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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful weekly reports and more —
including real time security updates.
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Issue 318 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-affected coastal 
states of Somalia and Yemen and associated waters, as well as ongoing issues facing the 
maritime industry in West Africa. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, security issues facing the 
UK and incidents affecting maritime security are also reported and analysed.
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Gulf of Guinea

The Nigerian Navy have arrested 13 suspected oil thieves and recovered around three million litres of stolen 
oil in a raid on two camps in Rivers State. Personnel from NNS Pathfinder conducted the operation on Feb. 4th, 
part of ‘Operation River Dominance,’ launched by the navy in support of Rivers Government’s campaign against 
illegal refineries.

Incidents: 
1. On the 02nd February 2022 at 0116UTC in position 
04°54’N-001°41’W, a theft occurred on an MV (NAME 
WITHHELD) whilst at Takoradi anchorage. An intruder 
attempted to board the vessel through the hawse 
pipe, after being noticed, the alarm was raised and 
the intruder fled. Reported by MDAT-GoG.
2. On the 31st January 2022 at 0130UTC, one theft 
occurred on a passenger boat (NAME WITHHELD) 
in position 08°47N-013°15E at Luanda Anchorage. 
The intruders were spotted by the crew who raised 
the alarm, causing the intruders to escape. Port 
authorities were informed. Reported by MDAT-GoG.
3. On 29th January 2022 (unknown time), a 
passenger boat (NAME WITHHELD) underway 
between Bata and Malabo in position 02°05N-
009°35E, was approached by armed attackers on 
a speed boat. An exchange of gunshot fire was 
reported between the armed security team and 
the attackers. Vessel and crew were reported safe. 
Reported by MDAT-GoG.
4. Two crew boats alongside each other were 
boarded by three unauthorised persons while at 
anchor at 0110 UTC in position 08:47.5S – 013:15.2E, 
Luanda Anchorage, Angola. Duty crew on routine 
rounds noticed the unauthorised persons and 
immediately raised the alarm. Upon hearing the 
alarm and seeing the alerted crew, the unauthorised 
persons escaped with their accomplices in a canoe. 
Nothing reported stolen. Incident was reported to 

the Port Authorities. Reported (IMB) 29th Jan. 

Three Crewmembers Survive Explosion 
on FPSO
Three crew on board the FPSO Trinity Spirit when it 
exploded and partially sank off the Nigerian coast 
on Wednesday 2nd have been found alive, Nigerian 
media reported. One body has so far been recovered 
of the seven crew reported missing. The ship, built 
in 1976, was converted into an FPSO in 1997 and 
had been deployed under charter to SEPCOL, in the 
Ukpokiti oil field, Maritime Executive reported. 

Nigerian Navy deactivates 175 illegal 
refineries, arrests 27 vessels
The Nigerian Navy’s statistics for 2021 show that 
naval personnel destroyed 175 illegal refinery 
sites and arrested 27 vessels on suspicion of illegal 
bunkering in an 11-month period in 2021, Nigerian 
media reported. During the period, 35,384,718 
tonnes of diesel was also recovered from illegal 
refinery operations, the Navy reported.

 

For further information, please click here.

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures

2022
Incidents reported: 8 (MDAT-GoG/Others)

2021
Incidents reported: 56 (MDAT-GoG/Others) 

Crew kidnapped: 46 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)

2020
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG) 

Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)
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Indian Ocean Region

The Middle East region’s largest maritime exercise commenced Jan. 31st during a ceremony at U.S. 5th Fleet’s 
headquarters in Bahrain. International Maritime Exercise (IMX) 2022, is an 18-day biennial naval training event 
led by U.S. Naval Forces Central Command. Israel will attend the drills for the first time.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Indian sailors aboard Rwabee seized by 
Houthis last month are safe: MEA
India’s Ministry of External Affairs has reportedly 
been in contact with the Houthi rebel group to 
confirm that the crew of the MT Rwabee, seized 
by the rebel group in the Red Sea, remain in good 
health. The Hindustan Times reported on Feb. 
4th that the 11 crew (seven of whom are Indian 
nationals), are safe. 

9 arrested as Sri Lanka Navy seizes 
foreign vessel carrying drugs
Xinhua reported on Feb. 3rd that the Sri Lanka 
Navy had interdicted an illegal narcotics smuggling 
vessel at sea, arresting nine foreign sailors who had 
thrown their consignment of drugs over the side. 
On questioning, the crew said that they had been 
carrying around 200kg of heroin. The incident took 
place around 2000km off Dondra, Sri Lanka, as part 
of an intelligence-led operation. 

New naval militia unit ‘augments Iran’s 
regionwide export of terrorism’
Reports from Iranian opposition parties suggest 
that Iran is building a new maritime militia, which 
could carry out smuggling or terror operations 
in the region. The National Council of Resistance 
of Iran claimed on Feb. 3rd that the Quds Force 

is conducting six-month training programmes for 
candidates who will conduct deniable operations 
outside the country. 

US to deploy fighter jets, Navy destroyer 
to UAE after missile attacks
The US is to deploy the USS Cole to the UAE 
following a series of Houthi missile and drone attacks 
on the country, Al-Monitor reported on Feb 2nd. 
Fighter aircraft will also support the UAE during 
the ‘current threat’, the US Defence Dept. said in a 
statement. 

Op Atalanta representatives attend EU-
India maritime security dialogue
The meeting was co-chaired by Ms Joanneke 
Balfoort, Director for Security and Defence Policy at 
the EEAS, and Mr Sandeep Arya, Joint Secretary for 
Disarmament and International Security Affairs at the 
Indian Ministry of External Affairs. It was intended to 
strengthen collaboration and cooperation between 
India and EU NAVFOR staff, EUNAVFOR reported on 
Feb. 1st.

For further information, please click here.
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European Waters

The Royal Navy will not take part in ‘push back’ operations in the English Channel, the MoD has confirmed. They 
will, however, liaise with Border Force personnel who may feel they are an appropriate tactic, according to a 
Tweet by the MoD on Feb. 2nd.

Greece pushed back some 16,000 
migrants in 2021
Turkish newspaper, Hurriyet Daily News reported on 
Feb. 6th that Turkish Coast Guard personnel rescued 
23,676 migrants at sea in 2021, while stating that 
Greece had ‘pushed back’ 15,794 of them. Data 
from the Turkish Coast Guard suggests that some 
619 push back operations into Turkish waters were 
conducted in 2021. 

Tunisian navy rescues 163 migrants off 
east coast
Euractiv reported on Feb. 6th that the Tunisian Navy 
had rescued 163 people at sea on Sunday 6th. The 
operation took place 7.5 miles off the east coast 
of the country, and the majority of those rescued 
were Tunisian, the media outlet said. The rescued 
were taken to Sfax port and handed over to the 
authorities. 

1,971 migrants died or disappeared in the 
Mediterranean in 2021
Sunday Feb. 6th was “CommemorAction” Day, and 
NGO groups in Malta came together in the harbour 
in Senglea, to remember the 1971 people who lost 
their lives in the Mediterranean in 2021. “We call on 
EU institutions to offer strong assistance measures 
to ensure Malta and other Member States can offer 
the safety and dignity migratory peoples are entitled 
to,” the NGOs said.

EU states look to strengthen migration 
management across the bloc
InfoMigrants reported on Feb. 4th that a meeting 
of EU Interior Ministers on Feb. 3rd had seen a new 
Schengen Council created, as well as proposals 
that member states accept either higher levels of 
migration or pay towards other member states which 
do. Migration remains a hotly contested issue in the 
bloc, and the new council is reportedly meeting for 
the first time on March 3rd. 

16 migrants missing after boat saved off 
Canary Islands
Spanish rescuers believe that as many as 16 people 
may be missing, after they saved 41 people from 
a boat off the Canary Islands, Expatica reported 
on Feb. 3rd. “According to testimony from the 40 
migrants who were rescued… another 16 people fell 
into the water off Fuerteventura,” a spokeswoman 
told AFP. Caminando Fronteras, a Spanish NGO, 
stated that 4,404 people died or vanished while 
trying to reach Spain in 2021.

Spain: More than 4,100 migrant arrivals in 
January
InfoMigrants reported on Feb. 3rd that Spain had 
seen at least 4,115 migrants arrive in the country 
in January, an increase of 42.3 per cent on 2021. 
The majority of those arrivals took place in the 
Canary Islands, InfoMigrants reported. The data was 
supplied by the Spanish Ministry of the Interior. 

A hit against criminal network smuggling 
migrants from Greece to Germany
Last week, officers from the German Federal Police 
CIU Halle (Bundespolizei CIU Halle) and Hellenic 
Police/Aliens Division of Attica (Elliniki Astynomia), 
supported by Europol, targeted an organised 
crime group involved in the smuggling of migrants 
from Greece to Germany and other EU countries, 
Europol reported on Feb. 4th. When the COVID-19 
pandemic resulted in the limitation of flights, the 
criminals shifted their smuggling routes, opting for 
transportation via boat across the Mediterranean.
 

For further information, please click here.

https://mast-security.com/maritime-security/
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Somalia & Yemen

The African Union Commission (AUC) said Monday 7th that it had appointed Fiona Lortan as the deputy special 
representative of the Chairperson of the African Union Commission Somalia and deputy Head of Mission. 
Xinhua reported.

UK announces additional drought 
support to Somalia 
The UK’s Special Envoy for Famine Prevention and 
Humanitarian Affairs, Nick Dyer, visited Somalia 
this week to call for a concerted effort to prevent 
millions of people losing their lives to the threat of 
famine. While in Somalia, Mr Dyer announced an 
additional $8 million (£5.5 million) package of UK 
support to deal with the effects of the drought. This 
is in addition to the $10 million announced by the 
UK’s Minister for Africa, Vicky Ford in January 2022.

Turkey extends troop mandate in Gulf of 
Aden, Somalia, Arabian Sea
Middle East Monitor reported on Feb. 6th that 
Turkey is likely to extend its deployment of forces 
in Somalia and the Arabian Sea/Gulf of Aden until 
February 2023. This includes naval forces deployed 
to provide security coverage to Turkish-flagged 
vessels transiting the region, MEMO said.

10 killed by landmine in Somalia
Ten civilians died when a minibus they were traveling 
in hit a landmine in Jubaland State, Somalia on Friday 
4th. Deqow Abdinur Aden, an army commander 
in Jubaland State in southern Somalia, said the 
passenger bus was heading to the southern port city 
of Kismayo when it was hit by the landmine, Xinhua 
reported.

EU demands structural changes in AU 
mission in Somalia
As one of the financial partners of Somalia, the 
EU has demanded changes to the structure of the 
African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM), as 
part of its terms to continue funding operations in 
the country. The EU wants the AU to focus more 
on rebuilding infrastructure and institutions in the 
country, Garowe Online reported on Feb. 2nd.

World Concern Launches Drought 
Response in Somalia
Seattle-based relief and development organization 

World Concern is launching a drought response in 
the Lower Juba region of Somalia, as the nation 
once again teeters on the brink of famine. Three 
successive years of extreme drought have resulted 
in widespread food insecurity and alarming rates 
of malnutrition. According to UNOCHA, more than 
3.2 million people are affected by the worsening 
drought, and families are migrating to other regions, 
and some are crossing into Ethiopia in search of 
humanitarian assistance.

Saudi project clears 3,855 Houthi mines 
in Yemen
Saudi Arabia’s Project for Landmine Clearance 
has made safe a further 3,855 Houthi mines and 
munitions in the first week of February, Arab News 
reported on Feb. 7th. Among the items dismantled 
were 48 anti-personnel mines and 3,226 anti-tank 
mines.

After US, France Rushes Arms to UAE for 
War on Yemen
Kashmir Observer reported on Feb. 5th that 
France planned to send air support units to assist 
the UAE to protect itself in the wake of missile 
and drone attacks. The US has already agreed to 
deploy a warship and fighters to the region. Under 
an agreement, France will operate from al-Dhafra 
airbase near Abu Dhabi.

Houthis admit to ‘setbacks’ in southeast
The leader of the Houthi movement, Abdul-Malik 
Al-Houthi, has acknowledged that his forces have 
lost ground in Shabwa in the southeast of Yemen. 
Middle East Monitor reported on Feb. 4th that he 
had admitted to setbacks but that “However, this 
does not mean that our people have been defeated,” 
he said.

For further information, please click here.

https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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UK Security News

Firefighters in Middlesbrough have been pelted with bricks, bottles and stones while attending emergency call-
outs. Crews have been ambushed 20 times since the start of the year, Cleveland Fire Brigade said. Seventeen of 
the attacks have been in Hemlington, where youths have deliberately set fires, BBC News reported on Feb. 7th.

UK and Nigeria strengthen security and 
defence partnership
Defence Web reported on Feb. 7th that the UK 
and Nigeria have held the first joint security and 
defence partnership dialogue, aimed at tackling 
region security and terrorism. The partnership will 
work to tackle shared threats and the UK will support 
Nigeria’s efforts against Islamic State West Africa and 
Boko Haram.

Counter Terrorism Police advise 
Pakistani dissidents to ‘keep a low 
profile’
Counter Terrorism Policing, a UK collaborative force, 
has warned Pakistani exiles in the UK to maintain 
a low profile, after at least one had received 
information warning them that ‘hitmen’ connected 
to drug smuggling gangs could target them. It 
follows a criminal trial in which a London-based man 
was found guilty of conspiracy to murder a Pakistani 
dissident in Rotterdam. The Guardian reported on 
Feb. 5th that a number of high profile exiles had 
been contacted by the Metropolitan Police in recent 
days. 

Cardiff teenager in court on extreme 
right-wing terror charge
Wales Online reported on Feb. 3rd that a 19-year-old 
from Cardiff had appeared in court, charged with 
membership of an extreme right wing group. Luca 
Benincasa was arrested by the Wales Extremism and 
Counter Terrorism Unit (WECTU) and charged with 
membership of The Feuerkrieg Division, a banned 
organisation, as well as possession of information 
likely to be of use to a person committing or 
preparing an act of terrorism.

Two arrested in Co Tyrone in connection 
with paramilitary style attack
Two men have been arrested in County Tyrone, 
Northern Ireland, by the PSNI’s Criminal Investigation 
team and Terrorism Investigation Unit. The arrests 
are in connection with a ‘paramilitary’ style attack 

in 2019, as well as ‘criminality related to violent 
dissident republican activity’, Belfast Live reported 
on Feb. 3rd.

London News
Enfield stabbing: Teenager killed and 
another arrested
An 18-year-old has died after he was stabbed in 
north London. The Met Police said officers and 
paramedics were called to Ayley Croft in Enfield, just 
after 18:00 GMT. Police said the teenager died at the 
scene despite the efforts of paramedics. Next of kin 
have been told. A teenage boy was arrested at the 
scene on suspicion of murder. He has been taken 
into custody. Homicide detectives from the Met’s 
Specialist Crime Command have been informed, BBC 
News reported on Feb. 7th.

University student, 19, is jailed for 42 
months
A teenager from southeast London has been sent 
to prison for 42 months, the Daily Mail reported on 
Feb. 7th, for sharing a bomb-making manual online. 
The student was traced through social media and 
arrested at the family home. Officers found further 
terrorist related material and Nazi memorabilia 
during their search.  

North London man charged with being 
member of neo-Nazi terrorist group
A 35-year-old North London man will appear in court 
charged with being a member of a banned neo-
Nazi group, MyLondon reported on Feb. 7th. David 
Musins was charged on Feb. 4th with one count of 
membership of a proscribed organisation, National 
Action, MyLondon reported. 

For further information, please click here.

https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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Global Security News

Israel’s government will set up a commission of inquiry to examine reports the police used spyware made by 
NSO Group to hack the phones of Israeli public figures without authorisation, BBC News reported on Feb. 8th.

Ethiopia finds dozens of bodies in 
Oromia mass grave
BBC News reported on Feb. 8th that authorities in 
Ethiopia’s Oromia region have accused a rebel group 
of killing more than 160 civilians and burying 87 
bodies in a mass grave. The Oromo Liberation Army 
(OLA), often accused by the government of being 
behind the killings of ethnic minorities living in the 
region, has not responded to the latest accusations. 
It had previously denied attacking civilians. The OLA, 
which formed an alliance last year with Tigrayan 
forces in its fight against Prime Minister Abiy 
Ahmed’s administration, operates in western and 
southern Oromia where there have been recent 
clashes with government forces.

UN experts: ‘Terrorist groups’ enjoy 
freedom in Afghanistan
A UN report on Monday 6th said that Afghanistan 
now has real potential as a safe haven for terror 
groups, citing al Qaeda’s ties to the Taliban. The 
report warned that, said “there are no recent signs 
that the Taliban has taken steps to limit the activities 
of foreign terrorist fighters in the country,” The New 
Arab reported on Feb. 8th.

South African Twins Plead Guilty to 
Planning Terror Attacks on Jewish 
Targets
Twin brothers, Tony-Lee and Brandon-Lee Thulsie 
have been convicted by a court in South Africa on 
terrorism charges. The two were reportedly planning 
to attack the US Embassy in Pretoria and join Islamic 
State, VOA reported on Feb. 7th. 

Pakistan Army Ends Bloody Multi-Day 
Separatist Siege; 29 Dead
Pakistan announced on Saturday 5th that security 
forces had killed 20 separatists to end a bloody 
72-hour siege at two army bases in south-western 
Baluchistan province. At least nine soldiers, including 
two officers, were also killed while six others were 
wounded in the standoff that erupted on Wednesday 

night in remote Nushki and Panjgur districts of the 
violence-hit province, Voice of America reported.

Islamic State leader Abu Ibrahim al-
Qurayshi killed in Syria, US says
The leader of the Islamic State (IS) is dead following 
a US raid in northern Syria that also killed a senior 
deputy of the terror group, US officials said. Abu 
Ibrahim al-Hashimi al-Qurayshi set off a blast killing 
himself and his family as special forces rounded on 
his hideout after a gunfight. US President Joe Biden 
disclosed the overnight raid on Thursday Feb. 3rd. 
Qurayshi’s death “removed a major terrorist threat 
to the world,” Mr Biden said. US officials did not 
name the IS deputy also killed, but provided dramatic 
details of the operation that had been months in the 
planning, BBC News reported.

Industry and SIA News
Register Today for the Basics of Security 
Project Management Course
More than just knowing the technology, successful 
project management involves budgeting, client 
management, timeline execution and more. The 
Security Industry Association’s Basics of SPM Course 
can help you excel in today’s competitive business 
market. The next Basics of SPM course will be 
offered virtually Feb. 28 – March 3. You’ll unlock 10 
hours of essential training starting at just $299 for 
SIA members. For further details, please click here to 
visit the SIA website.

For further information, please click here.

https://mysia.securityindustry.org/Meetings/Meeting.aspx?ID=16954
https://mysia.securityindustry.org/Meetings/Meeting.aspx?ID=16954
https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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