE intervention raises stakes in 
Yemen’s 7-year war
The UAE spent much of the last year on the sidelines 
of the war in Yemen, the FT noted on Jan. 25th. 
However, last week’s attack on the country by Houthi 
forces, which left three oil workers dead, has further 
raised the stakes in the war, the FT said. There is little 
expectation that UAE forces will once again move 
into the country, but analysts told the FT that it was 
likely that the UAE would do everything in its power 
to ensure its safety. Houthi forces reportedly fired 
missiles at a base in the UAE on Monday. The attack 
was unsuccessful.

Arab League seeks Yemen rebel 
‘terrorist’ designation
Following Houthi attacks on the UAE, the Arab 
League has called for the organisation to be 
labelled a ‘terror’ group. In a statement following an 
extraordinary meeting, the League called the Houthi 
attacks “a flagrant violation of international law,” the 
Jordan Times reported on Jan. 23rd.

For further information, please click here.

https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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UK Security News

After a series of news and social media reports of women being ‘spiked’ by injection in UK nightclubs, the SIA 
and Police Scotland have both said that they had received no intelligence of spiking by needle, Vice reported on 
Jan. 20th.

Liverpool bomber had asylum claim 
rejected six years before attack
Emad al-Swealmeen, who died attempting to 
detonate an IED in a hospital car park in Liverpool 
in 2021, had been rejected for asylum in the UK six 
years earlier, The Guardian reported on Jan. 24th. 
Two applications were rejected in 2014 and again in 
2020, leading to questions as to why he was allowed 
to remain in the country for so long.

UK man found guilty of inciting terrorism
Abubaker Deghayes, of East Sussex, was found guilty 
last week of encouraging terrorism at the Old Bailey. 
Deghayes had reportedly promoted “jihad by sword” 
in a speech given to worshippers at the Brighton 
Mosque and Muslim Community Centre. Ben Lloyd, 
for the prosecution, told the jury that the speech was 
not given “innocently or lively”, the Evening Standard 
said on Jan. 20th.

Darlington boy youngest to be convicted 
of terror offence
A schoolboy has become the youngest person 
in the UK to be convicted of terror offences. At 
Westminster Magistrates’ Court, the 14-year-old, 
who cannot be named, admitted three counts of 
possessing information useful to a terrorist. The boy, 
from Darlington, was arrested in July last year when 
he was 13 as part of an investigation into extreme 
right-wing terrorism, BBC News reported on Jan. 
20th.

UK can join EU biometric surveillance 
without Parliamentary scrutiny
Despite leaving the EU, the UK can still join European 
biometric surveillance schemes, such as pan-
European facial recognition databases, without 
involving parliament, Biometric Update reported 
on Jan. 20th. The UK can join policing and security 
projects under the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation 
Agreement, they wrote.

Far-right terror: Group used 3D printer to 
make pistol parts, court told
Four people accused of being members of a far-right 
cell “celebrated racist violence” and made pistol 
parts using a 3D printer, a court has heard. Daniel 
Wright, 29, Liam Hall, 31, and Stacey Salmon, 29, 
all from Keighley, West Yorkshire, deny multiple 
terrorism-related offences. Samuel Whibley, 29, of 
Derwen Deg, Menai Bridge, Anglesey, also denies 
terrorism offences. The trial at Sheffield Crown 
Court is expected to last five weeks, BBC News 
reported on Jan. 21st.

London News
Woman stabbed to death and man killed 
by vehicle
A 43-year-old woman has been stabbed to death 
and a man killed after being hit by a vehicle in west 
London. The woman was stabbed in Chippenham 
Road, in Maida Vale, just after 09:00 GMT, the 
Metropolitan Police said. When officers arrived to 
reports of the stabbing, they also found a man, 41, 
had been hit by a vehicle. Both died at the scene. 
Detectives have arrested the driver of the car, a 
26-year-old man, on suspicion of murder. BBC News 
reported on Jan. 24th.

Selfridges stab horror as two men 
hospitalised in fight at Oxford Street 
store
The Evening Standard reported on Jan. 22nd that a 
fight that broke out in Selfridges, Oxford Street, left 
two men with multiple stab wounds on Friday 21st. 
Shoppers were left shaken after the fight, with Met 
Police reporting that two men had been arrested.

For further information, please click here.
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Global Security News

A lone gunman has killed one person and seriously injured three others inside a lecture hall at Heidelberg 
University in the south-west of Germany, before shooting himself dead. He was an 18-year-old German student, 
BBC News said on Jan. 24th.

Ukraine: US troops on alert as West 
voices unity
US President Joe Biden has said there is “total 
unanimity” with European leaders over Russia’s 
troop build-up on its border with Ukraine. During 
crisis talks on Monday, Western powers agreed to 
“unprecedented” sanctions against Russia if it were 
to invade. The US has also put 8,500 troops on alert, 
which Russia said caused it “great concern”. It denies 
having any plans for an invasion, BBC News reported 
on Jan. 25th.

UK Special Forces join efforts to end 
Syrian siege
UK media outlets reported on Jan. 25th that UK 
Special Forces had been deployed to assist US 
coalition forces in Syria, as they attempt to end a 
prison siege conducted by ISIS. There are growing 
fears that the terrorists inside the prison are now 
using 850 children within the prison as human 
shields. Over 150 people are said to have been killed 
since at least 100 Islamic State fighters attacked the 
prison in Hasaka last week. 

Indonesia: 19 killed after gangs fight
Sky News reported on Jan. 25th that 19 people 
have been killed in a gang fight that broke out at 
an Indonesian nightclub and led to a fire. Two rival 
gangs attacked each other at the bar in East Sorong, 
using Molotov cocktails and machetes. One person 
died from stab wounds and rescuers found a further 
18 bodies after the fire on Monday. 

Burkina Faso military seizes power
The military in Burkina Faso says it has seized power 
and overthrown President Roch Kaboré, multiple 
media reports stated on Jan. 24th. Sources cite 
the government’s inability to deal with an ongoing 
Islamist insurgency in the country, which has led to 
worsening security. The coup comes after troops 
entered Ouagadougou, the nation’s capital. The 
ruling People’s Movement for Progress had said 
that both the President and another minister had 

survived assassination attempts overnight. 

Two Canadians shot dead at upscale 
Mexican resort
Two Canadians have been shot dead and another 
injured after a dispute among guests at a hotel 
resort near Cancún, Mexico, local security officials 
say. Gunfire erupted on Friday at the Hotel Xcaret 
Mexico in the tourist town of Playa del Carmen, 
about 70km (45 miles) south of Cancún on the 
Caribbean coast. The attacker, a hotel guest, is still 
at large and a manhunt is underway, BBC News 
reported on Jan. 22nd.

Hostage taking at synagogue classified 
as terrorism
The US government on Friday 21st finally labelled 
the hostage taking incident in Colleyville, Texas, as 
an act of anti-Semitic terrorism, US media reported. 
Jill Sanborn, Assistant to the President for Homeland 
Security, said that the FBI is treating the incident as 
an act of terror targeting the Jewish community. The 
attacker, Malik Faisal Akram, from the UK, was killed 
by the FBI during the standoff.

Industry and SIA News
Security Industry Association to Assume 
Leadership of National Capital Region 
Security Forum
The Security Industry Authority (SIA) announced on 
Jan. 18th that the National Capital Regional Security 
Forum (NCRSF) will become part of SIA this year. 
NCRSF is a network of professional security providers 
and associated industry personnel who connect on a 
monthly basis to share leads and ideas, SIA said in a 
statement.

For further information, please click here.
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