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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful reports and more —
including real time security updates.

Issue 365

Content
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24/7 Emergency Telephone: +44 (0) 2079 380 921

Issue 365 of the bimonthly report series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-
affected coastal states of Somalia and Yemen and associated waters, as well as ongoing 
issues facing the maritime industry in West Africa. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, security 
issues facing the UK and incidents affecting maritime security are also reported and analysed.
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Gulf of Guinea

Sahara Reports said on March 11th that a group of Nigerian Navy had “invaded” a police station and attacked 
officers. In a video of the incident in Warri, Delta State, police officers are seen to plead with one of their 
number not to take the law into his own hands, after he is apparently assaulted by Navy personnel. The Nigerian 
Navy stated that the personnel involved had already been arrested and were investigating the incident.

Incidents: 
1. On 1st March 2023, in position 06°05S-012°14E 
at 03:15 UTC, a container vessel reported that an 
unknown number of perpetrators boarded the vessel 
from a small craft at Soyo outer anchorage, Angola. 
They threatened a crew member with a knife and 
proceeded to steal part of a load of a container 
before escaping. Local authorities were alerted to 
the incident
2. On 02nd March 2023, at 02:36 UTC in position 
04°53°N-001°41°W, it was reported that there had 
been a theft onboard a tanker (NAME-WITHHELD) 
whilst anchored at Takoradi anchorage. The incident 
was reported to Takoradi port control, and the 
Ghanaian Navy sent a patrol vessel to search the 
area.

NPA vows to end illegal, unlawful access 
into Nigerian ports
The Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA) has announced 
plans to better enforce and restrict illegal access 
to the country’s ports, This Day said on March 6th. 
As part of this, a new contract to erect security 
fencing around Tin Can port was announced by NPA 
Managing Director, Mohammed Bello-Koko during a 
tour of the facilities. He also told the media that the 
NPA would be increasing patrols on the waterways 
around ports, and would secure new vessels for that 
purpose. 

Piracy down, but need for vigilance remains
The IMB’s 2022 annual report has been published, 
and the organisation has recorded no incidents 
in Nigerian waters for the year. However, the IMB 
added that risks to seafarers in the region remained. 
Ghana and Angola both saw an increase in incident 
reports throughout 2022, although many of the 
incidents were of armed and unarmed robbery 
of vessels at anchor or berthed. Both Takoradi 
Anchorage in Ghana and Luanda in Angola were cited 
as areas with three or more reports in 2022 by the 
IMB and insurer Gard, Hellenic News said on March 
4th.

Illegal refinery blast kills at least 12 in 
Niger Delta region
On March 4th, India News Today reported that a 
pipeline blast in Rivers State on the Shell-owned 
Rumuekpe-Nkpoku Trunk Line had killed at least 12 
people. Nigerian State police spokesperson Grace 
Iringe-Koko, later told the media: “Preliminary 
investigation by the Police Command indicates that 
the victims were scooping crude products when the 
site caught fire.” Five vehicles which were destroyed 
at the scene were believed to have been used to 
carry stolen crude to a nearby illegal refinery. It is 
thought that a spark from one of them may have 
caused the explosion and fire.

For further information, please click here.

Gulf of Guinea Piracy & Maritime Crime Figures

2023
Incidents reported: 02 (MDAT-GoG/Others)

2022
Incidents reported: 26 (MDAT-GoG/Others)

2021
Incidents reported: 56 (MDAT-GoG/Others) 

Crew kidnapped: 46 (IMB, MDAT)
Vessels hijacked: 1 (MDAT-GoG)

2020
Incidents reported: 132 (MDAT-GoG) 

Crew Kidnapped: 130 (IMB)
Vessels Hijacked: 3 (IMB)
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Indian Ocean Region

The Indian Coast Guard and Anti-Terrorism Squad conducted an intelligence-led mission off the coast of Okha 
in the Arabian Sea and arrested an Iranian dhow and its crew, seizing 61kg of heroin in the process, Arab News 
said on March 7th.

Incidents: 
1. On 2nd March, UKMTO issued an advisory 
which stated that they had received reports of 
approximately 8 speed boats manoeuvring inside the 
transit corridor the vicinity of IRTC Point B. Course 
SSE at 10Knts. Reporting Vessels and crews are safe. 
This is the second such event in recent weeks and 
no hostile action or piracy equipment was reported 
sighted. It is likely that these are normal pattern of 
life events in the region. On the same day, UKMTO 
reported a MV being approach to within 1nm in 
position 121224N-0601946E.
2. On 1st March, UKMTO reported that a MV had 
been approached by a fixed wing Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicle (UAV) to within 10 metres. The UAV loitered 
for two minutes and departed.

Pakistan Navy seizes 280 kg drugs in 
Arabian Sea
Xinhua said on 13th March that the Pakistan Navy 
had seized 280kg of illegal narcotics in the Arabian 
Sea during a maritime patrol. The methamphetamine 
was believed to be worth around $15 million. The 
nationality of the arrested crew was not reported.

EU NAVFOR in new counter narcotics 
operation
During a regular EUNAVFOR patrol to protect 
vessels transiting off the Horn of Africa and the 

Western Indian Ocean, the two French Navy 
warships LHD Dixmude and FFH La Fayette, both 
from French “Jeanne d´Arc 23” Mission and taking 
part in Operation Atalanta, seized a total of 1087.5 
kg of narcotics on two stateless dhows. The French 
warships are in direct support to EUNAVFOR 
together with the Italian Frigate Carlo Bergamini, 
under the command of the FHQ on board the 
AtalantaFlagship Spanish Frigate Reina Sofia.

HMS Lancaster seizes anti-tank missiles 
after high-speed chase in Gulf of Oman
The Royal Navy said on March 2nd that it had seized 
anti-tank weapons and ballistic missile components 
being smuggled in international waters in the Gulf 
of Oman after a high-speed chase in the Gulf. Royal 
Marines of 42 Commando from HMS Lancaster 
pounced on a speed boat after scrambling its Wildcat 
helicopter to track the vessel darting through 
international waters. The smugglers tried to evade 
the ever-present 815 Naval Air Squadron helicopter 
and ignored every radio call demanding them to 
stop – instead steering their craft towards Iranian 
territorial waters. They were intercepted by the 
British frigate before they could do so. 

For further information, please click here.
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European Waters

The Interior Ministers from Greece, Malta, Spain, Italy and Cyprus called  for greater EU solidarity on migration 
and better efforts to prevent irregular migration at a meeting of the ‘Med 5’ held in Malta, Xinhua said on 
March 5th.

Black Sea incidents
The current deal on the Black Sea Grain Initiative 
agreement ends on March 18th and, at the time of 
this report (March 14th), no news of any further deal 
has been released. A renewal of the agreement is by 
no means certain, with Russia expected to demand 
that its own agricultural exports are given as much 
priority as those of Ukraine. There is some merit 
in this argument, given the huge importance of 
Russian fertiliser to the global agricultural industry. 
Russian Foreign Minister, Sergey Lavrov, has accused 
the West of “shamelessly burying” the deal, saying 
that Russian exports are being “blatantly hindered”, 
according to a report by Al Mayadeen on March 
6th. Russia is expected to push for a relaxation on 
sanctions against its largest agricultural bank, to 
better facilitate exports of products. The fear is that 
a failure to reach agreement by the parties (Ukraine, 
the UN, Turkey and Russia) would mean a sudden end 
to exports from Ukraine. The impact this would have 
on global food supplies and inflation are not to be 
ignored. Exports from Russia and Ukraine accounted 
for around 30 per cent of the global wheat trade 
prior to the conflict.
An end to the agreement would place shipping in a 
precarious position, with brokers highly unlikely to 
consider offering coverage in the Black Sea without 
Russia’s participation in a ceasefire in that area. 
While Ukraine has suggested that it will create a 
$500 million marine insurance fund to allow trade 
to continue, the details of this remain scarce and are 
unlikely to tempt many shipping companies, at least 
in the short term. 

EU considers joint naval patrols to deter 
Russian threats to critical infrastructure
The Financial Times said on March 10th that the 
EU was expected to publish an updated maritime 
strategy which would include plans calling for 
greater collaboration between EU member state 
coast guards and naval exercises. These would be 
in response to potential threats to sub-sea critical 
infrastructure such as communications cables and 

pipelines, as well as surface installations such as wind 
farms. Virginijus Sinkevičius, on behalf of the EU, said 
that the strategy would also boost information and 
intelligence sharing as well as satellite monitoring of 
the region. The move follows the incidents involving 
the Nord Stream pipelines last year. 

Italy migrants: Hundreds in trouble off 
Calabria coast
BBC News said on March 11th that Italian rescue 
services were engaged in a large operation off the 
Calabria coast, after 1300 migrants in a number 
of vessels reportedly ran into difficulties. Italy’s 
coastguard described the operation as “particularly 
complex”, because of the number of boats and 
people at risk.

Italy people smugglers to face up to 30 
years in jail
Italy’s prime minster. Giorgia Meloni, has outlined 
plans which could see people smugglers responsible 
for deaths and serious injuries receive extended 
prison terms. The proposals could see smugglers 
receive terms of up to 30 years in prison. Italian 
ministers also reportedly agreed on measures that 
would improve legal routes for foreign workers 
arriving in Italy in an effort to reduce the number of 
illegal passages. The proposals came during a cabinet 
meeting near the site where 72 migrants died in a 
shipwreck last month, BBC News said on March 10th.

Tunisian coast guard recovers 14 bodies 
in Mediterranean
The Tunisian Coast Guard rescued 54 migrants after 
a boat capsized off the country, InfoMigrants said 
on March 10th. The incident, off Sfax, also saw 14  
bodies recovered from the water following the 
incident.

For further information, please click here.
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