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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful weekly reports and more —
including real time security updates.
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Issue 325 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-affected coastal 
states of Somalia and Yemen and associated waters, as well as ongoing issues facing the 
maritime industry in West Africa. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, security issues facing the 
UK and incidents affecting maritime security are also reported and analysed.
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Gulf of Guinea

Nigeria’s Chief of Naval Staff, Vice Admiral Awwal Gambo, has raised the issue of illegal weapon smuggling 
through Nigeria’s ports, suggesting that the Navy should join the many other agencies already involved in cargo 
checks in order to stem the flow of smuggled weapons, Tribune Online wrote on 27th March. 

Incidents: 
1. On 19th March at 0445UTC, a theft occurred on 
an MV whilst berthed at Lagos port area in position 
06°26N–003°23E. There are no further details 
available. Reported by MDAT-GoG.

NIWA seeks navy’s help over insecurity 
on waterways
Nigeria’s National Inland Waterways Authority 
has called on the Navy to assist them in ensuring 
maritime security on the country’s many inland rivers 
and creeks. While the country has made strides in sea 
piracy, armed robbery and kidnap remain a problem 
in local waterways. The Managing Director of NIWA, 
George Moghalu, met with Chief of Naval Staff, Vice 
Admiral A. Z. Gambo, to discuss the issue. He told the 
media that adequate security was needed to ensure 
the safety of cargoes between Lagos and Onitsha, 
The Daily Trust reported on March 28th.

49 Illegal Refineries Deactivated, 70 Oil 
Thieves Arrested in Niger Delta
Personnel assigned to Operation Delta Safe 
deactivated 49 illegal refineries in the Niger Delta 
in a two-week period, the Director, Defence Media 
Operations, Maj. Gen. Bernard Onyeuko, told the 
media on March 24th. Onyeuko reported that troops 
killed one militant and recovered 6.6 million litres 
of illegally refined AGO and a total of 4.4 million 
litres of stolen crude oil during their operations, 

highlighting the scale of oil theft in the region. 

NNPC partners security task forces, 
stakeholders to fight oil theft
The Nigerian National Petroleum Company Ltd. 
(NNPC) on Wednesday 23rd reportedly strengthened 
its collaboration with the Joint Security Task 
Force and other agencies working to combat 
illegal refineries. The group managing director 
of NNPC, Malam Mele Kyari, told the media that: 
“The combined efforts of government security 
and regulatory agencies, the host community, 
and oil companies represented a new approach to 
combating oil theft and bunkering,” Business Day 
Nigeria reported.

FG inaugurates joint committee on 
maritime security, capacity development
Last week saw the official launch of another 
maritime agency for Nigeria. The Joint Committee 
on Maritime Security and Capacity Development 
was launched on March 23rd. Minister of State for 
Transportation, Sen Gbemisola Saraki, said that the 
committee was designed to bring all stakeholders 
together to ensure capacity building and job creation 
in the sector, as well as improving security strategies 
within the industry. 

For further information, please click here.

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures

2022
Incidents reported: 13 (MDAT-GoG/Others)

2021
Incidents reported: 56 (MDAT-GoG/Others) 

Crew kidnapped: 46 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)

2020
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG) 

Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)
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Indian Ocean Region

India’s External Affairs Minister, S Jaishankar, was in Malé on March 27th, where he formally handed over a new 
Coastal Radar System to Maldives Chief of Defence Force, Maj Gen Abdulla Shamaal. Now operational, the 10 
radar stations will significantly improve maritime domain awareness for the country, The Print reported.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Romania Joins Major International 
Maritime Security Coalition in Middle 
East
U.S. Naval Forces Central Command (NAVCENT) 
announced on March 26th that Romania had joined 
a multinational maritime coalition established in 
2019 to deter attacks on commercial shipping in 
the Middle East. Romania joined the International 
Maritime Security Construct (IMSC) and its 
operational arm, Coalition Task Force Sentinel. 
Headquartered in Bahrain with U.S. 5th Fleet, IMSC 
previously included eight partner-nations. Romania 
becomes the ninth and newest member since Estonia 
joined in late-2020.

Facilities of Information Fusion Centre at 
Navy Headquarters expanded
Sri Lanka’s new Information Fusion Centre has 
received equipment to assist its work from Japan. 
Described only as ‘Maritime Domain Awareness 
(MDA) equipment’, the Ambassador of Japan to 
Sri Lanka, Mizukoshi Hideaki, made the handover 
in a ceremony with Commander of the Navy, Vice 
Admiral Nishantha Ulugetenne, on March 25th. 
The Information Fusion Centre Colombo is another 
example of increased maritime domain awareness in 
the Indian Ocean Region, and will enhance not only 
security but vessel safety in the region.

First EU NAVFOR Somalia – Operation 
ATALANTA counter-narcotics operation 
in the Western Indian Ocean
During a regular EU NAVFOR anti-piracy patrol to 
protect vessels transiting off the Horn of Africa and 
the Western Indian Ocean, the French Navy vessels 
LHD Mistral and Frigate Courbet, from French 
Jeanne d´Arc 22 Mission and taking part in Operation 
ATALANTA, seized 4 tons of cannabis and 90 
kilograms of heroin on a stateless dhow, EU NAVFOR 
reported on March 23rd. This is the first time that 
EU NAVFOR Somalia Operation ATALANTA has taken 
action against drug trafficking as executive task.

Sri Lanka bets big on $14 bn China-
backed Port City
While Western countries continue to raise concern 
over China’s influence in the region, Sri Lanka has 
seen $1.4 billion dollars invested by China in the new 
the Port City of Colombo (PCC), which the country 
hopes will become a financial hub to rival Singapore. 
In exchange for its investment, China will receive 116 
hectares of land reclaimed by the project on a 99-
year lease, The Print reported. 
 

For further information, please click here.
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European Waters

The security of undersea data and communications cables has been raised, following concerns that Russia 
might attempt to attack them as part of a wider cyber campaign, France 24 reported on March 24th. There are 
some 430 cables running along ocean floors, and Russian vessels have often been sighted near them. 

Black Sea incidents
The conditions currently being faced by crews 
trapped in the Black Sea by Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine was raised by the International Transport 
Workers’ Federation (ITF) and International Chamber 
of Shipping (ICS) on March 23rd. Many are now 
running low on supplies, and it remains unsafe for 
them to attempt to sail, Seatrade Maritime reported.
On March 24th, Ukraine attacked a Russian Alligator-
class landing ship berthed at Berdyansk port, which 
had been captured by Russian forces. Initially 
misidentified as the Orsk, the vessel, which has now 
sunk at the port, has been identified as the Saratov, 
one of three large Russian Navy ships in port at the 
time. Fire from the incident – believed to have been 
a missile or drone strike – spread to a nearby grain 
carrier and fuel tanks at the port. Satellite images 
show the Saratov mostly submerged by the dock.
On March 27th, Al Jazeera reported that Turkish 
forces had destroyed a naval mine, which had broken 
loose from moorings in the Black Sea and drifted 
into the Bosphorus Strait. Traffic was halted after it 
was spotted by local fishermen, and Turkish forces 
destroyed it. In related news, on Monday 28th, a 
report on Twitter said that Romanian forces had 
located another mine some 70km off Capu Midia. 
Again, spotted by fishermen, Romanian naval forces 
had been deployed to locate and destroy it. 

Priti Patel admits migrant phone seizures 
were illegal
The UK Home Secretary, Priti Patel, has admitted 
mobile phones were taken illegally from migrants as 
they arrived in Dover after crossing the Channel on 
small boats. Three migrants have won a High Court 
challenge against the Home Office after they were 
arrested separately after being intercepted off the 
Kent coast. They were picked up between April and 
September 2020 and officials took their phones at 
Tug Haven in Dover. Judges ruled that the asylum 
seekers’ human rights had been breached, BBC News 
reported on March 27th.

Almost 200 migrants cross Channel in 
small boats
A total of 190 people crossed the English Channel 
to the UK on Thursday 24th, the Home Office said, 
according to BBC News. They arrived in Kent in six 
boats. The French authorities stopped a further 85 
people from making the crossing in three boats. 
Crossings have taken place this week amid warm 
weather and calm seas. Almost 400 migrants made 
the crossing on Tuesday, including several children. It 
means more than 2,500 people have arrived via small 
boats in March.

128 migrants rescued, two dead in 
Mediterranean
Ocean Viking, an NGO vessel operating in the 
Mediterranean, rescued 128 people from an 
overcrowded dinghy on Friday 25th, The New 
Arab reported on March 26th. Unfortunately, 
two people on board the vessel had already died, 
SOS Mediterranee said on social media. Weather 
conditions during the rescue were said to be 
increasingly dangerous during the operation, which 
lasted five hours. 

Ocean Viking saves 30 migrants in rough 
seas off Libyan coast
The day before the story above, Ocean Viking was 
in action off the coast of Libya, where it rescued 30 
migrants in distress, InfoMigrants reported on March 
24th. SOS Mediterranee tweeted that conditions at 
sea were highly unstable when it began the rescue 
operation to save 30 people in an unseaworthy 
boat in international waters north of Libya. “We are 
relieved to have spotted them in time from the ship’s 
bridge,” the charity said.

 

For further information, please click here.

https://mast-security.com/maritime-security/
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Somalia & Yemen

The members of the UN Security Council have condemned in the strongest terms the terrorist attacks that took 
place in the Aden Adde International Airport area in Mogadishu, and Beledweyne, Hirshabelle on 23rd March. 
These attacks, claimed by Al Shabaab, resulted in the death of dozens of people and injured many more.

Al Shabaab Surge in Somalia’s Suicide 
Attacks ‘Change of Tactics,’ Experts Say
Al Shabaab extremists in Somalia are getting 
“bolder” in their attacks and have increased using 
suicide bombers wearing homemade explosives in 
what security experts call a “change in tactics,” Voice 
of America reported on March 27th. The Islamist 
militant group mounted one of its deadliest attacks 
Wednesday, targeting elections at the regional 
presidential palace in Beledweyne town around 300 
km north of Mogadishu. Forty-eight people were 
killed, and more than 100 others wounded. Among 
the dead was a member of parliament, Amina 
Mohamed, a vocal critic to the government, who was 
on the campaign trail when she was targeted and 
killed by a suicide bomber wearing an explosive vest.

Five dead in attack on military base near 
airport
Al Shabaab terrorists attacked a Somali National 
Army base near Mogadishu’s international airport on 
March 23rd, Al Jazeera reported. At least five people, 
including two terrorists, were killed during the 
assault. Reports suggested that gunmen had forced 
their way through Halane camp’s gates and opened 
fire on the soldiers inside. Al Shabaab claimed 
responsibility for the attack, the media said.

Minister of Fisheries and US Ambassador 
Discuss the Advancement of the Fishing 
Sector
Radio Dalsan reported on March 23rd that the 
US Ambassador to Somalia, Larry André Jr., had 
met with Abdullahi Bidhan, Somalia’s Minister 
of Fisheries, to discuss the sector. While the UN 
mandate to allow international warships to pursue 
vessels within Somali waters has now ended, there 
are concerns that Somali fishing is still affected by 
illegal fishing by foreign vessels. The conversation 
covered how the US can support Somali efforts 
to stop this, as well as the impact of the country’s 
delayed elections. 

Coalition forces destroy WBIED boats in 
Yemen
News Yemen reported on March 26th that Coalition 
forces had located and destroyed four WBIED ‘boat 
bombs’ at Salif port, Hodeidah governate. During the 
operation, three people involved in the preparation 
of WBIEDs were killed, according to the report. 
News Yemen said that the four boats were due to be 
deployed against oil tankers, according to coalition 
sources. 

Houthis suspend strikes on Saudi Arabia 
for three days
Houthi rebels announced a three-day ceasefire, 
Reuters reported on March 26th. Houthi president 
Mahdi al Mashat said the temporary ceasefire 
included attacks against sites in Saudi Arabia and 
the group’s military activities in Yemen’s Ma’rib 
governate. He also said the group is prepared to 
cease hostilities against Saudi Arabia indefinitely if 
Saudi Arabia ends its support for anti-Houthi forces 
in Yemen, Critical Threats reported. 

UN chief condemns attacks on civilian 
facilities in Saudi Arabia and Yemen
Recent escalation of the conflict in Yemen drew 
strong condemnation from Secretary-General 
António Guterres on Saturday 26th. “The Secretary-
General is deeply concerned about reports of 
ongoing airstrikes in Hodeidah city and the targeting 
of Hodeidah’s ports, which provide a critical 
humanitarian lifeline for the Yemeni population,” the 
UN chief’s spokesperson, Stéphane Dujarric, said in 
a statement. On Friday 25th, Yemen’s Houthi forces, 
also known as Ansar Allah, launched aerial attacks on 
civilian and energy facilities in Saudi Arabia, including 
on an oil facility in Jeddah that triggered a huge fire, 
which sent up a column of black smoke, the UN said.

For further information, please click here.

https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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UK Security News

A second P&O ferry has failed a safety inspection and been detained, the Maritime and Coastguard Agency 
(MCA) has said. The Pride of Kent is one of eight ships to need inspections before re-entering service, after 800 
staff were sacked, BBC News reported on March 28th.

Londonderry: Security alert disrupts 
access to Covid test centre
A security alert in Londonderry is preventing access 
to a Covid-19 testing centre, police have said. The 
incident follows the discovery of a suspicious object 
in the Clooney Road area of Maydown, on the 
outskirts of the city, on Tuesday 29th morning, BBC 
News said.

Counter-terror officers called to 
exclusive private school
A 16-year-old boy has been arrested in connection 
with ‘illicit materials’ ordered online and delivered 
to Wellington College, Berks, the Daily Mail reported 
on March 28th. The pupil at the school has been 
arrested under the Explosives Act, after security 
staff at the school became suspicious and seized the 
delivery, the paper reported. While officials have not 
called the incident terror-related, Counter Terrorism 
Policing South East are currently investigating. 

Prison for Fife man who posted airline 
bomb hoax
A man who made bomb threats against an airline 
on social media after they lost his luggage has 
been jailed in Scotland. Adhnan Khalid was due to 
marry in Morocco in 2019, but was forced to cancel 
when vital documents went missing along with his 
luggage. Counter-terror police investigated after 
he made threats on the company’s Facebook page, 
Kirkcaldy Sheriff Court was told. He was jailed for 
seven months and 20 days, but was told that his case 
should have gone to a jury trial, which would have 
carried a heavier sentence The Courier reported on 
March 26th.

Simon Coveney: Woman released after 
Coveney security alert arrest
A woman has been released after she was arrested 
following a security alert which led to the Irish 
foreign minister being evacuated from a venue 
in north Belfast. Simon Coveney was giving a 
peace-building talk at the Houben Centre, on the 

Crumlin Road, when the hijacking and security alert 
happened on Friday 25th. A man arrested following 
the incident remains in custody. Police carried out 
searches on Saturday in north Belfast. A number 
of items, including a suspected firearm, were 
recovered, BBC News reported. 

Alleged far-right extremist, 20, appears 
in court
A 20-year-old from Aldershot has appeared at the 
Old Bailey, charged with seven counts of possession 
of terrorist information. Among the documents 
were information on homemade explosives and 
unconventional warfare, the Daily Mail reported on 
March 25th. 

London News
Boy, 12, accused of burgling top London 
hotels fails to show at court
London’s Evening Standard said on March 29th that 
a warrant had been issued for the arrest of a 12-year-
old boy accused of burgling Claridge’s and other 
top hotels in London. He was due to appear with his 
brother in court, to answer a number of burglary 
charges, including incidents at BBC TV Centre, the 
Four Seasons in Park Lane, Corinthia in Whitehall and 
several other venues. 

Attempted murder charge after Newham 
stabbing
The Metropolitan Police reported on March 28th that 
a 23-year-old man had been charged with attempted 
murder, after a woman was stabbed at a restaurant 
in Newham. Officers attended the scene on March 
25th, along with paramedics, and found a woman in 
her 20s with stab wounds. She is currently stable in 
hospital. It was not reported whether the restaurant 
had a security presence or door staff. 

For further information, please click here.

https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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Global Security News

Gunmen in Nigeria are reported to have abducted an unknown number of passengers from a train in the 
northern Kaduna state. The gang mined the track between the capital, Abuja, and Kaduna city and forced the 
evening train to a halt, BBC News reported on March 29th. 

Ukraine: Latest updates
BBC News reported on March 29th that peace talks 
between Ukraine and Russia were beginning in 
Istanbul. According to the Financial Times, Russia has 
dropped demands that Ukraine is “denazified” and is 
prepared to let it join the European Union as long as 
it is not militarily aligned. Russian billionaire, Roman 
Abramovich, is attending the talks, despite media 
reports that he may have been poisoned at earlier 
negotiations this month. 
Attacks have been reported to be continuing in 
the port city of Mykolayiv, where an administrative 
building has been hit by a suspected cruise missile. 
In Kyiv, US defence analysts say that the Russian 
advance on the capital has stalled, amid a shift 
in focus to the Donbas region. The UK Ministry 
of Defence said in an update on March 29th 
that Russian forces are attempting to reset and 
reorganise, while Ukrainian troops have continued to 
carry out counter attacks north west of Kyiv. Russia 
has lost a number of positions as a result. The Royal 
United Services Institute has said that it believes 
the port city of Mariupol will fall into Russian hands 
‘imminently’. 

Israel: Two police killed by Islamic State 
in Hadera
Two police officers have been killed in an attack by 
two Israeli Arab gunmen in the northern Israeli city of 
Hadera, BBC News said on March 28th. The assailants 
were shot dead by counter-terrorism officers who 
happened to be at a restaurant nearby. The Islamic 
State (IS) group said it was behind the attack - the 
second within days by Israeli Arabs linked to the 
jihadist organisation. 

El Salvador: State of emergency after 62 
gang killings in a day
El Salvador’s parliament has approved a state of 
emergency after the Central American country 
recorded dozens of gang-related murders in a single 
day. Police said there had been 62 murders on 
Saturday, making it the most violent 24-hour period 

since the end of the civil war in 1992. New laws 
restrict the right to gather, allow arrests without 
a warrant and the monitoring of communications. 
Last year, the gang-plagued nation recorded 1,140 
murders - a 30-year low, BBC News said on March 
28th.

Belgian government minister has 
demanded fresh action to cut off funding 
for terrorist activities
In the week marking the sixth anniversary of a 
terror attack in Belgium which left 32 people dead 
and hundreds injured, the Minister of the Interior, 
Annelies Verlinden, has called for tighter measures. 
“It may be that we need extra measures. The line 
between privacy and security is thin but we cannot 
have privacy issues preventing the police from doing 
their work.” Violent extremism, she said, “needs to 
be addressed in all its forms but we must learn from 
the Brussels attacks,” EU Reporter wrote on March 
25th.

Industry and SIA News

SIA says market confidence improving
The SIA has issued its Security Market Index (SMI) 
research for January and February 2022, which 
shows that market confidence in the sector has 
increased to a SMI rating of 72, up from just 47 in 
December 2021. This shows that conditions within 
the sector are positive and the industry professionals 
are more confident with their business outlook. 
The survey results show that 79% of industry 
respondents rated current business conditions as 
“good” or “excellent,” the SIA said.

For further information, please click here.
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