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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful reports and more —
including real time security updates.
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Issue 358 of the bimonthly report series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-
affected coastal states of Somalia and Yemen and associated waters, as well as ongoing 
issues facing the maritime industry in West Africa. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, security 
issues facing the UK and incidents affecting maritime security are also reported and analysed.
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Gulf of Guinea

Vanguard reported on December 1st that the Nigerian Navy had handed over the MT Morris to NIMASA for 
further investigation. The vessel and its crew of 14 Nigerians was arrested earlier this year for conducting 
suspicious activities on Excravos water. The ship had reportedly disabled its AIS transponder to avoid detection 
by the Nigerian Navy. 

Incidents: 
1. On 23rd November 2022, during the night at 
2311UTC, MDAT GoG received a report that MT 
(NAME WITHHELD) was boarded by 8 unknown 
armed attackers in position 01°18N-004°39W. Crew 
was reported safe and an Italian warship arrived to 
assist the MT. After further investigation this event is 
now classified as a HIJACK. (Reported by MDAT-GoG).

UN reports sees shift in piracy
A major report on piracy and armed robbery released 
by the UN has shown that while piracy in the region 
is falling, the groups involved have shifted to other 
crimes, such as illegal oil bunkering and pipeline 
attacks in order to steal crude. “Field research in the 
Niger Delta shows that high-level actors controlling 
pirate groups and oil bunkering may have reached 
consensus to stop allowing deep offshore piracy. 
A key factor remains that oil bunkering, when 
compared to deep offshore piracy, entails less risk 
and significantly higher reward or profit,” the report, 
shared with the UN Security Council at the end of 
November, says. 

Nigerian Navy says NNPC lied, deceiving 
Nigerians about crude oil theft figures
Rear Admiral Solomon Agada, the Nigerian Navy’s 
chief of training and operations, has suggested in 
an appearance before the Senate Committee on 
Economic and Financial Crimes that the Nigerian 

National Petroleum Corporation (NNPC) is releasing 
oil theft figures which cannot be trusted. “The major 
terminals have not been able to process fuel for 
export since around February/March and instead of 
the NNPC telling the Federal Government that this 
product is not brought out to be able to process 
as export, they say the oil was stolen. The stolen 
produce that we have been dealing with among 
illegal refineries is nothing compared to what the 
NNPC is declaring as being stolen,” he told the 
Committee, Ripples Nigeria said on December 4th.

Convicted Nigerian pirate avoids 
sentence in Denmark
A Nigerian man who lost a leg as a result of injuries 
suffered in a gunfight with Danish Navy personnel 
has been found guilty of endangering the lives of 
Danish military personnel in the Gulf of Guinea, 
Reuters reported on November 28th. The trial, held 
in Copenhagen, found Lucky Frances, 40, guilty, 
however, the court declined to sentence him and he 
will remain in custody while lawyers decide whether 
to appeal the verdict.

For further information, please click here.

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures

2022
Incidents reported: 24 (MDAT-GoG/Others)

2021
Incidents reported: 56 (MDAT-GoG/Others) 

Crew kidnapped: 46 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)

2020
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG) 

Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)
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Indian Ocean Region

The Iranian Navy has been expanding its presence in the international waters around the world and would 
never obtain permission from any foreign power for navigation operations in the high seas, Navy Commander 
Rear Admiral Shahram Irani said, Iran’s Tasnim News reported on December 2nd.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

US Seizes ammunition, illegal weapons in 
Gulf of Oman 
On Dec. 1, US naval forces in the Middle East 
intercepted a fishing trawler in the Gulf of Oman 
along a maritime route from Iran to Yemen. Navy 
personnel operating from USS Lewis B. Puller 
discovered the illicit cargo during a flag verification 
boarding, marking US 5th Fleet’s second major 
illegal weapons seizure within a month. Forces from 
Lewis B. Puller found more than 1 million rounds 
of 7.62mm ammunition; 25,000 rounds of 12.7mm 
ammunition; nearly 7,000 proximity fuses for 
rockets; and over 2,100 kilograms of propellant used 
to launch rocket propelled grenades, the US Navy 
said on December 3rd.

Indian Navy keeping ‘close watch’ on 
Chinese ships in Indian Ocean Region
Indian Navy Chief Admiral Radhakrishnan Hari Kumar 
has told the country’s media that the Navy is keeping 
a close eye on Chinese activity in its waters, WION 
said on December 3rd. “There are a lot of Chinese 
ships which operate in the Indian Ocean Region. We 
have about four to six PLA Navy ships, then some 
research vessels which operate. A large number of 
Chinese fishing vessels operate in the Indian Ocean 
Region. We keep a close watch on all developments,” 

he told the media.

Combating illicit maritime activity - next 
steps for Jeddah Amendment
Signatory States to the revised Code of Conduct 
concerning the repression of piracy, armed robbery 
against ships and illicit maritime activity in the 
western Indian Ocean and the Gulf of Aden Area, also 
known as the Jeddah Amendment to the Djibouti 
Code of Conduct (DCoC) 2017, have agreed the next 
steps to enhance implementation of the amended 
code, the IMO said on November 28th. Following 
extensive discussions, the meeting adopted two 
resolutions. The first, “Enhancement of the DCOC/JA 
information sharing network” adopted new mission 
and vision statements for the DCoC Information 
Sharing Workshop. Resolution 2, “Responding to 
evolving maritime challenges and security priorities 
of Signatory States to the Jeddah Amendment to the 
Djibouti Code of Conduct, 2017” related to maritime 
security in the wider context of supporting Signatory 
States’ maritime development. 

For further information, please click here.
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European Waters

The Independent said on November 30th that despite the hoped for results, the law introduced to criminalise 
Channel crossings by former Home Secretary, Priti Patel, had seen just 60 prosecutions, despite more than 
30,000 people making the journey from France to England.

Black Sea incidents
On December 4th, Andriy Yermak, the Head of the 
Ukrainian President’s Office, announced that the 
first ship carrying ‘Grain from Ukraine’ had arrived 
in Ethiopia. Some 25,000 tonnes of Ukrainian wheat 
was on board and marks the first delivery under the 
programme launched by President Zelensky to boost 
food security in African nations. UNI India reported. 
On December 5th, BBC News reported that oil prices 
have risen after major producers agreed to continue 
to cut output and the G7 and its allies said they will 
cap the price of Russian oil. Brent crude rose by 
about 0.6% to above $86 a barrel on the morning 
of December 5th. On Friday 2nd, the G7 agreed to 
cap the price of Russian oil at $60 a barrel to raise 
pressure on Russia over the invasion of Ukraine.
Ukraine’s President, Volodymyr Zelensky, has 
criticised the price cap set by his Western allies on 
Russian oil exports, calling it “weak”. The agreement 
on a price cap comes at the same time as an EU-wide 
ban on Russian crude oil imported by sea comes into 
force, also on December 5th.
Before the war, in 2021, more than half of Russia’s 
oil exports went to Europe, according to the 
International Energy Association. Germany was the 
largest importer, followed by the Netherlands and 
Poland. But since the war, EU countries have been 
desperately trying to decrease their dependency. 
The US has already banned Russian crude oil, while 
the UK plans to phase it out by the end of the year, 
the BBC noted.

France rescues at least 240 migrants in 
English Channel in 24 hours
RFI reported on November 30th that French rescuers 
had picked up around 240 migrants in small boats 
in the English Channel over 24-hour period. A 
statement from the French Maritime Prefecture of 
the Channel and the North Sea said that the migrants 
were rescued in five different operations between 
Monday 28th and Tuesday 29th off Calais. UK 
agencies reported that around 426 migrants were 
seen attempting to cross the Channel on Monday 

28th after poor weather conditions the previous 
week prevented crossings. 

French authorities rescue 61 migrants 
including children in Channel
Reuters said on November 29th that French rescue 
services had picked up 61 migrants including 
children during one of the largest rescue operations 
conducted in recent months. Calm sea states saw 
a large number of small boats put to see in the 
Channel, they said. Rescuers in Bologne, where the 
migrants disembarked, told Reuters that 30 people 
had to be picked up from the water after their boat 
began taking on water. The rescue took place just 
inside the UK’s TTW.

Man arrested in UK over deaths of 27 
migrants in English Channel
The UK National Crime Agency (NCA) said on 
November 28th that a man has been arrested in 
Gloucestershire in connection with the deaths of at 
least 27 people who drowned attempting to cross 
the English Channel in a dinghy last November. 
National Crime Agency investigators, alongside 
officers from the National Extradition Unit, arrested 
32-year-old Harem Ahmed Abwbaker at an address 
in the Cheltenham area at around 6.45 on Tuesday 
morning. He is alleged to be a member of the 
organised crime group who conspired to transport 
the migrants to the UK in a small boat.

Mediterranean Sea: Migrant boat 
departures from eastern Libya on the 
rise
InfoMigrants reported on November 30th that as 
500 migrants arrived in Greece on a rusty fishing 
vessel, crossings from eastern Libya to southern Italy 
would appear to be on the rise. This new and ‘rather 
discreet’ route has not been popular in the past, they 
said, but appears to be seeing increasing use.

For further information, please click here.
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