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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful weekly reports and more —
including real time security updates.
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Issue 354 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-affected coastal 
states of Somalia and Yemen and associated waters, as well as ongoing issues facing the 
maritime industry in West Africa. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, security issues facing the 
UK and incidents affecting maritime security are also reported and analysed.
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Gulf of Guinea

Leadership newspaper reported on October 12th that Nigeria’s Customs department has handed over 86 
drones impounded at the point of entry due to a lack of paperwork. The drones will be used to boost security 
by the Nigerian Navy. 

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Nigerian Navy drops a bombshell on 
Western oil corporations
The Nigerian Navy has accused international oil 
companies operating in the country of assisting 
oil thieves by leaving well heads open, TFI Global 
News said on October 14th. Commander of the 
Nigerian Navy Ship  NNS SOROH, Commodore Daniel 
Atakpa, said, “Seven months ago, we noticed that 
crude oil was flowing out from an oil head in Okaki. 
We notified the oil company that owns it, Shell Oil 
Company. Their response is shocking. They said they 
have not noticed it and that they are prioritising their 
operations. If you ask me, what kind of priority is that 
supposed to be? The navy can only do its part, let 
every other agency do theirs.”

Reps to investigate burning of illegal oil 
vessel by Navy
The report on October 11th that the Nigerian 
Navy, with personnel from Tompolo’s security firm, 
Tantita, in attendance, set fire to a barge carrying 
suspected crude oil at Warri River in Delta State has 
led to Nigeria’s House of Representatives to call 
for an investigation, the Daily Post said on October 
12th. The question of why the vessel was destroyed, 
ruining its evidentiary value in any possible trial, has 
been asked. 

NSCDC uncovers vast oil dump site in 
Rivers State
The Nigeria Security and Civil Defence Corps (NSCDC) 
in Rivers State has uncovered a huge fuel dump 
used for storing illegally obtained and refined crude 
oil and petroleum product, Channels TV said on 
October 12th. The fenced site had 170 surface tanks 
capable of storing 1,000 litres each, two 5,500 litre 
metal tanks and was less than 2km from the Agbada 
flow station. Four people working at the site were 
arrested by NSCDC personnel. 

UNDP commends Nigerian Navy, others 
for tackling piracy in Gulf of Guinea
The United Nations Development Programme 
team leader on Governance, Peace and Security, 
Mr Mathew Alao, has commended the efforts of 
Nigeria and the Nigerian Navy to reduce the threat 
of piracy in its waters, 21st Century Chronicle said on 
October 12th. However, Alao described the Gulf of 
Guinea as a ‘dangerous hotspot area for seafarers’, 
in spite of local success by the Nigerian Navy. He said 
piracy and maritime crimes had continued to pose 
serious threats to international trade, the safety of 
seafarers, and regional and global development, the 
website said.

For further information, please click here.

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures

2022
Incidents reported: 21 (MDAT-GoG/Others)

2021
Incidents reported: 56 (MDAT-GoG/Others) 

Crew kidnapped: 46 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)

2020
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG) 

Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)
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Indian Ocean Region

Authorities in Sri Lanka have reportedly stepped up the search for a Navy patrol boat that went missing a 
month ago, with six crew on board, the Washington Post reported on October 15th. The boat was on regular 
patrol duties when the Navy lost contact with it on September 17th.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

U.S. Naval forces in Middle East interdict 
$29 million in illegal drugs
October has been an extremely busy month for 
CTF150. As well as recent successful seizures by 
the Royal Navy and US Navy, the US Coast Guard 
has seen significant success. On October 14th, the 
Combined Maritime Forces reported that USCGC 
Charles Moulthrope (WPC 1141) confiscated 
2,980 kilograms of opium and 400 kilograms of 
methamphetamines as the fishing vessel transited 
international waters. The value of the haul is 
estimated at $29 million.

Iran, Oman hold combined naval exercise
Iran’s Mehr News said on October 12th that the 
country’s IRGC Navy held maritime drills with the 
Royal Navy of Oman. The ‘Alborz’ destroyer, the 
‘Tonb’ ship of the Islamic Republic of Iran Army 
Navy, the ‘Martyr Nazari’ ship and the ‘Martyr Yahyai’ 
vessel of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps Navy 
represented Iran, alongside vessels and helicopters 
from Oman in the northern Indian Ocean. 

US Navy wants 100 unmanned ships 
monitoring Middle East waters by 2023
The United States and its allies want a force of 100 
unmanned surface vessels patrolling waters from 

the Red Sea into the Persian Gulf by next summer, 
the commander of U.S. 5th Fleet said last week. 
“We’ve established a goal to have 100 unmanned 
surface vessels available for patrol in waters around 
the Arabian Peninsula by the end of the summer of 
2023… with a majority of the systems coming from 
our international and regional partners,” U.S. 5th 
Fleet commander Vice Adm. Brad Cooper said during 
an address at the U.S. Coast Guard Academy, USNI 
reported on October 12th.

Iran to hold joint naval drill with Russia, 
China, others: Commander
The commander of the Iranian Navy unveiled plans 
for a joint naval war game with Russia, China and a 
number of other countries in the northern parts of 
the Indian Ocean in the near future. In an interview 
with Defapress, Iranian Navy Commander Rear 
Admiral Shahram Irani said the upcoming joint naval 
exercise is aimed at ensuring sustainable security 
and boosting combat capabilities. Some 20 to 30 
countries will actively participate in the joint drill, the 
commander stated, Tasnim News said on October 
12th.

For further information, please click here.
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European Waters

Schengen Visa Info reported on October 13th that the latest figures from the UK government show that more 
than 75,000 people have crossed the English Channel from France to enter the UK over the last four years. A 
total of 75,628 people have crossed since 2018, they said. 

Black Sea incidents
Bloomberg reported on October 17th on the 
methods used by Russia to transport what Ukraine 
calls stolen grain along the Black Sea coast. The 
report tracked the movement of the Amur 2501, 
a small, Russian cargo ship, which makes calls at 
the port of Azov and Sevastopol but goes ‘dark’ 
during its transit, disabling AIS and other systems to 
conduct what Bloomberg said appeared to be multi-
ship transfers of cargo in the seas off the Russian 
port of Kavkaz. The vessels it meets then transit to 
countries such as Libya and Iran. 
The news comes amid reports of a significant 
backlog of vessels waiting for inspection at the end 
of the Humanitarian Grain Corridor in the Black Sea. 
Maritime Executive reported on October 9th that 
around 120 ships were waiting for cargo inspection 
by staff from the Joint Coordination Centre in 
Istanbul. 
Russian President, Vladimir Putin, has threatened 
to walk away from the Humanitarian Grain Corridor 
agreement established in the summer, when the 
project’s expiry date in November arrives, rather 
than renew it. Russia continues to be angered that its 
own cargoes of agricultural produce and fertilisers 
are not being given the same priority as Ukraine’s, 
according to reports. Following the attack on the 
Kerch bridge, the rhetoric has increased, with Putin 
telling RIA Novosti on October 14th: “If it turns 
out that humanitarian corridors are being used to 
commit terrorist acts, then, of course, this will call 
into question the functioning of this corridor. But 
first this needs to be established.” The uncertainty 
over the Corridor’s future has led to further 
fluctuation in global wheat prices, according to 
Reuters on October 17th, who are waiting to see if 
further talks between Russia and the UN will lead to 
an extension of the Corridor project.

Channel migrants: Smugglers claim boat 
shortages affecting crossings
People smuggling gangs in France claim there is 
a growing shortage of small boats to make the 

crossings, a BBC investigation on October 14th 
has discovered. An undercover reporter was told it 
would cost up to £2,800 per person to reach the UK. 
Migrants were also filmed using a free bus service to 
get to French beaches.

Tunisian coastguard recovers 11 bodies 
after migrant boat went missing
On October 14th, Alarabiya News reported that 
Tunisian Coast Guard personnel had recovered the 
remains of 11 people who drowned at sea when the 
boat they were on went missing. The paper reported 
that hundreds of people clashed with police last 
week, demanding a greater effort be made to locate 
the missing boat. Tunisia has been a departure point 
for migrants for some time, with many from the 
country attempting to reach Europe as the country 
experiences an economic crisis.

Rwanda three-week removals plan 
revealed
Asylum seekers crossing the English Channel could 
be sent to Rwanda in as little as three weeks after 
their arrival, it has been claimed. In the latest stage 
of a High Court legal battle over the controversial 
Home Office plan, opponents said the timescales 
were unlawful and unfair. Charity Asylum Aid said 
the plan denies people a fair chance to make a case. 
But the Home Office said flexible timescales would 
in fact allow migrants time to present all of their 
arguments, BBC News said on October 14th.

Mediterranean: 122 migrants rescued 
from deflating rubber boat
InfoMigrants reported on October 14th that rescue 
boat Geo Barents and MSF staff reached a boat 
containing 122 migrants in the Mediterranean just as 
their craft began to deflate on October 12th. 90 of 
those rescued were under 18 years of age, MSF said.

For further information, please click here.
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