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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful weekly reports and more —
including real time security updates.
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Issue 321 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-affected coastal 
states of Somalia and Yemen and associated waters, as well as ongoing issues facing the 
maritime industry in West Africa. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, security issues facing the 
UK and incidents affecting maritime security are also reported and analysed.
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Gulf of Guinea

Nigeria’s National Drugs Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA) arraigned 10 Thai citizens, nine Nigerians and a 
vessel, MV Chayanee Naree, at the Federal High Court in Lagos on charges of attempting to smuggle 33kg of 
cocaine into the country in October 2021, Channels TV reported on Feb. 24th.

Incidents: 
1. Unnoticed, robbers boarded anchored France-
flagged offshore supply ship and escaped with ship’s 
stores and properties. The theft was noticed by the 
duty crew on routine rounds at 0200 UTC in position 
08:46S – 013:15E, Luanda Anchorage, Angola. 
Incident reported to port authorities. Reported (IMB) 
23rd Feb.
2. Duty crew onboard an anchored bulk carrier 
noticed four robbers armed with knives at 0050 
UTC in position 04:54.1N – 001:41.2W, Takoradi 
Anchorage, Ghana. Alarm raised and crew mustered. 
Upon hearing the alarm and seeing the alerted crew, 
the robbers escaped. A search was carried out and 
which identified ship’s stores were stolen. Incident 
reported to local authorities. Reported (IMB) 18th 
Feb.

Nigerian, Canadian navies strengthen 60 
years bond
A visit to Lagos by HMCS Goose Bay and HMCS 
Moncton on Friday 25th saw Canada and Nigeria 
reaffirm their naval bond, Ships and Ports reported 
on Feb. 26th. “The ships are in the region to 
participate in exercise Obangame Express, where 
they will be working alongside the Nigerian Navy 
as well as other regional and international naval 
partners,” Acting High Commissioner to Canada, 
Kelvin Tokar told the media.

Ghanaians commissions new vessels
President Nana Akufo-Addo has spoken of the 
security threats facing Ghana from terrorism 
in the Sahel region, to insecurity and piracy on 
Ghana’s waterways. He made the comments as 
he commissioned four new vessels for the Ghana 
Navy, Modern Ghana reported on Feb. 25th. The 
vessels are to replace previous arrangements of 
using private vessels manned by naval personnel 
in providing security and support to oil and gas 
activities in the country’s maritime domain, the paper 
wrote. 

ECSA welcomes extension of 
Coordinated Maritime Presence
The European Council has extended implementation 
of its Coordinated Maritime Presences (CMP) 
concept in the Gulf of Guinea by two years, they 
reported on Feb. 21st. The CMP concept in the 
Gulf of Guinea has proven to be an effective and 
useful instrument, contributing to enhanced 
maritime security, and reflecting the EU’s growing 
role as a maritime security provider. The European 
Community Shipowners Association welcomed the 
news, saying the region remains a dangerous piracy 
hotspot and a challenging area of operation for 
vessels and their crews.

For further information, please click here.

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures

2022
Incidents reported: 12 (MDAT-GoG/Others)

2021
Incidents reported: 56 (MDAT-GoG/Others) 

Crew kidnapped: 46 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)

2020
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG) 

Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)
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https://mast-security.com/maritime-security/
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Indian Ocean Region

India’s MILAN 2022 exercise began on Friday 25th, The Hindu reported. Forty countries are taking part in 
this year’s exercise, which began its sea phase on March 1st. This year’s theme is Camaraderie – Cohesion – 
Collaboration, the media reported. 

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Yemen army destroys 2 Houthi explosive 
boats in Red Sea
Personnel from Yemen’s Army ‘Coast Guard’ 
destroyed two Houthi boat bombs in the province of 
Hajjah, Arab News reported on Feb. 27th. They were 
transiting towards international waters when the 
boats were sighted near the coast. 

Kenya unveils state of the art facility to 
boost maritime security
As part of efforts to improve training and operational 
capability, Kenya has unveiled a new facility for its 
Coast Guard and Navy. The MV Kenya Pride is a ‘ship 
in a box’ simulator, which allows personnel to train 
in VBSS tactics and other scenarios. It was officially 
opened on Feb. 25th by Shipping and Maritime 
affairs Principal secretary Nancy Karigithu at the 
Bandari Maritime academy in Mombasa.

Kenya Coast Guard signs deal with US 
agencies to fight maritime crime
Kenya has joined the Global Maritime Crime 
Programme, partnering with the US State Dept. 
UNODC, US Coast Guard and other agencies. The 
partners will work together to offer training, 
technical assistance and aid in clamping down on 
illegal narcotics smuggling at sea, IUU fishing, piracy 
and other crimes in the Indian Ocean, Business Daily 

Africa reported on Feb. 25th.

India, Lanka close to sealing 3 defence-
related pacts to boost maritime security
India and Sri Lanka are poised to sign three new 
agreements which will reportedly boost maritime 
security in the IOR, the Hindustan Times reported 
on Feb. 23rd. Two new Dornier aircraft, a new naval 
floating dock and the posting of a Sri Lankan Navy 
officer to India’s Information Fusion Centre are all 
part of the agreements, it was reported.

UK provides drones to Seychelles for 
maritime surveillance
Defence Web wrote on Feb. 23rd that the UK has 
provided the Seychelles with two Parrot ANAFI 
unmanned vehicles, which will now be deployed by 
the Seychelles Coast Guard. The drones were handed 
over in a ceremony on Feb. 15th, and were secured in 
conjunction with the United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime (UNODC). High Commissioner Patrick 
Lynch said: “While the threat of piracy in the Western 
Indian Ocean may have receded, we have become 
increasingly aware of the challenges posed by Illegal, 
Unreported, and Unregulated fishing, trafficking in 
people and arms, and, perhaps most damaging for 
Seychelles, trafficking in illicit narcotics.”

For further information, please click here.
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European Waters

UK Transport Secretary, Grant Shapps, has called on UK ports to ban access to vessels connected with Russia. 
Russian-flagged, registered, owned, controlled, chartered, or operated vessels are covered by the ban and new 
legislation is expected to follow the announcement, Lloyd’s List wrote on Feb 28th.

Black Sea incidents
The conflict between Russia and Ukraine has seen 
several incidents reported in the Black Sea region. 
On Feb. 27th, it was reported that Russian naval 
forces had detained two Ukrainian flagged bulk 
carriers, the Princess Nicole and Afina. Both vessels 
were stopped near Zmiinyi Island (Snake Island), their 
AIS transponders were turned off and the ships are 
now believed to be off Crimea. 50 crew have been 
detained by the Russian Navy. 
On Feb. 25th, the Namura Queen was hit by a 
projectile, believed to have been a rocket, while 
at anchor in Yuzhny port. One person was injured 
during the incident. 
On the same day, the General Staff of the Ukrainian 
Armed Forces said that a Russian naval vessel had 
fired on the MT Millennial Spirit, 12nm off Yuzhny 
port. Fire broke out on the ship, and two of the crew 
were reported to be in serious condition. The Russian 
crew was evacuated by Ukrainian rescuers. 
On Feb. 24th, the MV Yasa Jupiter was struck by a 
projectile which caused damage to the ship’s bridge. 
No injuries were reported. 

Ukrainian sailor in Majorca tried to sink 
yacht of Russian boss
BBC News reported on Feb. 28th that a Ukrainian 
sailor has admitted trying to sink a yacht owned by 
the head of a Russian state arms firm, in retaliation 
for the invasion of Ukraine. The 48m (157ft) Lady 
Anastasia, which belongs to Rosoboronexport 
director general Alexander Mikheev, was docked in 
Majorca in Spain when the mechanic opened valves 
in its engine room. He was arrested by Civil Guard 
officers on Saturday and later released on bail. He 
told a judge that he regretted nothing and would do 
it again.

France seizes Russian ship over sanctions
France has intercepted and impounded a Russian-
flagged cargo ship suspected of breaching sanctions 
imposed because of the invasion of Ukraine. The 
ship, the Baltic Leader, was heading from the north-

western French city of Rouen to St Petersburg in 
Russia with a cargo of new cars. It is being held at 
the Channel port of Boulogne. Russian state media 
say the vessel is owned by a subsidiary of a bank 
targeted in recent EU and US sanctions, BBC News 
reported on Feb. 27th. 

Channel migrants: Four boats with 132 
people make the crossing
Four small boats with 132 people on board crossed 
the English Channel on Saturday, the Home Office 
said. So far this year over 1,400 people have crossed 
the English Channel in small boats. The Home Office 
has refused to comment on whether the arrivals 
were taken to a new processing centre in Manston, 
the BBC’s Simon Jones said on Feb. 27th.

Border Force bring migrants to shore
The Daily Mail newspaper reported on Feb. 26th 
that Border Force agents had brought 90 migrants 
to shore in Dover. They arrived in two dinghies on 
Saturday morning and were towed to Tug Haven by 
Border Force personnel. Although seas were calm, 
the temperatures were all well below freezing during 
the crossing, the paper reported.

UK Home Office reveals figures for 2021
Statistics on small boats include individuals who 
are detected on arrival to the UK, detected in the 
Channel and subsequently brought to the UK, and 
those encountered in the UK who are suspected 
of having arrived on a small boat. They do not 
include any persons arriving on larger vessels, those 
prevented from departing France or intercepted by 
French authorities and returned to France, or those 
who arrive in the UK undetected (see the ‘about 
the statistics’ section for more details). There were 
28,526 people detected arriving on small boats in 
2021. This compares with 8,466 in 2020, 1,843 in 
2019 and 299 in 2018.

For further information, please click here.

https://mast-security.com/maritime-security/
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Somalia & Yemen

AFP reported on Feb. 25th that Somalia had extended the election deadline once again, in the latest setback to 
the process. Now running over a year over its deadline, a new date of March 15th has been announced. 

US slaps visa bans on Somalis linked to 
delayed polls
The East African reported on Feb. 28th that the US 
had applied visa restrictions on a number of people 
it believes hindered the country’s election process. 
Antony Blinken, the US Secretary of State, said the 
move would: “promote accountability for their 
obstructionist actions.”

Somalia’s nullified oil exploration deal 
fuels heat in Mogadishu and Nairobi
Kenya has expressed concern over the recently 
cancelled oil exploration deal signed by Somalia 
and Coastline Exploration. Although the country’s 
President nullified the agreement, Kenya still 
believes the work would take place in waters which 
it says are under dispute. However, an international 
court ruled on the dispute, finding in Somalia’s 
favour. Kenya’s stance suggests further issues ahead 
for Somalia’s oil industry. 

Al Shabaab Strikes Amid Polls Deadlock
While Somalia continues to delay its election process, 
terror group, Al Shabaab, continues its attacks. The 
latest incident saw a suicide bomber in Beledweyne 
kill 15 people at a popular restaurant. The Global 
Centre for the Responsibility to Protect (GCR2P) 
blamed the surge on the divisive electoral process. 
All Africa reported on Feb. 25th.

New Uganda Police contingent arrives in 
Somalia
The Uganda Police Force (UPF) has deployed a new 
contingent of Formed Police Unit (FPU) personnel 
to serve under the African Union Mission in Somalia 
(AMISOM). The contingent arrived in Mogadishu on 
Tuesday to begin their one-year tour of duty. During 
their tour of duty, they will support the advancement 
of the AMISOM Police mandate, enhancing rule 
of law and stabilization efforts in Somalia, a press 
statement on Feb. 23rd said.

U.S. forces engage insurgents in support 
of the Federal Government of Somalia
In coordination with the Federal Government of 
Somalia, U.S. Africa Command conducted an airstrike 
against Al Shabaab terrorists after they attacked 
partner forces in a remote location near Duduble, 
Somalia, Feb. 22nd. U.S. forces are authorized to 
conduct strikes in support of combatant commander-
designated partner forces under the 2001 
Authorization of Use for Military Force.  A battle-
damage assessment is still pending. The command’s 
initial assessment is that no civilians were injured or 
killed as a result of this airstrike.  

UN Security Council extends Yemen arms 
embargo to all Houthis
The Security Council on Feb. 28th renewed for 
one year the arms embargo on Yemen, as well 
as the travel ban and asset freeze against those 
threatening peace in that country. By the terms of 
resolution 2624 (2022) (to be issued as document S/
RES/2624(2022)), the 15-member Council extended, 
until 28th February 2023, the measures first imposed 
by its resolution 2140 (2014). Also by the text, 
the Council extended, until 28th March 2023, the 
mandate of the associated Panel of Experts.

Undeclared talks between Yemeni 
warring factions in Oman end in deadlock
Xinhua reported on Feb. 24th that talks between 
the officially recognised Yemen government and 
Houthi rebels had been held in Oman.  “During the 
past months, the Houthi rebel militia and Yemen’s 
government engaged in a series of undeclared 
negotiations under the auspices of the United 
Nations in Oman in an attempt to end the bloody 
fighting,” the local government source told Xinhua 
on condition of anonymity. Unfortunately, this most 
recent round ended without agreement.

For further information, please click here.

https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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UK Security News

A man started building a homemade sub-machine gun in his garage to fight a religious war, a court has heard. 
A police search of Ben Styles’ home in Leamington Spa, Warwickshire, found the lower and top parts of a 
homemade gun, Birmingham Crown Court was told, BBC News reported on Feb. 26th.

Omar Sabir, 25, from Manningham, due in 
court charged with terror offences
The Telegraph and Argus reported on Mar. 1st that 
Omar Sabir, from Bradford, who was arrested last 
week in an intelligence-led operation, has been 
charged with five offences under section 17 of 
the Terrorism Act 2000. He was due to appear by 
videolink at Westminster Magistrates Court that day, 
the paper reported. 

Police operation to disrupt terrorists and 
other criminals is extended to Coventry
Coventry has been added to a list of cities taking 
part in Project Servator, a police operation to gather 
intelligence and information on suspected terror 
activity at a local level. The project aims to disrupt 
possible terrorist reconnaissance activity, with 
police using new tactics. The officers are deployed 
in a highly visible manner, the Coventry Observer 
reported on Feb. 26th.

Three terrorism offenders guilty of 
assaulting prison officer
Three men serving jail sentences for terrorism 
offences have been found guilty of assaulting a 
prison officer at HMP Belmarsh. The prison officer 
was attacked by Hashem Abedi, 24 (08.04.97); 
Ahmed Hassan, 22 (01.06.99); and Muhammed 
Saeed, 23 (25.03.98) on 11 May 2020. The victim 
suffered facial and head injuries, bruising, and 
received hospital treatment for damage to his 
hearing. The three men accused were found guilty 
of actual bodily harm. Abedi was also found guilty of 
assault on an emergency worker, relating to a second 
prison officer who helped to stop the attack, Counter 
Terrorism Police UK reported on Feb. 22nd.

Counter terrorism awareness training 
session for Harrogate BID members
As part of its partnership agreement with Counter 
Terrorism Policing North East, members of 
Harrogate’s Business Improvement District will take 
part in an awareness training day on Mar. 3rd. The 

day will involve two sessions - ACT Awareness and 
SCaN (See Check and Notify). ACT Awareness & SCaN 
is suitable for all, specifically those who interact with 
the public/customers, the paper reported.

London News
Murder inquiry over man wanted in 
connection with robberies
A murder investigation has begun after a 20-year-old 
man was found dead in a south London park more 
a month after he was reported missing. Detectives 
said the victim, believed to be Jamie Gilbey, was 
discovered in South Norwood Country Park on 
Sunday. Mr Gilbey, from the Crystal Palace area, was 
last seen on 27th January and had been wanted over 
a number of robbery offences. Police added that the 
20-year-old had “come to harm”, BBC News reported 
on Mar. 1st. 

High Wycombe: Five jailed over death of 
man found in street
Five men have been jailed over the death of a 
grandfather who was found in the street. Andrew 
Ballantyne, 55, was discovered by officers in 
Micklefield Road in High Wycombe on 31st July 2021. 
Det Supt Kev Brown said: “This was an opportunistic 
but targeted attack by the group on Andrew who 
was well known to all of them. “They assaulted him, 
filmed the assault and fled when police happened 
across the incident. “

Harry Styles’ stalker accused of forcing 
her way into One Direction singer’s home
A 28-year-old woman has appeared in court accused 
of assault, after she “violently forced her way” in 
to the home of singer, Harry Styles, the Evening 
Standard reported on Feb. 27th. 

For further information, please click here.

https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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Global Security News

The telecoms company Ericsson put contractors’ lives at risk by insisting they continued working in territory 
controlled by the Islamic State [IS] group in Iraq, according to a leaked Ericsson report seen by BBC News Arabic, 
it was reported on Feb. 28th.

Five arrested in Spain on terrorism 
charges
ANI reported on Mar. 1st that police in Spain had 
arrested five Pakistani nationals on terrorism 
charges. The men were arrested on Feb. 21st and are 
said to be supporters of a radical Islamist group of 
Pakistan, the Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan (TLP), ANI 
said.

Philippines: Military foils bombing 
attempt in Sulu
The Philippine Army made safe a roadside bomb 
in Sulu Province on Sunday 27th, The Manila Times 
reported on Mar. 1st. The IED was found and defused 
after a tip off from locals who discovered it. While 
it is not known who planted the device, the area is a 
location where the Abu Sayyaf Group operate. 

Search for bodies after gunmen attack 
Mexico wake
Police in Mexico are investigating reports of a deadly 
attack on a wake in a town in western Michoacán 
state. Footage shared by local media appears to 
show armed men lining a group of mourners up 
against a wall and shooting at them execution-style. 
Investigators from the prosecutor’s office say that 
when they arrived at the scene they found bullet 
casings and cleaning materials but no bodies. A 
search for possible victims of the shooting is under 
way, BBC News reported on Feb. 28th.

Ivory Coast ex-speaker denies weapons 
discovery
Ivory Coast’s former parliament Speaker, Guillaume 
Soro, has denied the discovery of weapons at 
his residence in Bouake city in the north. Mr 
Soro has been in exile in Europe since 2019. His 
communication director, Toure Moussa, said the 
former speaker had not stayed in this residence for 
several years. The latest discovery comes after that 
of 2017, when a cache of weapons was found at the 
home of his chief of protocol Souleymane Kamarate 
Kone, BBC News reported on Feb. 28th.

Deadly attack at Zimbabwe opposition 
rally
At least one person was killed and 17 others 
injured in skirmishes at an opposition party rally in 
Kwekwe, central Zimbabwe, on Sunday 27th, BBC 
News reported. The Citizens Coalition for Change 
(CCC) supporters were attacked by a group of men 
armed with spears, machetes, iron bars and stones. 
One man was stabbed to death, others suffered 
broken bones and various injuries, according to party 
officials. Police said 16 people had been arrested 
in connection with the violence, which left three 
people seriously injured.

Industry and SIA News

Registration Open - Join SIA at ISC West
Taking place March 22-25 at the Venetian Expo in 
Las Vegas, the International Security Conference & 
Exposition – also known as ISC West – is the leading 
comprehensive & converged security trade event in 
the U.S. 

At ISC West, you will have the chance to network 
and connect with thousands of security & public 
safety professionals, learn from the dynamic SIA 
Education@ISC program, plus explore the latest 
technologies in Access Control, Alarms & Monitoring, 
and Video Surveillance, while discovering emerging 
trends in Drones & Robotics, IT & IoT Security, 
Smart Home Solutions, and more. Offering the 
combination of products, educational programming, 
and networking opportunities all in one place truly 
makes ISC West the premier destination to showcase 
innovation and discover what is new and next in the 
industry. To learn more, please click here.

For further information, please click here.

https://www.iscwest.com/en-us.html
https://mysia.securityindustry.org/Meetings/Meeting.aspx?ID=16954
https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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