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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on
•
•
•

Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and
personnel ashore and at sea.
In country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity.

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that
seafarers and other stakeholders face.
This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management.
Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining
to all maritime affairs.
Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful weekly reports and more —
including real time security updates.

Issue 348
Issue 348 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-affected coastal
states of Somalia and Yemen and associated waters, as well as ongoing issues facing the
maritime industry in West Africa. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, security issues facing the
UK and incidents affecting maritime security are also reported and analysed.
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Gulf of Guinea
Italian Carlo Bergamini-class frigate Antonio Marceglia is heading for the Gulf of Guinea to undertake a special
operation to suppress piracy and maritime crime in the region, Naval Post said on Sept. 4th. The ship will
undergo anti-piracy patrols as well as taking part in collaborative training work with other nations in the region.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

a state of emergency for the country’s National
Petroleum Corporation (NNPC). The Nigerian Navy
and NNPC are in dispute over the true scale of oil
theft in the country, Sun News said on Sept. 4th.

NUJ decries payment of tributes to sea
pirates through negotiator by Akwa Ibom
fishermen

ECOWAS Heads of States adopt
Supplementary Act for Transfer of Piracy
Suspects

Sun News reported on Sept. 1st that the Nigerian
Union of Journalists (NUJ) has claimed that some
fishermen in Akwa Ibom State are being forced
to pay ‘taxes’ via a middleman to local pirate
gangs before they can operate at sea. The Union
“demanded protection for the fishermen by the
Nigerian Navy, Marine Police and other security
agencies in line with the cardinal objectives of State
policy, one of which is the protection of lives and
property of Nigerians.“ They also: “called for reenforcement of security in riverine communities in
the State to curb or put an end to incessant attacks
of traders by sea pirates, a development which has
affected the socio-economic activities of the coastal
communities.”

Members of the Economic Community of West
African States (ECOWAS) have adopted the
Supplementary Act on conditions of the transfer
of persons suspected of having committed Acts
of Piracy and their Associated Property and/or
Evidence for prosecution among member states,
This Day reported on Sept. 1st. ECOWAS said To
date, only a few countries like Cabo Verde, Togo,
Nigeria, Senegal, and Liberia have criminalized piracy
and established universal jurisdiction in line with
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea (UNCLOS) 1982, to prosecute acts of piracy.
This situation invariably has accounted for the very
few successful prosecutions in the region over the
past decade, like the Hailufeng II and G Dona 1
piracy prosecutions recorded in Nigeria and Togo
respectively.” The new measures mean that it will
now be much easier for other nations to prosecute
suspected pirates.

Revoke pipeline surveillance contract,
declare State of emergency on NNPC
The announcement that a pipeline surveillance
contract has been awarded to former militant leader
and the man behind Global West Vessel Specialists,
Tompolo, has led to one forum to call for the
contract’s withdrawal. The Concerned Northern
Forum and other regional civil societies called on
the government to revoke the contract and declare

For further information, please click here.

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures
2022
Incidents reported: 20 (MDAT-GoG/Others)
2021
Incidents reported: 56 (MDAT-GoG/Others)
Crew kidnapped: 46 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)
2020
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)
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Indian Ocean Region
The Iranian Navy took delivery of a number of new military vessels and a submarine in the southern waters,
Tasnim News said on Sept. 5th. The watercraft included two missile-launching vessels, a logistical warship, and a
Qadir-class submarine.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

operations in support of Combined Task Force (CTF)
150.

Iran Navy destroyer seizes US maritime
drones in Red Sea, releases them in safe
area

Bahrain conducts fifth Sentinel Shield
exercise with IMSC
Forces from Bahrain and the United States
completed a joint exercise in the Arabian Gulf, at the
end of August, led by a nine-nation coalition staff
based in the Middle East. Royal Bahrain Naval Force
ship RBNS Ahmed Al-Fateh (P20) and US Coast Guard
patrol boat USCGC Baranof (WPB 1318) participated
in exercise Sentinel Shield with a Saildrone Explorer
unmanned surface vessel from US 5th Fleet. Sentinel
Shield is a monthly exercise series organized by the
International Maritime Security Construct (IMSC) to
enhance communication and coordination among
partner naval forces. This month’s iteration was the
first designed to integrate unmanned systems.

The Iranian Navy’s Jamaran destroyer seized two
American maritime drones and then released them
in a safe area in the Red Sea as means of preventing
naval accidents, the country’s state-run Tasnim News
said on Sept. 3rd. The destroyer encountered the
“data collecting” vessels during a routine operation
aimed at securing shipping routes and confronting
piracy and maritime terrorism, the Navy said in a
statement on Thursday. The Iranian warship then
called on the American authorities in charge of the
sail drones to change the vessels’ direction “in order
to prevent accidents and naval collisions,” read the
statement. This is the second time that Iran has
intercepted US drones in a week.

Iran navy says thwarted pirate attack on
ship in Red Sea

U.S. ship seizes illegal narcotics in Gulf of
Oman

The Iran Navy claimed to have foiled a pirate attack
on one of its merchant vessels in the Red Sea,
Arab News said on Sept. 2nd. “A suspicious boat
with 12 armed people on board approached the
Iranian merchant ship in Bab Al-Mandab” strait on
Thursday, the state news agency IRNA said. The Navy
reportedly responded and the pirates fled.

A U.S. Coast Guard fast response cutter interdicted
a fishing vessel smuggling illegal drugs worth an
estimated U.S. street value of $20 million while
patrolling the Gulf of Oman on August 30th, the
Combined Maritime Forces said. USCGC Glen Harris
(WPC 1144) seized 2,980 kilograms of hashish and
320 kilograms of amphetamine tablets during

For further information, please click here.
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European Waters
NGO rescue ship, Ocean Viking, has docked in Italy to disembark 460 people, Maritime Executive reported on
Sept. 3rd. SOS Mediterranee Director of Operations, Xavier Lauth, said: “We have never experienced such levels
of severe medical cases on board Ocean Viking before.”

Black Sea incidents

Channel crossings: Nearly 1,000 reach
Kent in 20 boats

LLoyd’s List reported on Sept. 2nd that there
were still thought to be a dozen ships trapped at
the ports of Odessa, Chornomorsk and Yuzhny in
Ukraine despite the success of the Humanitarian
Grain Corridor programme. On August 26th, the
Joint Coordination Centre (JCC) based in Istanbul
announced a new, updated route for merchant
vessels taking part in the programme. The new
route was disseminated via NAVTEX and is shorter
at 320nm long, they state. It will also make route
planning easier for shipping companies, the JCC said.
A cargo ship carrying around 3,000 tonnes of corn
from Ukraine was briefly grounded in the Bosphorus
Strait, before being towed to an anchorage in
Istanbul. The MV Lady Zehma suffered a rudder
failure and grounded on Friday 2nd.
IMO Secretary-General Kitack Lim visited the port
of Odessa on August 29th, to see first hand the
procedures currently being undertaken as part of
the Humanitarian Grain Corridor. Secretary-General
Lim was hosted by Oleksandr Kubrakov, Ukraine’s
Minister of Infrastructure. “I am deeply appreciative
to see the strong commitment of the seafarers to
support the Initiative,” Lim said. So far, the Corridor
has operated without incident.
On Sept. 1st, Azer News reported that Turkish fishing
vessels were doing secondary duty in the Black Sea,
to protect Turkish drillships from the dangers posed
by naval mines. The fishermen are working around
Zonguldak Filyos, where gas drilling operations are
being conducted. Captain Yavuz Hendem, one of the
fishermen, said: “We began our duties on April 11,
2022, with the assignment of TPAO. We started with
four boats and now have two boats searching the
sea for 24 hours. Prior to this date, three mines were
discovered by fishermen in the Black Sea; however,
no mines were discovered in the vicinity after April.”

Nearly 1,000 migrants crossed the Channel in small
boats on Saturday, according to latest government
figures. Statistics released by the Ministry of Defence
showed 960 people arrived in one day, on 20 small
boats. Those who made the crossing were picked
up by Border Force and lifeboat crews and taken to
Dover and Dungeness. French authorities said they
returned about 190 people to France on Saturday
after they got into difficulty at sea. On Friday 2nd,
several groups of men made the crossing - bringing
with them a baby in pyjamas and wearing a life vest
and a boy wrapped in a blanket, BBC News said on
Sept. 5th.

Calais: Ferry companies apologise for
long waits
Travellers heading to the UK have suffered delays of
up to six hours as they queued at the Port of Calais.
Ferry operators DFDS and P&O Ferries apologised
for the long wait times at UK border controls on
Saturday. Passengers shared their “misery” at being
stuck in cars for hours heading back from mainland
Europe, especially as some had children with them.
DFDS said queues could reach two and a half hours
at border controls on Sunday. A spokesperson
earlier told BBC News on Sept. 4th: “Calais was
affected by ‘the perfect storm’ of summer volumes
in combination with post-Brexit border checks,
causing six hours of queuing. “We worked together
with partners to reduce the queues as quickly as we
could.”

Five migrants dead, 16 missing in the
Mediterranean
Africa News related information from the Libyan
authorities that a boat with 27 people on board
had capsized on August 31st off Tolmeta. Five
bodies have been recovered and six people rescued,
although 16 others remain missing.
For further information, please click here.
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