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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful reports and more —
including real time security updates.
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Issue 362 of the bimonthly report series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-
affected coastal states of Somalia and Yemen and associated waters, as well as ongoing 
issues facing the maritime industry in West Africa. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, security 
issues facing the UK and incidents affecting maritime security are also reported and analysed.
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Gulf of Guinea

The US Navy, US Coast Guard, and US Army conducted an expertise exchange on forensics collection, combat 
defensive tactics, and first aid with partners from Benin, Nigeria, and Togo at the Joint Maritime Security 
Training Centre (JMSTC) during exercise Obangame Express 23 (OE23), the Navy said on January 27th.

Incidents: 
On 25th January, during the night, a robbery 
occurred on a tanker(NAME-WITHHELD) 
whilst at Takoradi anchorage area in position 
04°54N-001°41W. Port authorities were alerted and a 
security boat arrived within 30 minutes.

Nigerian Navy adopts new operational 
method in Calabar
The Nigerian Tribune said on January 27th that the 
Navy has adopted a new method of operation aimed 
at better policing waterways in Calabar. Commodore 
Ifeanyi Chidi Okpala told the media that, “Adopting 
this operation concept has ensured constant 
control along the Calabar River, deployment of 
static defences along offshore oil installations and 
supporting civil authority through various security 
operations.” 

New Lagos port opens
Nigeria’s President Muhammadu Buhari has officially 
opened a new port near Lagos which could have 
an economic impact across West Africa. The vast 
$1.5bn-Lekki Deep Sea Port, which took six years to 
complete, will serve as a gateway for cargo vessels in 
the region. The port is expected to reduce the high 
cost of bringing goods into the country by reducing 
the vessel turnaround time, BBC News said on 
January 24th.

Nigerian Navy orders nine boats from 
Ocea
The Nigerian Navy continues to expand its fleet, with 
a report on January 21st in Military Africa stating 
that they are to buy nine new boats from Ocea SSM 
in France. The new buys are three 46 meters OPV 
190, two 32m FPB 96, and four 15m Interceptors. 
The new contract was announced at the end of 2022, 
Military Africa said. 

Niger Delta group accuses Nigerian Navy 
personnel of complicity in crude oil theft
A Niger Delta transparency group, the Coalition of 
Niger Delta Stakeholders Forum, has written to the 
country’s president and sent a petition accusing the 
Nigerian Navy of being complicit in oil theft, Sahara 
Reporters said on January 18th. They called for 
credible investigations into the accusations, claiming 
that the work of those trying to prevent oil theft was 
being hampered.  

Dockworkers arrested over drug seizures
Two Nigerian dockworkers are among those recently 
arrested by Nigeria’s National Drug Enforcement 
Agency at Tin Can Island Port, The Tide said on 
January 16th. The paper reported that consignments 
of cannabis had arrived in vehicles imported from 
Canada and South Africa over the Christmas period.

For further information, please click here.

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures

2023
Incidents reported: 01 (MDAT-GoG/Others)

2022
Incidents reported: 26 (MDAT-GoG/Others)

2021
Incidents reported: 56 (MDAT-GoG/Others) 

Crew kidnapped: 46 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)

2020
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG) 

Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)
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Indian Ocean Region

Personnel from US 5th Fleet launched a five-day relationship-building mission with the Kenya Navy on January. 
23rd during an opening ceremony in Mombasa, Kenya. The mission, called Central Partnership Station (CPS), is 
designed to strengthen regional relationships and collaboration between the US Navy and Kenya Navy.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Iranian MPs make threats to Strait of 
Hormuz
Following reports that the EU was discussing plans 
to proscribe Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps (IRGC) as a terrorist organisation, a number of 
Iranian politicians made threats to the flow of traffic 
in the Strait of Hormuz. Iran International reported 
that one member of parliament Sunday made the 
highly questionable threat that the Islamic Republic 
can “limit navigation for European vessels” in the 
Persian Gulf’s Hormuz Strait. However, an article 
in the Tehran Times on January 28th suggests that 
legal analysis of the UN Law of the Sea Convention 
states that any such move would be a breach of 
international law. 

Royal Navy takes command of key Middle 
East security force
The Royal Navy has taken up the reins of Combined 
Task Force 150; tasking international warships and 
aircraft to patrol the Indian Ocean and waters of the 
Middle East to deter terrorism and illicit activities 
which support it, such as drugs smuggling. This is the 
eleventh time the Royal Navy have taken command 
of the Task Force, the Royal Navy said on January 
20th.

India-Oman to strengthen maritime coop 
and counter-terrorism together
Financial Express reported on January 19th that India 
and Oman plan to increase maritime security and 
safety cooperation, following their eighth round of 
Strategic Dialogue in New Delhi. The countries share 
a maritime border and held a virtual Joint Maritime 
Committee meeting in February 2022. Whether 
the talks lead to joint naval operations or exercises 
was not discussed, but increased maritime domain 
awareness in the region will be welcomed. 

Russian warship with missiles to join 
drills with South Africa
A Russian warship armed with hypersonic cruise 
weapons will take part in joint exercises with the 
Chinese and South African navies in February, 
Russia’s state-owned Tass news agency reports 
quoting a military source. “The Admiral Gorshkov 
will call at the logistics base in the Syrian port of 
Tartus, following which it will participate in the joint 
drills with the Chinese and South African navies,” the 
agency reports, according to BBC News on January 
23rd.

For further information, please click here.
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European Waters

The Royal Navy has reported that HMS Trent, a River-class OPV which is based in Gibraltar, is currently unable 
to undertake operations and remains pier-side at HMNB Gibraltar, just a few months after she completed a 
drydock refit, Naval Technology said on January 26th.

Black Sea incidents
UkrInform reported on January 29th that Russia was 
maintaining a fleet of 16 vessels in the Black Sea, 
including three missile carriers capable of deploying 
Kalibr missiles. Serhiy Bratchuk, Spokesman for the 
Odesa Regional Military Administration, said on 
Telegram: “Security situation: there are 16 enemy 
ships in the Black Sea. There are three missile carriers 
with 20 Kalibr missiles. The threat of missile attacks 
is high.” 
On January 25th, media outlets including Reuters 
reported that the MV Tuzla, a Turkish-owned vessel 
which has been trapped at port in Kherson since the 
beginning of the Russian invasion in February 2022, 
had been struck by a missile. A fire broke out on 
board, but the skeleton crew was uninjured. Reuters 
said that they had been able to confirm the location 
of the vessel but not the date of the incident. 
There are also concerns that a recent storm in the 
Black Sea region has loosened more naval mines, 
which could present a danger to shipping. On 
January 24th, Reuters reported that the Bulgarian 
Navy had been called upon to deal with two naval 
mines spotted in its waters. On January 23rd, a mine 
was seen floating around 200 metres off Tulenovo. 
It was identified as a Soviet-type YaM mine and was 
destroyed by a Bulgarian Navy special diving team 
later that day. The following day, the Navy attended 
another mine which had been located around 
14.8nm off Cape Kochan by a Ukrainian-flagged 
vessel. The Bulgarian Navy deployed a team to 
detonate it with a controlled explosion, Reuters said. 

More than 400 migrants risked freezing 
temperatures to cross the English 
Channel
The UK Daily Mail reported on January 23rd that 
442 people crossed the English Channel over 
the weekend of 21st and 22nd, despite freezing 
temperatures. UK Border Force personnel 
intercepted 10 small boats, the paper said. Among 
those on board was a new mother with a small baby. 
The UK Ministry of Defence said that 486 people had 

arrived by crossing the Channel so far in January. 

Migrant rescue ship saves 95 in 
Mediterranean, at least 4 missing
On January 25th, Expatica reported that the Ocean 
Viking NGO rescue vessel had picked up 95 migrants 
off the coast of Libya, but that at least four people 
were still missing. The boat was spotted by an 
aircraft operated by German NGO, Sea Watch, which 
raised the alarm. The NGO said it regretted that 
“two Libyan patrol boats in the area left without 
responding to requests for support in the search”.

Migrant wreck off Libya kills eight with 
scores rescued, Red Crescent says
Reuters reported on January 25th that it was 
thought that eight people had lost their lives after 
a vessel capsized off the Libyan coast. The report 
by the local Red Crescent organisation said that 
100 people had been rescued after the incident. 
Bodies were discovered ashore near the Libyan town 
of Castelverde, some 25 miles east of Tripoli. Red 
Crescent said that it was thought that around 150 
people were onboard the vessel at the time of the 
incident. 

More deaths on Eastern Mediterranean 
route to Greece
The UNHCR released figures for 2022 which 
state that 326 people had lost their lives or 
reported missing as they attempted to cross the 
Mediterranean to reach Greece, InfoMigrants said. 
The figure is almost triple that recorded in 2021.  

For further information, please click here.
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