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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful weekly reports and more —
including real time security updates.
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Issue 353 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-affected coastal 
states of Somalia and Yemen and associated waters, as well as ongoing issues facing the 
maritime industry in West Africa. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, security issues facing the 
UK and incidents affecting maritime security are also reported and analysed.
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Gulf of Guinea

Tompolo, the former militant who is now overseeing pipeline surveillance in the Delta, has accused the Navy 
and Army of sheltering oil thieves, the Daily Post said on October 7th. “If you look at the whole setting, where 
this illegal bunkering is taking place…If you have one Navy gunboat, one Army gun boat, the extreme end is 
where the real bunkering is taking place”, he stated.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Private security outfit nabs 8 crew on 
VLCC laden with illegal crude oil in Delta 
State
Tanita Security, one of the companies which former 
MEND militant, Tompolo, works with, has been in 
action already. Just days after being awarded a huge 
pipeline surveillance contract, personnel from Tanita 
have arrested a VLCC tanker in the Delta. The MT 
Deinmo was arrested with an unspecified quantity of 
suspected stolen crude oil at Escravos River in Delta 
State. Eight crew were apprehended during the 
operation and they and the vessel have been handed 
over to the Nigerian Navy for further investigation, 
Nigerian Observer News said on October 10th.

NNPC uncovers 4km pipeline used to 
steal crude for 9yrs
While the Nigerian Navy and other agencies continue 
to fight illegal oil refining and crude theft, the 
Nigerian National Petroleum Company (NNPC) has 
discovered an illegal, 4km pipeline from the Forcados 
facility which has been siphoning oil from the 
terminal for an estimated nine years. The discovery 
came as Mele Kyari, group chief executive officer, 
NNPC announced that the facilities of Forcados, 
Bonny and Brass have all been shut down due to oil 
theft, Ripples Nigeria said on October 6th. In another 
article in Blueprint, Chief Financial Officer (CFO) 

Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation (NNPC) 
Limited Umar Ajiya has said Nigeria loses $150 
million in revenue every day to oil theft and pipeline 
vandalism.

NIMASA rallies constituent coastal 
states to end piracy in Gulf of Guinea
Dr Bashir Jamoh, director general of NIMASA, has 
praised efforts in the region to suppress piracy in 
the Gulf of Guinea, singling out the creation of GoG-
MCF/SHADE in allowing regional states access to 
the YARIS communication platform, which provides 
better response times to incidents from navies in 
the region. “The establishment of GOG-MCF/SHADE 
has enabled working-level stakeholders from the 
GoG region and outside the region to connect and 
discuss how best to tackle piracy in the region. We 
believe that this has been a catalyst for non-regional 
stakeholders to initiate effective maritime law 
enforcement operations to support regional efforts,” 
he said in a report by Leadership on October 5th.

For further information, please click here.

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures

2022
Incidents reported: 21 (MDAT-GoG/Others)

2021
Incidents reported: 56 (MDAT-GoG/Others) 

Crew kidnapped: 46 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)

2020
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG) 

Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)
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Indian Ocean Region

The Royal Navy has seized drugs worth more than £15m from a boat in the Arabian Sea. Hundreds of kilograms 
of crystal methamphetamine were recovered from the dhow by the crew of HMS Montrose in a six-hour 
operation. It was the fifth drugs raid by the frigate this year, BBC news reported on October 9th.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

U.S., UK Navies Conduct Unmanned 
Exercise in Arabian Gulf
Naval forces from the United States and United 
Kingdom conducted a bilateral exercise in the 
Arabian Gulf on October 7th, which featured the 
use of unmanned systems and artificial intelligence 
to enhance maritime monitoring by crewed ships 
and operators ashore, the US Navy said. The one-
day exercise, called Phantom Scope, occurred 
in international waters off the coast of Bahrain 
with forces from U.S. 5th Fleet and the UK Royal 
Navy. Three Saildrone Explorer unmanned surface 
vessels (USVs) participated alongside guided-missile 
destroyer USS Delbert D. Black (DDG 119), fast 
response cutter USCGC Robert Goldman (WPC 1142) 
and Royal Navy mine countermeasures vessels HMS 
Chiddingfold (M37) and HMS Bangor (M109).

U.S.-Funded Maritime Training Centre 
Opens in Somalia
A new, US-funded Maritime Training Centre has 
opened in Mogadishu, Maritime Executive said on 
October 7th. The new centre, also backed by the 
UNODC, will train Somali police and the country’s 
Coast Guard. 

Indian Navy, Coast Guard interdict drug 
shipment
The Hindustan Times reported on October 7th 
that India’s Narcotic Control Bureau, working with 
the Navy and Coast Guard, had interdicted a dhow 
off Kochi that was smuggling 200kg of heroin. Six 
occupants from the Iranian dhow were arrested, 
with four of them hailing from Iran, the report said. 
Initial investigations suggest the drugs are of Afghan 
origin.

Iran, Pakistan, Oman to Open Maritime 
Security Centre 
The commander of the Iranian Navy unveiled 
plans for the establishment of a maritime security 
centre in collaboration with Pakistan and Oman. 
Addressing a ceremony held on the occasion of 
the World Maritime Day, Navy Commander Rear 
Admiral Shahram Irani said the Islamic Republic is 
going to inaugurate the maritime security centre in 
cooperation with Pakistan and Oman. The centre will 
focus its activities on the Indian Ocean, he added, 
Tasnim News said on October 4th.

For further information, please click here.
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European Waters

On Sunday 9th, the United Nations condemned the “heinous killing” of 15 migrants near the Libyan city of 
Sabratha, known as a smuggling hub for the Mediterranean. The remains of 15 people were found in a burnt 
out boat on Friday morning, VOA said. It is thought that a rival people smuggling gang killed them.

Black Sea incidents
The attack on the Kerch Bridge, which is used as 
a logistical route by the Russian military to supply 
its front lines, on October 8th, has been the cause 
of significant speculation. Russia removed various 
defence assets from the bridge some weeks ago and, 
on September 21st, an alleged Ukrainian unmanned 
surface vessel (USV) was found at Sevastopol. 
Theories as to what may have caused the blast, which 
damaged the road surface and one of the rail lines, 
have been widespread. While Ukraine may have 
the ability to deploy a USV, the evidence seen so 
far suggests no explosion from the water’s surface. 
Instead, analysts are leaning towards the possibility 
that a truck bomb was used; such a vehicle was seen 
on CCTV footage at the time of the explosion. Some 
sources have suggested a missile strike, although 
evidence for either method is at present unavailable. 
It has been noted that the truck was travelling 
from Russia to Crimea, however, which further 
muddies the waters. The attack has caused some 
damage, but the bridge remains largely operational 
according to regional media. The propaganda victory, 
however, is Ukraine’s. The Russian response was to 
launch a series of missile strikes against civilian and 
infrastructure targets on October 10th.
On October 8th, China’s state-run Xinhua news 
agency reported that the Humanitarian Grain 
Corridor programme has so far seen six million 
tonnes of agricultural products shipped from 
Ukraine, according to the United Nations. 
The maritime component of the conflict has been 
relatively quiet in recent weeks, although at the 
beginning of October, the Romanian Navy suggested 
it needed more minesweeping vessels in order to 
protect the region from naval mines which have 
broken their moorings and continue to present a 
threat to shipping in the western and north-western 
Black Sea, according to a report by USNI.

French Authorities rescue over 360 
migrants trying to cross English channel
Gulf Times said on October 10th that French rescue 

services had picked up more than 360 people from 
the English Channel. The Department of Maritime 
Operations said that monitoring stations had located 
several small boats in the Pas de Calais Strait which 
were ‘facing difficulty’. The occupants were picked 
up and returned to several French ports for medical 
assistance. French border police also attended. 

Albanian people-smuggling gang 
‘dismantled’ after arrests in Spain
An Albanian people-smuggling gang taking migrants 
to the UK via Spain has been “dismantled” after 
officers worked for more than a year to identify the 
ring leaders, a crime agency says. It is believed that 
migrants paid between Є3,000 and Є15,000 (£2,600 
to £13,000) to be smuggled. Seven arrests were 
made between Monday and Wednesday. National 
Crime Agency (NCA) officers based in Spain and UK 
worked with Spain’s Guardia Civil on the case, BBC 
News said on October 10th. The crime network 
smuggled mostly Albanian migrants through the 
northern Spanish cities of Bilbao and Santander into 
the UK using ferries and freight shipping routes to 
Portsmouth, Southampton and Liverpool, said the 
NCA.

At least 16 migrants dead and 30 missing 
after two boats sank off Greek coast
Greek Coast Guard officials reported on October 
6th that at least 16 migrants had died and 30 others 
were missing, after a packed boat capsized off the 
island of Lesbos. Rescuers said that the bodies of 16 
women had been recovered from the vessel, which 
was thought to contain at least 40 people at the 
time of the incident. The previous day had seen the 
Hellenic Coast Guard rescue 80 people whose boat 
sank off Kythira, LBC said on October 6th. 

For further information, please click here.
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