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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on
•
•
•

Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and
personnel ashore and at sea.
In country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity.

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that
seafarers and other stakeholders face.
This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management.
Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining
to all maritime affairs.
Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful weekly reports and more —
including real time security updates.

Issue 347
Issue 347 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-affected coastal
states of Somalia and Yemen and associated waters, as well as ongoing issues facing the
maritime industry in West Africa. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, security issues facing the
UK and incidents affecting maritime security are also reported and analysed.
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Gulf of Guinea
Nigeria’s Chief of Naval Staff, Vice Admiral Awwal Gambo, told Nigerian media on Monday 29th that the Navy
had lost ‘numerous’ court cases against arrested vessels due to a lack of diligence by prosecutors. He said the
navy does not have the constitutional power to prosecute maritime offenders, and as a result, had lost cases on
arrested vessels, The Cable reported.

Incidents:
1. On the 24th August at 0320 UTC, a theft occurred
on a MV (NAME WITHHELD) whilst in Angola
territorial waters in position 06°07S0-12°12E. Two
robbers boarded and stole cargo. The incident was
reported to port authorities.

personnel at the group’s base of operations in
Ekeremor local government area, the media said. In
a separate report, Vanguard identified the area as
being under the control of a gang of oil thieves, who
have become wealthy by stealing and refining oil
products.

Oil loss, theft differ, stolen crude-oil
exaggerated – Navy

Nigeria, EU sign MoU on donation of
boats to Nigeria
Leadership reported on August 26th that the EU is
to donate two RHIBs to Nigeria as part of ongoing
efforts to boost the country’s maritime security. As
part of the West Africa Integrated Maritime Security
(SWAIMS) project, the EU and ECOWAS have donated
30 vessels to coastal states in the region to improve
security on the water. Nigeria’s Minister of State
for Foreign Affairs, Ambassador Zubairu Dada, said:
“There is no gainsaying the fact that the robust
presence of Nigeria’s deep blue project coupled
with the efforts of the current leadership of the sub
regional maritime security centre and the regional
multinational efforts have substantially reduced
piracy in the West African littoral states.”

Vice Admiral Awwal Gambo has told Nigerian media
that the figures being given for crude oil theft in
Nigeria can be misleading and often, actual oil theft
is conflated with losses from other causes, Punch
said on August 30th. “We need to understand the
difference between oil theft and oil loss. While oil
theft is siphoning crude oil from vandalised pipes
into barges, oil losses occur when there is known
production, especially during shut-ins and force
majeures, not allowing the Federal Government
to earn the desired revenue it should. Also, losses
occur as a result of metering errors on the operating
platforms,” he said.

Navy detains 2 suspects in connection
with kidnapping of military officers
The Nigerian Navy has arrested two men suspected
of involvement in kidnapping and piracy along
the Bonny River in Bayelsa, TVC News said. A
number of stolen weapons were recovered during
the operation, including those taken from naval

For further information, please click here.

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures
2022
Incidents reported: 20 (MDAT-GoG/Others)
2021
Incidents reported: 56 (MDAT-GoG/Others)
Crew kidnapped: 46 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)
2020
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)
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Indian Ocean Region
The Foreign Ministers of India and Maldives have held discussions in India to further cooperation and improve
maritime security in the region, The Hindu said on August 29th. The paper described the Maldives as one of
India’s key maritime neighbours in the region.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

the departure from the region of EU NAVFOR’s
Operation Atalanta mission, and insurers told S&P
that it “might not be wise to instantly remove armed
guards, lest it results in a reversal in the security
situation for the worse.”

Iraq, Kuwait and U.S. Conduct Joint
Patrol in Arabian Gulf
Maritime forces from Iraq, Kuwait and the United
States conducted a joint patrol on August. 25th, in
the Arabian Gulf. Ships from the Iraq Navy, Kuwait
Naval Force, Kuwait Coast Guard, U.S. Navy and
U.S. Coast Guard participated in manoeuvring
exercises and maritime security drills. U.S. ships
included patrol coastal ship USS Sirocco (PC 6) and
fast response cutter USCGC Charles Moulthrope
(WPC 1141). Sirocco and Charles Moulthrope are
forward-deployed to Bahrain where U.S. 5th Fleet is
headquartered.

Royal Bahrain Navy Assumes Command
of Arabian Gulf Task Force
The Kuwait Naval Force turned over command of a
multinational naval task force to the Royal Bahrain
Naval Force during a ceremony at the U.S. Navy base
in Manama, Bahrain, August 25th. Established in
2004, CTF 152 conducts maritime security operations
in the Arabian Gulf. The Royal Bahrain Naval Force
now leads the task force for the first time in 11 years.

Bangladesh Navy hosts Indian Ocean
naval symposium

Ship owners unlikely to see immediate
drop in insurance rates following removal
of Indian Ocean HRA

The Bangladesh Navy has hosted the Indian Ocean
Naval Symposium Humanitarian Assistance and
Disaster Relief Workshop, New Age Bangladesh
reported on August 25th. 11 countries including
India, Australia, France, Indonesia, Iran, Kenya,
Maldives, Pakistan, Thailand and Timor Leste and
Bangladesh took part in the workshop with the
theme: ‘Cooperative Approaches for Effective HADR
Operations in the Indian Ocean Region’.

S&P Global reported on August 23rd that ship
owners and charterers would be unlikely to see a
reduction in premiums in the Indian Ocean in the
short term, despite the planned removal of the
High Risk Area designation in January 2023. Neil
Roberts, head of marine and aviation for Lloyd’s
Market Association said: “The JWC will consider this
announcement at its next meeting in September,
also noting the expressed need for continued
caution.” The removal of the HRA coincides with

For further information, please click here.
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European Waters
The Egyptian Navy has conducted joint training operations with the US and Spanish navies in the
Mediterranean, Arab News said on August 28th. Combined drills conducted included ‘confronting threats to
international navigation and the flow of global trade’.

Black Sea incidents

Channel migrants: More than 25,000
cross to Kent so far in 2022

The first shipment of grain from Ukraine to Africa
since the war began has docked at the Red Sea
port of Djibouti. The Lebanese-flagged MV Brave
Commander is carrying 23,000 tonnes of wheat
bound for neighbouring Ethiopia. It took two weeks
to travel here from the Black Sea, BBC News said
on August 30th. It will take about a week for the
wheat to bagged and taken by road to neighbouring
Ethiopia, according to the UN’s World Food
Programme.
On August 27th, the United Nations announced
that over one million tonnes of agricultural
produce had left Ukrainian ports, calling it a
remarkable achievement. Also on August 27th, the
UK government announced that the UK is giving
underwater drones to Ukraine and training Ukrainian
personnel in Britain to use them to clear their
coastline of mines. Six autonomous mine-hunting
vehicles will be sent to the country to help detect
Russian mines in the waters off its coast. Three of
these will be provided from UK stocks, with a further
three to be purchased from industry. The lightweight
autonomous vehicle is designed for use in shallow
coastal environments, operating effectively at
depths of up to 100m to detect, locate and identify
mines using an array of sensors so the Ukrainian Navy
can destroy them. Lloyd’s List said on August 26th
that there were 60 requests to pick up grain cargoes
under the Humanitarian Grain Corridor initiative,
while at the time of that report, some 44 ships had
left Ukrainian ports under the scheme. A new route
was introduced by the Joint Coordination Centre on
August 26th which “allows for shorter transit in the
maritime humanitarian corridor and easier planning
for the shipping industry,” says the JCC. Ukraine,
meanwhile, is interested in reopening the port of
Mykolaiv under the scheme, but its infrastructure
requires repairs after Russian strikes and it is
not currently deemed safe; Ukraine’s Ministry of
Infrastructure has said that it will apply to the UN
for the port to be included in the project “when the
military situation allows”, Lloyd’s reported.

At least 25,000 migrants have crossed the English
Channel to Kent so far in 2022, according to the
latest figures from the Ministry of Defence. A total
of 915 people reached Kent in 19 small boats on
Saturday. Women and children were among a group
brought ashore by an RNLI lifeboat at Dungeness.
The provisional total of crossings for the year so
far was now 25,146, according to the Ministry of
Defence. Meanwhile, data from the UN’s refugee
agency shows at least 120,441 people arrived in
mainland Europe via the Mediterranean by land and
sea last year, BBC News said on August 29th.

Lebanese sub ends mission after finding
sunken migrant boat
Arab News said on August 29th that a Lebanese
submarine had ended its mission after it located a
sunken migrant boat containing the bodies of at
least ten people. The vessel, which sank earlier this
year, was carrying Lebanese, Syrians and Palestinians
who were trying to reach Italy via the Mediterranean.
It is thought that as many as 30 people died when
the boat sank. The Lebanese authorities now plan to
send a larger vessel to the scene to assist with the
recovery of the bodies.

Humanitarian ship rescues 268 migrants
in Mediterranean
AFP said on August 26th that the Ocean Viking
rescue vessel, operated by SOS Mediterranee,
had rescued 268 people in the Mediterranean in
five operations. Those rescued were on board
overcrowded wooden boats located between Libya
and Malta, they reported.

For further information, please click here.
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