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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful reports and more —
including real time security updates.
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Issue 360 of the bimonthly report series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-
affected coastal states of Somalia and Yemen and associated waters, as well as ongoing 
issues facing the maritime industry in West Africa. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, security 
issues facing the UK and incidents affecting maritime security are also reported and analysed.
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Gulf of Guinea

The Nigerian Chief of Naval Staff, Vice Admiral Awwal Gambo, warned his officers and men to adhere to the 
law, the Nigerian Tribune said on December 29th. Gambo hinted that some officers and naval personnel were 
colluding with oil thieves and told a ceremony of recently promoted Rear Admirals that those caught would 
face stiff penalties.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Cameroon adopts maritime security law 
to fight Gulf of Guinea piracy 
Cameroon has become the latest Gulf of Guinea 
nation to improve legislation in order to combat 
piracy in its waters, Maritime Executive reported on 
January 1st. The new legislation was signed in to 
law on December 27th and will see life sentences 
handed down to those found guilty of piracy and 
terrorism at sea. Fines range from $16,000 to $4 
million, it was reported. Cameroon joins Nigeria in 
becoming the second regional state to improve anti-
piracy legislation. 

The agony of endless wait for Indian 
sailors held in Nigeria
BBC News reported on the plight of Indian crew 
members held in Nigeria in the ongoing case 
involving charges of oil theft against the MT Heroic 
Idun, which was returned to Nigeria by Equatorial 
Guinea in 2022. Last week, India’s foreign minister 
S Jaishankar told parliament that according to a 
charge sheet filed by Nigerian authorities, the crew 
members have been charged with “conspiracy, 
evasion of lawful interception, and unlawful export 
of crude oil”. Their case will be heard by a Nigerian 
court on 10th and 11th January.

NSCDC arrests 262 suspects over oil 
theft, pipeline vandalism in Rivers
The Nigeria Security and Civil Defence Corps (NSCDC) 
Rivers State Command released its arrest figures 
for 2022 on December 27th, This Day reported. 
According to NSCDC State Commandant, Ogar 
Micheal, they arrested 262 suspects in connection 
with oil theft, illegal oil bunkering, pipeline 
vandalism, advance fee fraud, cultism and other 
offences. The NSCDC reported that 38 convictions 
were secured in 21 cases brought to court. 

Navy reviews strategies to tackle oil 
theft, economic sabotage
The Nigerian Navy has been reviewing the measures 
and strategies it uses to combat oil theft, This Day 
said on December 26th. In addition, the Commander, 
NNS Pathfinder, Commodore Suleiman Ibrahim, 
told the media that the Navy had created a new 
“Waterborne Guard Posts” in Cawthorne Channel, 
Isaka Junction, Andoki, Namasibi and Opumakiri to 
tackle rising criminality in coastal regions. A number 
of vessels were arrested as a result, he told the 
media.

For further information, please click here.

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures

2022
Incidents reported: 26 (MDAT-GoG/Others)

2021
Incidents reported: 56 (MDAT-GoG/Others) 

Crew kidnapped: 46 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)

2020
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG) 

Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)
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Indian Ocean Region

Pakistan has invited the Royal Navy of Morocco to take part in the forthcoming 8th Naval Exercise Aman, due to 
take place in February, the North Africa Post said on December 22nd. 

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Iran launches massive war game in the 
southeast
The Iranian Army staged large-scale military exercises 
in an area stretching from the eastern part of 
the Strait of Hormuz to the northern tip of the 
Indian Ocean. Deputy Chief of the Iranian Army for 
Coordination Rear Admiral Habibollah Sayyari has 
said that the infantry and armoured units as well as 
mechanized regiments of the Army’s Ground Force, 
air defence systems, subsurface, surface and flying 
vessels and rangers of the Navy have taken part in 
the war games, Iran’s Tasnim News said on December 
30th.

EUNAVFOR carried out a LMCB with 
Somali Officers
The frigate ESPS Santa Maria, flagship of the 
European Naval Force – Operation ATALANTA, 
conducted a Local Maritime Capacity Building activity 
between 19th and 21st December, outside Somali 
territorial waters. The activity, in coordination with 
the EU capacity-building mission EUCAP Somalia, 
consisted in three days of training with Somali 
Police Force – Maritime Police Unit and Coastguard 
members, EUNAVFOR said on December 27th. 
The activity encompassed navigation procedures 
on nautical letters, radar and communications 

equipment, first aid and Boarding Search and Seizure 
procedures. It was the first time that assets from 
the Somali Police Force – Maritime Police Unit and 
Coastguard made a transit with two boats outside 
the 12 nautical miles to embark and disembark their 
personnel on/from the frigate Santa María.

14 Iranian fishermen freed years after 
abduction
BBC News and other media outlets reported on 
December 25th that 14 Iranian fishermen had 
been returned home from Somalia after being held 
hostage by Al Shabaab terrorists, following “lengthy 
negotiations with government officials, tribal chiefs 
and Somali elders,” according to the Iranian news 
agency ISNA report. Some of those being held were 
originally kidnapped at sea by Somali pirates and 
then handed over to Al Shabaab eight years ago, 
although the news reports erroneously suggested 
that they had all been kidnapped by Al Shabaab. 

Kenya popular spot for cocaine 
smuggling – report
A new report has highlighted the ongoing issue of 
illegal narcotics shipments passing through Kenya, 
The Star said on December 21st. The report notes 
that the port of Mombasa is a major transit point for 
cocaine in the country. 

For further information, please click here.
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European Waters

The Associated Press said on December 31st that the Libyan Coast Guard had intercepted a vessel off the 
country’s coast which contained 700 people who were attempting to cross the Mediterranean to Europe. 

Black Sea incidents
On December 25th, Maritime Executive reported 
that three Japanese insurers had announced that 
as of January 1st, they would no longer provide war 
damage insurance for vessels in all Russian waters. 
The move by the three companies, Tokio Marine & 
Nichido Fire Insurance, Sompo Japan Insurance and 
Mitsui Sumitomo, is said to be a result of reinsurance 
companies refusing to take on risks related to 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and also applies to 
Russian waters in the Far East. Japanese LNG imports 
from Sakhalin-2 gas and oil project are likely to be 
affected, MarEx said. On December 22nd, Ascot 
said that insurance facilities for vessels utilising the 
Grain Corridor would remain unchanged in 2023, 
Reuters reported. Ascot leads a group of 21 insurers 
providing cover arranged by Marsh, they said.
On January 1st, MarEx also reported that President 
Putin has called on accelerated construction in 
Russia’s naval yards. The Russian leader wants more 
warships for the Russian Navy, who have lost several 
assets in the fight against Ukraine, including the 
Black Sea Fleet flagship, Moskva. 
On 29th December, the UN announced that Abdullah 
Abdul Samad Dashti of Kuwait, a retired vice admiral, 
had become the new UN coordinator for the Black 
Sea Grain Initiative, according to a report by World 
Grain. Dashti takes over from Amir Mahmoud 
Abdulla, who had acted as coordinator since August 
2022.

Turkish president announces more gas 
reserves found in Black Sea
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan announced 
on December 26th that the country had found 
58 million cubic metres of natural gas reserves in 
the Black Sea, Middle East Monitor reported on 
December 27th. “Our drill ship Fatih has explored 58 
billion cubic meters of natural gas reserves, 3,023 
meters under the sea, at the Caycuma 1 block,” 
he told the media. Turkey’s ambition is to become 
energy independent as soon as possible.

Border Force ‘patrolling French beaches 
with local officers’
The Independent reported on January 2nd that 
UK Border Force personnel have started to patrol 
beaches in France alongside local law enforcement. 
This follows a report in the Telegraph which said that 
the first joint patrol took place before Christmas 
after negotiations between the UK and France 
were finally settled. It is hoped that by being on the 
ground, Border Force personnel will gain greater 
insight into the activity of people smuggling gangs 
and their tactics, The Independent said.

Record 45,000 migrants crossed English 
Channel to UK last year
The UK government announced on January 1st that 
45,756 people crossed the English Channel into the 
UK from France in 2022. This represents an increase 
of 17,000 people over 2021, France 24 reported. The 
year also saw the largest number cross in one day, 
with 1,295 people arriving on August 22nd. 

Ninety people cross Channel on 
Christmas Day
Ninety people crossed the English Channel in two 
small boats on Christmas Day, the Ministry of 
Defence said. The 90 people who arrived on Sunday 
were taken to Western Jet Foil processing centre in 
Dover, the ministry confirmed.

Italy tightens rules for asylum seeker 
rescue ships
Italy’s new government has introduced new 
measures to fine NGOs and charities involved in sea 
rescues, Al Jazeera said on December 29th. A new 
cabinet decree issued by the Italian government has 
said that NGO rescue vessels should request a port 
and transit to it ‘without delay’ after a rescue, rather 
than remain at sea looking for others at risk. 

For further information, please click here.
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