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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful reports and more —
including real time security updates.
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Issue 364 of the bimonthly report series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-
affected coastal states of Somalia and Yemen and associated waters, as well as ongoing 
issues facing the maritime industry in West Africa. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, security 
issues facing the UK and incidents affecting maritime security are also reported and analysed.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.co.uk?subject=


4

Gulf of Guinea

Nigeria’s National Security Adviser, Babagana Monguno, told the Stakeholders’ Conference on Oil Theft and 
Losses in Nigeria that the government had prevented the theft of over three million barrels of oil in the last five 
years, Premium Times reported on February 23rd.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Nigeria to exit War Risk premiums?
Daily Trend reported on February 26th that Nigeria’s 
Chief of Naval Staff, Vice Admiral Gambo, had 
announced that Nigeria was to be removed from 
the list of countries where War Risk premiums were 
required by Lloyd’s of London. Gambo said that: 
“With the removal of the tag, insurance premiums 
to be paid by ships doing business with, or plying 
Nigerian sea lanes will become normal insurance 
paid by other countries which is less expensive and 
will enhance shipping/cargo trade.” The news has 
not been reported elsewhere and the Joint War 
Committee has yet to make an announcement.

Angola to boost navy with new vessels
TFI Global News reported on February 23rd that 
Angola had signed a 1 billion Euro deal with Abu 
Dhabi Ship Building for new corvettes and other 
small vessels. They state that a fleet of 71-metre 
BR71 Mk 2 corvettes will be built for the country. 
In addition, the company will supply a number of 
smaller patrol boats as well as unmanned aerial 
vehicles which will be used to enhance Angola’s 
maritime security efforts. 

Nigeria’s oil production exceeds 1.6 
million barrels per day
As efforts to stem oil theft in the country continue, 

Nigeria’s National Petroleum Company Limited 
(NNPC) has announced that oil production in Nigeria 
has now reached 1.67 million barrels per day (bpd), 
This Day reported on February 22nd. Although still 
short of the 1.8 million bpd quota allocated by OPEC, 
it is still encouraging news for Nigeria’s economy.

Nigerian Navy arrests, hands over 
vessels to NIMASA for switching off 
tracking device
Leadership newspaper said on February 17th that 
the Nigerian Navy had arrested the MT Sea Eunice 
and handed her over to NIMASA for investigation, 
after the ship repeatedly turned its AIS transponder 
off while transiting, in contravention of IMO 
regulations implemented by NIMASA in Nigerian 
waters. Director General of NIMASA, Dr. Bashir 
Jamoh, praised the Navy’s actions and said: “Let 
me use this opportunity to state that NIMASA and 
the Nigerian Navy are partners in progress, because 
without synergy we cannot realise our mandates. We 
will continue to work closely with the Nigerian Navy 
to strengthen the existing ties to ensure we keep our 
maritime environment safe and secured.”

For further information, please click here.

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures

2023
Incidents reported: 02 (MDAT-GoG/Others)

2022
Incidents reported: 26 (MDAT-GoG/Others)

2021
Incidents reported: 56 (MDAT-GoG/Others) 

Crew kidnapped: 46 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)

2020
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG) 

Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)
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Indian Ocean Region

The Information Fusion Centre in India and Seychelles’ Regional Coordination Operations Centre have signed 
a MoU to promote maritime safety and security collaboration, as well as exchange cooperation of personnel, 
information, technology, and best practices, Seychelles News Agency said on February 22nd. 

Incidents: On 24th February, UKMTO issued 
an advisory to warn shipping that it had received 
reports of between 10-12 small boats with 6 POB in 
each in the vicinity of IRTC Point B.

IMSC Task Force completes monthly 
naval exercise
The operational task force for an 11-nation naval 
coalition called the International Maritime Security 
Construct (IMSC) completed a monthly naval exercise 
in the Arabian Gulf on February 22nd, involving 
ships and aircraft from Bahrain, Saudi Arabia and the 
United States.

Israeli PM: Iran attacked oil tanker
Israel’s Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, has 
accused Iran of being behind an attack on an Israeli-
owned tanker in the Arabian Sea on February 10th. 
The incident, which was only reported on February 
15th, saw the MT Campo Square, a Liberian-
flagged product tanker, damaged after a suspected 
unmanned aerial vehicle struck her while she was 
around 300nm off Oman. Eletson, the Greek owners 
said that: “Both the vessel and crew are safe and 
proceeding as per planned passage. There is minor 
damage to the vessel.” 

Pakistan, US discuss maritime security 
cooperation

Vice Admiral Brad Cooper of the US 5th Fleet and 
Combined Maritime Forces met with Pakistan’s Chief 
of Naval Staff (CNS) Admiral Amjad Khan Niazi to 
discuss maritime security issues in the region and 
bilateral naval cooperation, Pakistan Today reported 
on February 15th. A spokesperson for Pakistan Navy 
reported that both naval chiefs agreed to strengthen 
the defence and naval cooperation between the US 
and Pakistan.

Liberia advice for shipping
The Liberian Administration has issued its 
‘considerations’ for vessel operators who transit 
the Indian Ocean Region following the withdrawal 
of the High Risk Area. They recommend that CSOs 
and Masters continue to liaise with bodies such as 
UKMTO when entering the region. Additionally, 
Liberia recommends that vessels adhere to BMP5 
and ensure that risk assessments are conducted 
to ensure safe passage. Finally, the Liberian 
Administration strongly recommends that Vessels 
Owners, Characters, Operators and Ships Masters 
continue to carry out pre-voyage threat and risk 
assessments to consider the latest maritime security 
information from organizations supporting the 
VRA, including use of privately contracted security 
personnel, as deemed necessary, Safety4Sea said on 
February 16th.

For further information, please click here.

Hijack

 Kidnap 

Approach/Attack

Suspicious Activity 

Theft 

https://mast-security.com/maritime-security/


6

European Waters

Globe Echo said on February 23rd that French rescue services had picked up 150 people in distress in the 
English Channel as they attempted to cross to the UK. The French Coast Guard picked them up from four boats 
which had got into trouble, the report said. 

Black Sea incidents
Negotiations on an extension to the current Black 
Sea Grain Corridor agreement are due to begin 
shortly, with Ukraine hoping to not only extend 
the deal but add more ports to it. The current 
agreement, originally negotiated by Turkey, the UN, 
Russia and Ukraine is due to expire on March 18th, 
and there are signs that Russia will not be easily 
convinced, with comments from Russian Deputy 
Foreign Minister Sergey Vershinin that Russia’s 
own agricultural exports have not been given the 
same priority likely to be at the forefront of their 
argument. This is actually hard to ignore: Russia is 
a major global supplier of fertiliser and even the 
UN Secretary General has said that more must be 
done to ensure that this reaches markets around the 
world. Russia will also likely point out that much of 
the grain exported so far, around 21.3 million tons 
according to the UN, has not reached African nations. 
Vershinin claimed that only 3% had reached that 
region, according to an article in Food Ingredients 
First on February 22nd. Ukraine, meanwhile, will 
argue for an increase in the number of inspection 
teams at the Joint Coordination Centre in Istanbul, 
where delays in recent months have seen Ukrainian 
exports tumble. 

Belgium investigates Russian ‘spy ship’ in 
North Sea
On February 22nd, Reuters said that the authorities 
in Belgium were investigating reports that a Russian 
spy ship had been seen in the country’s North 
Sea waters in November last year. Vincent Van 
Quickenborne, the Justice and North Sea minister, 
said: “We don’t know the exact motives of this 
Russian ship, but let’s not be naive. Especially if 
it behaves suspiciously close to our wind farms, 
undersea gas and data cables and other critical 
infrastructure.”

Russian Ship Caught Mapping North Sea 
Wind Farm
Reuters reported on February 21st that a Russian 

ship had been detected at a Dutch wind farm 
in the North Sea as it tried to map out energy 
infrastructure. General Jan Swillens, head of Dutch 
military intelligence agency MIVD, told the media: 
“We saw in recent months Russian actors tried to 
uncover how the energy system works in the North 
Sea. It is the first time we have seen this. Russia 
is mapping how our wind parks in the North Sea 
function. They are very interested in how they could 
sabotage the energy infrastructure.”

Italy migrant boat shipwreck: More than 
100 people feared dead
BBC News said on February 27th that it was thought 
that more than 100 people, including children, may 
have lost their lives at sea after their boat sank in 
rough conditions off southern Italy. At least 62 
people are confirmed to have died in the incident. 
The boat, which is thought to have been carrying 
around 200 people, broke apart while trying to 
land near Crotone on Sunday 26th. People from 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, Somalia and Iran were on 
board.

Migrants arrive in Dover despite poor 
weather conditions
The UK Daily Mail said on February 21st that 
around 50 people had arrived in Dover after being 
intercepted at sea by UK Border Force personnel. 
Despite cold and foggy weather, the group 
attempted to cross the Channel before being picked 
up by Border Force vessel Hurricane and brought 
ashore. They are the first people to cross since 
February 15th, the paper said.

For further information, please click here.
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