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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful weekly reports and more —
including real time security updates.
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Issue 351 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-affected coastal 
states of Somalia and Yemen and associated waters, as well as ongoing issues facing the 
maritime industry in West Africa. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, security issues facing the 
UK and incidents affecting maritime security are also reported and analysed.
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Gulf of Guinea

The Nigeria Security and Civil Defence Corps (NSCDC) has launched a state-of-the-art gunboat in Akwa Ibom 
State as part of efforts to prevent oil theft and illegal refining operations, Punch said on September 24th. The 
gunboat will patrol Akwa Ibom State waterways from Ikot Abasi to Eket and Oron and also complement the 
already existing security, Punch said.

Incidents: 
On 19th September, during the night, a theft 
occurred on a cargo vessel (NAME WITHHELD) at 
Takoradi anchorage area in position 04°54N-001°41E. 
Port authorities were alerted. Reported by MDAT-
GoG.

Cross River Security: Navy partners 
citizens on intelligence gathering
The Nigerian Navy has said it will engage with locals 
in Cross River State in order to improve intelligence 
gathering on piracy and oil theft in the region, 
website Dmartpreneur reported on September 25th. 
Flag Officer Commanding, Eastern Naval Command, 
Rear Admiral Ibrahim said that the need to partner 
with local groups in the area is a priority for the Navy 
and will improve security both in the State and wider 
country. 

Oil theft: Nigerian Navy denies bribery 
allegation
As the country continues to clamp down on 
widespread oil theft and illegal refining, the Nigerian 
Navy has denied accusations that its personnel bribe 
officials in order to ‘look the other way’, Punch 
reported on September 25th. National President of 
Petroleum and Natural Gas Senior Staff Association 
of Nigeria, Festus Osifo appeared before a Senate 
Committee where he blamed the military for oil theft 
in the region, and said: “I can authoritatively inform 

this committee that men of the Nigerian Army and 
the Navy pay their superiors to be posted to Niger 
Delta. Even when the former Commander of the 
Amphibious Brigade in Port Harcourt was removed, 
many of the men in the command resisted being 
posted out due to the ‘lucrative nature’ of their 
operational areas.” The Navy denied the accusations. 

Ghana: 14 security officers from Ghana, 
Sierra Leone schooled on maritime 
intelligence
The EU’s Seaport Cooperative Programme (SEACOP) 
has conducted training on maritime intelligence 
collection for a group of 14 security officers from 
Ghana and Sierra Leone, the Ghanaian Times 
reported on September 21st. The participants were 
selected from the marine police, Ghana Maritime 
Authority, Tema Port as well as naval personnel. It 
was designed to assist in trafficking investigations 
and interdictions.

For further information, please click here.

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures

2022
Incidents reported: 21 (MDAT-GoG/Others)

2021
Incidents reported: 56 (MDAT-GoG/Others) 

Crew kidnapped: 46 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)

2020
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG) 

Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)
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Indian Ocean Region

The IMO Maritime Security (MARSEC) team is organizing a regional workshop for French-speaking participating 
countries on Port State Control (PSC) in Toamasina, Madagascar. 24 port staff and PSCOs took part in the 
training, designed to improve understanding of compliance measures under SOLAS and the ISPS Code. 

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

US and Israel complete unmanned 
exercise in Gulf of Aqaba 
Forces from Israel and the US completed a four-day 
exercise in the Gulf of Aqaba on September 22nd. 
The exercise, called Digital Shield, was a bilateral 
training event between US Naval Forces Central 
Command (NAVCENT) and Israeli naval forces 
that focused on enhancing maritime awareness 
using unmanned systems and artificial intelligence 
in support of vessel boarding operations. US 
participants included members of NAVCENT’s 
unmanned systems and artificial intelligence task 
force, Task Force 59, and the US Coast Guard. A Devil 
Ray T-38 and Saildrone Explorer unmanned surface 
vessel also participated.

Russia, Iran and China to hold joint navy 
exercises in Indian Ocean
Iran, China and Russia will hold joint naval drills in the 
Indian Ocean this autumn, Iran’s Mehr News said on 
September 23rd. Mehr quoted Iranian Chief of Staff, 
Major General Mohammad Bagheri, as saying that 
other countries, including Oman and Pakistan, will 
join the drill, without giving further details. Their last 
joint drills were in January.

China leveraged anti-piracy operations 
to normalise its naval presence in IOR
Indian Navy Chief Admiral, R Hari Kumar, has 
spoken about China during a meeting of the All 
India Management Association. “China remains a 
formidable challenge and has increased its presence, 
not only along our land borders but also in the 
maritime domain by leveraging anti-piracy operations 
to normalise its naval presence in the Indian Ocean 
Region,” he said.

French and Seychellois Special Forces 
undertake joint military training
The outgoing French Ambassador to Seychelles, 
Dominic Mas, says that the two country’s 
cooperation will continue especially in areas related 
to maritime security during a joint military training 
exercise on Tuesday 20th, the Seychelles News 
Agency reported. The joint military training is taking 
place at the Seychelles Recruit Training Centre at 
Barbarons, in the west Mahe, the main island, by 
French Special Forces officers from Reunion and 
the Seychelles Defence Forces (SDF). The bi-annual 
military exercise is aimed at building the capacity of 
both forces in the fight against piracy, illegal fishing, 
smuggling as well as narco-trafficking.

For further information, please click here.
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European Waters

The Turkish Coast Guard rescued 283 people at sea on Tuesday 20th, the Anadolu Agency said on September 
21st. The migrants were rescued after an emergency call was received from one of them, around 100 miles 
south of Kas, a coastal town in the southwest. 

Black Sea incidents
The discovery of an apparent Ukrainian unmanned 
surface vehicle (USV), washed up on a rocky shoreline 
in Sevastopol, has caused concern within the Russian 
Navy. Maritime Executive reported on September 
21st that the narrow, crewless black vessel appeared 
to be carrying a laser rangefinder, satellite antenna 
and protrusions which may have been detonators. 
Russia recently moved its Kilo-class submarines from 
the area to a new base, and the USV was later towed 
out to sea and destroyed by the Russian Navy, social 
media reports stated. 
Reuters reported on September 25th that a further 
seven cargo ships laden with agricultural products 
had left Ukrainian ports that day. This brought 
the total number of ships to leave under the 
Humanitarian Grain Corridor Programme to 218. 
Ukraine’s Infrastructure Ministry said on Facebook 
that the total amount of agricultural produce to 
leave the country under the deal has now reached 
4.85 million tonnes. This is compared to pre-war 
levels of 6 million tonnes per month. 
On September 24th, Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan called on the international community to 
do more to export Russian grains and fertilisers via 
the grain corridor, mirroring comments made by UN 
Secretary-General António Guterres. On September 
22nd, he said: “The United Nations also signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding with the Russian 
Federation on the full access of Russian food and 
fertiliser products, including ammonia, to global 
markets.” He warned that a fertiliser shortage could 
have serious ramifications for agriculture in 2023. 

Channel migrants: More than 1,100 
people arrive in small boats
BBC News said on September 23rd that more than 
1,100 migrants have crossed the English Channel in 
small boats in a single day, for the second time this 
month. The Ministry of Defence has confirmed that 
21 boats carrying 1,150 people were intercepted on 
Thursday, the third highest daily figure this year.
Government figures collated by the BBC show 

31,699 people have made the crossing so far in 2022. 
The number of arrivals led officials to erect special 
tents in Dover.

Dozens of migrants killed as boat sinks 
off Syrian coast
At least 86 migrants have died after the boat they 
were travelling in sank off Syria’s coast on Thursday 
22nd, the country’s state-run media reported. 
Twenty survivors were taken to hospital, while 
rescuers continue to search for missing passengers. 
Officials said Lebanese, Syrian and Palestinian 
nationals - including women and children - were 
believed to be among the 120 to150 people on 
board. It is not clear what caused the accident, the 
BBC said on September 25th. The boat is believed to 
have been heading to Cyprus when it sank.

Italy blocks migrant rescue ship despite 
ECJ ruling
Despite a ruling by the European Court of Justice, 
Italian authorities have blocked the Sea Watch 3 
NGO vessel from its ports after rescuing 428 people 
at sea, The New Arab said on September 24th. 
According to the NGO, Italian port authorities have 
accused Sea Watch international of “having rescued 
too many people”.

France busts lucrative cross-Channel 
people smuggling ring
RFI reported on September 23rd that police in 
France had disrupted a cross-Channel smuggling ring 
which had been sending dozens of migrants to the 
UK in small boats. The smuggling ring was reportedly 
operated by Iraqi Kurdish migrants based in Lille. 
Three Iraqi men have been charged, as well as three 
French suspects. French police found “a real factory 
supplying nautical equipment,” according to the 
head of French anti-migration agency Ocriest, Xavier 
Delrieu.

For further information, please click here.
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