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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on
•
•
•

Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and
personnel ashore and at sea.
In country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity.

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that
seafarers and other stakeholders face.
This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management.
Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining
to all maritime affairs.
Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful weekly reports and more —
including real time security updates.

Issue 350
Issue 350 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-affected coastal
states of Somalia and Yemen and associated waters, as well as ongoing issues facing the
maritime industry in West Africa. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, security issues facing the
UK and incidents affecting maritime security are also reported and analysed.
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Gulf of Guinea
The first eight candidates to graduate from Ghana’s Maiden Indigenous Basic Operative Capability Course for
the Ghana Navy Special Boat Squadron have been praised by the country’s Chief of Army Staff (COAS), MajorGeneral Thomas Oppong-Peprah. The group was unveiled to the media at a ceremony on September 19th,
News Ghana reported.

Incidents:

of vessel tracking via GMDSS, in the wake of reports
that vessels are disabling AIS transponders in the
region, making surveillance of possible pirate activity
harder to track. Omatseye spoke at the 2022 Lagos
International Maritime Week event. “Unlike AIS that
could be turned off at will by the ship captain, the
GMDSS is hardly turned off. So, the Nigerian Navy
could use the LRIT system which is an International
Maritime Organization (IMO) instrument that
NIMASA is a signatory to. Ships would require
approvals from the Flag State administration to
switch off their GMDSS and they don’t like to do
that. So, we can explore ways to track vessels using
GMDSS rather than depending on AIS which is
switched off frequently,” he said.

On September 14th at 0005 UTC, three robbers
boarded a MV at Conakry anchorage in position
09°12N-013°46W. The crew were alerted and
entered the vessel’s citadel. Two further robbers
reportedly remained in a small boat nearby while the
three others were on board. Port authorities were
informed and sent a security patrol but the robbers
fled. Media reports claim the robbers were armed
with AK-47 rifles. Reported by MDAT-GoG. (Not
shown on chart).

INS Tarkash joins Nigerian Navy for
exercises
The Indian Navy’s INS Tarkash has taken part in naval
drills alongside the Nigerian Navy in the Gulf of
Guinea, as part of its visit to the region to conduct
counter piracy operations. Three Nigerian Navy
Patrol Ships took part in the drills on September
12th and 13th, the Daily Guardian said on September
16th. The exercise is the first time the Indian and
Nigerian navies have deployed together on antipiracy operations in the region. The drill saw VBSS
operations and helicopter cross-deck landings, the
media said.

NIMASA, immigration collaborate on
maritime security
NIMASA is to better coordinate efforts to track
foreign seafarers in the country, in a deal with the
Nigerian Immigration Service, Tide News reported
on September 14th. A new Memorandum of
Understanding between the agencies should allow
better monitoring of crew arrivals through Nigerian
ports of entry.

NIMASA urged to track pirate activities
using GMDSS
A former Director General of NIMASA, Barr. Temisan
Omatseye, has urged the agency to increase its use

For further information, please click here.

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures
2022
Incidents reported: 21 (MDAT-GoG/Others)
2021
Incidents reported: 56 (MDAT-GoG/Others)
Crew kidnapped: 46 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)
2020
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)
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Indian Ocean Region
The Pakistan Navy has reportedly complained of difficulties in securing spare parts for the Chinese Z-9EC
helicopters the country purchased in 2006, The Print reported on September 14th.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

International naval forces partner in
Seychelles to build cooperation

Human trafficking: Iranian nationals
charged in Seychelles, remanded for 14
more days

The Combined Maritime Forces (CMF), has launched
a two-week mission in the Indian Ocean island
nation of the Seychelles with other international
organizations, they said on September 18th to
strengthen regional collaboration and enhance
operational readiness. CMF is leading Operation
Southern Readiness in partnership with the
Seychelles People’s Defence Force, European
Union Naval Force, United Nations Office on Drugs
and Crime, and India which began partnering with
CMF earlier this year. This is CMF’s first iteration of
Operation Southern Readiness.

Seychelles News Agency said on September 17th
that 11 Iranian nationals charged with human
trafficking in Seychelles have been remanded for
a further 14 days by the Supreme Court on Friday
16th. The case involved the biggest drug bust in
Seychelles of 130.58 kilogrammes of cannabis resin.
The 11 foreign nationals were intercepted on a dhow
outside Seychelles’ Exclusive Economic zone on
November 7, 2021, during a joint military operation
by the Seychelles Coast Guard in collaboration with
the Indian and French navies.

Pakistani boat seized with 40kg heroin
on board

Japan, India conduct joint naval exercises
to counter China’s influence in oceans

Kiddaan reported on September 14th that the Indian
Coast Guard in Gujarat had intercepted a Pakistani
fishing boat off the coast of Gujarat which was
involved in drug smuggling. The site reported that six
Pakistani crew on board were arrested and 40kg of
heroin recovered from the vessel. It had initially been
spotted in blue water and was tracked by the Coast
Guard and Anti-Terrorist Squad before interception.

The Japanese Maritime Self-Defence Force (JMSDF)
and Indian Navy have conducted sea exercises in the
Indo-Pacific region, ending in the Bay of Bengal, as
both countries attempt to fend off China’s growing
influence in the Indian Ocean. Japan’s Izumo aircraft
carrier, destroyer Takanami and India’s INS Ranvijay
and Sahyadri worked together in the Andaman Sea
and Bay of Bengal, See News said on September
14th.

For further information, please click here.
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European Waters
NGO rescuers from Sea-Watch and Open Arms brought more than 800 people ashore in the Mediterranean
over the weekend of September 17th-18th, InfoMigrants reported. The body of one man, reportedly shot by
smugglers, was also recovered.

Black Sea incidents

taken to Dover for processing, the paper said. There
were no fatalities reported.

Lloyd’s List reported on September 15th that most
shipowners remain unwilling to risk newer, expensive
vessels to export agricultural goods from Ukraine
using the Humanitarian Grain Corridor. Instead,
Lloyd’s research has shown that the majority of
ships transiting the corridor are at least 20 years old
and smaller than more recent builds. While war risk
premiums in the region have fallen, from an initial
high of 2% of hull value to around 0.5% currently,
owners remain concerned about the threats. “Safety
and security concerns are still the main blockers
and the risk is still too high,” one major European
shipowner told Lloyd’s.
On September 15th, the UN reported that 2.7
million tons of grain and other foodstuffs had been
exported by Ukraine since August 1st. The UN said
that 53% of the cargo was corn, 23% wheat, 12%
sunflower products, 6% barley, 5% rapeseed, 1%
soya beans, with other products making up the
remainder. However, of those exports, only 28%
went to low and lower-middle income countries. This
has been something cited by Russian President Putin,
who has criticised the project.
The previous day, September 14th, the UN had
said that the Humanitarian Grain Corridor exports
were already helping to reduce commodity prices
globally. Between August 1st and 12th, 122 ships
left the three ports taking part in the arrangement
in Ukraine. It is thought that as of the time of this
report, over 3 million tonnes of agricultural goods
will have been shipped from Chornomorsk, Odessa
and Yuzhny ports.

More than 600 migrants arrive in the
United Kingdom across the English
Channel
The UK Ministry of Defence said on Thursday 15th
that 617 people had crossed the English Channel
from France to the UK that day in 14 boats, according
to News 360. More than 29,700 people have crossed
the English Channel to the UK so far in 2022,
according to figures provided by the UK government.
In 2021, 28,526 people made the crossing.

Five arrested for smuggling migrants in
Europe from Turkey via private jet
Reuters reported on September 14th that police
arrested five suspects in Rome and Brussels on
suspicion of smuggling migrants from Turkey to
Europe. In an unusual twist, the smugglers used
private jets, charging passengers 10,000 Euros per
person, Reuters said. The suspects are being held on
Belgian warrants, accused of belonging to a criminal
organization aimed at abetting illegal immigration, a
statement said, Reuters reported. Migrants would be
given fake diplomatic ID papers before being put on
an aircraft heading to St. Kitts and Nevis, which made
a stopover in Europe. Once the plane landed, the
migrants would make themselves known and apply
for asylum.

Italy sees new influx of migrants
InfoMigrants said on September 15th that 25
migrant boats had arrived in a 24-hour period at
Lampedusa, with 745 people arriving on the island in
one day. The body of one man was recovered from a
boat, InfoMigrants said.

Dozens of migrants rescued after dinghy
sinks in English Channel
The National said on September 16th that UK
rescuers saved 38 people in the English Channel
after their boat sank off the coast of Kent on
Thursday 15th. The report said that the dinghy being
used deflated rapidly at sea, and the UK Coast Guard,
RNLI, Royal Navy and Border Force responded with
a search and rescue operation. Those rescued were

For further information, please click here.
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