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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful reports and more —
including real time security updates.
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Issue 359 of the bimonthly report series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-
affected coastal states of Somalia and Yemen and associated waters, as well as ongoing 
issues facing the maritime industry in West Africa. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, security 
issues facing the UK and incidents affecting maritime security are also reported and analysed.
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Gulf of Guinea

The EU has expressed its interest in strengthening the maritime security capabilities of Cape Verde, Med Africa 
Times said on December 7th, as part of the EU Coordinated Maritime Presence. The comments were made as 
five vessels from EU navies visited the country. 

Incidents: 
1. MDAT-GOG reported an incident on December 
12th when a MV was fired on in position 
02°25’24’N-008°24’30’E, approximately 103nm off 
Bata, Equatorial Guinea by unknown persons in a 
small boat. The crew and vessel are safe. (Reported 
by MDAT-GoG).
2. MDAT-GoG reported on December 13th that 
a passenger vessel had been hijacked in position 
02°48’18’N-008°41’24’E. MDAT-GOG received an 
alert from a CSO about the HIJACK of his MV(NAME 
WITHHELD).He noticed the change of her course 
when she was headed to the south of Bioko Island 
despite the fact she was scheduled to head to 
Douala. He tried to reach the crew on board without 
success. The MV was escorted to DOUALA after the 
attackers left. It is believed that several crew were 
abducted during the incident. (Reported by MDAT-
GoG).

US gives patrol boat to Benin to assist 
with Gulf of Guinea security 
US Africa Command, working hand in hand with the 
U.S. Embassy in Benin, is delivering a new patrol 
vessel, associated maintenance and launch facilities 
and specialized training to the Beninese Special 
River and Maritime Police Unit, or USPFM based on 
its official name in French - l’Unité Spéciale de Police 
Fluviale et Maritime. In addition to the new, 33-foot 
patrol boat, the US Army Corps of Engineers, Europe 

District managed the construction of an improved 
boat launch facility capable of launch and recovery 
of the new, larger vessel, US Africa Command said on 
December 14th.

Nigeria creates oil theft panel
Vanguard said on December 13th that the Nigerian 
government plans to investigate oil theft in the 
country, with the creation of a dedicated panel 
to address the causes and suspects behind the 
crime. National Security Adviser, retired Major 
General Babagana Monguno, announced that 
the Administrator of the Presidential Amnesty 
Programme, retired Major General Barry Ndiomu, 
would become the head of an 11-person 
investigative panel tasked with looking into the 
crime.

Reps hail NNPCL, Navy, Tompolo for 
improved security
Efforts by agencies, the Navy and former militant, 
Tompolo, to clamp down on oil theft in the Niger 
Delta were praised by Nigerian politicians on 
December 9th, the New Telegraph reported. A 
group  from Nigeria’s House of Representatives 
visited the region to be briefed on the latest security 
arrangements, and commended the efforts of all 
involved to reduce oil theft and pipeline taps. 

For further information, please click here.

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures

2022
Incidents reported: 26 (MDAT-GoG/Others)

2021
Incidents reported: 56 (MDAT-GoG/Others) 

Crew kidnapped: 46 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)

2020
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG) 

Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)
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Indian Ocean Region

The US Navy turned over command of a newly formed international Red Sea task force to the Egyptian Navy on 
December 12th, during a ceremony in Bahrain where the multinational staff is headquartered.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Operation Atalanta mandate extended 
for two years, Red Sea included
With its mandate due to end on December 31st, 
there were concerns that Operation Atalanta, the EU 
NAVFOR deployment in the Indian Ocean, would end 
without replacement. However, on December 12th 
the EU announced that Atalanta would be extended 
until December 31st 2024. With this mandate, 
Operation Atalanta is now in a better position to 
contribute to the implementation of the UN arms 
embargo on Somalia, reduce drug traffic, the EU said. 
Operation Atalanta maintains its activities to deter, 
prevent and repress piracy and armed robbery at sea 
and will also extend its geographical scope north of 
the Red Sea.

12 arrested as IRGC seizes ship
The Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) seized 
a tanker ship carrying over 300,000 litres of 
smuggled fuel in Persian Gulf waters and arrested 
12 crew members, according to a high-ranking 
Iranian judiciary official. Mojtaba Qahremani, head 
of Iran’s southern province of Hormozgan’s Justice 
Department, said on Thursday that personnel 
from the IRGC Navy’s Zolfaqar flotilla captured the 
vessel carrying 330,000 litres of fuel in the Persian 
Gulf as part of operations to detect and fight 

organized smuggling. The IRGC forces also arrested 
12 smugglers, he added, Tasnim News said on 
December 15th.

US, Iraq, Kuwait conduct 2nd joint patrol
Iraq, Kuwait and the United States completed a 
joint patrol in the Arabian Gulf, on December 11th, 
representing the second time in four months the 
three nations sailed together to promote regional 
maritime security. US Navy mine countermeasures 
ship USS Dextrous (MCM 13) operated with ships 
from the Iraq Navy and Kuwait Coast Guard. The 
vessels conducted manoeuvring and maritime 
security drills, the US Navy said on December 12th

United States and Mozambique partner 
to improve maritime security
As part of ongoing security cooperation between 
the United States and Mozambique, the US 
Government provided a 10-meter coastal patrol 
boat to the Mozambican Navy. In addition to the 
boat, Mozambican Navy officials will participate in 
training offered by the US-based manufacturer, SAFE 
Boat International.  The high-speed boat is valued at 
$700,000 and is used for interdictions and maritime 
boarding operations, the US Embassy in Mozambique 
said on December 7th.

For further information, please click here.
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European Waters

Euronews said on December 8th that police in France had broken up a people trafficking gang responsible 
for smuggling Middle Eastern migrants across the English Channel. Six people were arrested. The group sent 
migrants from Paris to Calais before loading them on to small boats to cross to the UK.

Black Sea incidents
On December 12th, Lloyd’s List reported that 
Ukraine had lodged a list of complaints against Russia 
with the IMO. According to the report, Ukraine has 
identified over 30 tankers involved in STS transfers 
of Russian oil at sea. Some of the vessels involved 
are under Greek ownership and many carry Panama 
or Liberian flags, Ukraine claimed. Ukraine expressed 
concern over environmental issues and safety 
risks. “For a long time, Russia has been practicing 
illegal activities by exploiting waters adjacent to 
the temporarily occupied Crimea, in particular near 
the Kerch Strait, for the ship-to-ship transportation 
of fossil fuels including gasoil and other natural 
resources illegally imported or exported to or from 
Crimea, while turning off AIS transponders on vessels 
engaged in these activities,” the country’s delegate 
told the IMO’s Marine Environment Protection 
Committee. 
On the same day, Al Mayadeeen reported that Russia 
would continue working with the UN on the current 
Humanitarian Grain Corridor agreement, but that 
there were concerns in Moscow that elements of 
the deal were still not being implemented. Sergey 
Vershinin, Russian Deputy Foreign Minister, said: 
“We will continue to work with UN representatives 
to ensure that the memorandum is being realized 
and is producing concrete results within the goals, 
which created the basis of this initiative: to ensure 
food security in the world, specifically in the poorest 
countries.” However, he added that Moscow had 
failed to see any concrete results in terms of exports 
of Russian agricultural products, including fertilisers. 
On December 15th, Martin Griffiths, UN Aid Chief, 
said that it was unlikely that any new Ukrainian ports 
would be added to the Grain Corridor agreement in 
the near term. 

Channel migrant deaths: Man, 19, 
charged after four die at sea
A man has been charged after four people died in 
the Channel while trying to enter the UK illegally, 
BBC News said on December 18th. Thirty nine people 

were rescued when a dinghy ran into difficulties off 
the Kent coast on Wednesday, but four, including a 
teenager, died. Ibrahima Bah, 19, of no fixed address, 
was arrested on Friday 16th. A statement issued by 
the force said the Crown Prosecution Service had 
authorised a charge against Mr Bah of knowingly 
facilitating the attempted arrival in the UK of people 
he knew or had reasonable cause to believe were 
asylum seekers.

French services rescue 166 migrants 
from freezing Channel
Arab News said on December 17th that French 
rescue services saved over 160 people at sea in the 
English Channel on Friday 16th. Some 50 people in 
difficulty off the coast of France were picked up by 
naval personnel and taken to Calais, while another 
Navy vessel rescued 31 people. French Coast Guard 
personnel picked up a further 45 people after 
receiving a distress call. 

Fewer than 100 migrants arrested for 
arriving in UK illegally
Fewer than 100 people who crossed the English 
Channel in small boats have been arrested for 
arriving illegally in the UK under a new power to 
deter them. The figure represents 0.3% of those 
who have crossed since the law was changed. Under 
the new law, anyone who arrives in the UK without 
proper permission or good reason commits a crime 
that can lead to up to four years in prison. The BBC 
sought the figure under freedom of information laws 
after the Home Office declined to disclose it, BBC 
News said on December 12th.

For further information, please click here.
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