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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on
•
•
•

Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and
personnel ashore and at sea.
In country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity.

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that
seafarers and other stakeholders face.
This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management.
Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining
to all maritime affairs.
Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful reports and more —
including real time security updates.

Issue 357
Issue 357 of the bimonthly report series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflictaffected coastal states of Somalia and Yemen and associated waters, as well as ongoing
issues facing the maritime industry in West Africa. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, security
issues facing the UK and incidents affecting maritime security are also reported and analysed.
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Gulf of Guinea
Mele Kyari, the Group Chief Officer of the Nigerian National Petroleum Company Limited (NNPC) told the
media on November 11th that he has received death threats since the country began its clampdown on
oil theft, and particularly since former militant, Tompolo, was engaged to provide security and pipeline
surveillance, Legit NG reported.

Incidents:
1. On 15th November at 1930UTC in the vicinity of
07°11’31N 013°16’35W approximately 50nm west
of Sherbro Island, a MV reported being boarded.
Incident complete, vessel and crew safe. MDAT GOG
said that after further investigations, the position
of the incident was 07°11’31N 013°16’35W and the
position the incident was completed is 07°41 ‘00N
013°06 ‘15W. Reported by MDAT-GoG. (Not shown
on chart).
2. On the 16th November at 0150UTC, a robbery
occurred on a MV at Takoradi anchorage in position
04°54N001°40W. Three armed intruders were found
by the duty crew who raised the alarm. The intruders
threatened the crew before escaping. This incident
was reported to the local authorities. Reported by
MDAT-GoG.

Nigerian Navy uses anti-piracy law to
charge crew of the Heroic Idun
Nigeria has used its recent anti-piracy laws to charge
the 26 crew of the VLCC, MT Heroic Idun, which was
brought back from Equatorial Guinea on November
11th, Maritime Executive and other outlets said on
November 15th. The tanker reportedly fled Akpo
offshore terminal after a Nigerian Navy patrol
approached them at night. The tanker reported a
suspected piracy incident and has now been charged
with making a false piracy claim under Nigeria’s
Suppression of Piracy and Other Maritime Offences
Act 2019 (SPOMO). Sources state that the tanker had
been sent to collect an oil cargo on a FOB basis as
part of a BP charter.

Ghana Navy joins Virtual Maritime Traffic
Centre and Transregional Maritime
Network

Severely prosecute IUU fishing offenders
Business Ghana reported on November 19th that
attitudes to illegal fishing are changing in the region.
A speech made at a two-day Maritime Security
Conference held at the Kofi Annan International
Peacekeeping Training Centre (KAIPTC) in Accra
discussed the scale of the problem, its ties to
organised crime and its impact on communities.
The paper called for greater punishment for those
involved.

Business Ghana said on November 11th that the
country’s Navy had joined the Virtual Maritime
Traffic Centre and Transregional Maritime Network
(VMTC & TMN), hosted in Italy. The system allows for
the sharing of unclassified information on merchant
vessels over 300 tons and will enhance the country’s
maritime domain awareness, it was reported.

For further information, please click here.

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures
2022
Incidents reported: 24 (MDAT-GoG/Others)
2021
Incidents reported: 56 (MDAT-GoG/Others)
Crew kidnapped: 46 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)
2020
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG)
Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)
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Indian Ocean Region
After three and a half years in the Gulf, Indian Ocean and Red Sea, frigate HMS Montrose has been relieved by
HMS Lancaster, the Royal Navy said on November 15th. HMS Montrose passed through the Strait of Hormuz on
111 occasions, accompanying 132 merchant vessels in the process, they said.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

US Naval Forces Intercept Explosive
Material Bound for Yemen

US Navy ship seizes illegal narcotics in
Gulf of Aden

On November 8th, the US 5th Fleet intercepted a
fishing vessel in the Gulf of Oman smuggling lethal
aid, including a large quantity of explosive material,
from Iran to Yemen. US Coast Guard ship USCGC
John Scheuerman (WPC 1146) and guided-missile
destroyer USS The Sullivans (DDG 68) interdicted
the vessel as it transited international waters. US
Navy personnel discovered more than 70 tons
of ammonium perchlorate, a powerful oxidizer
commonly used to make rocket and missile fuel as
well as explosives, the Navy said on November 15th.

A U.S. Navy guided-missile destroyer seized an
estimated $20 million worth of illegal drugs from a
fishing vessel while patrolling the Gulf of Aden on
November 22nd. USS Nitze (DDG 94) intercepted
2,200 kilograms of hashish and 330 kilograms of
methamphetamine as the fishing vessel transited
international waters. Nitze was operating in support
of Combined Task Force (CTF) 153, the Combined
Maritime Forces said on November 23rd.

Israel accuses Iran of drone attack on oil
tanker off Oman coast

Iran, Greece release tankers after
understanding reached between two
sides’ maritime authorities

CNN said on November 16th that an Israeli official
had described the drone attack on the MT Pacific
Zircon on Monday 14th as “an Iranian provocation
in the Gulf”, linking the incident to the World Cup
in Qatar. An initial investigation by US Central
Command (CENTCOM) stated that the debris from
the drone suggests that it was a Shahed series drone
of the type Iran is currently selling to Russia for use
in Ukraine. Eastern Pacific Shipping, the tanker’s
operators, said that the explosion off Liwa, Oman
caused minor hull damage but no injuries to the
crew.

Iran’s Tasnim News said on November 17th that the
country had released two Greek tankers held since
May, after one of the country’s tankers was released
by Greek authorities. The Greek Shipping Ministry
confirmed the news, bringing to an end a diplomatic
spat between the two countries.

For further information, please click here.
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European Waters
The Italian Coast Guard said on November 19th that at least four people had drowned after a group of people
jumped into the sea to avoid being rescued in Algerian waters, MSN reported, citing News 360 as the source.

Black Sea incidents

offshore installation vessel rescued 15 people adrift
in the Mediterranean.

On November 17th, it was reported by Politico and
other media outlets that the Humanitarian Grain
Corridor scheme in the Black Sea, which provides a
safe route for merchant ships to transfer agricultural
products from Ukraine, was to be extended for at
least another four months. The announcement was
made by the United Nations, Turkey and Ukraine,
although Russia has yet to officially comment.
President Erdogan of Turkey said: “The significance
and benefits of this agreement for the food supply
and security of the world have become evident.”
Reports in Russian media outlets on November
18th suggest that a Ukrainian unmanned surface
vessel (USV) attacked the Russian naval base at
Novorossiysk, in a significant shift for Ukraine.
The naval base and oil terminal serves the Russian
Black Sea Fleet and was used by Russian Kilo Class
submarines and ships following Ukraine’s USV attack
on Sevastopol on October 29th. Novorossiysk is
around 420 miles from Odessa and the attack, at
night, appears to have caught local security officials
off-guard. Unverified footage of the incident,
including CCTV footage from the port, was circulated
by Russian media, although several outlets later
deleted their reports. Although the physical impact
of an attack by a single USV will be limited, the
message it sends – that Ukraine’s reach is much
larger than Russia may have believed – will be much
larger. In related news from the Baltic Sea, Swedish
investigators report finding traces of explosives at
the sites of the Nord Stream pipeline breaches. Their
investigations continue.

UK strikes revised deal with France on
Channel migrants
The UK will pay France £8m more a year under
a revised deal to try to stop people crossing the
English Channel in small boats. The money will pay
for increased surveillance of French beaches, while
UK police officers will also be able to observe patrols
within France. It is thought French officers patrolling
the coast will rise from about 250 to 350 over five
months. PM Rishi Sunak said he was “confident” the
crossings could be brought down, BBC News said on
November 15th.

France to probe mishandling claims in
Channel drowning
The Financial Times reported on November 18th
that the French government has launched an
investigation into whether the country’s emergency
services did enough to respond to calls for assistance
by migrants in the English Channel. Le Monde said on
November 14th that French investigators had found
that the migrants called for help “numerous” times,
but that French rescue services waited for them
to pass in to UK waters. 27 people later drowned.
Le Monde also carried a partial transcript of the
response at sea by rescuers.

France to deport 44 migrants rescued by
NGO ship in Italy row
AFP said on November 15th that 44 asylum
applications out of 234 made by migrants who had
arrived in France on a NGO vessel, after they were
refused entry to Italy, had been rejected. The 44
will now be deported to their countries of origin,
the French Interior Minister, Gerald Darmanin,
said. Ocean Viking berthed at the port of Toulon
last week. The successful asylum applicants will be
relocated to several EU countries, France said.

Merchant ships rescue people in
Mediterranean
More merchant and commercial vessels are coming
to the aid of migrants in the Mediterranean,
Maritime Executive said on November 17th. It
reported that two offshore construction vessels
had responded to emergency calls in the last week.
Cable layer, Nexus, rescued a small boat after
Malta requested assistance, while the Simon Stevin

For further information, please click here.
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