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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful weekly reports and more —
including real time security updates.
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Issue 345 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-affected coastal 
states of Somalia and Yemen and associated waters, as well as ongoing issues facing the 
maritime industry in West Africa. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, security issues facing the 
UK and incidents affecting maritime security are also reported and analysed.
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Gulf of Guinea

The Nigerian National Petroleum Company Limited (NNPC) has created a phone app designed to let members 
of the public alert them to incidents of oil theft and pipeline vandalism, Sun News Online reported on August 
13th. It’s hoped that the new measure will assist the security forces in their efforts to clamp down on what has 
become a significant economic threat to the country. 

Incidents: 
1.   On 11th August2022, at 03:00UTC, an unknown 
boat approached a MV in position 08°30N-013°12E at 
Freetown anchorage area, Sierra Leone. An unknown 
man boarded the ship. The guard on board flashed at 
him with his torch and the man ran from the vessel. 
Reported by MDAT-GoG. (Not shown on chart).

How security forces aid oil theft in Niger 
Delta – Investigation
Nigeria’s Blueprint website has conducted a 
three-month investigation into oil theft and illegal 
refining in the country, which found that military 
personnel, police officers and even operatives 
from oil companies are involved in the theft and 
refinement of crude oil products in the country. In a 
report on August 12th, they sat that in many cases, 
collusion between security forces and oil thieves sees 
the latter pay “dues” to security teams who ignore 
crimes. The claims are denied by the Nigerian Navy.

USCGC Mohawk (WMEC 913) arrives in 
Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire
The Famous-class medium endurance cutter USCGC 
Mohawk (WMEC 913) arrived in Abidjan, Côte 
d’Ivoire for a scheduled port visit on August 12th, 
the US Navy said. While in Abidjan, the Mohawk crew 
will exchange with Côte d’Ivoire maritime forces, 
including close quarters combat and casualty care, 
illegal contraband collection and handling, and Visit, 

Board, Search and Seizure (VBSS) demonstrations.

Nigerian troops arrest 10 pipeline 
vandals, 2 sea pirates in Niger Delta
Ripples Nigeria said on August 11th that personnel 
from Operation Delta Safe had arrested two, high-
profile suspected sea pirates during operations in 
Rivers State. Fagha Golden and Victor Elkanah are 
both wanted for a series of armed attacks against 
oil tankers, kidnapping and illegal oil bunkering, a 
spokesperson said. In addition, 10 suspected pipeline 
vandals were also arrested during operations against 
illegal oil refiners. During the course of these, 
security forces deactivated 37 illegal refineries, 68 
dugout pits, 188 storage tanks and recovered 3.7 
million litres of crude oil and 2.01 million litres of 
Automotive Gas Oil (AGO).

NIWA considers South African firm for 
inland waterways surveillance project
Nigeria’s National Inland Waterways Authority 
(NIWA) is looking into whether a South African 
firm could install surveillance cameras and a new 
command centre which would provide security 
coverage for Nigerian inland waterways, Tribune 
Online reported on August 11th. 

For further information, please click here.

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures

2022
Incidents reported: 19 (MDAT-GoG/Others)

2021
Incidents reported: 56 (MDAT-GoG/Others) 

Crew kidnapped: 46 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)

2020
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG) 

Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)
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Indian Ocean Region

A Chinese research ship has docked in Sri Lanka’s Hambantota port despite Indian concerns. The Yuan Wang 5 
was given permission to dock on the condition it would not carry out research while in Sri Lankan waters, said 
port officials, according to a BBC News report on August 16th.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Sri Lanka receives new MPA
Chief of Justice of Hormozgan, Mojtaba Ghahremani
According to a report by Mint on August 15th, Sri 
Lanka has received its first Dornier surveillance 
aircraft from India. In a handover on the 15th, the 
aircraft was delivered to the Sri Lanka Navy at a 
ceremony attended by new Sri Lankan president, 
Ranil Wickremesinghe. The Dornier 228 Maritime 
Patrol Aircraft will provide much-needed aerial 
capability for Sri Lanka’s Navy.

USS Hershel “Woody” Williams (ESB 4) 
arrives in Tanzania 
USS Hershel “Woody” Williams (ESB 4) arrived in 
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania for a scheduled port visit 
on Aug. 13th, the US Navy said. “Tanzania is a key 
partner for the U.S. to continue its promotion of 
peace and regional stability throughout East Africa,” 
said Capt. Chad Graham, commanding officer of 
Hershel “Woody” Williams. “We’re very appreciative 
of Tanzania for allowing us to make this port visit as 
we continue operations along the coast.”

Pakistan Navy directs SAR operation 
saving Indian crew
The Pakistan Maritime Information Centre received 
a distress call on August 9th from an Indian vessel 
which was capsizing in the Arabian Sea, Maritime 

Executive reported on August 12th. They relayed the 
information to the MT Kruibeke, which was nearby. 
The merchant ship rescued nine of the 10 crewmen 
from the water and continued its journey to Dubai. A 
later patrol by the Pakistan Navy recovered the body 
of one man from the water.

Iran seizes vessel carrying smuggled fuel
Asharq Al-Awsat reported on August 11th that 
Iranian forces had intercepted a vessel suspected of 
smuggling fuel in the Arabian Gulf. Iran’s Fars News 
quoted Chief of Justice of Hormozgan, Mojtaba 
Ghahremani, who said that the local Coast Guard had 
seized the ship, which was carrying 277,000 litres 
of smuggled fuel. 12 crew were arrested during the 
operation and are being questioned, he said. 

Iranian Navy scares away pirates in Red 
Sea
The Iranian naval forces saved a trade vessel from 
a pirate attack in the Red Sea, the state-run Tasnim 
News said on August 10th. Iran’s Deputy Navy 
Commander Admiral Mostafa Tajeddini said on 
Wednesday that one of the country’s merchant ships 
in the Red Sea made a mayday call after coming 
under attack from pirates on Tuesday.

For further information, please click here.
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MAST Note: This chart will be replaced as soon as Admiralty UK releases the updated version.
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European Waters

Maritime Executive said on August 11th that Spanish police had recovered 200kg of cocaine from the interior 
of a water intake in the hull of the bulk carrier Nord Mamore at Santa Cruz de Tenerife. Prior to its arrival in 
Tenerife, the ship had visited the ports of Imbituba, Rio Grande and Curitiba, Brazil.

Black Sea incidents
After its cargo was rejected by the original buyer, 
the MV Razoni, the first ship to leave Ukraine using 
the new humanitarian grain corridor, is approaching 
Tartous, Syria, Euronews reported on August 15th. 
After initial reports that the cargo was destined for 
Egypt, the Razoni turned off its AIS transponder after 
leaving the port of Mersin, Turkey on August 11th. 
Ukraine has previously accused Syria of importing 
150,000 tonnes of grain it said Russia stole from 
Ukrainian warehouses. Following the cargo’s initial 
rejection, Russia took the opportunity to express 
doubts over the effectiveness of the grain corridor, 
claiming that the crisis in Ukraine was being used 
by Western countries for their own interests, India 
Narrative said on August 11th.
The UN-chartered MV Brave Commander is expected 
to arrive at the port of Yuzhny to collect a cargo of 
wheat destined for the Horn of Africa under the 
World Food Programme, the UN said on August 12th. 
The ship is expected to transit to Ethiopia, they said.
As of August 12th, some 20 vessels carrying 
agricultural goods had left Ukrainian ports, carrying 
over 400,000 metric tons of grain, Ship Technology 
said on August 12th. Despite that, Reuters noted on 
August 15th that Ukraine’s grain exports were down 
46% year on year.
On August 11th, Lloyd’s List reported that Ukraine’s 
Deputy Infrastructure Minister, Yuriy Vaskov, had 
said that the country hoped to export three million 
tonnes of grain per month by September. This would 
mean at least five ships per day leaving Ukrainian 
ports, which Vaskov said was achievable, Lloyd’s 
reported.
Russia, meanwhile, has called on Western countries 
to contribute further to the grain corridor deal by 
exporting Russian grain and fertilisers, China’s Xinhua 
agency said on August 11th.

Channel migrants: More than 20,000 
people arrive in UK in 2022
More than 20,000 people have crossed the English 
Channel in small boats this year, the Ministry of 

Defence has confirmed, BBC News said on August 
14th. On Saturday 13th, 607 made the crossing in 14 
boats - the third time the total has exceeded 600 in 
2022. There were 28,526 crossings detected in 2021. 
By this point last year, just over 11,300 crossings had 
been made.

People-smugglers charging migrants 
£17,000 to sneak into the UK
The UK Daily Mail said on August 14th that Albanian 
people traffickers were using luxury yachts to 
illegally transport people into the UK. They said 
that one of their reporters posed as a migrant and 
approached a criminal organisation which said it 
could place them on a yacht leaving port in Belgium 
for £17,000, while another offered transit from 
Calais for £16,000.

Tunisian forces intercept illegal 
migration attempts
Tunisia’s Interior Ministry said on August 12th that 
82 people had been prevented from attempting to 
cross to Europe, Asharq Al-Awsat said on Saturday 
13th. National Guard units prevented five migration 
attempts and rescued 76 people at sea during the 
course of their operations, while six more were 
intercepted on land. 

Dozens missing after migrant boat sinks 
in Aegean Sea – UNHCR
UNHCR reported on August 10th that there were 
fears that dozens of people may have drowned after 
the vessel they were on capsized off Rhodes, Greece 
on Wednesday. The Greek Coast Guard rescued 29 
people from the water, but it was thought that at 
least 50 others were still missing. 

For further information, please click here.

https://mast-security.com/maritime-security/


+44 (0) 1279 216726

Thremhall Park, Start Hill, Bishop Stortford, Herts CM22 7WE

operations@mast-security.co.uk

www.mast-security.co.uk

mailto:operations%40mast-security.co.uk%20?subject=

