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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful reports and more —
including real time security updates.
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Issue 363 of the bimonthly report series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-
affected coastal states of Somalia and Yemen and associated waters, as well as ongoing 
issues facing the maritime industry in West Africa. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, security 
issues facing the UK and incidents affecting maritime security are also reported and analysed.
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Gulf of Guinea

Major General Musa Danmadami told the Nigerian media that the troops taking part in Operation Delta Safe 
had located and destroyed a further 40 illegal refineries in the last two weeks, Premium Times reported on 
February 9th. The force also arrested some 53 suspects during their operations, he said. 

Incidents: 
On 31st January 2023, at 02:45 UTC, a trawler 
(NAME-WITHHELD) was approached by 2 skiffs whilst 
at Idenau port area in position 04:13N-008:50E. 
After both sides fired shots, the two skiffs fled. Port 
authorities were alerted. Reported by MDAT-GoG.

EU supports MMCC Zone F with 
monitoring equipment
The Multinational Maritime Coor dination Centre 
(MMCC) Zone F in Accra, Ghana received a boost 
on February 8th, when it received new monitoring 
equipment to assist in the fight against piracy and 
maritime crime. The donation from the EU, via the 
Support to West Africa Integrated Maritime Security 
(SWAIMS) programme was part of the overall effort 
to secure the region’s waters as part of the Yaoundé 
Architecture of 2013, Business Ghana said on 
February 8th.

Nigerian Navy rescues 18 victims, arrests 
2 human traffickers
Voice of Nigeria reported on February 7th that the 
Nigerian Navy had disrupted a human trafficking 
group working in Kano State. In an intelligence-
led operation, the Navy rescued 18 victims of the 
trafficking gang and arrested two people. The 
Director of Information Navy, Commodore Adedotun 
Ayo- Vaughan said that “the rescue was done sequel 
to a tip-off from an officer in the Nigerian Navy 

Finance and Logistics College (NNFLC) Dawakin 
Tofa whose sister was being trafficked through 
Kano enroute Libya and France. Upon receipt of the 
information, the NNFLC internal security team swung 
into action”.

Exercise Obangame Express 23 aids 
maritime security and prosecution in the 
Gulf of Guinea
With support from Project AGWE – implemented by 
the International Criminal Police Organization and 
funded by the U.S. Department of State, Bureau 
of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement 
Affairs – the US Navy, US Coast Guard, and US Army 
conducted an expertise exchange on forensics 
collection, combat defensive tactics, and first aid 
with partners from Benin, Nigeria, and Togo at 
the Joint Maritime Security Training Centre during 
exercise Obangame Express 23on January. 25th. 
INTERPOL’s Project AGWE focuses on building 
capacities in Benin, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Nigeria 
and Togo to counter more effectively all forms 
of maritime-based crime in the Gulf of Guinea, 
AFRICOM said on February 2nd.

For further information, please click here.

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures

2023
Incidents reported: 02 (MDAT-GoG/Others)

2022
Incidents reported: 26 (MDAT-GoG/Others)

2021
Incidents reported: 56 (MDAT-GoG/Others) 

Crew kidnapped: 46 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)

2020
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG) 

Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)

Hijack

 Kidnap 

Approach/Attack

Suspicious Activity 

Theft 

https://mast-security.com/maritime-security/


5

Indian Ocean Region

Pakistan’s AMAN-23 naval exercise began on February 10th and will conclude on February 14th, Minute Mirror 
said. The multinational exercise is being attended by 52 nations and features shoreseide seminars as well as at-
sea drills designed to improve counter piracy and maritime security responses. 

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

IMO, EUNAVFOR: Shipping must be 
vigilant in Western Indian Ocean
On February 2nd, EUNAVFOR Operation Atalanta 
Commander (OpCdr), Vice Admiral Núñez Torrente 
met Secretary General of the International 
Maritime Organization (IMO) Mr. Kitack Lim, at IMO 
Headquarters in London (UK). Atalanta’s OpCdr had 
the opportunity to present the renewed mandate of 
Atalanta and underline the undoubted commitment 
of Atalanta to freedom of navigation in its Area of 
Operations. In the context of the removal of the 
High Risk Area (HRA) by the Shipping Industry, both 
agreed on the need to encourage all merchant 
vessels transiting the Western Indian Ocean to 
comply with BMP 5 and register with MSCHOA’s 
voluntary registration scheme (VRS), as the best way 
to ensure the security of navigation and immediate 
assistance in case of need, EUNAVFOR said on 
February 8th.

US, international forces seize illegal 
drugs in Gulf of Oman
A U.S. Coast Guard vessel seized illegal drugs worth 
a total estimated U.S. street value of $33 million 
from a fishing vessel transiting international waters 
in the Gulf of Oman, Jan. 30. U.S. Coast Guard cutter 
USCGC Emlen Tunnell (WPC 1145) was patrolling 

regional waters in support of Combined Task Force 
(CTF) 150 when it seized 4,000 kilograms of hashish 
and 512 kilograms of methamphetamine from 
the smuggling vessel. Currently led by the United 
Kingdom Royal Navy, CTF 150 is one of four task 
forces organized under the Combined Maritime 
Forces (CMF). This was the first drug seizure in 2023 
for CMF, they said on January 31st.

US Treasury sanctions board of directors 
of Iranian UAV manufacturer
The U.S. Department of the Treasury’s Office 
of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) is designating 
eight senior executives of Paravar Pars Company 
(Paravar Pars), an Iran-based firm that was previously 
sanctioned by the United States and European 
Union for manufacturing Shahed-series unmanned 
aerial vehicles (UAVs) for Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps Aerospace Force (IRGC ASF). OFAC is 
also identifying two Islamic Republic of Iran Navy 
(IRIN) vessels, the IRIS MAKRAN and the frigate IRIS 
DENA, as property in which the Government of Iran 
has an interest. Paravar Pars has manufactured and 
tested UAVs for the IRGC ASF and IRGC Navy, and 
the firm specifically played a role in the research, 
development, and production of the Shahed-171 
UAV.

For further information, please click here.
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European Waters

Merco Press reported on February 4th that the Home Office was poised to take over control of patrols in the 
English Channel, after eight months of leadership by the Royal Navy. A new Border Force unit is expected to 
recruit 730 new staff and invest in new maritime assets. 

Black Sea incidents
On February 12th, media outlets including the 
Eurasian Times speculated that Russia had been 
supplied with explosive unmanned surface vessels 
(USV) by Iran, after an incident was reported in the 
Odessa region. Surveillance video footage appeared 
to show a USV striking the Zatoka rail bridge, 
which links Bessarabia with Odessa. The bridge has 
previously been struck by missiles, but this would 
be the first time Russia has deployed a USV in their 
invasion. Reports suggest that the bridge’s structure 
was damaged. 
Concerns remain that Russian inspectors are 
continuing to slow down the process of clearing 
vessels at Istanbul’s Joint Coordination Centre under 
the Black Sea grain initiative. Bloomberg reported 
that Ukrainian ship inspector Ruslan Sakhautdinov 
has seen his Russian counterparts repeatedly 
slow the flow of his country’s grain abroad — 
from scrutinizing fuel gauges to crews’ personal 
belongings, according to a February 6th report by 
Farm Policy News. In January, only 3.1 million tons 
of agricultural produce was shipped, down on the 
anticipated 5 million tons. On February 2nd, Turkey’s 
Daily Sabah reported that 694 ships had passed 
through the grain corridor since the programme 
began, carrying 19.3 million tons of grain and other 
produce. 
Ukraine, meanwhile, has proposed increasing the 
minimal tonnage of ships which carry agri produce 
from the country, as it looks to boost exports despite 
Russian opposition, Reuters said on February 10th. 

Total number of migrants crossing 
Channel in small boats passes 2,000
The Evening Standard said on February 10th that 110 
people crossed the English Channel in three boats 
on Friday, bringing the total number of people who 
have crossed so far in 2023 to more than 2,000. They 
say that the figure beats that for both January and 
February in 2022, possibly because poor weather in 
February of that year kept crossing attempts to a 
minimum. So far in February, some 890 people have 

been brought ashore by UK Border Force and other 
agencies. 

Six Channel migrant smuggling gang 
members sentenced in France
Three Iraqi nationals, an Afghan, a Sudanese man and 
Frenchman have been collectively sentenced to 16 
years in prison for their role in a people smuggling 
network. The Shropshire Star reported on February 
8th that the gang ran the network in France, where 
the trial took place, before an investigation by 
French and UK authorities caught them. The men 
sourced lifeboats and boats from Turkey, the paper 
said. NCA deputy director Oliver Higgins said: 
“This investigation and subsequent convictions 
demonstrates how the close co-operation between 
the NCA and our partners in France is bringing results 
in tackling people smuggling.”

Mother, baby among 12 migrants who 
died crossing to Italy
AFP said on February 3rd that the bodies of eight 
people had been recovered from a boat in the 
Mediterranean and four more were believed to 
be lost at sea following an attempt to cross the 
Mediterranean to Italy. The Italian Coast Guard said 
that 42 survivors were taken to Lampedusa. In a 
separate incident, German NGO, Sea-Eye, reported 
that they had rescued 109 people at sea in two 
operations, recovering two bodies. “In the past six 
years, in more than two dozen missions, we always 
arrived in time to prevent the loss of life. But this 
time we arrived too late for two people,” Sea-Eye 
chairman Gorden Isler said.

For further information, please click here.
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