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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful weekly reports and more —
including real time security updates.
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Issue 338 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-affected coastal 
states of Somalia and Yemen and associated waters, as well as ongoing issues facing the 
maritime industry in West Africa. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, security issues facing the 
UK and incidents affecting maritime security are also reported and analysed.
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Gulf of Guinea

James Heappey, the UK Minister for Armed Forces, has visited Ghana as part of a tour of the region. He met 
with Lt Commander Priscilla Ami Dogbeda Dzokoto, Ghana’s first female naval ship Commanding Officer, and 
military leaders. He was also expected to visit Togo and Cote d’Ivoire as part of his regional visit. 

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

NSCDC CG Monitoring Unit seizes vessel
Personnel from the Nigeria Security and Civil 
Defence Corps (NSCDC) Commandant General’s (GC) 
Special Anti Vandal Monitoring Unit have arrested 
a vessel in the Warri South area of Delta State. The 
report, in Nigeria’s Independent on June 26th, said 
that the vessel contained around 100,000 litres of 
stolen AGO. The same group also discovered an 
illegal fuel dump where more than 80,000 litres of 
stolen petroleum products were being stored. No 
arrests were reported. 

Nigeria celebrates months of ‘no pirates 
attack’ on water ways
Senator Gbemisola Saraki, Nigeria’s Minister of 
State for Transportation, has praised the country’s 
Navy for the drop in reported incidents of piracy 
in its waters, Sun News Online said on June 24th. 
Speaking at a World Hydrography Day event, he said: 
“Today makes it five months of zero attack on our 
waterways. This is the first time in 28 years that there 
has been no attack. This is a feat duly recognised by 
the International Maritime Bureau (IMB).” Although 
there have been a number of kidnappings on 
local waterways, these are not classified as piracy 
incidents due to their locations.

NSCDC arrests 11 suspects for pipeline 
vandalism
Nigeria’s Security and Civil Defence Corps (NSCDC), 
Rivers State Command, is continuing its fight against 
illegal refineries, at the same time as the Nigerian 
Navy’s current operation. On June 24th, The Tide 
reported that the NSCDC had arrested 11 people 
suspected of pipeline vandalism as part of the 
crime. One wooden boat conveying locally refined 
Automotive Gas Oil (AGO), popularly called Diesel, 
was impounded during the operation. It is believed 
that the group had been tampering with Nigeria Agip 
Oil Company pipelines.

Navy destroys 14 illegal refineries, seizes 
N2bn products
Nigerian Navy personnel, working as part of 
Operation Dakatar Da Barawo, have confiscated 
hundreds of thousands of litres of stolen petroleum 
products in a six day period between June 13th and 
19th, Nigeria’s Guardian said on June 23rd. Five 
suspects were arrested, 14 sites destroyed and 22 
wooden boats, 80 storage tanks and other assets 
were recovered. The Navy also intercepted two large 
wooden boats with over 400,000 litres of stolen 
crude oil were also seized. 

For further information, please click here.

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures

2022
Incidents reported: 18 (MDAT-GoG/Others)

2021
Incidents reported: 56 (MDAT-GoG/Others) 

Crew kidnapped: 46 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)

2020
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG) 

Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)
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Indian Ocean Region

Xinhua reported on June 27th that 17 Somalis, convicted of involvement in piracy and jailed in Oman for 12 
years, have been released and returned to Puntland, Somalia. “There are 12 other prisoners still in Oman, we 
are happy to see them return home safely,” Bosaso Police Commander Abdulkadir Jama Dirir said. 

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Iran, Pakistan discuss closer military 
cooperation
High-ranking generals from Iran and Pakistan 
weighed plans to promote military and maritime 
security cooperation between the two neighbours. 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee 
of Pakistan General Nadeem Raza met with Chief 
of Staff of the Iranian Armed Forces Major General 
Mohammad Hossein Baqeri in Tehran on Monday 
morning, Iran’s state-run Tasnim News said on June 
27th. The senior Pakistani general, who arrived in 
Tehran on Sunday at the invitation of Major General 
Baqeri, is going to hold meetings with a number of 
other Iranian military officials.

Japanese Navy ship visits Karachi, 
conducts naval drills with Pak Navy
Japanese Maritime Self Defence Force (JMSDF) Ship 
Harusame has visited Pakistan and taken part in naval 
drills with the Pakistan Navy, the Pakistan Observer 
said on June 25th.

China’s SIGINT facilities in Cocos Islands, 
a threat to India
The Coco Islands, a pair of small islands in the Bay 
of Bengal, have been highlighted in recent days as 
being a potential threat to India. The islands were 

leased to China in 1994 and, according to the India 
Blooms news site on June 24th, are home to a major 
surveillance base which monitors Indian naval activity 
in the region. The islands are controlled by Myanmar, 
the news site said. 

3 Iranian Fast Attack Craft Harass U.S. 
Navy Ships in Strait of Hormuz
Three Iranian fast attack craft harassed two U.S. Navy 
ships entering the Persian Gulf on Tuesday, Navy 
officials told USNI News on June 21st. Cyclone-class 
patrol coastal ship USS Sirocco (PC-6) and Spearhead-
class USNS Choctaw County (T-EPF-2) were in 
the Strait of Hormuz on Monday when they were 
approached by three Iranian Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps Navy fast attack craft in international 
waters. “One of the IRGCN vessels approached 
Sirocco head-on at a dangerously high speed and 
only altered course after the U.S. patrol coastal ship 
issued audible warning signals to avoid a collision. 
The Iranian vessel also came within 50 yards of the 
U.S. Navy ship during the interaction, and Sirocco 
responded by deploying a warning flare,” reads the 
statement from U.S. 5th Fleet.

For further information, please click here.
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European Waters

India’s Register of Shipping (IRS) has hit back at claims that it has taken on a number of Russian-linked ships in 
recent months, Splash 24/7 reported on June 27th. Splash reported that more than 50 Russian-linked vessels 
had moved to be classed by the IRS in recent months. 

Black Sea incidents
The Guardian newspaper reported on June 23rd 
that the Russian Navy had received orders to lay 
naval mines at the ports of Odessa and Ochakiv, 
and had already mined the Dnieper River as part of 
its blockade of Ukrainian ports and grain exports. 
The information came from US intelligence reports 
and coincide with Russian demands that Ukraine 
de-mine its ports before Russia would agree to any 
grain exports. Satellite images released by the US 
show the impact of Russian missiles against Ukraine’s 
second biggest grain terminal. Russia has denied 
the accusations, stating that the mines have been 
laid by Ukraine. On the same day, USNI announced 
that the US Department of Defense, using supplies 
already available, will send 18 coastal and riverine 
patrol boats, it announced Thursday. The DoD will 
also send high mobility artillery rocket systems, 
ammunition, grenade launchers, machine guns and 
tactical vehicles as part of the $450 million package. 
It is not clear what type of patrol boats will be sent 
to Ukraine. The U.S. Navy recently decommissioned 
its fleet of Mark VI patrol boats and Ukraine had 
been previously approved to buy up to 16 of the 
highspeed patrol vessels. The Ukrainian Navy was 
expected to receive up to three Mark VIs this year, 
according to local press reports. The US has also 
pledged to send vehicle-mounted Harpoon launchers 
to Ukraine to help it defend itself against the Russian 
Navy’s Black Sea Fleet. The Harpoon missiles will 
come from partners and allies, USNI said.
On June 23rd, it was reported following a suspected 
Ukrainian missile strike against three Russian-
controlled oil and gas platforms in the Black Sea, 
fires were still visible via satellite data provided by 
NASA. The platforms were seized from Ukraine by 
Russia in 2014. 

Channel migrants: Hundreds make the 
crossing in small boats
Five small boats with 231 migrants on board crossed 
the English Channel on Friday, the Ministry of 
Defence says. In total, 837 people have made the 

crossing in small boats in the last week, according to 
BBC figures. So far this month, 2,595 people have 
crossed from France, bringing the total so far this 
year to 12,159. This year’s total is more than double 
what it was during the same period last year, BBC 
News reported on June 26th. 

Turkish captain saves 95 migrants off 
Malta
A group of 96 migrants has been rescued in the 
Mediterranean Sea off Malta by the Turkish Captain 
of the MV Aslihan, the Daily Sabah reported on 
June 23rd. Reports said that a Maltese Coast Guard 
aircraft had reported the small boat in difficulty 
and the merchant ship was the first to respond. The 
migrants were later transferred to the Sea Watch 4 
rescue vessel.

Libya is key to stopping UK-bound 
African migrants
LBC radio station spoke with Fathi Bashagha, Libya’s 
Prime Minister-designate, on June 22nd. During 
the interview, Bashagha said that with the right 
equipment and training from the UK, he would be 
able to stop thousands of migrants from making the 
journey from Libya to European countries. “We need 
to build our border security force. Libya is a pass-
through for immigrants from Africa, sub-Saharan 
countries, all the way to Europe. We are capable to 
(secure our borders), if we get the right resources 
and support.” Libyan militias are frequently accused 
of being behind large-scale people smuggling 
operations. 

For further information, please click here.

https://mast-security.com/maritime-security/
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Somalia & Yemen

Members of Somalia’s Parliament have approved the appointment of Hamza Abdi Barre as the new prime 
minister. More than 200 members of Parliament, who were present at a session held Saturday 25th in 
Mogadishu, unanimously backed Barre, who also is member of the lower house of Parliament, VOA said.

Somali special forces retake captured 
village
Critical Threats reported on June 27th that members 
of Somalia’s Danab special forces unit secured El 
Baraf village in Jowhar district, which had been 
captured by Al Shabaab militants in May, after they 
overran a Burundian camp in the area. 

Somalia: Regional Forces Neutralize 
Militants
Puntland security forces reportedly killed seven 
ISIS militants in what were called ‘sting’ operations, 
All Africa said on June 26th. The Puntland forces 
disrupted a terror cell in Hafun and captured four 
militants who were sent to collect equipment in the 
region. A further three ISIS suspects were picked up 
in the Marodi Magale valley, the report added. The 
suspects are believed to belong to Ethiopian Oromo 
IS-Somalia terror wing.

Al Shabaab targets governor with IED
Gulf of Aden Security Review reported on June 
27th that Al Shabaab had attempted to assassinate 
the governor of Hiran region with an improvised 
explosive device as his convoy drove through 
Qabno, Hiraan region. The IED killed two soldiers 
operating with the governor’s security team, as well 
as two civilians. Several others were injured but the 
governor was not among them. 

Somalia’s Attorney General investigates 
fraud claims
Garowe Online reported on June 26th that the 
country’s Attorney General had summoned Finance 
Minister, Abdirahman Dialed Beileh, over a ‘financial 
crisis’ which is being investigated by his office. The 
exact details are not currently known, but there is 
speculation that large amounts of money may have 
gone missing from government coffers. 

World Bank to Support Somalia’s Drought 
Response 
The World Bank approved $143 million in 

International Development Assistance (IDA)* 
financing to help vulnerable Somalis overcome the 
escalating drought and food insecurity conditions 
across the country. This additional financing to 
the existing Somalia Shock Responsive Safety Net 
for Human Capital Project (SNHCP), also known as 
Baxnaano (which means to uplift in Somali), will 
provide an extra boost to the country’s drought 
response and ensure the continuity of a regular 
safety net program which delivers much needed 
cash assistance to chronically poor and vulnerable 
households, the World Bank said on June 22nd.

Suspected al Qaeda attacks kill at least 
10 Yemen soldiers
Middle East Monitor reported on June 23rd that the 
al Qaeda terror group was suspected of being behind 
two separate attacks in the country which left at 
least 10 soldiers dead. A Saudi coalition convoy was 
attacked by roadside IEDs in Abyan province, while 
a military checkpoint in Shabwa province was also 
attacked by the terror group. 

No progress in Taiz negotiations
Critical Threats reported on June 26th that 
negotiations between the Yemen government and 
Houthi rebels to reopen access to the city of Taiz 
had made no progress. The head of the government 
negotiating team, Abdul Karim Shaiban, blamed 
the lack of progress on the Houthi’s refusal to open 
roads in Taiz to humanitarian traffic.

Anti-Houthi leader killed by unknown 
gunmen
Critical Threats reported on June 24th that unknown 
gunmen had assassinated a well known military 
leader and critic of the Houthis, Salafi preacher Abdul 
Razaq al Baqama, in Wadi district. He had been a 
leader of the coalition-backed Happy Yemen Brigade, 
which took part in operations against Houthi 
positions in Marib.

For further information, please click here.
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UK Security News

Prevent, the UK anti-terrorism strategy, is facing criticism from UN special rapporteur, Fionnuala Ni Aolain, 
who has claimed it targets Muslim communities and has had a ‘negative and discriminatory effect on Muslim 
communities’, the Anadolu Agency said on June 25th.

Derbyshire man charged with firearms 
offences
Counter Terror Policing reported on June 27th that a 
man in his 30s had been charged with nine offences, 
including firearms offences on June 25th. The man, 
from Derbyshire, was arrested by Counter Terror 
Policing North East in an intelligence-led operation 
the previous week. 

Law Commission report reveals terrorists 
could hijack remote cars and use them as 
‘weapons’
The RAC reported on June 27th that the Law 
Commission had expressed concerns over 
regulations regarding remote driving on UK public 
roads. A report they commissioned said: “A concern 
is that a driver might find it easier to use a vehicle as 
a terrorist weapon if they are remote. This because 
they would not be involved in the crash and would 
be able to maintain some emotional distance from 
their victims. This suggests that employers may need 
to vet remote driving staff, both to maintain the 
integrity of their systems and to prevent terrorists 
from being attracted to the remote driver role.”

Far-right cell members jailed for terror 
offences
Members of a “fascist” cell who made gun parts on 
a 3D printer and rejoiced at mass shootings have 
been jailed. The three men and one woman were 
convicted of 18 offences in March following a two-
month trial. Prosecutors said they had “celebrated 
racist violence and killing”. At Sheffield Crown Court, 
Daniel Wright, 29, Liam Hall, 31, and Stacey Salmon, 
29, all from Keighley, and Samuel Whibley, 29, from 
Anglesey, were jailed for a total of 31 years, BBC 
News reported on June 24th.

Three arrested under Terrorism Act over 
Saoradh Easter Monday parade released 
pending PPS report
The Police Service Northern Ireland (PSNI) have 
released three men who were arrested under 

the Terrorism Act in connection with a dissident 
Republican parade in Londonderry on Easter 
Monday. A report has been sent to the Public 
Prosecution Service, the Belfast Telegraph reported 
on June 22nd. 

London News

Man arrested over ‘stranger attack’ in 
Ilford
A man has been arrested on suspicion of murder 
following a suspected stranger attack on a woman 
in east London. Zara Aleena, 35, was assaulted as 
she walked along Cranbrook Road, towards Gants 
Hill station in Ilford, in the early hours of Sunday. 
The Met Police believe she was the victim of an 
“opportunist stranger attack”. She died later in 
hospital. The 29-year-old man was detained at an 
address in Ilford shortly after 16:00 BST, BBC News 
said on June 27th.

Armed police called after triple stabbing 
in east London chicken shop
The London Evening Standard reported on June 27th 
that armed police attended a triple stabbing at a 
London chicken shop in the early hours of Monday. A 
Met spokesperson said: “Officers, including firearms 
officers, were deployed to the area following the 
incident to prevent any further violence. None were 
reported. An investigation into what took place is 
under way. At this early stage there have been no 
arrests.”

For further information, please click here.
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Global Security News

Irish police have arrested seven people and seized drugs worth more than €2m (£1.7m) in a major operation 
against alleged organised crime in Dublin. As part of the drugs seized, officers discovered a significant amount 
of suspected liquid cocaine concealed in wine and champagne bottles, BBC News said on June 24th.

Ukraine: Latest updates
BBC News reported on June 28th that the missile 
attack on a packed shopping centre in the city of 
Kremenchuk was being called a war crime by Ukraine. 
Alexander Rodnyansky, an adviser to Ukraine’s 
President Zelensky, told the BBC that what had 
happened was: “just another sign that Russia... 
doesn’t care about what the civilised world thinks or 
plans to do. And, obviously, that it doesn’t want to 
play by the rules.” It is believed that at least 1,000 
civilians were in the shopping centre when it was 
struck by Russian missiles. At least 18 people have 
been confirmed dead following Monday’s attack.
The UK’s Defence Secretary, Ben Wallace, has asked 
for a budget increase for the armed forces, in light 
of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Mr Wallace has asked 
spending to be increased to 2.5% of GDP by 2028.
The UK Ministry of Defence (MoD) said on June 
28th that after falling back from Sieverodonetsk, 
Ukrainian forces were now consolidating positions 
around the city of Lyschansak. They continue to 
disrupt Russian command and control with strikes 
deep behind Russian lines, the MoD said. 
The MoD also noted that Russia has launched 
intensive waves of strikes across Ukraine in recent 
days, using weapons fired from both Russian and 
Belarussian airspace. 
Sky News reported on June 28th that former Chief 
of the General Staff, General Lord Richard Dannatt, 
had offered an analysis of the war. He described this 
as a “crucially critical point,” noting that at some 
point, it was likely that Russia would gain control 
of the two Donbas provinces it was fighting over. 
“NATO is not going to launch an operation to throw 
them out. So there may be a new reality whereby 
part of sovereign Ukraine territory remains occupied 
by Russians for quite some time,” he told Sky News.

Texas migrant deaths: At least 46 found 
dead in abandoned truck
BBC News reported on June 28th that at least 46 
people have been found dead in an abandoned truck 
on the outskirts of San Antonio, Texas. A fire official 

said 16 people, including four children, had also 
been taken to hospital. The survivors were “hot to 
the touch” and suffering from heat stroke and heat 
exhaustion. Three people are being held in custody 
and the investigation has been handed over to 
federal agents.

Israel and Saudi Arabia ‘in talks over joint 
defence against Iran’
The Guardian reported on June 27th that military 
leaders from Saudi Arabia and Israel had met 
in  secretly-brokered US talks to discuss how to 
coordinate defences against Iran. The meeting, in 
Sharm el-Sheikh, has been kept secret until now, and 
was also attended by the former head of US Central 
Command, General Frank McKenzie. 

Kidnap alert heightens Iran-Israel 
shadow war fears
The man set to become Israel’s interim prime 
minister next week, Yair Lapid, has made an urgent 
trip to Turkey amid fears of an attack on Israeli 
tourists there by Iranian agents - as the long-running 
shadow war between the bitter foes becomes more 
open, BBC News said on June 25th. This follows a 
number of reports from Israel regarding the safety 
of its citizens in Turkey in recent days. 

Industry and SIA News
Integrating Tech, Security & Privacy: 
Health Care Security Considerations & 
Challenges
A hospital’s responsibility to balance security with 
a welcoming, therapeutic environment demands a 
unique security approach involving security leaders, 
the IT department and the C-suite. ACRE Americas’ 
David Sullivan shares key health care security 
considerations and essentials. Please click here to 
read the article.

For further information, please click here.

https://www.securityindustry.org/2022/04/07/integrating-technologies-security-and-privacy-hospital-security-systems-must-do-more-than-lock-doors-and-record-video/
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