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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful reports and more —
including real time security updates.
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Issue 361 of the bimonthly report series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-
affected coastal states of Somalia and Yemen and associated waters, as well as ongoing 
issues facing the maritime industry in West Africa. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, security 
issues facing the UK and incidents affecting maritime security are also reported and analysed.
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Gulf of Guinea

The Nigerian government has taken a step further towards the creation of special courts to deal with oil thieves 
and pipeline vandals, the Nation Online said on January 10th. The move was announced by the Minister of State 
for Petroleum Resources, Timipre Sylva and the Group Chief Executive Officer Nigerian National Petroleum 
Company Limited (NNPCL) Mele Kyari.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Crew of Heroic Idun to appear before 
Nigerian court
Lloyd’s List reported on January 9th that the 26 crew 
of the MT Heroic Idun, held by Nigerian authorities 
on charges of alleged attempted oil theft and 
faking a piracy attack, were to appear in court. The 
men have been held onboard the ship under armed 
guard pending their court appearance, while Nigeria 
pursues the case. Lloyd’s said that the court session 
was expected to seek an adjournment in the hope 
the matter could be resolved without trial. However, 
it added: “The likelihood that a two-year-old VLCC 
chartered by one of the world’s largest oil companies 
was involved in such activities largely known to be 
committed by smaller, domestic tankers has been 
roundly dismissed by the international shipping 
sector.”

International Exercise Obangame 
Express 2023 set to begin
Exercise Obangame Express 2023 (OE23), the 
largest multinational maritime exercise in Western 
and Central Africa, will kick off its 12th year with 
29 participating nations at an opening ceremony 
in Lagos, Nigeria, January 23rd, the US Navy said. 
Conducted by U.S. Naval Forces Africa (NAVAF) and 
sponsored by U.S. Africa Command (AFRICOM), 
OE23 is designed to improve regional cooperation, 

information-sharing practices, and tactical 
interdiction expertise to enhance the collective 
capabilities of participating nations to counter Illegal, 
Unreported, Unregulated (IUU) fishing and other sea-
based illicit activity.

Ghana Foreign Minister holds talks with 
Greece counterpart
Ghana Business News said on January 14th that the 
Foreign Ministers of Greece and Ghana had held 
discussions which included the threat of piracy in 
the region. Ghana’s Foreign Minister, Madam Shirley 
Ayorkor Botchwey, said: “We have assumed the 
Chairmanship of the Gulf of Guinea Commission, 
which is going to go through restructuring and we 
will be working closing if the opportunity comes with 
your country, with the European Union in making 
sure that we end all these issues which are negative 
for maritime business on the Gulf of Guinea,” she 
stated. “So, we will be working closely with you.”

For further information, please click here.

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures

2022
Incidents reported: 26 (MDAT-GoG/Others)

2021
Incidents reported: 56 (MDAT-GoG/Others) 

Crew kidnapped: 46 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)

2020
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG) 

Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)
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Indian Ocean Region

The beginning of January saw the Combined Maritime Forces CTF 151 hold exercise Mare Liberum, which 
is designed to remind shipping that despite the removal of the High Risk Area, the region still faces threats, 
gCaptain wrote on January 5th. 

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

U.S., Bahrain launch annual maritime 
security exercise
Military personnel from the United States and the 
Kingdom of Bahrain began a 10-day naval exercise 
January 15th in and off the coast of Bahrain. Exercise 
Neon Defender is an annual bilateral training event 
that enhances collaboration and interoperability 
among the Bahrain Defence Force, Ministry of 
Interior and U.S. Naval Forces Central Command 
(NAVCENT). NAVCENT is headquartered in Manama, 
Bahrain. Approximately 200 personnel from the US 
Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard are participating 
in addition to coastal patrol ships USS Monsoon (PC 
4) and USS Chinook (PC 9).

US Navy intercepts more than 2,000 
assault rifles shipped from Iran
US naval forces intercepted a fishing vessel in the 
Gulf of Oman on January 6th, and discovered it 
smuggling 2,116 AK-47 assault rifles while transiting 
international waters along a maritime route from 
Iran to Yemen. A US Navy boarding team from patrol 
coastal ship USS Chinook (PC 9) initially discovered 
and seized the weapons with support from USS 
Monsoon (PC 4) and guided-missile destroyer USS 
The Sullivans (DDG 68). The intercepted vessel, which 
was sailing on a route historically used to traffic 

illicit cargo to the Houthis in Yemen, was crewed 
by six Yemeni nationals. “This shipment is part of 
a continued pattern of destabilizing activity from 
Iran,” said Vice Adm. Brad Cooper, commander of 
US Naval Forces Central Command, US 5th Fleet and 
Combined Maritime Forces.

Iran to deploy naval forces to Panama 
Canal: Commander
Iranian Navy Commander Rear Admiral Shahram Irani 
said plans are underway to dispatch naval forces 
to the Panama Canal as Iranian servicemen are 
approaching the coasts of the Americas. Addressing 
a conference on maritime civilization, held in Tehran 
on Wednesday, Rear Admiral Irani said the Iranian 
naval forces have been deployed to all of the 
strategic straits across the world so far, except two. 
He said the Iranian Navy forces will sail into one of 
those two remaining straits this year while plans are 
being made for the presence of the Iranian forces in 
the Panama Canal.

For further information, please click here.

Hijack

 Kidnap 

Approach/Attack

Suspicious Activity 

Theft 

https://mast-security.com/maritime-security/


6

European Waters

Frontex said on January 13th that around 330,000 irregular border crossings were detected at EU’s external 
border, according to preliminary calculations. This is the highest number since 2016 and an increase of 64% 
from the previous year.

Black Sea incidents
On January 15th, the Evening Standard reported 
that the Russian Black Sea Fleet had moved at least 
10 of its vessels from the Novorossiysk naval base in 
the Black Sea on January 11th. The redeployment 
was believed to have been made due to a specific 
threat to the base, the UK Ministry of Defence 
said. The fleet dispersal could well have been a 
response to the threat of a unmanned aerial vehicle 
or unmanned surface vessel attack. The MoD said 
that the likelihood of the vessels being used to 
mount an amphibious attack on Ukrainian territory as 
unlikely, given Ukraine’s access to anti-ship missiles. 
Since Ukraine re-took Snake Island, the conflict 
has been confined primarily to mainland Ukraine. 
On January 1st, reinsurers took the decision to 
cease offering hull war risk coverage for vessels 
transiting to Ukraine, Russia and Belarus, which 
has seen premiums increase by at least 20%. While 
there have been no major losses in the region in 
recent months and no discoveries of floating naval 
mines since Romania neutralised one on December 
10th, insurance losses arising from the conflict are 
expected to be at least $20 billion, with S&P Global 
predicting that the figure could go as high as $35 
billion. 
In late December 2022, Japanese insurers withdrew 
marine insurance in the region, prompting the 
Japanese government to request that they continue 
to insure crucial LNG shipments from Russia to 
Japan. 

Albanian migrant numbers to UK drop 
dramatically over winter
Arab News said on January 15th that illegal crossings 
of the English Channel by Albanians have reduced 
significantly over the last few months, according to 
the UK government. Figures suggest that Albanians 
made up around a third of those crossing to the 
UK from France in 2022, but from a high of 42-60% 
crossing in the summer, the figure has now fallen 
to 10%. Dr. Andi Hoxhaj, a law lecturer at University 
College London, told The Times that the increase in 

numbers of Albanians crossing in 2022 was due to 
criminal gangs lowering their costs, Arab News said. 

Greek court drops spying charges against 
migrant rescuers
AFP said on January 14th that a Greek court had 
dropped espionage charges against 24 people 
involved in rescuing migrants at sea, following 
a lengthy trial. In a ruling, the court admitted to 
procedural errors which included insufficient 
translation of prosecution documents. They also 
said that some of the defendants were not given 
adequate access to interpreters. Those accused still 
face charges of human trafficking. 

Five dead after boat carrying refugees 
sinks off Tunisia’s coast
Five people were confirmed dead and another 
10 were missing after a migrant boat sank in the 
Mediterranean en route from Tunisia to Italy, Al 
Jazeera reported on January 7th. The vessel sank off 
Louata, a Tunisian official told the media outlet. The 
Tunisian Coast Guard rescued 20 people from the 
scene, they said. 

Morocco rescues 270 Spain-bound 
migrants in Mediterranean, Atlantic
China’s Xinhua news reported that between 
December 24th and January 4th, the Moroccan Navy 
rescued 270 people attempting to reach Spain in 
both the Mediterranean and Atlantic. The migrants 
were from sub-Saharan Africa, Yemen and Syria 
according to military sources. Morocco has become 
a popular transit country for both African and Asian 
migrants seeking to reach Europe, Xinhua reported. 

For further information, please click here.
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