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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on
•
•
•

Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and
personnel ashore and at sea.
In country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity.

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that
seafarers and other stakeholders face.
This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management.
Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining
to all maritime affairs.
Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful weekly reports and more —
including real time security updates.

Issue 344
Issue 344 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-affected coastal
states of Somalia and Yemen and associated waters, as well as ongoing issues facing the
maritime industry in West Africa. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, security issues facing the
UK and incidents affecting maritime security are also reported and analysed.
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Gulf of Guinea
Dialogo reported on August 4th that the Brazilian Navy remained in the Gulf of Guinea region, as part of
Operation Guinex-II. The exercise began on June 18th and concludes on August 20th and focuses on maritime
security and interoperability between regional navies and Coast Guards. Participating in the operation are
Cameroon, Cape Verde, Ivory Coast, Nigeria, and São Tomé and Príncipe.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

the trade in illegal oil in Rivers State, Leadership
reported on August 4th. The comments were made
by the Commander of Nigerian Navy Ship (NNS)
Pathfinder, Commodore Suleiman Ibrahim, at a
strategy meeting between the Navy and Nigerian
Security and Civil Defence Corps (NSCDC) in Port
Harcourt. Ibrahim said that the war against pipeline
vandals and oil thieves should not be limited to the
waterways but also extend to their financial backers
and would-be buyers of stolen oil products.

Nigerian Navy deploys NNS KADA to
Guinea Bissau on ECOWAS mission
The Nigerian Navy’s recently commissioned Landing
Tank Ship (LTS) NNS Kada, has been deployed to
Guinea Bissau as part of an ECOWAS ‘stabilisation
mission’ in the country. The vessel is carrying military
equipment to the country as well as conducting
peace-keeping duties, the Flag Officer Commanding
(FOC) Western Naval Command, Rear Admiral
Yakubu Wambai, told Sun News Online on August
7th.

Oil theft: How Nigeria’s output dropped
12.5% in 6 months
On August 4th, Vanguard reported that their
investigations suggested that Nigeria’s 12.5% drop
in oil production between January-June 2022 (from
1.6 million barrels per day to 1.4 million) was largely
due to pipeline vandalism, oil theft and the “boom”
in illegal refining. They estimate that around 300,000
barrels per day were being lost to oil thieves every
day as a result.

‘We’re better trained to tackle
insecurity’, says Nigerian Merchant Navy,
seeks FG’s partnership
Nigeria’s Merchant Navy has called for a greater
role in providing maritime security for the country,
Vanguard reported on August 6th. Speaking on
behalf of the organisation, Rear Admiral Agaba
pointed out that they had been trained to tackle
insecurity and called upon the government, Navy and
other security agencies to further engage them to
secure the country’s waters.

For further information, please click here.

Nigerian Navy urges more action against
illegal oil bunkering
The Nigerian Navy has called for even greater
efforts and closer collaboration to disrupt and deter
Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures
2022
Incidents reported: 18 (MDAT-GoG/Others)
2021
Incidents reported: 56 (MDAT-GoG/Others)
Crew kidnapped: 46 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)
2020
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)
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Indian Ocean Region
Defence Web reported on August 4th that with the threat posed by Covid-19 receding in the region, naval
Exercise Oxide 2022, between South Africa and France, is set to take place between November 14th and 20th.
At present, the actual location is simply described as “the west coast area of operation”.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

current remit has seen it transition from traditional
maritime security threats such as piracy to also
policing illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing,
as well as illegal narcotics and weapons trafficking.

Sri Lanka faces diplomatic concerns with
expected arrival of Chinese ship
Sri Lanka has requested a delay in the planned visit to
the country’s Hambantota port by a Chinese research
and survey vessel, Arab News reported on August
7th. The Yuan Wang 5 ship is expected to arrive on
August 11th, at the port built and leased by China.
Its pending arrival had sparked diplomatic concerns
from India over China’s influence in Sri Lanka, the
paper said.

UNODC port security training brings
results with interception of 36 radiated
tortoises in Madagascar
UNODC, through its Global Maritime Crime
Programme, trained over 110 officers working at the
Madagascar ports of Toamasina and Mahajanga over
four weeks in June-July 2022. Participants included
the police, immigration, customs, fire brigade, port
management, and private sector operators at the
port. One day after the training concluded, a joint
team of officers who had attended the training
intercepted the smuggling of 36 radiated tortoises.
The tortoises, native to southern Madagascar,
are classified as critically endangered by the
International Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN), UNODC reported on August 3rd.

Israel Navy, US 5th Fleet hold joint drill
in Red Sea
The navies of Israel and the US recently completed
another drill in the Red Sea, The Jerusalem Post said
on August 3rd. Although few details on the fourday exercise were publicly available, three US Navy
vessels took part alongside two Israeli Navy missile
ships. The exercise took place at a time of increased
activity in the region by Iran’s IRGC Navy and follows
comments from Israel’s Defence Minister, Benny
Gantz, who warned of their expansion in the region.

For further information, please click here.

Portugal to lead Operation Atalanta
Commodore Marcelo Correia has taken over
command of EU NAVFOR Operation Atalanta until its
anticipated end of operation in December this year,
Portugal Resident said on August 5th. Atalanta’s
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European Waters
InfoMigrants reported on August 9th that Algerian television news outlets had reported that the bodies of six
migrants had been recovered from the sea, after their small boat sank. Six others were rescued, they said.

Black Sea incidents

extraordinary.”

Four more ships carrying grain and sunflower oil
have left Ukraine ports via a safe maritime corridor,
BBC News reported on August 7th. They left on
Sunday from the ports of Odessa and Chornomorsk,
and will all travel through the Bosphorus strait. After
the inspections, two are then scheduled to dock in
Turkey, while the others are headed for Italy and
China. Another empty ship arrived in Chornomorsk
on Sunday afternoon, ready to be loaded with grain
for export. Also on August 7th, Sofia Globe reported
that the Bulgarian Navy had safely destroyed a naval
mine found off the central beach in Tsarevo. On
August 3rd, a floating crane struck an object which
exploded and caused damage to the vessel. The
incident occurred at the mouth of Bystre, where the
Danube River flows into the Black Sea, Ukraine News
said. The route has been used since Ukraine regained
control of Snake Island to move grain cargoes, prior
to the establishment of the humanitarian grain
corridor in the Black Sea. On August 2nd, Lloyd’s List
reported that there were 16 ships with grain cargoes
at the ports of Odessa and Chornomorsk, with 10 of
those ready to transit. Lloyd’s List Intelligence report
24 bulk carriers and general cargo vessels in port at
Odessa, Chornomorsk and Yuzhnyi.
On August 4th, People’s Gazette reported that
despite the creation of the new grain corridor in the
Black Sea, the EU was still seeking alternative routes
for Ukraine’s agricultural exports.
On August 9th, Reuters reported that Ukraine, Russia
and Turkey had finally released the long-awaited
procedures for using the humanitarian grain corridor,
which include a condition that vessels transiting
will be protected by a 10nm buffer zone. Reuters
report that 10 ships have so far departed Ukraine
with cargoes including grain, corn, sunflower oil and
soy-beans. Two empty ships have arrived at ports
in Ukraine to receive cargoes. Neil Roberts, head of
marine and aviation at Lloyd’s Market Association,
told Reuters that: “The successful exit of multiple
vessels was beyond the imagining of most people
only a few weeks ago and to have come this far is

Almost £500m of taxpayers’ money has
been spent on preventing migrants from
crossing the English Channel
The UK’s Daily Mail newspaper reported on August
7th that the government had spent nearly half a
billion pounds in the last seven years in an effort to
prevent small boat Channel crossings. They reported
the sum on the same day that another 388 people
crossed from France to the UK, the paper said. The
£473 million spent included £74 million to upgrade
UK Border Force’s cutter fleet and an extra £50
million when the Ministry of Defence took over
operations in the English Channel.

Channel Migrants: New daily high for
2022 set
Almost 700 migrants crossed the English Channel
in 14 small boats on one day last week, BBC News
said, a daily high for the year so far. The Ministry
of Defence said 696 migrants made the crossing,
topping the previous daily record of 651 in April. The
French authorities stopped two boats at sea with
35 people on each. More than 17,000 people have
arrived in the UK after navigating busy shipping lanes
from France in small boats so far in 2022, according
to Government figures.

More than 250 migrants picked up off
Tunisia
Arab New said on August 7th that the Tunisian Coast
Guard had intercepted over 250 migrants attempting
to cross the Mediterranean to Italy. The country’s
National Guard said in a Facebook post that maritime
authorities: “were able ... to rescue 255 would-be
migrants, including 170 people of various African
nationalities, with the remainder Tunisians.” Those
rescued were picked up in 17 attempted crossings,
Arab News added.

For further information, please click here.
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