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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful weekly reports and more —
including real time security updates.
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Issue 340 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-affected coastal 
states of Somalia and Yemen and associated waters, as well as ongoing issues facing the 
maritime industry in West Africa. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, security issues facing the 
UK and incidents affecting maritime security are also reported and analysed.
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Gulf of Guinea

Alaowei Okee, a traditional ruler in Bayelsa State, Nigeria, has gone into hiding, according to Sahara Reporters 
on July 8th, claiming that threats have been made to his life by ‘top government and security officials’, after he 
clamped down on oil theft in the State. Three senior leaders have reportedly been murdered in Bayelsa after 
standing up to oil thieves, it was reported. 

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Nigeria and ship-owning bodies join 
forces to fight piracy
The Nigerian government and a group of 
international shipping stakeholders have come 
together to launch a new initiative to prevent 
maritime crime in the Gulf of Guinea, Splash 24/7 
said on July 12th. The strategy will assess the 
effectiveness of various initiatives in the region and 
have two mutually supporting sections under the 
Nigerian Industry Working Group, Splash said.

MDAT-GoG issues alert
Although there have been no incidents of piracy 
reported in its TTW, Nigeria’s MDAT-GoG reported 
on July 7th that it had been made aware of the 
potential for pirate activity in a number of areas 
around Bonny. This suggests that they continue to 
receive intelligence on pirate gang movements in the 
region, despite the lull in attacks. The warning was in 
place until July 9th.

Deep Blue Project to monitor pipelines 
against vandalism, oil theft – NIMASA
NIMASA has announced plans to operate aerial 
surveillance of oil pipelines. The Special Mission 
Aircraft operated by NIMASA are said to be ready 
to provide 24-hour air surveillance of the country’s 
pipelines in order to deter oil theft and vandalism. 

Director General of NIMASA, Dr. Bashir Jamoh, told 
the media: “We are now expanding the operations 
of the Deep Blue project for a 24/7 surveillance of 
the pipelines to ensure that there are no leakages on 
these pipelines. I think before the end of this month, 
this operation will commence and we are going to be 
doing it jointly with the Nigerian Navy.”

Crude oil theft, pipeline vandalism 
strangling Nigeria’s oil & gas sector
International Oil Companies operating in Nigeria 
vented their frustration at the scale of oil theft in 
the country during the 2022 Nigeria Oil and Gas 
Conference, The Whistler reported on July 7th. They 
reported that between January 1st and March 31st 
this year, Nigeria lost $1bn revenue to crude oil theft, 
highlighting the massive scale of the crime.

Navy ship Okpabana rescues distressed 
oil vessel in Gulf
Nigerian Navy Ship Okpabana has rescued the crew 
from the NUE Swift, a passenger boat owned by a 
Lagos oil service company, which lost power and 
drifted off the Bonny Fairway Buoy for around 32 
hours, Ships and Ports.com.ng said on July 7th. 

For further information, please click here.

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures

2022
Incidents reported: 18 (MDAT-GoG/Others)

2021
Incidents reported: 56 (MDAT-GoG/Others) 

Crew kidnapped: 46 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)

2020
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG) 

Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)
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Suspicious Activity 

Theft 
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Indian Ocean Region

India’s state anti-terrorist squad (ATS) has seized a large consignment of illegal narcotics from Mundra port, 
the Hindustan Times reported on July 12th. The drugs, mainly heroin, originated in the Middle East, the paper 
reported. Gujarat ATS had been conducting surveillance on the port after receiving intelligence. 

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Deputy NSAs of key Indian Ocean 
states decide to expand counter-terror 
partnership
India’s Economic Times reported on July 7th that 
the Deputy National Advisers of India, Maldives, 
Mauritius and Sri Lanka had met in Kochi to discuss 
enhancing cooperation in the region to improve 
maritime security and combat terrorism and 
transnational organised crime in the Indian Ocean. 
The Economic Times reported that the meeting 
ended with positive results on several fronts, with 
exercises and workshops planned.

UK reveals Royal Navy seizure of 
smuggled Iranian missiles
In early 2022, whilst on routine maritime security 
operations, HMS Montrose seized Iranian weapons 
from speedboats being operated by smugglers in 
international waters south of Iran, the Royal Navy 
said on July 7th. The seizures, which occurred on 
January 28th and February 25th, took place in the 
early hours of the morning. HMS Montrose’s Wildcat 
helicopter, equipped with state of the art radar 
systems, was scanning for vessels smuggling illicit 
goods. The helicopter crew spotted small vessels 
moving at speed away from the Iranian coast. The 
vessels were interdicted by Royal Marines and the 

weapons returned to the UK for analysis. Iran’s state-
run Tasnim News called the claimed “baseless”.

Indian Navy formally begins search for 
“Naval Drones” to strengthen its position 
in the Indian Ocean
Defence Aviation Post said on July 9th that India’s 
Ministry of Defence has begun to look for Unmanned 
aircraft systems (UAS) for the Navy. While the main 
aim is to provide the Navy with surveillance options, 
UAS could also be employed in Search and Rescue 
(SAR) operations and also in counter-piracy efforts. 
The threat posed by ongoing incursion in the region 
by China is seen as a key driver for the project. 

Israeli defence minister says Iran 
increasing presence in Red Sea
Israel’s Defence Minister, Benny Gantz, has raised 
the alarm over Iranian movements in the Red Sea. 
He told a conference in Greece on July 5th that: 
“Today, we can confirm that Iran is methodically 
basing itself in the Red Sea with warships patrolling 
the southern region,” he said. “In the last months, we 
have identified the most significant Iranian military 
presence in the area in the past decade. It is a direct 
threat to international trade, energy supply, and the 
global economy,” Janes reported on July 7th.

For further information, please click here.
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European Waters

Splash 24/7 reported on July 8th that Russian missile fire had struck the Moldovan-flagged Millennial Spirit, 
which has been drifting in the Black Sea for four months, after it was struck by a Russian missile during an attack 
on Odessa. It was reported that there are no crew on the vessel. 

Black Sea incidents
Lloyd’s List reported on July 6th that Ukraine’s use of 
small ports on the Danube to keep exports flowing 
has led to significant congestion, particularly around 
the Sulina Canal, where Lloyd’s say more than 140 
ships are currently waiting to transit. More news 
about the Ukrainian operation to raise the country’s 
flag on Snake Island emerged last week. Naval News 
reported on July 7th that divers from Ukraine’s elite 
73rd Naval Special Purpose Centre approached the 
island using underwater vehicles and conducted a 
survey for anti-submarine and anti-landing mines 
before making landfall. They then gave the go ahead 
for other personnel to arrive on the island and plant 
the Ukrainian flag. 
On July 7th, the Daily Sabah reported that the MV 
Zhibek Zholy, a Russian ship detained by Turkey 
at the request of Ukraine, which believed it was 
carrying stolen grain, had been released. The Turkish 
Foreign Ministry said that they had investigated the 
claims and that there was no issue in this instance. 
In March 2022, Russian separatists in Mariupol 
warned that they were considering seizing foreign 
merchant ships trapped at the port in order to create 
their own merchant fleet. It would appear that on 
July 7th that they are now making good on their 
threats. Reuters reported that two ships, the MV 
Smarta and MV Blue Star 1 had been seized by the 
Donetsk People’s Republic. Liberia registered Smarta 
Shipping, who own the MV Smarta, described the 
move as “against all norms of international law”. 
The IMO believe that more than 80 foreign-flagged 
vessels remain trapped in Ukrainian ports. 
On July 6th, the United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organisation announced that it had received $17 
million from Japan to assist grain storage in Ukraine, 
which this month will harvest 2022 grain crops. 

UK plan to end Channel crossings in 
disarray as navy threatens to ‘walk away’
The UK Guardian newspaper reported on July 
9th that the Royal Navy was threatening to “walk 
away” from government plans to reduce the flow 

of small boat crossings carrying people to the UK 
from France. It reported that defence planners were 
“fed up” with trying to enforce the government’s 
plans as expert advice continues to be ignored. 
Tobias Ellwood, Conservative chair of the influential 
defence committee, said: “I know the MoD really 
wants to walk away from this, wants this to conclude. 
There’ll be less political pressure now. The prime 
minister is going.”

European police arrest 39 in crackdown 
on migrant smuggling gang
Reuters reported on July 6th that police in five 
European countries had conducted a major 
operation to crack down on people smuggling gangs, 
arresting 39 people involved in an Iraqi-Kurdish gang 
believed to be involved in smuggling people across 
the English Channel. Europol said that the network 
involved may have smuggled up to 10,000 people 
to the UK in the past year, earning as much as €15 
million in the process. 

Dozens more migrants cross the channel 
by small boat
The UK’s Daily Mail newspaper said on July 6th 
that ‘dozens’ of migrants had crossed the Channel 
in small boats that day and had been detained by 
Border Force personnel. At least 30 people were 
taken ashore by Border Force at Dover, the paper 
said, without giving a total figure for the day. On July 
8th, TDPEL Media reported that a further group of 
20 migrants had been detained at sea while trying to 
cross to the UK, despite unfavourable seas. 

For further information, please click here.

https://mast-security.com/maritime-security/
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Somalia & Yemen

Israel is hoping to establish diplomatic relations with Somalia, the Times of Israel reported on July 9th, with the 
Somali President thought to be open to discussing possible ties with parliament. 

Puntland security forces in violent clash
Garowe Online reported on July 11th that members 
of the Puntland Security Forces (PSF) and Puntland 
Marine Police Force (PMPF) clashed violently at 
Bossaso airport, Bari region that day. Reports state 
that PMPF personnel refused to allow a plane with 
Somalia’s Acting President and First Deputy Speaker 
of the House, as well as humanitarian aid to land. 
PSF personnel who had arrived to welcome the flight 
In the resulting clash, it is believed that at least 15 
people were shot and killed.

Ending Al Shabab’s Funding a Major 
Challenge
Somalia’s new president Hassan Sheikh Mohamud 
has vowed to shut down revenue streams for Al 
Shabaab terrorists. The Islamist militants are believed 
to make millions of dollars per year from taxes they 
impose in areas of Somalia under their control. But 
security analysts say cutting off the terrorist funding 
won’t be easy. Somalia’s President Hassan Sheikh 
Mohamud this week said his government will crack 
down on funding steams for the Al Shabaab militant 
group. Speaking Tuesday to Somali troops training in 
Turkey, Mohamud accused the Somali group of using 
extorted taxes to help finance terrorism across Africa 
and the world, VOA said on July 8th.

Separate Blasts Kill 2 in Somalia 
Authorities say that an explosive device targeted 
a vehicle carrying a police officer in the town of 
Afgooye, 30 kilometres southwest of the capital 
Mogadishu. He was identified as Mohamed Abdi 
Madobe. Security officials in Afgooye confirmed to 
VOA that the officer was killed when a landmine 
planted near a river bridge targeted his vehicle. Al 
Shabaab militants claimed responsibility. The second 
incident killed a man who served close to 16 years in 
an Italian prison. Omar Hashi Hassan was killed by a 
bomb attached to his car in Mogadishu’s Dharkenley 
district, according to Somali police spokesman 
Abdifatah Adan, who spoke to VOA by phone, they 
reported on July 6th.

Yemen: UN envoy outlines achievements 
and challenges in truce implementation
Hans Grundberg, the Secretary-General’s Special 
Envoy for Yemen, and Joyce Msuya, the UN deputy 
relief chief, briefed ambassadors at the UN on 
progress on July 11th. They said that while the 
current truce had resulted in a drop in civilian 
casualties of around two thirds, they were still 
working on the details of the truce while it was 
implemented. Critical shipments of aid were now 
able to arrive at the port of Hodeidah, and there are 
plans to create a de-escalation Joint Coordination 
Room. However, the threat of famine remains very 
real, they reported. 

Top military commander shot dead in 
eastern Yemen
Middle East Memo reported on July 11th that a 
senior commander from the Southern Transitional 
Council had been shot and killed on Sunday 10th by 
unknown gunmen in Hadhramaut. “Yemen has lost 
one of the most prominent cadres and heroes, who 
was distinguished by courage and determination,” 
Aidarus al-Zubaidi, the deputy head of the Southern 
Transitional Council, said in a statement. Although 
no one has claimed responsibility for the incident, 
MEMO noted that al-Qaeda had carried out similar 
attacks in the area. 

Yemen delegation to seek wheat from 
India
Reuters reported on July 7th that Yemen is to send 
a delegation to India in the hope of negotiating 
grain imports from the country. Reuters reported 
that Yemen’s current stockpiles of food will run out 
towards the end of August, according to Trade and 
Industry Minister, Mohammed al Ashwal. Although 
India banned wheat exports as a result of global 
shortages due to the Russian invasion of Ukraine, it 
has issued exemptions for some countries. 

For further information, please click here.
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UK Security News

The 17th anniversary of the London bombings in which 52 people were killed was marked across the capital on 
July 7th, the BBC noted. Mayor Sadiq Khan paid tribute to the victims and laid a wreath at the memorial in Hyde 
Park, alongside members of the emergency services.

Oxford man pleads guilty to terrorism 
offences
Oliver Riley, an 18-year-old from Watlington, Oxford, 
has been convicted of terrorism offences, the Oxford 
Mail reported on July 12th. He will be sentenced 
next month after pleading guilty to several charges 
relating to extreme right wing terrorism ideology. 
The paper reported that he had uploaded a number 
of videos online which were of a neo-Nazi and racist 
nature which breached UK legislation. 

Extremist who had bomb-making 
instructions jailed
An extremist who possessed instructions on how 
to make bombs and prepare acts of terrorism has 
been jailed. Counter-terror police were alerted to 
Scott Mason’s “racist, homophobic and anti-Semitic 
views” in October 2021. Mason, 36, of Rainhill in 
Merseyside, was found with a document relating to a 
copy of the Anarchist Cookbook, as well as extreme 
pornographic images, BBC News said on July 8th. He 
admitted possessing information useful to a terrorist 
and was jailed at Manchester Crown Court for three 
years.

Man arrested on suspicion of terrorism 
offences after airport stop
The Metropolitan Police said on July 7th that their 
Counter Terrorism Command had arrested a man 
at Luton Airport on suspicion of being a member of 
a proscribed organisation. The man, in his 30s, was 
arrested as he arrived in the UK on suspicion of being 
a member of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) - contrary to section 11, TACT, 2000, the Met 
said.

Terrorism: Lone actors make stopping 
attacks harder, say FBI and MI5 chiefs
Finding intelligence to stop terrorism is getting 
harder because attackers are increasingly lone actors, 
the head of the FBI has told a meeting in London. 
Christopher Wray said the US security services and 
MI5 are seeing more attacks carried out with crude 

weapons and little planning or training. At the end 
of joint meetings with MI5, Mr Wray said it was vital 
for security services to share intelligence quickly. MI5 
head Ken McCallum said they faced a “very difficult 
cocktail of risks,” the BBC said on July 8th.

London News
Manhunt launched after girl, 16, is 
sexually assaulted on Hounslow bus
The Evening Standard reported on July 12th that 
Met Police were searching for a man believed to 
have sexually assaulted a 16-year-old as she tried 
to leave a bus in London. The incident took place in 
April, but the Met has now issued a photo of a man 
they wish to speak to about the incident. 

Met PC Thomas Andrews charged with 
‘intentional strangulation’
A Met Police officer has been charged with 
“intentional strangulation”, BBC News said on July 
11th. PC Thomas Andrews was arrested after officers 
on patrol were alerted by a member of the public to 
an incident on Brockley Rise in Honor Oak, south east 
London, at about 01:00 BST on Saturday. A woman 
reported she had been assaulted and her phone 
damaged.

Ilford: Woman stabbed by cyclist near 
site of Zara Aleena killing
A woman has been stabbed in the back by a cyclist in 
the same area of east London where Zara Aleena was 
killed. The stabbing victim, 27, was hospitalised after 
the attack on St Johns Road, Ilford. Police want to 
speak to a man on a green bike and dressed in black. 
Chief Inspector Chris Byrne said: “I know that this 
attack on a woman, coming so soon after the tragic 
murder of Zara Aleena, will be of great concern to 
Londoners and particularly to people in Ilford,”  BBC 
News reported on July 11th. 

For further information, please click here.
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Global Security News

Basil Rajapaksa, who has US citizenship and is the former Finance Minister of Sri Lanka, has been prevented 
from leaving the country by immigration officials, Sky News reported on July 12th. Mounting public anger and 
rioting in recent weeks have seen the Prime Minister resign and the President go into hiding. 

Ukraine: Latest updates
Iran is preparing to supply Russia with UAVs capable 
of being fitted with weapons systems, Sky News 
said on July 12th. Quoting US officials, Sky said that 
it was not clear whether the drones had already 
arrived, but that Iranian personnel were expected 
to begin training their Russian counterparts soon. 
Meanwhile, the UK Ministry of Defence said on July 
12th that while Russian forces continued to make 
small, incremental territorial gains, it is thought that 
personnel shortages may force Russia to recruit 
new soldiers from Russian prisons to serve with the 
Wagner PMC.
ITV News reported on July 9th that Ukrainian 
soldiers had arrived in the UK to be trained by British 
forces. The first group met with Defence Secretary, 
Ben Wallace, as they began a training programme 
expected to last several weeks. As many as 10,000 
Ukrainians are expected to be trained in the coming 
months. 
Turkey continues to try and reach agreement 
between Ukraine and Russia on a means to transport 
the more than 20 million tons of grain stored in 
Ukraine out of the country, Sky News said. A meeting 
between representatives of the three countries 
was planned for Wednesday 13th in Istanbul. The 
Ukrainian Grain Association note that before the war, 
the country could export up to seven million tons of 
grain per month, but in June this figure dropped to 
2.2 million tons. 
Following a series of explosions at what is rumoured 
to have been a Russian ammunition supply in Nova 
Kakhovka, a town occupied by Russian forces, CNN 
reported on July 12th that at least seven people 
were missing. The town, in the Kherson region of 
Ukraine, was shaken by a series of large explosions 
on the night of Monday 11th. 
CNN also reported on July 12th that Brazil is “almost 
certain” to purchase diesel from Russia. They quoted 
President Bolsonaro telling a crowd: “Now, it is 
almost certain there will be an agreement for us to 
buy diesel from Russia at a much cheaper price.”

Gunmen kill 15 people and injure nine
Sky News reported on July 10th that at least 15 
people had been killed and nine injured when 
gunmen opened fire on people sitting at a tavern in 
Soweto, South Africa on Sunday. Police said that the 
gunmen opened fire at random and that the motive 
for the attack was currently unknown. In a separate 
incident, four people were shot dead in KwaZulu-
Natal, and the BBC reported on July 12th that two 
suspects had been arrested in connection with that 
incidents. 

Military camp raided near Mozambique 
gas project
Mozambican militants on Saturday raided a military 
camp located near a site exploring a major gas field 
in the northern Cabo Delgado province. It was the 
third such attack against a military position in the 
province in less than two months. The attackers 
were reported to be looking for arms and food 
supplies. Local media outlets say there were fierce 
confrontations between soldiers and the suspected 
Islamists, with casualties on both sides, BBC News 
said on July 11th.

Industry and SIA News
How CISOs Look at Physical Security
The SIA Cybersecurity Advisory Board (CAB) presents 
an engaging discussion with chief information 
security officer (CISO) Nicole Ford (previously of 
Carrier and currently at Rockwell Automation), along 
with the CAB’s Min Kyriannis, CEO of Amyna Systems. 
Their discussion uncovers top down challenges and 
affirms some prevailing cybersecurity perceptions 
leaving viewers with new understanding and tools 
to become resiliency champions within their own 
organizations. Please click here for details.

For further information, please click here.

https://www.securityindustry.org/2022/06/29/how-cisos-look-at-physical-security-a-conversation-with-ciso-nicole-ford/
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