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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on
•
•
•

Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and
personnel ashore and at sea.
In country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity.

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that
seafarers and other stakeholders face.
This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management.
Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining
to all maritime affairs.
Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful weekly reports and more —
including real time security updates.

Issue 343
Issue 343 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-affected coastal
states of Somalia and Yemen and associated waters, as well as ongoing issues facing the
maritime industry in West Africa. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, security issues facing the
UK and incidents affecting maritime security are also reported and analysed.
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Gulf of Guinea
NIMASA issued an alert last week that the Nigerian-flagged FPSO Sea Eagle was sinking in waters off Nigeria.
The vessel had reportedly been taking on water since July 24th, leading NIMASA to issue the alert about the
FPSO, owned by Shell, Daily Trend said on July 28th.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Seafood prices soar as ‘sea pirates’ lay
siege to Akwa Ibom waters

We’ve recovered N25bn stolen crude in
four months – Navy

Nigeria’s Leadership newspaper reported on July
30th that an increase in activity by ‘sea pirates’ in
the waters around coastal communities in Akwa
Ibom have led to a sharp increase in the price of
seafood, with many fishermen now too scared to
venture out to sea. According to the paper, the
“waterways across the coastal communities of
Uruan, Mbo, Esit Eket, Eastern Obolo, Ibeno and
Oron LGAs, have been taken over by sea pirates.”
They quote one fisherman who told them: “Several
fishermen and travellers to Cameroon have been
robbed, kidnapped and others killed or missing with
several boats and outboard engines seized, even
with some of the boats allowed to float on the high
sea without control.” On July 16th, police in Akwa
Ibom, Bayelsa State, rescued 28 fishermen who had
been kidnapped by a group of five armed individuals.
They were robbed and held hostage until local police
called in marine officers who were able to locate and
rescue the men.

The Nigerian Navy’s Director of Information (DINFO),
Commodore AO Ayo-Vaughan, told the media
that since the beginning of Operation Dakatar
Da Bararwo on April 1st, the Navy has recovered
around N25 billion’s worth of stolen crude oil
products. Commodore Ayo-Vaughan said the
Navy had recovered 23,110,102.59 litres of AGO;
39,664,420.16 litres/230,882.73 barrels of crude oil;
649,775.38 litres of DPK; 345,000.49 litres OF PMS,
380,000 litres of sludge and 66,000 litres of LPFO.
During that four-month period, they destroyed 278
Illegal Refinery Sites (IRS) and arrested 85 suspects
with 72 boats impounded and 23 vehicles and tankertrucks, website Within Nigeria said on August 1st.

NDLEA seized over N130bn worth of
drugs in 17 months
Nigeria’s National Drug Law Enforcement Agency
(NDLEA) reports that it has seized over 3.5 million
kilos of illegal narcotics in the last 17 month.
Citing its partnership with the Nigerian Navy, the
National Drug Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA),
said that because the country’s sea ports were
now better policed, smugglers were trying to use
lagoon channels around the Eko Atlantic City area to
smuggle.

For further information, please click here.

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures
2022
Incidents reported: 18 (MDAT-GoG/Others)
2021
Incidents reported: 56 (MDAT-GoG/Others)
Crew kidnapped: 46 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)
2020
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)
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Indian Ocean Region
Pakistan has announced plans to implement a Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) for its fishing vessels, hopefully
reducing the number of incidents where local vessels stray into Indian waters and are detained by India’s Navy,
website Samaa reported on July 29th.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

India, France, UAE hold trilateral talk to
boost maritime security

Iran is manufacturing stealth
speedboats, says IRGC admiral

ANI reported on July 28th that a trilateral meeting of
the Focal Points of India, France and the United Arab
Emirates took place that day to discuss maritime
security in the region and how cooperation could be
boosted between the three nations. Humanitarian
assistance and disaster relief were also discussed, as
well as how trilateral cooperation in the region could
be furthered, ANI said.

The Jerusalem Post reported on July 28th Iran’s
IRGC Navy are now equipping their high speed patrol
boats and speedboats with ‘stealth’ technology,
citing comments from Commodore Alireza Tangsiri.
Covert Shores report that a new vessel under
construction by Iran appears to be a catamaran
design, with a clean-angled form suggesting a stealth
approach and believe it could be a missile boat.
Tasnim News, Iran’s state-run media outlet, said that
their new advanced warship had unique features,
and was named after Lt. General Qassem Soleimani,
and is a multi-hulled watercraft with the so-called
Incat shape design.

Indian Navy Carrier Delivery
the Indian Navy took delivery of its indigenously
built aircraft carrier Vikrant from shipbuilders Cochin
Shipyard Limited (CSL), Kochi. The 286-yard-long
carrier is capable of operating an air wing consisting
of 30 aircraft comprising of MIG-29K fighter jets,
Kamov-31 and MH-60R helicopters, in addition to the
indigenously manufactured Dhruv- Advanced Light
Helicopters (ALH) and naval version of the Tejas Light
Combat Aircraft (LCA) stated an Indian Navy release,
USNI said on July 29th.

Maldives President heads to India maritime security top the agenda
India’s Financial Express reported on July 29th that
the President of Maldives arrives in India on a fourday visit, with maritime security at the top of the
agenda in his discussions with the new President
of India Droupadi Murmu. As a key neighbour in
the Indian Ocean, Financial Express reported that
enhancing maritime security would be a key topic for
discussion by the two.

For further information, please click here.

Hijack
Kidnap
Approach/Attack
Suspicious Activity
Theft

MAST Note: This chart will be replaced as soon as Admiralty UK releases the updated version.
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European Waters
Russia cancelled its Navy Day celebrations in Sevastopol on Sunday 31st July, after a suspected Ukrainian drone
strike on the headquarters of its Black Sea Fleet. Radio Free Europe reported that six persons had been injured
during the incident, but that no fatalities had been announced.

Black Sea incidents

the English Channel in 12 small boats on Saturday one of the highest number in a single day so far this
year. With the 247 migrants arriving on Friday, more
than 1,000 people have made the crossing in the last
week. This month, 3,683 people have crossed from
France, bringing the total so far this year to 16,399.
A recent report found Border Force may have made
the small-boat crisis worse, BBC News said on July
31st.

On August 1st, the first grain export left a Ukrainian
port as part of the agreement brokered by Turkey
between Russia and Ukraine. The Sierra Leoneflagged Razoni left the port of Odessa carrying
26,000 tons of grain, bound for Lebanon. However,
she will pause in Turkish waters on Tuesday for an
inspection under the agreement reached between
the three countries. The Joint Coordination Centre
(JCC) in Istanbul will conduct the operation. The
departure from Odessa was a surprise, as it was
thought that the first vessels would leave the port
of Chornomorsk. Ukraine’s Infrastructure Minister
Alexander Kubrakov said that 16 other ships were
waiting to depart in the ports of Odessa Region in
the coming weeks.
On July 29th, it was confirmed that several Lloyd’s
of London insurers had agreed to provide marine
insurance coverage for vessels undertaking grain
shipments through the Black Sea. Insurers Ascot
said on their website on July 29th: Ascot today
announces the launch of a Marine Cargo and War
facility which will provide coverage for vital grain and
food products transitioning through safe corridors
established by the newly signed Black Sea Treaty
between Russia and Ukraine. Placed by Marsh, and
led by Ascot, the Lloyd’s facility will provide up to
$50m in all risks marine cargo and war coverage. The
facility will allow ships transporting grain, and other
designated food products from Ukrainian ports, to
have reliable and readily available coverage in place
for their export voyages.
One thing missing from news reports was mention
of any mine clearing operations. On July 28th, Splash
24/7 reported that the grain corridor agreement,
which is valid for 120 days, would require the waters
around Odessa to be de-mined. This was expected to
take one to two weeks, but who would be in charge
of the operation was not reported.

Suspected people smugglers ‘helping
thousands of migrants cross English
Channel’ arrested and handed over to
foreign police
MyLondon reported on July 29th that two suspected
small boat people smugglers arrested in London
in May had been handed over to Belgian police
on July 27th after agreeing to their extradition to
face charges of allegedly being responsible for the
transport of thousands of migrants from France to
the UK. One of the two, Hewa Rahimpur, originally
from Iran, is accused of securing small boats for the
operation and arranging for migrant movements
between Belgium and France. He was detained at
Manchester Airport as he attempted to fly to Turkey.

German rights commissioner criticises
Libyan coastguard over Mediterranean
migrants
Luise Amtsberg, Germany’s human rights
commissioner, has criticised Libya, calling the country
an ‘unreliable partner’ due to repeated failings in
search and rescue operations in the Mediterranean.
“International law and human rights are being
repeatedly violated at sea and on land. The Libyan
coastguard is therefore not a reliable partner for the
European Union,” he said, according to a report by
The National on July 29th.

Channel migrants: More than 1,000 cross
the Channel in a week

For further information, please click here.

The Ministry of Defence says 460 people crossed
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