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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful weekly reports and more —
including real time security updates.
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Issue 317 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-affected coastal 
states of Somalia and Yemen and associated waters, as well as ongoing issues facing the 
maritime industry in West Africa. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, security issues facing the 
UK and incidents affecting maritime security are also reported and analysed.
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Gulf of Guinea

The Nigerian Navy interdicted a group of drug smugglers near Lagos harbour last week, arresting 20 foreigners 
during the operation and recovering 268 bags of cannabis. During the press conference, the Navy also reported 
that they seized three drums of suspected stolen oil product from the group. 

Incidents: 
1. Two robbers boarded an anchored crew boat, 
stole ships equipment and escaped with their 
accomplices in a canoe at 0025 UTC in position 
Luanda Anchorage, Angola. Port authorities notified. 
Reported (IMB) 23rd Jan.

Nigerian Navy recovered N67bn worth of 
crude, AGO in 2021
The Nigerian Navy reported on Jan. 31st that it 
arrested 44 vessels suspected of involvement in 
illegal bunkering which led to the recovery of some 
N55.1 billion worth of crude oil, as well as N11.8 
billion of AGO (diesel) in 2021. 

Rivers govt destroys 27 illegal refinery 
sites, arrests eight
As part of an ongoing clampdown on illegal 
refineries in the Rivers State, local Nigerian media 
report that a special anti-bunkering task force 
destroyed 27 illegal refinery sites in the past week. 
They also arrested eight people for suspected 
pipeline vandalism in the area. The campaign against 
illegal refineries is being spearheaded by the Rivers 
State Governor, Nyesom Wike.

CSM teams up with French Navy on 
security
ShipInsight reported on Jan. 27th that Columbia Ship 
Management (CSM) and the MICAO Center operated 

by the French Navy had signed an agreement called 
a voluntary naval cooperation protocol. The protocol 
means improved maritime domain awareness for 
CSM when operating in high risk areas, such as the 
Gulf of Guinea. 

Nations join forces to fight illegal fishing 
in Gulf of Guinea
Ghana, Togo and Benin have created a pact to tackle 
illegal fishing in the Gulf of Guinea, Defence Web 
reported on Jan. 27th. Togo and Benin completed 
their first joint patrol operation in mid-December, 
funded by the EU Improved Regional Fisheries 
Governance in West Africa (PESCAO) scheme. As 
well as joint patrols, the countries will improve 
information sharing. 

EU to extend Coordinated Maritime 
Presences (CMP)  programme
Nigerian media reported on Jan. 25th that the EU 
intends to extend the CMP programme, which will 
enable member states to deploy warships to the 
Gulf of Guinea, helping to stem piracy in the region. 
The EU noted that apart from Nigeria, none of the 
coastal navies in the region can operate the required 
patrol boats to respond to incidents. 

For further information, please click here.

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures

2022
Incidents reported: 3 (MDAT-GoG/Others)

2021
Incidents reported: 56 (MDAT-GoG/Others) 

Crew kidnapped: 46 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)

2020
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG) 

Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)
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Indian Ocean Region

Naval News reported on Jan. 31st that an outbreak of Covid has placed a strain on South Korea’s Cheonghae 
Unit, also known as the Somali Sea Escort Task Group. On Jan. 27th, 35 members of the group on board the 
ROKS Choe Yeong tested positive for the virus.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

HMS Montrose in second major drug 
seizure
For the second time in 10 days, United Kingdom 
Royal Navy warship HMS Montrose (F236) interdicted 
a stateless fishing vessel transporting illegal drugs 
in the Gulf of Oman, Jan. 24th. HMS Montrose 
was conducting a counter-narcotics patrol when it 
seized 150 kilograms of heroin, 250 kilograms of 
methamphetamine and 665 kilograms of hashish 
worth a total estimated U.S. street value of $18 
million.

Pakistan, US hold naval drill in Indian 
Ocean
The Pakistan and US navies held joint drills in the 
northern Indian Ocean, Pakistan said on Thursday 
27th. Operations undertaken included tactical 
exercises such as releasing a hijacked vessel and SAR 
drills. The US Navy conducted further drills, including 
VBSS exercises, Pakistan Today reported.

Enemy Aware of Iran’s Naval Power: 
Commander
Deputy Chief of Iran’s Army for Coordination Rear 
Admiral Habibollah Sayyari highlighted the country’s 
naval power, saying the enemy is aware of this might.
Today the enemy maintains its distance from the 

Iranian Navy, which means it knows Iran’s naval 
power, the senior army official said at a ceremony 
held in the port city of Bandar Abbas on Thursday to 
see off the Iranian Navy’s 80th flotilla of worships, 
Iranian media outlet, Tasnim News reported on Jan. 
27th.

India concludes combined forces 
exercises
India concluded a 20-day joint maritime exercise 
on Jan. 25th. Paschim Lehar (XPL-2022) took place 
off India’s west coast, under the command of the 
Western Naval Command, and featured units from 
the Indian Coast Guard, Air Force and Army, as well 
as naval assets. In related news, Bloomberg reported 
on Jan 28th that India is carrying out more warship 
patrols in the region than ever, as it sends a clear 
message to China about the region. Bloomberg 
estimates that there are 125 foreign naval vessels in 
the Indian Ocean at present, around three times the 
number prior to 2001.

For further information, please click here.
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European Waters

The UK Home Office has admitted that it operated an unlawful, secret policy of seizing cell phones from 
migrants who crossed the Channel. The High Court in London is currently hearing a case on the issue. 
Prosecution lawyers believe that thousands of phones may have been unlawfully seized since 2018.

Nearly 900 illegal immigrants rescued off 
Libyan coast in past week: IOM
Xinhau reported on Feb. 1st that the IOM had said 
that almost 900 people had been rescued off the 
coast of Libya in the past week. 

Dublin Port cocaine seizure sees €3.1m 
of drugs found in refrigeration unit of 
vehicle
Irish authorities seized 45kg of cocaine at Dublin 
port, the Irish Mirror reported on Jan. 29th. The 
drugs were located in a refrigeration unit inside a 
vehicle by Customs and Garda officials and sniffer 
dogs. The drugs are estimated to be worth €3.1 
million. A 46-year-old man was arrested at the scene. 

More than 300 migrants rescued off 
Spain’s Canary Islands
Spanish authorities reported on Jan. 26th that 
rescuers had saved more than 300 people who were 
trying to reach the Canary Islands, with a number 
of them found clinging to an almost sunken vessel. 
On Twitter, rescuers reported saving 319 migrants 
who were travelling in six boats, one of which held 
120 people. They were taken to Lanzarote and Gran 
Canaria for processing by the authorities. A total of 
22,316 migrants arrived illegally in the Canaries in 
2021, InfoMigrants said.

30 migrants feared dead after shipwreck 
off Tunisia
InfoMigrants reported on Jan. 28th that it was 
believed as many as 30 people may have drowned 
following a shipwreck off Tunisia. The IOM report 
that six bodies have so far been recovered, but 
that many other occupants of the boat, which left 
Libya with 70 on board, may have perished. The 
Tunisian Defense Ministry reported that it had been 
a very busy period, with eight migration attempts 
intercepted in 48 hours off the city of Sfax. 130 
people were taken into custody. 

Royal Navy cannot solve English Channel 
migrant crisis, MPs told
A former patrol boat commander has warned MPs at 
the House of Commons Defence committee that the 
Royal Navy is not capable of stopping the migrant 
crisis in the English Channel. Arab News reported on 
Jan. 27th that Tom Sharpe, who served for 27 years, 
told the committee: “If you fill the Channel with ships 
you could make this problem worse because you’re 
now making the crossing safer, and therefore more 
attractive. In terms of what the navy’s got right now, 
as I say they could use anything, but there is no fat, 
there is no spare capacity.”

Ocean Viking Migrant Ship Released By 
Italian Port
SOS Mediterranee confirmed on Jan. 28th that their 
rescue ship, the Ocean Viking, has been released by 
Italian authorities following inspections. The group 
plans to return to rescue ops in the Mediterranean. 
The ship was detained by the authorities on Jan. 
11th, who cited various technical ‘irregularities’ 
which could compromise vessel safety. All of 
those issues have now been attended to. “We are 
preparing to resume our search and rescue operation 
in the central Mediterranean as soon as possible,” 
SOS Mediterranee said in a statement.

165 illegal migrants voluntarily deported 
from Libya to Niger
Libya has repatriated 165 citizens of Niger, Xinhau 
reported on Jan. 27th. “After approval of the head 
of the Illegal Migration Control Department, a flight 
took off from Misurata City to Niger for a voluntary 
return of 165 illegal migrants, including women 
and children,” Hussain al-Turki, head of the Illegal 
Migrants’ Deportation Department of the Misurata 
International Airport, told Xinhua. The operation was 
conducted in coordination with the IOM, Libya said. 

For further information, please click here.

https://mast-security.com/maritime-security/
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Somalia & Yemen

Somalia’s escalating drought is creating a massive displacement crisis. 245,000 people have already fled their 
homes, with numbers projected to reach up to 1.4 million as the drought worsens. The Norwegian Refugee 
Council has warned that lives will be lost without urgent preventative action.

NGOs call upon donors to urgently fund 
Somalia drought crisis
7.7 million people are in urgent need of humanitarian 
assistance, and current Somalia humanitarian appeal 
is underfunded by a staggering 98%. Despite this 
unprecedented need, less than 2% (26.3m USD) 
needed to respond to the crisis has been funded 
to date. Only a few donors have contributed so 
far: CERF (mostly Norway), the US Government, 
Germany, the EU, Canada and Switzerland. This was 
the warning from 28 NGOs in a joint statement 
issued on Feb. 1st.

A Somalia Court Overturns Earlier PM 
Decision to Return Confiscated UAE 
Money
In a new twist likely to strain relations between the 
two countries, a Somali court ruled on Jan. 30th 
that $9.6 million confiscated from a private plane in 
Somalia in 2018 will not be returned to the UAE. The 
court’s decision coincided with a visit to the UAE by 
Somalia’s Prime Minister. There has been no official 
comment by the Somali government and it remains 
unclear whether the court actually has jurisdiction in 
the matter.

Somalia Hopes to Reconstitute its Air 
Force with Renewed US Partnership
The Somali Air Force used to fly MiG-17 and MiG-21 
fighters. However, it has been some time since they 
had any aircraft and now rely on US and African 
Union air power. Reconstituted in 2015, it is now 
hoped within Somalia that the US will assist them 
with training and, hopefully in the future, aircraft. 
“We need the air force to support the land force, to 
support the government, to assist when disasters 
happen,” he said. “To secure our airspace and sea,” 
Somalia Air Force Brig. Gen. Ali Mohamed Mohamud 
told the media, Air Force Mag reported on Jan. 27th.

Taiwan sends vaccines to Somalia
Taiwan has sent 150,000 doses of its new Covid 
vaccine, Medigen, to Somalia, Swiss Info reported 

on Jan. 31st. The consignment, part of the Taiwan 
government’s “Taiwan can help, Taiwan is helping” 
programme, arrived in the country on Sunday 30th. 

France strongly condemns Houthi missile 
attacks on Abu Dhabi
France strongly condemns the Jan. 31st missile 
attacks on Abu Dhabi, for which the Houthis claimed 
responsibility. They follow Houthi attacks on the 
Emirates on Jan. 17th and 24th. These repeated 
attacks, which are absolutely unacceptable, threaten 
the UAE’s security and regional stability. France 
reaffirms its solidarity and support for its Emirati 
partner, as well as its determination to work for 
regional security and stability.

Yemen: Call for independent probe into 
deadly prison air-strikes
Air-strikes last week by the Saudi-led coalition in 
Yemen that hit a detention facility in the northern 
city of Sa’ada, killed some 91 people and injured 
dozens more, the UN human rights office, OHCHR, 
said on Friday 28th, citing preliminary figures. 
OHCHR Spokesperson Rupert Colville said staff from 
its Yemen office were in Sa’ada this week as part of 
an inter-agency mission, and the information they 
collected “paints a chaotic and desperate picture” in 
the wake of the air-strikes. 

Hundreds of Houthi rebel child soldiers 
dead in Yemen war - UN
Nearly 1,500 children recruited by Yemen’s Houthi 
rebels died in fighting in 2020, and hundreds more 
the following year, the UN says. In a report to the 
Security Council, experts said rebels were still 
recruiting children, using summer camps and a 
mosque to spread their ideology. They added that 
air strikes on the rebels by Saudi-led forces were still 
inflicting many civilian casualties.

For further information, please click here.

https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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UK Security News

The UK is to deploy armed counter terrorism officers on British cross-Channel ferries this summer, The Guardian 
reported on Jan. 31st. The armed officers, from the Civil Nuclear Constabulary (CNC), will be posted on ferries 
from Dover and those running between Newcastle and the Netherlands. 

Court approves £5.6m seizure over 
money laundering
The National Crime Agency can seize £5.6m from 
a sophisticated global money laundering scheme 
involving UK companies, a court has ruled. Financial 
investigators can take the money from the London-
based family of Javanshir Feyziyev, an MP in the 
Azerbaijan parliament. The NCA had hoped to seize 
over £15m but hailed Monday’s ruling a success. 
The investigation was launched after the exposure 
of a corruption scandal dubbed the Azerbaijani 
laundromat, BBC News reported on Jan. 31st.

Birmingham terrorist who plotted soldier 
beheading denied parole
A terrorist who plotted to kidnap and behead a 
British Muslim soldier is to remain in prison after the 
Parole Board decided he should not be released. 
Parviz Khan, from Birmingham, was handed a life 
sentence, with a minimum of 14 years at Leicester 
Crown Court in February 2008 after pleading guilty 
to the plan. The board said it was “not satisfied” Khan 
was suitable for release.

Britain’s youngest Islamist terrorist back 
behind bars
The UK’s youngest Islamist terrorist, who was jailed 
for plotting a beheading and massacre aged just 
14, has been returned to prison. The Independent 
reported on Jan. 29th that the boy had intended 
to attack people at an Anzac Day event in Australia 
in 2015. Sentenced to life in prison at Manchester 
Crown Court in 2015, he is now in his 20s and was 
arrested last month after being eligible for parole in 
2020. He was found to be in breach of the terms of 
his licence. 

UK drops terrorism case against 
teenager over trafficking fears
The National reported on Jan. 27th that an 
investigation into the youngest girl in the UK to be 
charged with a terror offence has been dropped. 
There are concerns that the girl, who was accused of 

possessing manuals for bomb- and firearm-making 
may be the victim of trafficking and could have been 
groomed online by a US extremist. A trial planned for 
August had been postponed, but the Home Office 
now believes that she had been groomed and that 
there was little prospect of conviction. 

London News
Four jailed after armed police seize gun 
stash in Dagenham raid
On Friday 28th, four men were jailed at Woolwich 
Crown Court after police stopped a vehicle in Sept. 
2020 and recovered four handguns, the Evening 
Standard reported. Officers had been watching a 
premises when they saw items being placed into 
a car. The subsequent investigation also found 
additional firearms at addresses connected to the 
vehicle. The men received sentences of between 
seven and 12 years in prison on a range of charges, 
including possession of a firearm with intent to 
endanger life. 

East London businessman guilty of 
turning would-be assassin in murder plot
A London businessman, who travelled to the 
Netherlands with the intention of killing a 
Rotterdam-based blogger, has been found guilty 
of conspiracy to murder, the Evening Standard 
reported on Jan. 30th. Police found over 2,000 
messages between Muhammad Gohir Khan and 
his co-conspirator. Khan believed he would receive 
£80,000 for the killing. He failed to find his victim in 
the Netherlands and was arrested on his return to 
the UK by the Met’s counter-terror officers. 

For further information, please click here.

https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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Global Security News

The US State Dept. has issued a warning to Americans considering travel to the UAE. The ongoing missile and 
drone attacks against the country, by Houthis in Yemen, are thought to be the reason for the move. 

Prison Attack in Syria’s North-East Proof 
That ISIL/Daesh a Resurgent Threat to 
Regional Stability
The recent prison attack in north-east Syria serves 
as a reminder that Islamic State in Iraq and the 
Levant (ISIL/Daesh) still poses a grave threat in the 
region, across Africa and beyond, the Head of the 
United Nations Office of Counter-Terrorism told 
the Security Council on Jan. 28th in a late-breaking 
meeting called by the Russian Federation. “We need 
consistent, coordinated and comprehensive efforts 
across countries, sectors and disciplines, anchored 
in human rights and the rule of law, to address 
terrorism in all its forms and manifestations,” 
Under-Secretary-General Vladimir Voronkov told 
representatives of 20 nations who gathered in the 
Chamber for an update on recent events.

Egyptian villagers return home in North 
Sinai as terrorism defeated
Xinhau reported on Jan. 31st that inhabitants from 
the North Sinai governate of Sheikh Zuweid are 
returning to their homes after terrorism there had 
been eradicated. Fierce fighting between Egypt’s 
armed forces and terror groups over the last seven 
years had seen locals flee the region. However, the 
government has now allowed residents to return, as 
the threat of terrorism has receded.

Burkina Faso junta dismisses army and 
spy chiefs
A day after the African Union joined regional bloc 
Ecowas in suspending Burkina Faso as member over 
last week’s coup, reports indicate that the military 
junta that took power has dismissed the army and 
intelligence chiefs. The former army chief, Brig Gen 
Gilbert Ouédraogo, has been replaced by the head 
of the junta Lt Col Paul-Henri Damiba - who will also 
serve as the country’s president. The junta - which 
is officially known as the Patriotic Movement for 
Preservation and Restoration (MPSR) - also sacked 
intelligence chief Sr Col Francois Ouédraogo. In 
related news, France reported that its forces had 

killed almost 60 Islamic militants in the country in the 
days leading up to the coup.

Dutch embassy in Kenya issues 
warning about Nairobi terrorist attack 
possibilities
The Netherlands embassy in Kenya warned Dutch 
people resident in the country on Jan. 28th that the 
threat of a terror attack has increased, following 
intelligence received from the French government. 
The threat is considered credible, ambassador 
Maarten Brouwer wrote on Facebook. According to 
Brouwer, it involves an attack “on Western targets 
and civilians” in the coming days.

3 security personnel killed by Daesh 
terrorists in SW Libya
Suspected Daesh/ISIS terrorists have killed three 
Libyan security personnel, The Daily Sabah reported 
on Jan. 28th. The incident took place in the desert, 
700km from Tripoli, when terrorists targeted their 
patrol. The Libyan government said that their forces 
killed four terrorists and destroyed their vehicle.

Industry and SIA News
2022 SIAcademy LIVE! Courses
Video Security Systems (Feb. 22nd-March 10th)
In this technical learning series, we cover 
essential aspects of video surveillance systems 
as an integrated security solution. Learn about 
basic camera systems design, functionality and 
deployment and take a deep dive into device 
hardening, video authentication and data protection 
for hard-wired and networked video equipment. To 
learn more, please click here.

For further information, please click here.

https://www.securityindustry.org/professional-development/siacademy-live/
https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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