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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful weekly reports and more —
including real time security updates.
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Issue 352 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-affected coastal 
states of Somalia and Yemen and associated waters, as well as ongoing issues facing the 
maritime industry in West Africa. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, security issues facing the 
UK and incidents affecting maritime security are also reported and analysed.
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Gulf of Guinea

The Nigeria Security and Civil Defence Corps (NSCDC) has recovered 21,000 litres of petrol from suspected 
oil thieves in Lagos State, Info Guide Nigeria reported on September 30th. According to Metro, the suspected 
vandals were attempting to carry petrol to the Benin Republic when they were intercepted at Yafin Creek.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Navy alone cannot protect our territorial 
waters’ – Capt Onoharigho
Maritime trainer and chartered marine surveyor, 
Capt Anthony Onoharigho, has called on the Nigerian 
government to create either a Coast Guard or 
partner with a private maritime security contractor 
in order to provide an additional layer of security 
for vessels visiting the country. “In the US, they have 
coast guards, we have the Navy but do we have them 
enough to police the entire territorial waters? Even 
if we do, people are hungry in this country as such 
they are prepared to do anything to make the water 
unsafe. If we compliment the role of the navy with 
another security outfit to protect our coastlines, it 
will help us greatly because we are losing so much 
every day in our territorial waters to pirates and so 
on,” he said.

USS Hershel ‘Woody’ Williams visits the 
Republic of Congo
The US Navy has made its first port visit to the 
Republic of Congo in over a decade, Defence Web 
said on September 30th. USS Hershel ‘Woody’ 
Williams is the first warship assigned permanently to 
the US Africa Command area of responsibility, and is 
in the region as part of counter piracy efforts. 

NAN journalist, IRDC officials attacked 
by naval personnel on waterways
The Eagle reported on September 29th that a 
journalist from the News Agency of Nigeria and 
several local officials were fired on by the Nigerian 
Navy when the boat they were in fell foul of a patrol 
on a local waterway. After slowing for an inspection, 
the report said that the boat then moved again, 
causing several Navy personnel to discharge their 
weapons. The gunfire caused panic on other boats 
and several people scrambled to safety away from 
the Navy. Andrew Imese, IRDC’s Welfare Officer, said 
that the Navy then pursued them before seizing the 
boat and its contents.

Federal Govt moves to improve 
waterways security with technology
The Nigerian government is in negotiations with 
a South African firm to introduce technology to 
enforce security on local waterways. The managing 
director of Nigerian Inland Waterways Authority 
(NIWA), George Moghalu, told Leadership Nigeria 
that the new technology would allow them to better 
monitor vessel traffic in Nigeria’s inland waterways, 
where this is currently challenging.

For further information, please click here.

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures

2022
Incidents reported: 21 (MDAT-GoG/Others)

2021
Incidents reported: 56 (MDAT-GoG/Others) 

Crew kidnapped: 46 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)

2020
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG) 

Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)
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Indian Ocean Region

Seychelles is the new chair of the Association of Indian Ocean Islands Ports (AIOIP) for the next two years, a 
platform that is important for the island nation as it starts the expansion of Port Victoria, the Seychelles News 
Agency reported on September 30th.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

U.S. Coast Guard in Middle East seizes 
$85 million in heroin
A U.S. Coast Guard fast response cutter seized an 
estimated $85 million worth of heroin from a fishing 
vessel while patrolling the Gulf of Oman, Sept. 27th, 
representing the largest illegal drug interdiction in 
the Middle East by international naval forces this 
year, the CMF said. While operating in support of 
Combined Task Force (CTF) 150, USCGC Charles 
Moulthrope (WPC 1141) seized 2,410 kilograms of 
heroin as the fishing vessel transited international 
waters. “This sizable seizure demonstrates a 
profound commitment among our international 
partners to disrupting and deterring destabilizing 
activity in the region,” said Vice Adm. Brad Cooper, 
commander of U.S. Naval Forces Central Command, 
U.S. 5th Fleet and CMF.”

EU NAVFOR conducts its first combined 
maritime surveillance operation with 
RMIFC and RCOC
EU NAVFOR Atalanta and both the Regional Maritime 
Information Fusion Centre (RMIFC/Madagascar) and 
the Regional Coordination Operations Center (RCOC/
Seychelles) conducted their first joint operation from 
September 21st to 24th. This first Operation, named 
MARLIN, was aimed at strengthening maritime 

security in the Western Indian Ocean through 
sustainable collaboration between the States of the 
region and international partners. Operation MARLIN 
focused on combating drug trafficking and illegal, 
unreported and unregulated fishing (IUU fishing). EU 
NAVFOR said on September 30th.

Saildrone CEO says Iranian interference 
was valuable experience, not a surprise
Richard Jenkins, the CEO of Saildrone, one of the 
companies who manufacture unmanned surface 
vessels (USV) for the US Navy, has spoken about 
incidents in which Iranian naval forces removed the 
USVs from the waters they were deployed in. “It’s 
incredibly valuable experience to truly understand 
what happens in the field with real adversaries,” 
Richard Jenkins told Breaking Defense. “

US Navy warship seizes $10 Million in 
drugs in Gulf of Oman
A U.S. Navy guided-missile destroyer seized 7,200 
kilograms of hashish worth an estimated $10 million 
from a fishing vessel transiting international waters 
in the Gulf of Oman, September 28th. USS Delbert D. 
Black (DDG 119) was operating in support of U.S. 5th 
Fleet, which is headquartered in Manama, Bahrain. 
The ship began patrolling waters across the Middle 
East in August.

For further information, please click here.
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European Waters

Turkish media accused Greece of “pushing back” migrants into Turkish waters, after the country’s Coast Guard 
rescued 118 people at sea, the Daily Sabah said on September 28th. They reported that a people trafficker who 
was part of the organisers was arrested on one of the vessels rescued.

Black Sea incidents
The EU has said leaks in two major gas pipelines 
from Russia to Europe were caused by sabotage 
- but stopped short of directly accusing Russia. 
European Commission head Ursula von der Leyen 
said deliberate disruption would meet the “strongest 
possible response”. The EU has previously accused 
Russia of using gas supplies as a weapon against the 
West over its support for Ukraine, BBC News said on 
September 29th. The Kremlin has called allegations 
that it sabotaged the pipes itself “stupid”, according 
to Reuters on September 30th. The Nord Stream 1 
and 2 pipelines currently have four leaks between 
them, and a 5km maritime exclusion zone was set 
up around the leaks in Danish waters. The damage 
to the pipelines has been put at billions of dollars, 
Reuters said. At the time of the incidents, there 
were around $300 million in gas in Nord Stream 2. 
The operating company is controlled by Russia’s 
Gazprom, and there were suggestions in the media 
that the timing of the incidents, some 24 hours 
before a new pipeline between Norway and Poland 
began operations, was a message from Russia. 
“(Russia) can intimidate Europeans through an act of 
sabotage. Because if they’re able to blow up these 
pipelines in the Baltic seabed, they could do that 
as well to the new pipeline,” said Kristine Berzina, 
senior fellow for security and defence at the German 
Marshall Fund told Reuters.
An investigation into the cause of the leaks is 
ongoing. 
The US Navy said that Chief of Naval Operations 
Adm. Mike Gilday met with the Commander of the 
Romanian Naval Forces Rear Adm. Mihai Panait at 
the Pentagon for an office call on September 29th. 
The leaders discussed regional stability and maritime 
security, allied cooperation efforts, as well as 
modernization and deterrence.
The UN said on September 29th that the 
Humanitarian Grain Corridor in the Black Sea 
was restoring global confidence in food supply 
chains. “What I am seeing with the Black Sea Grain 
Initiative is an increase in confidence, confidence 

in the shipping community, the commercial 
shipping community,” said Dennis Malone, a UN 
Representative at the Joint Coordination Centre 
in Odessa. “We are seeing the price of shipping 
insurance reduced, we are seeing the quality of 
ships that are being used to come in to export the 
grain are increasing. We are also seeing an increase 
in confidence in the local community, in the farming 
community. They are starting to see that their grain 
is being exported, that the silos are being emptied 
and that they can start planning for future harvests.”

At least four dead, 29 missing as migrant 
boat found off Canary Islands
AlArabiya reported on October 2nd that at least 
four people had drowned and 29 remained missing 
off the Canary Islands. A NGO reported that the 
boat had set sail with 34 people on board before 
it was located around 150nm southwest of Gran 
Canaria island. One survivor was rescued by a passing 
merchant ship, the report said. The search for the 
remaining 29 passengers is ongoing. 

UN renews ship inspections off Libya for 
smuggled migrants
The UN Security Council has voted to extend 
Operation Sophia for a further year, The New Arab 
reported on September 30th. The operation allows 
deployed vessels to conduct inspections at sea in the 
Mediterranean to enforce human trafficking laws 
and arms embargoes. 

Channel migrants: Nearly 500 people 
cross in single day
Almost 500 people crossed the English Channel in 
10 small boats on Thursday, the Ministry of Defence 
said. It brings the total number of migrants making 
the journey from France this year to 32,841. The 
MoD said 499 people arrived on Thursday 29th, the 
first migrants to make the crossing this week.

For further information, please click here.
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