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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful reports and more —
including real time security updates.

Issue 356

Content

MAST UK +44 (0) 1279 216 726  operations@mast-security.co.uk   mast-security.com

24/7 Emergency Telephone: +44 (0) 1202 045 833 (Maritime)

Issue 356 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-affected coastal 
states of Somalia and Yemen and associated waters, as well as ongoing issues facing the 
maritime industry in West Africa. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, security issues facing the 
UK and incidents affecting maritime security are also reported and analysed.
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Gulf of Guinea

Figures from the Nigerian Upstream Petroleum Regulatory Commission (NUPRC) show that the country lost 
120 million barrels of oil to theft in the first nine months of 2022. The financial loss is estimated to be around 
$12.6 million dollars, iBrandTV reported on November 3rd.

Incidents: 
On the 27th October 2022at 1958UTC, a MV was 
boarded by an unknown number of attackers armed 
with machetes in position 05°30-N004°57E. A 
security vessel in the vicinity was dispatched in order 
to assist and secure the area. (MDAT-GoG.)

Nigeria: Militants abduct oil workers
TVC News said on November 6th that three oil 
workers in Cross River State had been abducted by 
militants suspected of being affiliated with the Biafra 
Nations League (BNL). The oil workers’ boat weas 
seized when the armed group accosted them in the 
early hours of November 6th. Princewill Chimezie 
Richards, leader of the BNL, reportedly told the 
media that his group had engaged in a gun battle 
with Nigerian Navy personnel in Ibaka, Akwa Ibom 
State following the incident. Police in Cross River 
State said they were unaware of the reports.

Vessel arrested in Equatorial Guinea is 
on its way back to Nigeria, says navy
MT Heroic Idun, arrested in Equatorial Guinea for 
suspected oil smuggling, is on its way back to Nigeria 
as the Navy says they have launched an investigation 
into its activities, The Cable said on November 
5th. Adedotun Ayo-Vaughan, spokesperson of the 
Nigerian Navy, confirmed that the vessel is on its way 
back to Nigeria for further investigations. “Nigerian 
is going to investigate her conduct and if culpable 

necessary steps will be taken,” he said.

Oil theft: 134 ships rust as court cases 
drag
Concerns over the condition of vessels being held 
by the Nigerian Navy in relation to oil theft and 
smuggling cases have been raised, Punch reported 
on November 3rd. The Nigerian Navy has arrested 
some 420 ships in the last eight years including 118 
which are currently being detained at Lagos. Their 
state of seaworthiness is now being questioned, 
with fears that many could sink due to a lack of care. 
Nigerian Navy spokesperson, Commodore Adedotun 
Ayo-Vaughan, said that the tankers are still holding 
thousands of tonnes of oil product and warned: 
‘’the area and space of custody of the vessels are 
diminishing.’’

China gifts 46-metre patrol boat to 
Nigerian Navy
Nigeria’s Minister of Defence, retired Major General 
Bashir Magashi, has taken delivery of a new, Chinese 
patrol boat and other equipment, Military Africa 
reported on October 31st. Vice Admiral Awaal 
Gambo, Chief of Nigeria’s Naval Staff, told the media 
that the gift was another milestone in collaboration 
between China and Nigeria to rid the region of 
maritime piracy.

For further information, please click here.

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures

2022
Incidents reported: 22 (MDAT-GoG/Others)

2021
Incidents reported: 56 (MDAT-GoG/Others) 

Crew kidnapped: 46 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)

2020
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG) 

Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)
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Indian Ocean Region

The Indian Navy has said that they are closely monitoring the activities of a Chinese research vessel which is in 
the region, India Today said on November 5th. The paper reported that the Navy was using both sea and air 
surveillance in order to monitor the vessel.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Indian Navy participates in maiden 
Trilateral Exercise with Mozambique and 
Tanzania
The first edition of India-Mozambique-Tanzania 
Trilateral Exercise (IMT TRILAT), a joint maritime 
exercise between Indian, Mozambique and Tanzanian 
navies commenced at Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania on 
27th October 2022. The Indian Navy was represented 
by guided missile frigate, INS Tarkash and MARCOS. 
The exercise aims at capability development to 
address common threats through training and 
sharing of best practices, enhancing interoperability, 
and strengthening maritime cooperation. 

UN starts emergency plan to salvage 
Yemen’s corroding oil tanker
Phase one of the UN’s plan to rescue the MV Safer 
off Hodeidah, Yemen, is now underway, Arab 
News reported on October 31st. Russell Geekie, 
communication officer for UN Humanitarian 
Coordinator David Gressly, said: “Preparatory work 
for the operation has already begun, including the 
processes to contract the salvage company and 
procure the vessel that will hold the oil.”

IRGC seizes tanker smuggling fuel
The Islamic Revolution Guards Corps Navy captured 
a foreign oil tanker in the Persian Gulf that was 
carrying 11 million litres of smuggled fuel. Head 
of the Justice Ministry’s office in Iran’s southern 
province of Hormozgan said the IRGC naval forces 
have captured the foreign tanker after weeks of 
precise technical and intelligence activities, Iran’s 
state-run Tasnim News said on October 31st.

US Navy rescues mariners who set fire to 
vessel smuggling drugs
USS Sirocco was conducting a counter-smuggling 
patrol in international waters when the mariners 
set their fishing vessel ablaze. Sailors from Sirocco 
rescued the mariners from the water and provided 
medical aide as USS Chinook (PC 9) and USS 
Thunderbolt (PC 12) extinguished the fire on the 
vessel. “This was a superb effort by all of our crews,” 
said Vice Adm. Brad Cooper, commander of U.S. 
Naval Forces Central Command, US 5th Fleet and 
Combined Maritime Forces. “I couldn’t be prouder 
of everyone involved in saving lives while carrying 
out our mission to disrupt destabilizing maritime 
activity,” the US Navy said on October 30th.

For further information, please click here.
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European Waters

German NGO, Sea-Watch, has said that the Libyan Coast Guard threatened to open fire on their surveillance 
plane as it monitored migrant boats in international airspace, Africa News said on October 27th. An audio 
recording made by the crew features threats from the Libyan Coast Guard, they said.

Black Sea incidents
Following Russia’s brief suspension of involvement 
with the Humanitarian Grain Corridor, which was 
called a humiliating u-turn by some media outlets 
in the West, it has been reported that Turkey and 
Russia will ship Russian grain for free to African 
nations. President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said 
Somalia, Djibouti and Sudan would be the first to 
receive grain supplies. President Putin has long 
complained that African nations were not being 
prioritised by the grain corridor and this plays well 
into his geopolitical ambitions in the region. Rather 
than being humiliated, Putin has used the Ukrainian 
attacks on the Black Sea Fleet in Sevastopol to 
further influence African countries. In the summer, 
his Foreign Minister, Sergei Lavrov, toured the region 
and Russia still hopes to set up a naval base in the 
Red Sea/Indian Ocean Region.
In the UK, new legislation introduced on November 
3rd will prevent countries from using the UK’s 
services to transport Russian oil unless it is purchased 
at or below the Oil Price Cap set by the Price Cap 
Coalition of the G7 and Australia. Insurance is one of 
the key services that enables the movement of oil 
by sea, particularly protection and indemnity (P&I) 
insurance which relates to third-party liability claims 
– the UK is a global leader in the provision of P&I 
cover, writing 60% of global cover. The legislation on 
crude oil will come into force on December 5th with 
further measures on refined oil products coming into 
force on February 5th, to align with EU timelines for 
a parallel measure, the UK government said.
Ahead of the new sanctions, Russia has been buying 
up older, vintage tankers in an effort to massively 
increase its fleet. Splash 24/7 reported on November 
7th that there are growing concerns that this new 
‘dark’ fleet will pose a safety risk. Splash estimates 
that there are now some 300 ‘dark’ vessels at sea.

Standoff as Italy stops male migrants 
from disembarking rescue ships
Charities have branded the actions of the Italian 
government “illegal” after it prevented 250 people 

disembarking two migrant rescue ships. There are 
215 blocked on the Geo Barents and 35 on Humanity 
1. Children and people with medical issues were 
allowed to leave the ships in Catania, Sicily, but 
others were not. Two other rescue boats remain at 
sea. The new Italian PM has promised to crack down 
on migrants travelling across the Mediterranean, 
BBC News said on November 6th.

EU naval patrols could protect sub-sea 
cables under Irish seas
The Irish Examiner said on November 3rd that pooled 
naval patrols operating as part of an EU mission 
could be used to protect and monitor crucial sub-
sea infrastructure in Irish waters. Concerns over the 
security of the network of communications cables 
and critical infrastructure on the seabed has been 
increasing since the attacks on Nord Stream 1 and 2 
pipelines in the Baltic region. 

Channel migrants: Nearly 1,000 people 
cross in single day
Almost 1,000 migrants crossed the English Channel 
in 24 small boats on Saturday 29th, the Ministry of 
Defence says. It brings the total number of migrants 
making the journey from France in October to 6,395, 
BBC News said on October 30th.

Five children among 22 dead as migrant 
boat sinks in Mediterranean
The Hellenic Coast Guard has said that at least 22 
people, including five children, have died after the 
boat they were traveling in sank off an uninhabited 
Greek island, the National said on November 3rd. 
Nine survivors were found on the island itself, the 
Coast Guard said. They told rescuers that they had 
been on board a boat carrying around 68 people 
which had left Imzir in Turkey before it sank in rough 
seas.

For further information, please click here.
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